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- THE GREAT MAJESTIC G 0 D 

being en throned  i n  e y e s  of Church 
once aga in  by J e s u s  C h r i s t  

by Herberk W. Armstrong - 

LET'S FACE I T  -- w e  i n  G o d ' s  Church w e r e  b e s i n n i n s  t o  u e t  o u r  
eyes  off  of o u r  GREAT MAJESTIC G 0 D The HEAD of o u r  Ckurch, t h e  
l i v i n g  J e s u s  C h r i s t  -- is  opening o u r  e y e s  to  o u r  danger! Once aga in  

! 

C h r i s t  i s  en th ron ing  THE GREAT GOD i n  o u r  eyes  &- a n d - i n  o u r  h e a r t s !  

Y e s ,  more than  g e n e r a l l y  r e a l i z e d ,  Sa tan  was manipula t ing  t h i n g s  . 
t o  make God's Church and H i s  Work m o r e  and m o r e  secular -- more l i k e  
any o t h e r  p u r e l y  w o r l d l y  and human a c t i v i t y !  

The r e a l i z a t i o n  of t h i s  w a s  b rough t  f o r c i b l y  t o  my mind by my 
th ink ing  over  a cr i t ic ism from one whose unders tanding  needs updat ing.  
H e  s a i d  I was surrounded by "yes-men." 

a b i t  of modern terminology,  g e n e r a l l y  meaning p a s s i v e ,  extra-docile, 
weak-minded men who "go along" p u r e l y  t o  s e r v e  t h e i r  own p e r s o n a l  
i n t e r e s t s ,  or through f e a r .  

- 

G T h a t  set off a cha in  of thought .  T h i s  exp res s ion  "yes-men" i s  

I n  t h a t  ca t egory ,  o u r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  pe r sonne l ,  and o u r  m i n i s t r y ,  
most a s s u r e d l y  are N O T  "yes-men. - 

B u t  t h e r e  i s  ano the r  meaning t h a t  cou ld  be a p p l i e d  t o  t h a t  
express ion .  
and I hope t h a t  a l l  of u s  -- whether  l a y  members, m i n i s t e r s ,  or 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  people  -- a r e  t h i s  k i n d  of "yes-people.  

And i n  t h a t  s e n s e ,  I want t o  be a "yes-man" myself -- 
_I_ 

- 
I can i l l u s t r a t e  what I mean by my own p e r s o n a l  expe r i ence  a t  

t h e  t i m e  o f  my conversion.  
p u t  m e  through then  might s e r v e  t o  set an example fo r  a l l  of you t o  
fol low.  

And I w o u l d  hope t h a t  t h e  expe r i ence  God 

I had been CHALLENGED! 
set on "doing my own th ing . "  And t h a t  " t h i n g "  w a s  be ing  a s u c c e s s  i n  
t h e  a d v e r t i s i n g  p ro fes s ion .  

A t  t h e  t i m e  my whole mind and h e a r t  was 

O f  cou r se ,  I f e l t  I w a s  do ing  t h e  r i g h t  t h ing .  A t  age 18 I had 
pu t  myself through a s e l f - a n a l y s i s ,  t o  d e t e r m i n e  what t a l e n t s  and 
a b i l i t i e s  ( I F  any) I had,  and what  weaknesses ,  f a u l t s ,  o r  d i s l i k e s  
t h a t  might h inde r  success. A l s o  I went t h r o u g h  a survey of t h e  
va r ious  jobs,  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  o c c u p a t i o n s ,  or  b u s i n e s s e s ,  t o  determine 
i n t o  which ca t egory  I belonged. T h i s  a n a l y s i s  l e d  m e  t o  dec ide  t h a t  
t h e  f i e l d  of a d v e r t i s i n q  w a s  t h e  a r e a  i n  wh ich  I p r o p e r l y  f i t t e d .  

0 
) 
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e So, t h e  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  merchandis ing ,  and jou rna l i sm f i e l d  became 
"my own th ing"  -- and, of cour se ,  I s i n c e r e l y  b e l i e v e d  it w a s  t h e  
r i g h t  th ing!  0 

When my w i f e  began keeping God's Sabbath,  I regarded it as t h e  
p innac le  of  r e l i g i o u s  f a n a t i c i s m .  And e s p e c i a l l y  because i t  seemed 
h o s t i l e  t o  "my own th ing . "  "What would my b u s i e n s s  associates t h i n k ? "  
w a s  t h e  f i rs t  c h a l l e n g i n g  thought  t o  e n t e r  my mind. 

w i f e .  All t h e  arguments t h a t  s t i l l  v i c i o u s l y  a t t a c k  God's Sabbath 
by t h o s e  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y  came i n s t a n t l y  t o  mind. They 
had no e f f e c t .  

I t r i e d  argument and r eason ing  w i t h  my "misled" (as I thought )  

5 

"But , "  I f i n a l l y  p r o t e s t e d ,  ''1 know t h e  B i b l e  s a y s  'Thou s h a l t  
observe Sunday. ' I' 

"Can you show m e  where it s a y s  t h a t ? "  s h e  -asked. 

" W e l l ,  no -- I wouldn ' t  know where t o  f i n d  it, because I d o n ' t -  
know any th ing  abou t  t h e  Bib le .  
I know i t ' s  i n  t h e  B i b l e ,  because a l l  t h e s e  churches  c a n ' t  be wrong, 
and they  g e t  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  o u t  of t h e  B i b l e . "  

My mind h a s  been on my bus iness!  But 
- 

" W e l l ,  you f i n d  it and show it t o  m e  i n  t h e  B i b l e , "  s a i d  my -- 

a wife ,  "and I ' l l  go back t o  obse rv ing  Sunday." 

That  seemed t o  l e a v e  m e  no a l t e r n a t i v e ,  because t o  us  marr iage  c 
was till dea th  p a r t e d  u s  -- and I d i d n ' t  want e i t h e r  t o  lose my w i f e  
o r  l i v e  w i t h  " f a n a t i c i s m .  'I 

So, i n  o r d e r  t o  have my own way -- t o  c o n t i n u e  "doing my own 
th ing"  w i t h o u t  embarrassment,  I e n t e r e d  w i t h  a w i l l  i n t o  t h e  m o s t  
i n t e n s i v e  " i n  depth"  s t u d y  and r e s e a r c h  o f  my l i f e .  I " b l e w  t h e  d u s t  
o f f  my B i b l e , "  so t o  speak ,  and de lved  i n t o  it w i t h  c o n f i d e n t  a l a c r i t y .  

A t  t h e  same t i m e  I had been cha l l enged  by a s i s t e r - i n - l a w  on t h e  
v a l i d i t y  of t h e  e v o l u t i o n a r y  theo ry .  

I de lved  i n t o  Darwin,Haeckel,  Huxley, Spencer ,  Voght, and modern 
e v o l u t i o n i s t s .  
c o n s t e r n a t i o n .  Did G o d  e x i s t ,  a f t e r  a l l ?  I r e a l i z e d  I had ASSUMED t h e  
e x i s t e n c e  of God, because I had always been t a u g h t  i t  -- b u t  I HAD 
NEVER PROVED IT!  N o w  my mind demanded PROOF! 

For  a s h o r t  w h i l e  my  head w a s  swimming i n  bewi ldered  

And my r e l e n t l e s s  s t u d y  brought  t h a t  PROOF POSITIVE! Immediately 
fol lowing t h e r e  came t o  m e  i r r e f u t a b l e  PROOF of t h e  i n f a l l i b l e  i n s p i r a -  
t i o n  and a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  B i b l e  ( i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  w r i t i n g s )  as t h e  
p r e c i s e  WORD OF GOD TO MAN! 

B u t ,  a l t hough  t h i s ,  so f a r ,  w a s  p l e a s i n g  and a c c e p t a b l e  t o  m e ,  I 

O. 
was having rea l  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  w r e s t l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  Sabbath q u e s t i o n .  
My r e sea rches  i n t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  w e r e  not going  t o  my l i k i n g .  

T h i s  a lmost  day-and-night i n t e n s i v e  s t u d y  began i n  t h e  f a l l  of 
1 9 2 6 .  By t h e  s p r i n g  of 1 9 2 7  I n o t  o n l y  had t o  "eat  crow" on t h e  
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Sabba th  q u e s t i o n  -- I had  d i s c o v e r e d ,  w i t h  PROOF, t h e  permanency of 
P God's  a n n u a l  S a b b a t h s  and  feasts ,  as  w e l l .  

I n  a l l  t h i s  I had  n o t  found  o r  p roved  what  I wanted.  A l s o  I s a w  0 
proved  c l e a r l y  t h a t  "al.1 t h e s e  c h u r c h e s "  were e m p h a t i c a l l y  WRONG! 
Most i m p o r t a n t ,  I w a s  b r o u g h t  t o  see, a g a i n s t  my w i l l ,  t h a t  I HAD 
BEEN WRONG -- n o t  o n l y  on  t h e  Sabba th  t r u t h ,  b u t  i n  what  I a c t u a l l y  
was! I had j u s t  been  wrong a l l  ove r !  - 

I w a s  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  REPENTANCE t h a t  i s  comple te  SURRENDER t o  t h e  
w i l l  of God! 
w i l l i n g  t o  s a y ,  w i t h  C h r i s t ,  " N o t  MY w i l l ,  b u t  THINE be done!" I 
w a s  b r o u g h t ,  n o t  o n l y  t o  complete r e p e n t a n c e ,  b u t  t o  l i v i n g  FAITH<- 
t o  BELIEVE GOD -- t h a t  i s ,  t o  bel ieve what He s a y s !  

I w a s  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  s u r r e n d e r  of be ing  

-- 
To God I s a i d ,  "YES, S I R ! "  I n  u t t e r  s i n c e r i t y ,  I l i t e r a l l y  GAVE - 

MYSELF t o  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  H e a d  bough t  and  p a i d  f o r  m e  w i t h  H i s  l i f e ' s  
b lood .  H e  OWNED m e .  I BELONGED TO H I M !  

I became a "YES-MAN" t o  C h r i s t !  - 
Through human weaknesses ,  I h a v e  n o t  succeeded  p e r f e c t l y  i n  leav- 

i n g  my l i f e  i n  H i s  hands  -- b u t  t h a t  h a s  a lways  remained my INTENTION 
-- my m o t i v a t i n g  a t t i t u d e !  

When I GAVE my l i f e  o v e r  t o  J e s u s  C h r i s t  I h o n e s t l y  by t h a t  t i m e  
had come t o  f e e l  I w a s  n o t  g i v i n g  H i m  a n y t h i n g  of v a l u e .  B u t ,  I d i d  
f e e l ,  i f  H e  c o u l d  USE t h i s  w o r t h l e s s  l i f e  of mine -- it w a s  now H i s  9 1 
to use!  . 

T h e , l i v i n g  C h r i s t  i n s p i r e d  t h e  a p o s t l e  John t o  s a y  t h a t  even  w e  
C h r i s t i a n s  w i l l  n o t  l i v e  p e r f e c t  l i v e s  -- BUT, h e  added ,  " i f  w e  con- 
f e s s  o u r  s i n s ,  H e  i s  f a i t h f u l  and  j u s t  t o  f o r g i v e  u s  o u r  s i n s ,  a n d  
to  c l e a n s e  u s  from a l l  u n r i g h t e o u s n e s s ! "  
c l e a n s i n g .  But  I d i d  become C h r i s t ' s  "yes-man." I gave " d o i n g  m y  
own t h i n g !  

I s t i l l  k e e p  a s k i n g  for  t h a t  
- 

- 
And I hope a l l  o u r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  people and  a l l  o u r  m i n i s t e r s  

and t h e i r  w i v e s ,  as  w e l l  a s  t h e  e n t i r e  body of God's  Church,  a l s o  are 
t h a t  k i n d  of "yes-men. 

The re  i s  a v a s t  d i f f e r e n c e  between b e i n g  an  i n s i p i d ,  "yes-man" 
weak l ing  t h r o u g h  c r i n g i n g  FEAR -- a n d  b e i n g  r e s o l u t e  and  s t rong-minded ,  
imbued w i t h  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  o f  G o d .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand t h e r e  i s  also a vas t  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h a t  
and b e i n g  s t u b b o r n l y  "mule-minded," e a c h  p u l l i n g  h i s  own w a y ,  and  
doing  h i s  own t h i n g !  

-- 
-- 

What G o d  i n t e n d s  u s  t o  b e  -- what  w e  M U S T  be t o  s u c c e e d  i n  H i s  
Work -- i s  r e s o l u t e  p e o p l e ,  imbued w i t h  t h e  HOLY SPIRIT o f  God, re- 
c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  J e s u s  C h r i s t  i s  o u r  LEADER, and  w e  p l u n g e  f o r t h ,  a l l  
of  t h e  same mind ( t h a t  of C h r i s t )  -- i n  PERFECT HARYONY AND U N I T Y -  
a l l  s p e a k i n g  t h e  same t h i n g .  

0 
---- 
- -- 

L i s t e n  t h e n ,  t o  God's  command: 



-4- 4 
. _  . .  

"NOW I b e s e e c h  you,  b r e t h r e n ,  by t h e  name o f  o u r  Lord J e s u s  
C h r i s t ,  t h a t  ye a l l  s p e a k  t h e  same t h i n g ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  be no  
d i v i s i o n s  among you;  b u t  t h a t  y e  be p e r f e c t l y  j o i n e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  
same mind and  i n  t he  same judgment" ( I  C o r .  1 : l O ) .  

of "yes-men" -- i n s i p i d ,  weak, fear -minded  men conce rned  w i t h  se l f -  
i n t e r e s t ' .  What H e  d i d  mean i s  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  a l l  be l e d  by t h e  same 
S p i r i t  -- God's Holy S p i r i t .  
p i a n s ,  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  t h r o u g h  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  be " l ikeminded ,  h a v i n g  
t h e  same l o v e ,  being of one accord, of -- o n e  mind." H e  s a i d ,  " L e t  
n o t h i n g  be done t h r o u g h  s t r i fe  or  v a i n g l o r y "  /Vani ty  t o  exa l t  s e l f ,  
o r  f u r t h e r  o n e ' s  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t s 7 ;  b u t  i n  i o w l i n e s s  of mind l e t  
e a c h  esteem o t h e r  bet ter  t h a n  t h e m s e l v e s .  Look n o t  every man t o  

_L -_I_ 

0 
God d i d  n o t  i n s p i r e  t h e  a p o s t l e  P a u l  t o  mean t h a t  wrong k i n d  

H e  meant ,  as P a u l  wrote t o  the P h i l l i p -  

-- 

own t h i n g s  ... l e t  t h i s  mind be i n  you which w a s  a l so  i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s "  
( P h i l .  2 : l - 5 ) .  

Y o u l a r e  n o t ,  t h e n ,  a l l o w e d  by G o d  e a c h  t o - p r e a c h  h i s  own i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i m s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  as C h r i s t  leads the  TEAM! 

_. -- 
I n  o t h e r  words, G o d  i n s p i r e d  P a u l  t o  admonish us :  B e  s t rong-mibded ,  

be S p i r i t - m i n d e d ,  and  S p i r i t - l e d .  L e t  G o d ' s  S p i r i t  make u s  a l l  of 
ONE M I N D  -- as a TEAM -- le t  your  p a r t  i n  God's Work be y o u r  p a r t  i n  
a TEAM EFFORT -- a l l  t o g e t h e r  i n  o n e  accord! 

But  T h e r e  Must B e  Team Leadershie 

God wan t s  u s  t o  be a lways  m i n d f u l  t h a t  t o  be a t e a m ,  t h e r e  must  9 - - - -  
be TEAM LEADERSHIP! . 

But HOW? 

W e  must  a lways  k e e p  i n  mind t h a t  JESUS CHRIST i s  t h e  l i v i n g  HEAD 
of t h e  Church. Bu t  HOW does C h r i s t  head  t h e  Work? H e  does n o t  H i m -  
se l f  p e r s o n a l l y ,  by personal c o n t a c t  w i t h  e a c h  d e p a r t m e n t  and  e a c h  
member, c a r r y  on  t h e  Work. H e  d o e s  NOT lead G o d ' s  Work t h r o u g h  t h e  
s e l f - w i l l  o f  e a c h  m i n i s t e r  o r  i n d i v i d u a l ,  each p u l l i n g  h i s  own d i r e c t i o n  
t o  do  h i s  own t h i n g .  

-- 
--- 

Jesus  C h r i s t  l e a d s  G o d ' s  Work t h r o u g h  human l e a d e r s  whom HE ( n o t  
t h e  members b y  vote)  CHOOSES, and  works t h r o u g h .  

I n  t h e  d a y s  o f  a n c i e n t  Israel  i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s ,  G o d  worked 
th rough  Moses. When Aaron and M i r i a m  c h a l l e n g e d  Moses' l e a d e r s h i p ,  
-- when t h e y  wanted  e q u a l  "say-so" -- God s t e r n l y  r ebuked  them! H e  
pun i shed-Mi r i am w i t h  temporary  l e p r o s y .  And when Korah led a g r o u p  
c h a l l e n g i n g  Moses' l e a d e r s h i p ,  God c a u s e d  them t o  be swal lowed up 
by t h e  e a r t h !  

Y e t  many s e e m  t o  t h i n k  God h a s  CHANGED -- or  l o s t  H i s  i n t e r e s t  
o r  power! Some knowing t h e s e  f a c t s  f u l l  w e l l ,  have  n o t  f e a r e d  t o  
c h a l l e n g e  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  CHRIST'S c h o o s i n g  today!  P e r h a p s  t h e s e  
have become unmindfu l  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  b e i n g  judged  by G o d ,  NOW! 

" Y e s "  one  may a r g u e ,  " b u t  t h a t  w a s  O ld  Tes tament  s t u f f !  W e  are 
under  t h e  NEW Tes tament !  God h a s  CHANGED!" 
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WHAT? G o d  h a s  changed? H e  s a y s ,  "I change NOT." The God o f  
Moses w a s  t h e  o n e  who w a s  l a t e r b o r n  as J e s u s  C h r i s t !  And He is t h e  
same, y e s t e r d a y ,  t o d a y ,  and  f o r e v e r !  0 

God t e l l s  u s  i n  t h e  N e w  Tes t amen t  ( I  C o r i n t h i a n s  l : l O ) ,  those 

But  l e t ' s  look  a t  how C h r i s t  l e d  t h e  N e w  Tes tament  Church. 

-- 
O l d  Tes tament  e x a m g e s  w e r e  f o r  o u r  a d m o n i t i o n ,  i n  t h e  E N D - t i m e !  

H e  c h o s e  P e t e r  as l e a d i n g  apos t le ,  and  P a u l  as  leader i n  t h e  
Work t o  t h e  G e n t i l e s .  P a u l  w r i t e s :  " . . .when t h e y  ( a t  J e r u s a l e m )  
s a w  t h a t  t h e  gospel of t h e  u n c i r c u m c i s i o n  w a s  committed u n t o  m e ,  as t h e  
t h e  g o s p e l  of t h e  c i r c u m c i s i o n  w a s  u n t o  Peter. .  . I' (Gal .  2 : 7 ) .  - 

Y e t  P e t e r  t o o k  p r e c e d e n c e  over P a u l ,  as shown a t  t h e  J e r u s a l e m  
c o n f e r e n c e  ( A c t s  15). P a u l  had  been  a t  An t ioch .  S e v e r e  con ten -  
t i o n s  arose i n  t h e  c h u r c h  there. I n  t h i s  case, P a u l  d i d  n o t  t h e n  and  
t h e r e  s e t t l e  it i n  An t ioch ,  b u t  went  t o  J e r u s a l e m  w i t h  Barnabas  and  
c e r t a i n  o t h e r s  -- BECAUSE PETER WAS THERE. 

"And t h e  apostles and  elders came t o g e t h e r  for t o  c o n s i d e r  t h i 5  - 
matter. And when t h e r e  had  --- been  much d i s p u t i n p ,  PETER ROSE UP..." 
and gave t h e  DECISION ( V e r s e  6 - 7 ) .  Then James, b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  P a s t o r '  
o f  t h e  H e a d q u a r t e r ' s  Church,  as a m a t t e r  of protocol, made PETER'S 
DECISION o f f i c i a l  ( v e r s e s  13-29) .  

I n  t h i s  case Peter had  pre-eminence o v e r  P a u l ,  and  a l l  apostles. 

I n  I C o r i n t h i a n s  5 i s  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  a f o r n i c a t o r  i n  t h e  church .  c> 
P a u l  r e p r o v e d  t h e  whole c h u r c h ,  and  showed h i s  a u t h o r i t y  s a y i n g ,  "For 
I v e r i l y ,  as a b s e n t  i n  body, b u t  p r e s e n t  i n  s p i r i t ,  have  judged  a l r e a d y ,  
as though I were p r e s e n t . .  . I '  (verse 3) . 

To t h e  C o r i n t h i a n  church  P a u l  s a id ,  "What w i l l  y e ?  S h a l l  I come 
u n t o  you w i t h  a rod, or  i n  love,  a n d  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  of meekness? ( I  
C o r .  4:21). 

The o n e  who a c c u s e d  o f  "yes-men," a l so  n e e d s  u p d a t i n g  on  a number 
of o t h e r  o b s e r v a t i o n s  he made. H e  s a y s ,  "Obvious ly  you w i l l  n o t  f i n d  
democracy i n  Exodus .... The qovernment  G o d  set UP t h e n  w a s  t h e  best 
f o r m  o f  government  t h a t  c o u l d - b e  set  up -- f o r  t h a t  hay and age, n o t  a 
master b l u e p r i n t  f o r  e t e r n i t y  ..." 

H e  t h i n k s  members' v i e w p o i n t s  o u g h t  t o  make  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  f o r  
today  -- and w e  s h o u l d  have  democracy i n  t h e  church  -- e v e r y  p e r s o n  
d o i n g  what seems r i g h t  i n  h i s  own e y e s .  T h a t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  what 
a n c i e n t  I s rae l  d id .  I n  t h e  days  of t h e  j u d g e s ,  ' ' every man d i d  t h a t  
which w a s  r i g h t  i n  h i s  own e y e s . "  And t h i s  w a s  c o n s t a n t l y  l e a d i n g  
Israel  i n t o  t h e  c a p t i v i t y  o f  s u r r o u n d i n g  kingdoms. 

What i s  t h e  a c t u a l  DIFFERENCE between GOD'S GOVERNMENT, which is 
C GOVERNMENT FROM THE TOP DOWN, and  democracy? Under what  w e  c a l l  

democracy, i f  I d r i v e  t o  a n  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  a STOP s i g n , I  a m  n o t  
f r e e  t o  go on  t h r o u g h  i f  i t  i s  r i g h t  i n  my own e y e s .  W e  are n o t  free 
t o  do  wha teve r  seems r i g h t  i n  e v e r y  i n v i d i d u a l ' s  e y e s .  W e  s t i l l  have  
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LAWS, and codes,  and r u l e s .  And w e  have police and o t h e r  l a w  enforce- 
ment agencies .  0 A 

The DIFFERENCE i s  t h a t  i n  what w e  e r r o n e o u s l y  c a l l  democracy, v 
t h e  PEOPLE d e c i d e  by vote on who s h a l l  be t h e i r  leaders -- whether 
mayor, o r  governor or  p r e s i d e n t .  B u t  THERE I S  STILL RULE. 

The d i f f e r e n c e ,  t hen ,  i k  t h a t  i n  GOD'S GOVERNMENT, GOD d e c i d e s ,  
through C h r i s t ,  WHOM H e  s h a l l  choose and i n s t a l l  i n  o f f i c e  over H i s  
people  i n  H i s  Church. God's apostle cannot  do  as he  - p l e a s e s  i n  h i s  
own personal i n t e r e s t ,  but  as CHRIST l e a d s  him. 

And i f  he d o e s n ' t ?  I f  h e  needs c o r r e c t i o n  or  removal? If SO 
t h a t  i s  CHRIST'S r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  -- and HE WILL SEE TO I T .  
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h o s e  UNDER t h e  apostle t o  correct him. 

It  i s  n 6 t  

" B u t  maybe C h r i s t  is NOT LOOKING -- or  maybe C h r i s t  n e g l e c t s  t o  
correct him? Should n o t  t h e  people under him then t a k e  it i n t o  t h e i r  
hands?" T o  do so would be t o  DEFY CHRIST -- t o  TRY TO TAKE CHRIST'S 
JOB AWAY FROM H I M !  - 

Bre th ren ,  whether  o t h e r s  know it  or  n o t ,  I know w e l l  t h a t  C h r i s t  
i s  no t  asleep a t  t h e  swi t ch  -- H e  w i l l  n o t  n e g i e c t  H i s  job -- and - I 
FEAR t o  d i s b e l i e v e  t h a t .  

The B I G  POINT w e  must  never  lose s i g h t  o f  i s  t h a t  CHRIST IS THE 
L I V I N G  HEAD OF GOD'S CHURCH -- and w e ' d  b e t t e r  a l l  TREMBLE a t  H i s  Word! 

And t h a t  HITS THE N A I L  SQUARELY ON THE HEAD. The trouble, t h e s e  
p a s t  t e n  y e a r s ,  i s  t h a t  too many have l o s t  s i g h t  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
CHRIST i s  o u r  INSPIRED LEADER. There h a s  been too much tendency t o  
look on t h e  Church and t h e  Work as OUR OWN SECULAR WORK -- l i k e  any 
worldly club or  b u s i n e s s .  

You have n o t  - r e a d ,  i n  t h e  GOOD NEWS l a t e l y ,  t h a t  M r .  HWA h a s  
set  t h e  church back on t h e  t r a c k  -- b u t  t h a t  THE L I V I N G  CHRIST h a s  
moved t o  do it! And, t o  u s e  a n o t h e r  modern expression, "YOU'D BETTER 
BELIEVE IT!" 

Now WHERE does o u r  TEACHING come from? What d o c t r i n e s  and 
teachings  s h a l l  w e  a c c e p t ?  Those ' 'voted" on by " t h e  d o c t r i n a l  
committee?" Fellow m i n i s t e r s  and b r e t h r e n ,  C h r i s t  through m e  has  
abol i shed  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  committee! God's Church i s  be ing  se t  back BY 
THE L I V I N G  CHRIST on t h e  t r a c k  o f  O R I G I N A L  TRUTH as CHRIST i n s t i l l e d  
i t  i n t o  God's Church through H i s  chosen a p o s t l e !  

Too l i t t l e  of  t h e  e f f o r t s  of t h e  " d o c t r i n a l  committee'' w a s  t o  
f i n d  and a c c e p t  genuine N e w  - t r u t h  -- b u t  t o  DISprove, t o  a l te r  or  
change t r u t h  which C h r i s t  a l r e a d y  had e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  God's Church! 

From t i m e  t o  t i m e  I propose t o  g i v e  you examples of t h a t ,  a s  I 
proceed f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  t o  RE-establ ish t h e  O R I G I N A L  POSITIVE T R U T H n  - 

"@ 9iven u s  through CHRIST, c o r r e c t i n g  t h e  errors -- though they  be  few -- 
i n  t h e  "STP." 

The r e a l  Head o f  t h i s  Church h a s  con t inued  t o  reveal NEW t r u t h  -- 
genuine bond f i d e  NEW t r u t h  -- through H i s  a p o s t l e ,  b u t  t h e r e  seems t o  

- 



- 7- 

have  been a t endency  for  some t o  i g n o r e  o r  try t o  disprove what 
CHRIST h a s  i n s p i r e d .  

Look, now, t o  t h e  matter of HOW t h e  o r i g i n a l  Church of G o d  
received i ts  t r u t h s  and i t s  d o c t r i n e s .  There  w e r e  NO "DOCTRINAL 
COMMITTEESI' of s p e c i a l  ' i n t e l l e c t u a l  s c h o l a r s  who got t o g e t h e r  and  
dec ided  on ,  and  t h e n  gave to ,  t h e  Church what  i t  w a s  t o  believe. 

The l i v i n g  CHRIST, t h e  HEAD of t h e  Church, gave  H i s  Church HIS 
t r u t h  THROUGH H I S  - APOSTLES: Through Peter,  th rough  P a u l ,  t h r o u g h  
James, INSPIRED t h r o u g h  t h o s e  H e  chose .  

But WHY do w e  f i n d  so much more of t h e  w r i t t e n  New Tes tament  
w r i t t e n  by P a u l  t h a n  by P e t e r ?  
and t h e  o r i g i n a l  twelve, a f t e r  P e t e r ' s  v i s i t  t o  Babylon,  t o  " t h e  LOST 
sheep  of t h e  House of ISRAEL"! T h e i r  i d e n t i t y  was LOST and  G o d  
i n t e n d e d  t o  leave i t  t h a t  way. P e t e r  and  t h e  o r i g i n a l  twelve wen t  t o  
wes te rn  Europe and  B r i t a i n .  They d ropped  o u t  of s i g h t ,  so  t o  speak .  
None of New Tes tament  S c r i p t u r e  w a s  w r i t t e n  of t h e i r  work t h e r e .  

- 

Simply b e c a u s e  C h r i s t  had  s e n t  P e t e r  

0 

Now a d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h a t  word "INPUT." I t  does  n o t  mean a n  - 
a u t h o r i t a t i v e  d o c t r i n e ,  o r  even  a vote on such .  But ' ' i npu t "  i s  
welcome, t o  be CONSIDERED by C h r i s t ' s  a p o s t l e  p r a y e r f u l l y ,  as led 
by C h r i s t .  But  t h e  DECISION must  come from CHRIST, th rough  H i s  
a p o s t l e .  And t h e  l i v i n g  C h r i s t  h a s  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  mind and  m e n t a l  
p r o c e s s e s  of H i s  a p o s t l e  i n  a l l  t h e  v i t a l i t y ,  C l a r i t y ,  
g iven  him 20 y e a r s  ago ,  and  51 y e a r s  ago. Even though Moses' e n t i r e  
l e a d e r s h i p  of Israeli tes f r o m  Egyp t ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  up t o  t h e  
promised l a n d  -- a p e r i o d  o f  f o r t y  y e a r s ,  b e g i n n i n g  a f t e r  Moses w a s  
80 y e a r s  o f  age, y e t  a t  a g e  120 ,  h i s  n a t u r a l  f o r c e  and  mind had  n o t  
a b a t e d  ! 

UNDERSTANDING, 

) 9 

J e s u s  C h r i s t  i s  ABLE -- and H e  WILL -- keep  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  
men ta l  powers of H i s  chosen  a p o s t l e  s h a r p  and  keen and clear,  UNTIL 
THE GREAT COMMISSION I S  FINISHED! 

B r e t h r e n ,  l e t ' s  PLUNGE ON INTO I T ,  f u l l y  mindfu l  t h a t  C h r i s t  h a s  
a g a i n ,  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  Church,  ENTHRONED THE SREAT MAJESTIC GOD a t  
t h e  Supreme Headship  of C h r i s t ,  and  of H i s  Church and  Work! T h i s  i s  
KOT THE WORK OF MEN: T h i s  Church i s  t h e  l i v i n g  TELPLE t o  which C h r i s t  
soon w i l l  come! And except - t h e  E t e r n a l  b u i l d  t h e  house ,  
t h e y  l a b o r  i n  v a i n t h a t  b u n d  it! (Ps .  1 2 7 : l ) .  

HE B U I L T  IT!  

* * * * *  
EXPAb?SION I N  WATS A?.EA One of t h e  Work's m o s t  p o p u l a r  b o o k l e t s ,  The 

commercials  soon ,and  so t h e  WATS area i s  g e a r i n g  up f o r  t h e  e x p e c t e d  
r e sponse .  
marke ts  across t h e  U n i t e d  States  d u r i n g  a nine-week p e r i o d .  
phone l i n e s  are b e i n g  added i n  t h e  WATS area t o  h a n d l e  t h e  i n c r e a s e  
i n  c a l l s  which w e  are a n t i c i p a t i n g .  

Modern Romans, i s  s c h e d u l e d  t o  be h i g h l i g h t e d  on t e l e v i s i o n  s p o t  - - 
These  commercials w i l l  be shown i n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  60 top 

More 

M a i l  Update: 
l e v e l .  
i t  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  v e r y  n e a r  f u t u r e .  
Development m a i l i n g s ,  more r e n e w a l s ,  t h e  "Co-'iv'orker N e w s l e t t e r ,  It  and 

Donat ion  m a i l  f o r  J u l y  seems t o  be r u n n i n g  a t  a n  average 0 
3 Non-donation m a i l  h a s  been down, b u t  t h e r e  are p r o s p e c t s  t h a t  

I n c r e a s e d  S u b s c r i b e r  



a new semiannua l  l e t t e r  f r o m  M r .  Armstrong s h o u l d  a l l  work t o  b r i n g  
t h e  m a i l  p i c t u r e  up s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  

A p o i n t  o f  i n t e r e s t :  
Newsstand Program have  a c t u a l l y  been  t h e  largest  p o r t i o n  of o u r  non- 
d o n a t i o n  m a i l !  
are doing .  

0 
0 Over t h e  past  several weeks,  r e s p o n s e s  f r o m  t h e  

Our c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h a t  depa r tmen t  for  t h e  job t h e y  

--Richard R i c e ,  Mail P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

NEWSSTAND UPDATE T h e  newss tand  program is  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  p roduce  
e x c e l l e n t  r e s u l t s  i n  promot ing  t h e  P l a i n  T r u t h .  I n  May w e  h a d  o u r  
b i g g e s t  number of r e s p o n s e s  t o  d a t e  w i t h  n e a r l y  23,000 new subscribers 
b e i n g  added t o  t h e  PT list.  T h i s  w a s  38% of a l l  adds  t h a t  month and  
f o r  t h e  f i rs t  t i m e ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  s o u r c e  of new s u b s c r i b e r s .  -The 
June  f i g u r e  w a s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  smaller a t  1 2 , 0 0 0  new subscribers, b u t  
t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  of t o t a l  adds o n l y  d ropped  t o  3 4 % .  T h i s  p r o b a b l y  
reflects a s e a s o n a l  change .  

--Newsstands 


