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THANK YOU, FELLOW MINISTERS! 

by Herbert W. Armstrong 

I t  i s  Monday n igh t .  The F e a s t  of 1978 is  over. I s t i l l  h a v e n ' t  
unwound from t h e  f i n a l  sermon h e r e  a t  t h e  Tucson s i te .  But be fo re  I 
do, I have t o  type  o u t  a few words of deep g r a t i t u d e  and THANKS t o  a l l  
you m i n i s t e r s  of  o u r  wonderful C h r i s t .  Largely through you, w e  have 
had t h e  f i n e s t  f e a s t  i n  y e a r s  -- and probably of a l l  t i m e .  

I t  w a s  a SPIRITUAL REVIVAL! A f t e r  our l i v i n g  HEAD of God's Church 
moved t o  set H i s  Church back on t h e  t r a c k ,  then  H i s  Col lege,  now H e  has  
set H i s  F e s t i v a l s  back on t h e  t rack!  I heard  many comments t h a t  t h i s  
Feas t  w a s  as d i f f e r e n t  as day from n i g h t ,  compared t o  l a s t  year. 

While SPECIAL commendation, and a "WELL DONE, GOOD AND FAITHFUL 
SERVANT" is what I f e e l  C h r i s t  would have me'say f o r  H i m ,  i n  H i s  name, 
t o  a l l  you who d e l i v e r e d  sermons, I f e e l  C h r i s t  s a y s  t h e  same t o  ALL OF 
YOU -- f o r  many l e d  i n  song services, p r a y e r ,  and o t h e r  d u t i e s ,  YOU ALL 
w e r e  l e a d e r s  among t h e  b r e t h r e n  a t t e n d i n g ,  and you a l l  se rved  so wonder- 
f u l l y  i n  t h e  marvelous SPIRITUAL ATMOSPHERE t h a t  f i l l e d  every F e a s t  s i te.  

I t  seemed a l l  m e m b e r s  w e r e  "up" f o r  t h i s  F e s t i v a l  -- and t h a t  
r e f l e c t s  t h e  LEADERSHIP of God's min i s t e r s !  

Attendance w a s  UP -- i nc reased  i n  numbers, as w e l l  as i n  SPIRIT. 
The Holy Day Offer ings  w e r e  U P  -- I d o n ' t  have exact f i g u r e s  t o n i g h t ,  
b u t  I ' m  sure  t h e  h i g h e s t  ever. 

The WORK OF GOD i s  OFF TO A NEW FAST-RUNNING START. Now l e t ' s  
STAY ''IJP" f o r  it! * * * * *  
HOLY DAY OFFERING UPDATE FROM THE TREASURER'S OFFICE 

We are s t i l l  i n  t h e  process  of e n t e r i n g  a l l  t h e  Holy Day Of fe r ing  
information i n t o  o u r  f i l e s  f o r  t h e  F e a s t  of Tabernacles  and L a s t  G r e a t  
Day, so w e  do n o t  have f i n a l  f i g u r e s  a t  t h i s  t i m e , , b u t  w e  would l i k e  
t o  g ive  you t h e  PRELIMINARY numbers i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  (U.S. o n l y ) .  

19 77 1978 CHANGE 

Total  Offer ing  $2,099,107.29 $2,205,465.07 + 5.1% 
Average Attendance 66,072 66,555 + 0.7% 
P e r  Person $31.43 $33.13 + 5.4% 

There w i l l  b e  a d d i t i o n a l  o f f e r i n g s  coming from U.S. C i t i z e n s  who 
at tended f e s t i v a l  sites i n  Canada and i n  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  areas, so 
these  f i g u r e s  w i l l  go up s l i g h t l y .  

M r .  Armstrong i s  encouraged by t h e  f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  of a l l  t h e  l o y a l  
members and w a n t s  t o  thank each of  you f o r  your p a r t  i n  t h i s  G r e a t  Work 
of Go?. 

m w 8  4 WMWW U M c n  dood 
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EXCERPTS OF MR. RADER' S TALK ON LAST GREAT DAY 

I would like to announce something that gives me great pleasure. I 
had a choice of announcing it at the end of my talk or at the begin- 
ning, but it is the kind of thing that I don't want to postpone announc- 
ing even that much. My daughter Carol, whom Mr. Armstrong married last 
June at our home in Beverly Hills, has told Mr. Armstrong and me that 
she wants to be baptized. She is here today with her husband Mr. Little 
and my wife and they are seated on my left. Immediately upon our return 
to the Pasadena area, she will be baptized by one of the ministers. 
This gives me a tremendous amount of satisfaction, because although I 
really haven't tried to teach her about these things which I feel are so 
personal, between man and God, I have tried to set the right example, I 
have tried to inculcate in that way those values which hisve become impor- 
tant to you and those values which, of course, have become so important 
to me. All of my family, my children in particular, I would say, have 
very much been influenced by Mr. Armstrong, just by what he does in their 
presence, what he says in their presence, and what they have generally 
observed, and they are leading the kind of lives which are indicative 
that much of what Mr. Armstrong stands for, and what the Church stands for 
has indeed rubbed off. 

Now five years ago at the Feast of Tabernacles I spoke about the fact that 
the Work of God was unique, and I'm sure by now all of you understand that. 
As Mr. Armstrong's closest advisor, then as now, I could see many, many 
changes that would actually lie ahead for the Work. Changes that would be 
beneficial for the Work. Changes that I felt would be a sign that the 
Great Commission was in fact being fulfilled, and some of those changes, 
I believed, were very foreseeable in the aftermath of the events of 1971 
and 1972--events that I felt would ultimately compel the brethren of this 
Church to come to grips with the only reality--the reality that this was, 
and is, and will be the true Church and a Work of the Living God and not 
a Work of mere men, 

Just a few days ago I was again interviewed by a television journalist for 
a program devoted to the Work, its past, its present and its future, Once 
again I proved, I believe, to the journalist that the Work of the Living 
God does not exist to make a particular radio program, with a particular 
frequency of airing, in particular places and of particular times. The 
same for television. The Work does not exist to produce a television pro- 
gram with a particular format for airing at particular times and places. 
It doesn't even exist for the purpose of producing and distributing a 
magazine or any number of magazines with a particular format and fre- 
quency of publication. It doesn't exist to maintain one or two or three 
collegiate grade academic institutions. In one or more places around 
the world. It does exist, however, for one and only one purpose and that 
is, of course, to propagate the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Gospel of the 
Coming Kingdom of God and to propagate that Message, that Announcement 
for a witness unto all nations. It is this purpose, this immutable pur- 
pose that we hope is best being served at any one time by the various 
techniques or activities of the Work that Mr. Armstrong, as Christ's 
Apostle, feels will help best to fulfill that Great Commission. We know 
that our doctrines, as well as the basic purpose of the Church, are immu- 
table also and we know, or should know, that we can reach an understanding 
of what those doctrines are, as well as the resolution of all of our pro- 
blems, by looking to one place primarily--for a source of great strength, 
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and a l s o  the  source of  knowledge--the w r i t t e n  word of t h e  Liv ing  God, 
t h e  Bible .  W e  d o n ' t  have t o  go t o  management tex tbooks  t o  l e a r n  how t o  
govern God's Work. W e  d o n ' t  have t o  go t o  graduate  schools o f  bus iness  
and f inance  t o  l e a r n  how t o  govern God's Work. W e  d o n ' t  have t o  go t o  
academic and s c h o l a r l y  treatises of a t h e o l o g i c a l  n a t u r e  t o  understand 
t h e  message i n  t h e  w r i t t e n  word of t h e  Liv ing  God and w e  know t h a t  we  can 
r e l y  on t h e  f a i t h  t h a t  has been g iven  t o  us ,  and w i t h  hope and wi th  love  
f o r  God and ou r  neighbor w e  w i l l  be able t o  overcome any and a l l  problems, 
as and when t h e y  may arise.  

Changes have indeed t aken  p l a c e  over  t h e  past  f i v e  yea r s ,  and many changes 
have taken  p l a c e  du r ing  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  months. I a m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  you a l l  
rea l ize ,  however, how necessary  these changes have been. I am c e r t a i n  
t h a t  you are as  g r a t e f u l  as  I ,  t h a t  w e  are back on t h e  r i g h t  t r a c k ,  t h a t  
God i s  on H i s  t h rone ,  t h a t  C h r i s t  i s  heading t h i s  Work and M r .  Armstrong, 
as C h r i s t ' s  Apost le  i n  t h i s  end t i m e ,  i s  be ing  l e a d  as always by God t h e  
Father  and C h r i s t  t h e  Son. 

God t r u l y  does work, however, i n  myster ious  ways. H e  g i v e s  u s  f a i t h ,  and 
w e  p ray  and w e  hope f o r  t h e  miracle which w i l l  save u s  from o u r  m o s t  
dreaded f e a r s ,  from o u r  worst  a f f l i c t i o n s .  H e  has  answered o u r  p r a y e r s  
t h i s  t i m e ,  a miracle has occurred.  H e  has in t e rvened  t o  restore l i f e  and 
v igor  t o  C h r i s t ' s  Apost le .  
own experience of  w i tnes s ing  t h e  miracle t h a t  unfolded be fo re  my eyes.  
I would l i k e  t o  share a l i t t l e  b i t  of t h e  drama, a l i t t l e  b i t  of t h e  s t o r y  
t h a t  now can and should be t o l d .  

But I would l i k e  t o  share a l i t t l e  b i t  of my 

L i t t l e  d i d  M r .  Armstrong or  I suspec t  t h a t  conges t ive  heart f a i l u r e  would 
s t r ike  h i m  down so suddenly f o u r t e e n  months ago, when w e  r e t u r n e d  af ter  
a worldwide journey,  f r o m  t h e  middle of t h e  Afr ican  con t inen t .  L i t t l e  d i d  
w e  know t h a t  more than  one t i m e  i n  a three-week pe r iod  he would be on t h e  
threshold  of death. L i t t l e  d i d  we  know t h a t  du r ing  t h i s  three-week pe r iod  
he would i n  f a c t  d i e  as  he has w r i t t e n  t o  you, and w i l l  probably t e l l  you 
some more about  today ,  and t h a t  he would have t o  be rev ived  by mouth-to- 
mouth r e s u s c i t a t i o n  and by manual h e a r t  massage. L i t t l e  d i d  w e  know t h a t  
many i n  h igh  p l a c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  Work, would w r i t e  h i m  o f f  as dead, would 
w r i t e  him o f f  as  b u r i e d ,  would w r i t e  him off as  never  t o  r e t u r n .  And l i t t l e  
d i d  w e  know t h a t  many i n  h igh  p l a c e s ,  seemingly f r e e  t o  abandon God's Way 
and God's Laws would be so w i l l i n g  t o  do so. 

Y e s ,  t h e  f i r s t  f e w  weeks of  M r .  Armstrong's i l l n e s s  w e r e  ve ry  c r i t i c a l  
indeed. Y e s  M r .  Armstrong d i d  die--yet  he w a s  revived.  But t h e  Living God 
i n  H i s  myster ious ways s a w  fit  t o  l e t  s o m e  remain b l inded  t o  M r .  Armstrong's 
recovery,  even w h i l e  he caused M r .  Armstrong t o  g i v e  evidence of h i s  
recovery and t o  g i v e  everyone t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  r ea l i ze  t h a t  t h e  miracle 
had indeed occurred.  But j u s t  as  t h e  J e w s  i n  C h r i s t ' s  t i m e  r e fused  t o  
recognize t h e  Messiah so long awaited, so too those i n  h igh  p l a c e s  r e fused  
t o  b e l i e v e  M r .  Armstrong w a s  a l i v e  and w e l l .  

M r .  Armstrong f i n a l l y  r e t u r n e d  t o  Pasadena, immediately fo l lowing  N e w  Year's 
Day and on January 3 ,  1978 he c h a i r e d  a meeting of  t h e  Board of  Directors 
of t h e  Church. H e  announced t o  t h e  members of  t he  Board t h a t  he had 
indeed recovered,  t h a t  he had indeed been r e s t o r e d  t o  l i f e  by t h e  g i f t  
of t h e  Living G o d .  Then, p o i n t  by p o i n t ,  by the  spoken word and i n  
w r i t i n g ,  he o u t l i n e d  w h a t  must be done t o  save t h e  Work of t h e  Liv ing  
God. What must be done t o  g e t  t h e  Work moving again.  What must be done 
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to get God the Father and Christ the Son back into God's Work. 
these Board Members were astounded--not only by Mr. Amstrong's recovery, 
but by the insight that he had as to what was needed in God's Work. 
though astounded, they were happily astounded. Some might have been a 
bit incredulous, unbelieving but also happily so. 
ThAt one person shocked the others by his open and naked hostility and 
his unveiled and all too revealing disrespect. But Christ's Apostle was 
equal to the occasion. 
directions to the others to carry out the policies that he had enunciated 
and to keep in touch with him over the ensuing months. 

The next morning Mr. Armstrong's son sent his wife and an assistant to Mr. 
Armstrong's home and they pleaded that Mr. Armstrong make no mention of the 
open rebellion that had occurred the day before and to make no mention of 
the momentous decisions that Mr. Armstrong had made, when he, Mr. Amstrong, 
was scheduled to speak within the hour at the opening of the ministerial 
conference in Pasadena, California. A few moments later Mr. Armstrong's 
son pleaded with his father on his own behalf to make no announcements 
about the decisions that had been made and to make no mention before the 
ministers of the rebellion. Mr. Armstrong decided once again at that point 
to give his son one more chance. 
son to do the right thing in God's eyes. 

Some of 

But 

One person was resentful. 

He calmly reemphasized his points, gave overall 

One more opportunity was thus given his 

Mr. Armstrong consented and said nothing about the rebellion and said 
nothing about the decisions, 
remain for the conference because he was further assured that doctrines of 
this Church would not be discussed and would not in any way be involved 
at the ministerial conference. Mr. Armstrong and I returned to Tucson 
after we each addressed the ministers. Mr. Armstrong related much of what 
I have now told you about his miraculous recovery and I spoke on the need 
for unity, love, harmony and cooperation in God's Work. 

Since January, 1978, Mr. Armstrong has point by point reported all subse- 
quent events to you in personal letters, in articles in the Good News and 
in sermons in Pasadena, Tucson, Phoenix and Big Sandy. He has literally 
poured his heart out to you, He has revealed much of what he hoped would 
never have to be made known to many. He has been literally heartbroken 
over the l o s s  of a physical son in whom he had placed so much hope and 
from whom he has suffered so much--so much pain and so much anguish. Don't 
think for one moment that it was easy for him, don't think for one moment 
that he has not suffered, don't think for one moment that he has not been 
sorely grieved and disappointed. I know better, I've lived with him every- 
day for all practical purposes as he just said a few moments ago for the 
past ten years. And I myself have never worked so hard and so futilely, 
so unsuccessfully to bring about a contrary result. 

Mr. Armstrong was assured that he need not 

What has not been told in my opinion is that there were two miracles as 
I view the events of the past fourteen months. The first miracle of course 
was as I already stated--Mr. Armstrong was restored to life and to vigor, 
restored with his faculties so necessary to carry on the work of the Living 
God, faculties which were bestowed upon him by the Living God, undiminished, 
and Mr. Armstrong has been given the opportunity to continue as Christ's 
Apostle in this end time. But the second miracle was one that we did not 
foresee and we did not envision. God struck down Mr. Armstrong in such a 
way as to permit him after being restored to life to see firsthand what the 
Work would be like if he were no longer here, if, in fact, he were dead, if, 
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Mr. Armstrong has told people that he could very well outlive all of us 
and I believe that very, very strongly, and we all hope that Mr. Armstrong 
will be able to complete the Work, if that is what God's overall plan has 
provided for Mr. Armstrong, but, if not, M r .  Armstrong's timely action, 
as a result of the two Iniracles as I have seen them, his timely measures, 
his timely actions will ensure that the Work will be done. 

SO brethren there were two miracles that the Living God performed for the 
direct benenfit Of His Work this time- Miracles performed before our eyes, 
if we were simply of the mind to see them. Is there any wonder that my 
faith has been enhanced a thousand-fold. 
there is a Living God in the minds Of any of you. 
your mind now that this is the True Church, the only Church and a Work of 
the Living God and not a work of mere men. 

I have a lot more that I could share with you, but I don't want to take the 
time now, I know that you're Waiting as I have for so long to hear Mr. 
Armstrong speak here again in Tucson. I shall write more to YOU in the 
future in the pages of the Good News and from time to time maybe some of my 
comments given in forums or else reach you by cassette or video tape. I 
cannot thank you enough for your letters of encouragement,of support and 
your prayers for me, for my Wife, my children, for Mr. Armstrong and Mrs. 
Armstrong. Please let me continue to hear from you. I would like to share 
one letter that I received just before I left Pasadena, 10 days ago. From 
a woman signed Nettie. She says in this letter: 

Should there be any doubt that 
Is there any doubt in 

"Hello Stanley Rader. After listening to the tape of your forum, I was 
moved to express appreciation for you and all you have done for the Work. 
Many years ago, before you were baptized Mr. Armstrong often told US 
about your great service on behalf of the Church. We thank God for YOU 
and ask Him to bless you mightily. 
I was jubilant, happy, thankful, for I knew your work would be more 
effective than ever. 

Word came that you were baptized and 

Since the traumatic events of the last few months, my heart went out to 
YOU almost as much as to Mr. Armstrong. I prayed for you, felt for YOU 
and always felt very thankful for you. 

The trials have been a bit severe, but they have caused just about every- 
one to know for sure whether they had built their house on sand or the 
rock. 

Thank you, Dear Sir, for all you have done, are doing and will continue 
to do for Mr. Armstrong, the Work, and for me. Sincerely, Nettie." 
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I t e l l  YOU wi th  g r e a t  candor and i n  a l l  humi l i t y  t h a t  t h i s  k ind  of 
l e t te r  t e l l s  m e ,  t h a t  a l though I have n o t  done as much i n  the p a s t  
twenty some odd y e a r s  as I would have l i k e d  t o  have done f o r  t h e  Work, 
t h a t  I haven ' t  done as  poor ly  as I s o m e t i m e s  t h i n k  I have. Thank you. 

PUBLISHING SERVICES UPDATE Things are back i n  f u l l  swing h e r e  i n  Pasa- 
dena af ter  t h e  F e s t i v a l .  Brian Knowles, Dexter Faufkner and I are 
working t o g e t h e r  on r e v i t a l i z i n g  ou r  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  

Please announce i n  a l l  U . S .  churches t h a t  t h o s e  heads of household 
who d i d n ' t  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  free copy of The I n c r e d i b l e  Human P o t e n t i a l  
should w r i t e  t o  Pasadena and r e q u e s t  one. M r .  Armstrong wants every- 
body t o  have a copy. The M a i l  P rocess ing  Department w i l l  handle  t h e s e  
r eques t s  j u s t  as they  do a l l  other l i t e r a t u r e  r e q u e s t s .  Books should  
a r r i v e  i n  about 4 t o  6 weeks. I n  Canada, m i n i s t e r s  should  announce 
t h a t  those  w h o  d i d n ' t  r e c e i v e  their  f a m i l y * s  f r e e  copy should w r i t e  
t h e  Vancouver off  ice. 

~ l l  u.S. Co-Workers w e r e  r e c e n t l y  s e n t  a l e t t e r  o f f e r i n g  them a f r e e  
COPY of M r .  Armstrong's book. Canadian Co-Workers w i l l  be  s e n t  a 
s imi la r  l e t t e r  from t h e  Vancouver o f f i c e .  W e  a n t i c i p a t e  about  30 ,000  
responses f r o m  U . S .  arld Canadian Co-Workers. So, i f  a CoTWorker 
r eques t s  a book, please e x p l a i n  t o  them t h a t  t hey  w i l l  soon r e c e i v e  a 
l e t te r  o f f e r i n g  them a free copy. 

Members or  Co-Workers wanting a d d i t i o n a l  cop ie s  can order t h e m  a t  
$4 .00  per copy through February of 1979.  The book w i l l  then  be  a v a i l -  
a b l e  i n  bookstores  i n  e a r l y  s p r i n g  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  pub l i c .  

A l l  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  o f f i c e s  w i l l  be  shipped t h e  q u a n t i t y  of books they  
requested.  Shipments w i l l  l e a v e  Pasadena t h e  f irst  p a r t  of  December. 

One l a s t  no te  regard ing  the  A I C F  f i l m  which w a s  shown dur ing  t h e  
F e s t i v a l .  The f i l m  is  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  local church areas i f  any 
p a s t o r s  wish t o  have another  showing f o r  t h o s e  who m a y  have missed it. 
For example, I heard t h a t  many a t  Sara toga  Spr ings  could n o t  ,see t h e  
f i l m  due t o  bad l i g h t i n g  i n  t h e  Auditorium. Please c o n t a c t  Ted 
Herlofson o r  myself about o b t a i n i n g  t h i s  f i l m .  

- 
--Roger Lippross, Publ i sh ing  Department 

MAIL HOLDS U P  WELL DURING THE FEAST While MPC enjoyed a temporary 
recess from i t s  r o u t i n e  work d u r i n s  t h e  Feast, let ters cont inued  t o  
flow i n  from l i s t e n e r s  and readers:  A l m o s t  a l l  donat ion m a i l  r ece ived  
during t h e  p a s t  t w o  weeks w a s  processed by a s k e l e t o n  c r e w .  But ,  a t  
t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  are approximately 65 ,000  non-donation le t ters  on hand. 

I t  w i l l  probably t a k e  a couple  of weeks t o  c a t c h  up completely wi th  
t h i s  backlog. W e ' l l  have more news on developments r ega rd ing  t h e  m a i l  

--Richard R i c e ,  M a i l  P rocess ing  Center  i n  t h e  next  i s s u e .  

y.0.u. UPDATE N e w s  f r o m  a l l  t he  Y.O.U. F e s t i v a l  a c t i v i t i e s  has n o t  
come i n  y e t ,  b u t  t hose  w e  have heard f r o m  had glowing r e p o r t s .  The 
dances seemed t o  go much b e t t e r  t h i s  yea r .  T a l e n t  c o n t e s t s  w e r e  much 
c r i s p e r .  
completed before t h e  show. 

Shows w e r e  he ld  t o  under one and a ha l f  hours  wi th  a l l  judging 
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Severa l  areas repor t ed  inc reased  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  from t h e  youth i n  
s e r v i c e  p r o j e c t s  on Youth Day, and t h o s e  sermons w e  heard about  w e r e  
considered s u p e r i o r .  
wi th  one s i te  m o r e  than  doubl ing i t s  previous  mark. That s i t e  had one 
o f f e r i n g  from a nineteen-year-old of more than  f o u r  thousand d o l l a r s  
f o r  both f i r s t  and l a s t  days combined. T h a t ' s  you th fu l  zea l !  

Youth Holy Day o f f e r i n g s  w e r e  up from l a s t  yea r  

Youth Conference: Trave l  planning fo r  t h e  Y.O.U.  conference must be  
done qu ick ly  because of t h e  Christmas t r a v e l  rush  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Those 
who are f l y i n g  may want t o  make t h e i r  own r e s e r v a t i o n s  and send us  t h e  
names involved.  W e  w i l l  have t h e  t i c k e t s  p repa id  from Pasadena. I f  
you make your own r e s e r v a t i o n s  please t r y  t o  f l y  f r o m  a nearby t runk  c i t y  
where poss ib l e .  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  a major c i t y  much can be  saved i n  t i m e  and h a s s l e  
f o r  t h e  t r a v e l e r s .  

I f  arrangements can b e  made l o c a l l y  t o  t r a n s p o r t  t h e  

If you can make a seven day excurs ion  r e s e r v a t i o n ,  it is p o s s i b l e  t o  
l eave  Pasadena on Fr iday  ( D e c .  2 9 1 ,  b u t  w e  hope very  few w i l l  need t o  
a r r i v e  on Thursday as t h e  c o l l e g e  does n o t  break u n t i l  t h e  22nd of 
December. 

Those wi th in  approximately 1200 m i l e s  w i l l  b e  g iven  bus f a r e  and a food 
a l l o t m e n t  f o r  t h e  t r i p  t o  Pasadena. Any who can f l y  f o r  less than  t h e  
c o s t  of bus f a r e  p l e a s e  l e t  us  know soon so w e  can purchase your a i r l i n e  
t i c k e t s  a long w i t h  t h e  rest who w i l l  be  f l y i n g .  

W e  hope eve ry th ing  goes smoothly i n  your planning.  L e t  us  know i f  w e  
can make your job  easier. 

--Ron Dick, Y.O.U.  

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

WHILE WE ALL WERE AWAY... My w i f e ,  sons  and I have j u s t  r e t u r n e d  from 
a wonderful t r i p  t o  A u s t r a l i a  and New Zealand, combining t h e  v i s i t  t o  
f o u r  Feast si tes wi th  acqu i r ing  f i r s t - h a n d  knowledge of t h a t  p a r t  of 
t h e  world f o r  f u t u r e  P l a i n  Truth and Good N e w s  ar t ic les .  W e  g r e a t l y  
enjoyed meeting t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  both  c o u n t r i e s  and w e  wish t o  thank 
a l l  t hose  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y  and o f f i c e  s t a f f  who helped make o u r  v i s i t  
so p r o f i t a b l e .  

The F e a s t  is  over  f o r  t h i s  yea r .  But t h e  world moves on, w i th  even 
g r e a t e r  speed toward t h e  climax a t  t h e  " c l o s e  of t h e  age." 

While w e  w e r e  a l l  "dropping o u t "  of t h i s  world t o  observe God's f e s t i -  
v a l s ,  t h e  1J.S. d o l l a r  cont inued i t s  plunge. Before w e  l e f t  f o r  t h e  
Feast t h e  d o l l a r  w a s  worth about  1 . 9 4  W e s t  German marks. Now it is  
close t o  20 c e n t s  lower. Today t h e  Japanese yen reached ano the r  r eco rd  
high a g a i n s t  t h e  U . S .  currency -- 175. 

Nothing s e e m s  t o  h e l p  t h e  d o l l a r .  Reports TIME magazine: "Confidence 
i n  t h e  d o l l a r  has  so eroded t h a t  it s o m e t i m e s  plunges s h a r p l y  t h e s e  
days wi th  no s p e c i f i c  news a t  a l l  t o  account  f o r  t h e  drop." 

The Los Angeles T i m e s  e d i t o r i a l i z e d  on October 27:  "The d o l l a r  i s n ' t  
what it used t o  be...A v i s i t o r  f r o m  Europe a s k s ,  ove r  lunch,  why 
Americans s e e m  t o  care so l i t t l e  about  t h e  v a l u e  of t h e i r  d o l l a r  when 
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the people of Europe care SO deeply, and worry so much about how it 
affects their lives. It is clear from the tone of voice that the real 
question is: 

Tragically no. Much of the pride of the U.S. was once concentrated 
in its powerful currency, the "Almighty Dollar." The pride in that 
power is fading as fast as its value. 

Also while we were at the Feast, China's most influential policymaker, 
its Deputy Prime Minister Teng Hsiao-peng, made a history-making eight- 
day trip to Japan. 
Communist official. He journeyed across the Japan Sea specifically to 
formalize the August 12 China-Japan friendship treaty. 

'Have - you _c no pride?"' 

It was the first ever to Tokyo by a top Chinese 

Teng, however, went a lot further than mere formalities. He praised 
the Japanese over and over, emphasizing that his visit marked the 
official end to recriminations and ill feelings brought on by war 
between the two powers over 40 years ago. 

The Japanese realize they are being brought, almost against their will, 
into much closer relationship with China, and against China's number one 
rival, the Soviet Union. As the big Tokyo daily Asahi Shimbun editora- 
lized, "Regardless of what Japan may think of this treaty, it has pulled 
us more deeply into the power politics of the Sino-Soviet confrontation." 

Japan's industralists, however, are not that much concerned. Worried 
over loss of sales in the West, they are counting on the new Peking 
connection to lift Japan's depressed industries out of the doldrums. 

As the memories of bitter fighting between the two Asian giants fades, 
there is another more ominous development. The Chinese have abandoned 
their traditional opposition to Japanese rearmament and have recently 
been encouraging Tokyo to build up its fledgling defense forces. Even 
the shrewd prime minister of Singapore, Lee Kwan Yew, stated before 
the Feast that his government and the others in the ASEAN grouping 
(Edalaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines and Thailand) would not be 
opposed to a moderate buildup of Japanese military strength. 

TWO other events of major importance occured during the Feast -- the 
election of Polish Cardinal Karol Wojtyla as Pope John Paul I1 and 
the overwhelming victory of Franz Josef Strauss in- Bavaria's provincial 
elections. The analysis of these two events will appear in the next 
issue of the Good -- News. 

Also during the Feast, the United States reluctantly permitted 
Rhodesian Prime Minister Ian Smith, along with one of the black co- 
leaders of Rhodesia's transitional multiracial government to visit 
the U.S. Smith was invited by a group of U.S. Senators and Congressmen 
who have been irked by the State Department's obvious favoritism shown 
toward the guerrilla leaders of the so-called Patriotic Front and 
its unwillingness to lift the trade embargo against Rhodesia -- even 
though it said it would do so if the embattled country moved toward 
majority rule, which it is doing. 

One of these senators is California's S .  I. Hayakawa, who fulminates 
against the insipidness of U.S. foreign policy, specifically the fear- 
fulness of "offending" America's new "friends" in Africa, especially 
the so-called "front-line" states of Zambia, Tanzania, Angola, Botswana, 
and Mozambique. 
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In  t h e  October 30 i s s u e  of U . S .  N e w s  & World Report Hayakawa w a s  asked: 
"DO you b e l i e v e  t h e  U . S .  would j eopa rd ize  i ts  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  a l l  of 
black A f r i c a  by doing bus iness  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  Rhodesian government?" 
H i s  answer: " N o t  one b i t .  I t  seems t o  m e  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  con t inues  
t o  f r i g h t e n  i tself  w i t h  bogymen. They s a y ,  'What w i l l  t h e  f r o n t - l i n e  
states say? '  
i t ' s  what t h e y ' r e  going t o  do t h a t  m a t t e r s .  

W e l l ,  i t ' s  no t  what t h e y ' r e  going t o  say  t h a t  matters; 

"Jus t  i n  t h e  past  f e w  weeks, Zambia opened up i t s  borders  t o  Rhodesia 
because t h e y ' r e  j u s t  having such a t e r r i b l e  economic crisis t h e r e .  
Zambia, Botswana, M a l a w i ,  Mozambique -- a l l  depend enormously e i ther  on 
South A f r i c a  o r  Rhodesia, or both.  And so, f r o n t - l i n e  s ta tes  can make 
a l l  t h e  angry n o i s e s  they  l i k e ,  b u t  t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  dependent upon t h e  
advanced na t ions  l i k e  Rhodesia and South Af r i ca . "  

And then ,  i n  a conclusion which shows t h a t  s a n i t y  has no t  t o t a l l y  
departed from U . S .  o f f i c i a ldom y e t ,  Hayakawa thundered: 

"AS it is ,  t h e  United States i s  so f r i g h t e n e d  of t h e  d i sapprova l  of t h e  
so-ca l led  f r o n t - l i n e  states -- t h o s e  miserably  weak, economically 
f r a g i l e  f r o n t - l i n e  states which p u t  on a b i g  f r o n t ,  backed up by Russian 
weaponry, b u t  have no i n n e r  s t r e n g t h  -- t h a t  w e  d o n ' t  d a r e  do anything.  
And w e ' r e  p e c u l i a r l y  para lyzed  o u r  own fears. 

"I am very much ashamed a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  United States i s  
it, Russia  should b e  f r i g h t e n e d  of us. But f r igh tened  of Russia.  D--- 

every move w e  t a k e  w e  s ay ,  'What w i l l  t h e  Russians s a y ? '  
t h e  Russians say? '  The h--- w i th  what they  say.  They should be  a sk ing  
about every move they  make, 'What w i l l  t h e  Americans say?"' 

--Gene H. Hogberg, N e w s  Bureau 

-- 

-- 
'What w i l l  


