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I had not realized it before, but I find that somehow there seems 
to have been a supposition among some--more or less, I do not know 
to what extent--in the Ministry to assume that Church DOCTRINE is 
set by the Church. 

that in the Church we must ALL SPEAK THE SAME THINGS, that there be 
no divisions among us. 

This is MOST IMPORTANT--for God commands through the Apostle Paul 

It ought to be obvious that for ABSOLUTE DOCTRINAL UNITY, the 
doctrines, practices, customs should be PUT INTO the Church by Jesus 
Christ, the living HEAD of the Church. 

same thing--or at least in harmony and of one mind doctrinally. 
It is apparent that, in the ministry, we were NOT all speaking the 

I quote from a letter from Dr. Robert Kuhn. "After much consideration, 
I feel that it is proper that I should personally take full responsibility 
for the Systematic Theology Project. 
therefore must accept full responsibility for all its aspects, . . . 
Mr. Armstrong, please believe what I wanted to do. 
has always been to support you and help the Church doing God's Work. 
The circumstances surrounding the Systematic Theology Project were 
exceedingly complex from its inception as an effort to thwart the 
ministerial dissention and silence the doctrinal critics in 1974 to 
the writing of the papers (and the editing) during the time of your 
illness in late 1977. Throughout my personal objective was always 
to simply, powerfully and'\wholeheartedly uphold Church doctrine in 
the most effective manney. However I failed in this,. I come before 
you, the Ministry and the Church to ask forgiveness." 

I gather from Dr. Kuhn's letter that it was assumed that the 
doctrines of the Church are those agreed on by a group of qinisters at 
Headquarters. 

I was the primary participant and 

My sole desire 

His letter continues, "My only goal in coordinating the project 
was to bring doctrinal consistency, stability and unity to the Ministry 
and the Church during a very traumatic and protracted period." 

That brings me to say this: 

1) The very fact that such a project was contemplated, planned, 
or being worked on, 
top-ranking ministers were demoted, or shanghaied away from Pasadena, 
and threatened with termination of their ministry if they contacted 

was deliberately kept from me by my son--and many 

_ -  me in- any,way, . - - c  1 .  
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AS God i s  my w i t n e s s ,  - -  I KNEW N O T H I N G  ABOUT any s u c h  p r o j e c t  b e i n g  
produced.  I knew a b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  i t - -or  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
such  a p r o j e c t - - o r  what it c o n t a i n e d - - u n t i l  some months a f t e r  it had 
been handed o u t  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  a t  t h e  J a n u a r y  Confe rence .  P r i o r  t o  
t h e  Conference  I asked  my son Garne r  T e d  p o i n t  b l a n k  i f  any d o c t r i n a l  
matters were t o  b e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  any way--as t h e y  had been  t h e  y e a r  
b e f o r e  a f t e r  I had been maneuvered t o  f l y  t o  Europe t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of  t h e  
opening  d a y ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  Confe rence  a t  i t s  open ing  
morning s e s s i o n .  My son  a s s u r e d  m e  n o t h i n g  of a d o c t r i n a l  n a t u r e  
would i n  any way be  b r o u g h t  up. But it w a s  - b r o u g h t  up, and  I f i n d  now 
t h a t  h o u r s  w e r e  s p e n t  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  and e x p l a i n i n g  d o c t r i n e s  i n  t h i s  

STP . 
Now I a m  t o l d  by D r .  Kuhn t h a t  t h e  whole p r o j e c t  w a s  i n t e n d e d  t o  

b r i n g  t h e  M i n i s t r y  i n t o  harmony and u n i t y  ( so  a l l  would s p e a k  t h e  s a m e  
t h i n g ) .  And BY WHAT METHOD? 

That  i s  t h e  c r u x  o f  t h e  mat te r !  The e n t i r e  m i s t a k e  w a s  i n ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  - assuming t h a t  what  a g roup  of m i n i s t e r s  a t  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  unde r  my s o n ,  
cou ld  d e t e r m i n e  Church d o c t r i n e ,  and i f  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s a t i s f y  c e r t a i n  
ones  who d i d  n o t  want t o  a c c e p t  what  had been  Church d o c t r i n e  a l l  a l o n g ,  
t o  COMPROMISE, by WATERING DOWN God 's  T r u t h !  

Dear F e l l o w  M i n i s t e r s ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  Church O F  GOD,  w i t h  J e s u s  C h r i s t  
i t s  L I V I N G  Head--not t h e  church  o f  MEN,  b a r g a i n i n g ,  d i s c u s s i n g ,  compro- 
m i s i n g ,  a l t e r i n g  and w a t e r i n g  down d o c t r i n e s  t o  please MEN! 

Pe rhaps  I myse l f  s h o u l d  t a k e  p a r t  of t h e  blame f o r  n o t  s o o n e r  
hav ing  made CLEAR AND PLAIN p r e c i c e l y  H 0 W God p u t  H i s  T r u t h  and 
d o c t r i n e s  i n t o  H i s  Church. I s i m p l y  d i d  n o t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  
n o t  unde r s tood .  

Up u n t i l  t h i s  c o n s p i r a c y  w a s  done and an  a t t e m p t  t o  a l t e r  c e r t a i n  
d o c t r i n e s  t o  p l e a s e  c e r t a i n  m i n i s t e r s ,  HOW D I D  G o d  p u t  H i s  d o c t r i n e s ,  
b e l i e f s ,  cus toms and p r a c t i c e s  i n t o  H i s  Church? ANSWER: THROUGH JESUS 
C H R I S T  AND H I S  CHOSEN APOSTLE! 

Now w a s  t h a t  G O D ' S  WAY? L e t  t h e  Word of God t e l l  u s .  And 
i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  l e t  m e  f i r s t  i n t e r j e c t  h e r e ,  i f  any  m i n i s t e r  d o e s  n o t  
w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  a g r e e  w i t h  any d o c t r i n e ,  t h e  s o l u t i o n  i s  n o t  t o  COMPROMISE 
o r  WATER DOWN--but t o  BE SURE w e  have  what  JESUS CHRIST has p u t  i n t o  
t h e  Church. The s o l u t i o n ,  t h e n ,  i s  f o r  any such m i n i s t e r  t o  come t o  
Pasadena--or  Tucson i f  I a m  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime--and p r a y e r f u l l y  and  
s i n c e r e l y  go over it t o g e t h e r .  I f  y o u r  mind i s  as open as is  mine,  
w e  w i l l  both come t o  t h e  same mind--the mind of CHRIST! I w i l l  n e v e r  
compromise w i t h  God's  Tru th- -but  my mind w i l l  a lways  be open t o  PROOF 
of what i s  t h a t  t r u t h .  I have  p roved  t h a t  i f ,  b e i n g  human m y s e l f ,  I 
have been  wrong on a p o i n t ,  I WILL CHANGE TO THE TRUTH! 

Peter and  P a u l ,  and t h e  o t h e r  o r i g i n a l  Apostles w e r e  a l so  human 
and s u b j e c t  t o  m i s t a k e s .  Y e t  t h e  Church received ALL i t s  d o c t r i n e s ,  
t e a c h i n g s ,  and  practices THROUGH THOSE APOSTLES! THERE I S  NOT ONE 
EXAMPLE OF THE CHURCH RECEIVING ITS BELIEFS ANY,OTHER WAY! 

J e s u s  C h r i s t  D I D  NOT APPOINT A DOCTRINAL COMMITTEE of MEN o r  
m i n i s t e r s  t o  m a n u f a c t u r e  and g ive  t h e  Church doc t r ine !  Jesus  C h r i s t  
t a u g h t  P e t e r  and  t h e  o r i g i n a l  twelve I N  PERSON, t h e  same C h r i s t  t a u g h t  
P a u l  I N  PERSON! C h r i s t  is  t h e  PERSONAL Word of G o d .  The B i b l e  i s  
t h a t  same Word I N  WRITING! p w k  3 I_ . L- 
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I followed Paul's example. 

And I can say, with him, "But I certify you, brethren, that 
the gospel which was preached of me is not after m a n .  
received it of man, neither was I t a G h m t , b u t  bythe revelation of 
Jesus Christ. . . But when it pleased God, who. . .called me by His 
grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the 
heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood. Neither . . .@I  went I to a Biblical Seminary, but I went into night-ahd-day 
study of the Word of God, mostly on my knees. 

For I neither 

(Galations 1:11-17). 

The Apostle Paul says, verse 17, that instead of going to other 
MEN, he went into Arabia. Apparently Jesus Christ, IN PERSON, manifested 
Himself and taught Paul there. For Paul said later, I t .  . . Have I not seen 
Jesus Christ our Lord. . .?'I  (I Cor. 9 : l ) .  . . . And that He rose 
again the third day according to the scriptures; and that He was seen 
of Cephas, then of the twelve: . . .And last of all He was seen of me 
also, as of one born out of due time" (I Cor. 15:4-6,8). 

The twelve original Apostles received their teaching direct from 
Jesus IN PERSON. The Apostle Paul spent some three years in Arabia, 
and apparently that was the time when he saw JESUS IN PERSON, and was 
taught directly by Jesus Christ. But as Jesus is the Word in Person, 
so the Bible is the Word of God IN PRINT. 

Now back to Galations 1; "Then after three years (in Arabia) I 
went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. 
But other of the Apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's Brother" 
(Gal. 1:18-19). Continue on, "Then fourteen years after I went up 
again 
And I went up by revelation, and communicated to them that gospel 
which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were 
of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain. 
But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision 
(to the Gentiles) was committed unto me, as the gospel of the 
circumcision (Israel) was unto Peter; For he that wrought effectually 
in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty 
in me toward the Gentiles" (Gal. 2:l-8). 

to Jerusalem w'ith Baranabas, and took Titus with me also. 

The word "apostle" means "one -- sent forth. 'I 

The meaning here is unmistakable--as Peter was the chief Apostle 
to Israel and Judah, so Paul was chief Apostle to the Gentiles. 

Nevertheless, when All of the Scriptures on the subject are put 
together, it becomes certain that Peter, in fact, was - the over-all 
chief Apostle. 

The New Testament Church of God received all its teachings, 
practices, customs, FROM THE APOSTLES, with Peter chief over all the 
others. 

I know well, that, in view of Roman Catholic teachings regarding 
Peter being the first pope, this statement will be challenged by many-- 
but it is TRUE, nevertheless! 
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Peter did have primacy as chief Apostle! I shall amply prove that. 
YET PETER WAS NOT A'POPE! There is a vast DIFFERENCE! 

Remember, an Apostle is "ONE SENT FORTH WITH THE GOSPEL". The 
Roman Catholic pope sits permanently, unle&s,:as some .few have done, 
he takes a trip to some other place--not as carrying the Gospel, but 
as a POLITICAL HEAD OF STATE. 

Yet the Apostles were the teachers, who instilled in the Church 
the BELIEFS, TEACHINGS, PRACTICES AND CUSTOMS of the Church. And all 
members of the Church were required by God to BELIEVE, and SPEAK THE 
SAME THING! 

In the Church at Corinth, Paul began his letter, INSPIRED as part 
of GOD'S WORD, by saying, "Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name 
of our Lord Jesus ChrS.ct, that ye all speak the -- same thing, and that 
there be no divisions among you" (I Cor. 1:lO). 

--- 

Paul's letter to the Corinthians was CORRECTIVE, as were his 
letters to other churches, and he was inspired to speak in the name 
of and AUTHORITY of Jesus Christ. For, he said, (verses 11-12], 'I. . . 
that there are contentions among you." ". .. that every one of you 
saith, I am of Paul: and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of 
Christ." THEY WERE BEGINNING TO FOLLOW INDIVIDUAL LEADERS. They 
supposed those leaders differed in their teaching, though in fact 
those mentioned did. all speak and teach THE SAME THING as CHRIST had 
instructed. 

SOURCE of Church Beliefs - 
Let's GET THIS STRAIGHT; once and for all! 

beliefs, teachings, customs and practices in the 
GOD HIMSELF! Not any man. Jesus said, "I have 
myself,"--the FATHER had instructed Him! Jesus, 
- His Apostles - in Person! 

The SOURCE of the 
Church of God is 
spoken nothing of 
in turn, taught 

THERE W A S  NO DOCTRINAL BOARD! The teachings of the Church did not 
come from a COUNCIL of ministers and/or lay members, who voted on 
what to believe. 

Right here, SOME are going to ask, "WHAT ABOUT ACTS 15? Wasn't 
that the first Church Council at Jerusalem, to settle points of 
doctrine? THE ANSWER IS NO! And I intend to devote enough space in 
this article to clear up - that point! 

chief Apostle to the House of Israel, and Paul to the Gentiles. Now 
So far, I have shown you from Galatians 1 and 2 that Peter was the 

- -  I will show you that Peter actually had PRIMACY OVER ALL. 

At the very founding of the New Testament Church of God, it was 
PETER who stood up and explained what had occurred--preaching the 
first sermon in the Chruch that led to 3,000 converts (Acts 2:14-39). 

A day or two later, the number became 5,000. It was Peter who 
said to the cripple, ''In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise 
up and walk" (Acts 3:6). It was PETER who preached the sermon to the 
crowd thus attracted that converted 2,000 more. 
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Next came the incident of Ananias 
It was PETER who spoke and caused them 

Next, when signs and wonders were 

and Saphira, stealing and lying. 
to drop dead. 

performed by the Apostles. It 
was PETER~S SHADOW, as he passed by, that healed the sick, 

Next, the Apostles were brought before the high priest and the 
council, and the spokesman for the Apostles was PETER, who said, 
"We ought to obey God rather than man." 

Coming to Acts 8, when Philip, then a deacon, went to Samaria, 
and when the people believed Philip preaching the things concerning 
the Kingdom of God, they were baptized. 
went down to Samaria, laid hands on the newly baptized (Gentiles) and 
prayed for the Holy Spirit to be given to them. 
example of the Church of God custom of laying hands on the baptized 
for receiving the Holy Spirit--and Peter was the leader, for when Simon 
the sorcerer tried to buy an apostleship with money, it was PETER 
who said to him (the first pope), "Thy money perish with thee. . . 
for I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the 
bond of iniquity." 
Babylonian Mystery religion. Paul cites (I1 Thes. 2 : 7 )  "For the 
mystery of iniquity doth already work." 
without authority appropriated the name "Christianity" is named, 
in Revelation 1 7 : 5 ,  "MYSTERY BABYLON THE GREAT." 

It was Peter and John who 

This is the first 

He was the pater or peter--papal--pope of the 

That religion, having 

Is it not ironic that the one who rebuked and condemned the 
first pope was Cephas, whom Christ had called PETER? 

But continue on. 

We come to Acts 10. Although Paul was later to be made an Apostle 
to the Gentiles, the time had come to first open salvation to the 
Gentiles officially. And this was done by PETER, not Paul. It 
was Peter whom God sent to the hause of the Gentile Cornelius, to 
teach him. It was Peter who convinced the others at Jerusalem that 
God had opened salvation to the Gentiles. As in, Acts 11. 

UNDERSTAND THIS about Peter. He WAS NOT A PROUD RULING POPE. 
He was a humble man, strong in Christ's Gospel and faith, but he did 
not try to lord it over others, or always take the top seat, unless his 
position required. He was HUMAN, still, though since the day of Pente- 
cost he had the Holy Spirit. 
years after founding of the Church, his human nature showedwhen he 
withdrew from the Gentiles, after some Jewish converts arrived from 
Jerusalem. Paul rebuked Peter publicly for this. But then, we might 
well remember that Paul was also human. This event occurred ip the 
chief Gentile Church, and Paul was a little nettled at seeing Peter 
withdraw from eating with Gentiles because some had arrived from 
Jerusalem. 
and demonstrates, also, that Peter was not a pope, else Paul would 
never have dared rebuked him. 

When Peter came to Antioch, more than 14 

This incident reflects the humanity of both Peter and Paul-- 

Now we come to that crucial 15th chapter of Acts. 

Few in God's Church have fully understood this chapter. I shall 
go into sufficient detail to MAKE IT CLEAR! 
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Notice, verse 2 : "Cc-rtain men which came down from Judaea taught 
the brethren, and said. Excep?- ye be circrunciseZ after: the manner of 
Moses, ye cannot be sa.ved.: 
would have been named. 

Who were these men? Not apostles, or they 

Right here MARK WELL THIS POINT: GOD PUT HIS TRUTH INTO HIS CHURCH 
THROUGH CHRIST AND THROUGH THE APOSTLES! These men were not apostles. 
What they taught was XOT FROM JESUS! 

The Apostle Paul KNEW WELL that God gave His Church its teachings 
Immediately Paul withstood these only though Christ and the Apostles. 

unauthorized "teachers". 

Verse 2 :  "When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension 
and disputation with them, they (probably the local members, not fully 
realizing that Paul, being Apostle to the Gentiles, had authority to 
settle it) determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them 
should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question." 

These rnen from Judaea were undoubtedly Jewish Christians who had 
not received authentic teaching through Apostles--nor did they recognize 
Paul's authority as an Apostle, or they would not have entered into 
such disputation with him. 

they looked on the Church as merely an extension - of Judaism. Incidentally, 
the Judaism of that time WAS NOT Mosaic teaching. But after the days of 
Ezra and Nehemiah, the only organized Jewish religion was among the de- 
scendents of the contingent of Jews sent back to Jerusalem from Persian 
captivity (see Ezra 1:1-3) 70 years after the destruction of Solomon's 
temple, to build the second temple--to which Jesus later came. After 
Ezra and Nehemiah, the rabbis gradually made a considerable change in the 
Old Covenant religion given Israel by Moses. 

Their Israelite ancestors had always wanted to be more like the 
world around them. In I Samuel 8 yOi1 will read of how they wanted a king, 
and government more like the other nations of the world. 
WORLD, except for Israel, which was especially called by God, was CUT 
OFF from God. God, in effect, had said to Adam, "You have rejected me 
and my Government. Therefore, I SENTENCE you to 6,000 years of being 
cut off from me. GO, form your own religions, your own governments, 
your own society and civilization." That applied to all except those 
God specially called. God called Abraham, Moses, Abraham's decendants 
the Israelites--but even the Israelites wanted to be like the worldly 
nations CUT OFF from God. Remember, all those centuries and millenniums, 
the Chinese, Japanese, people of India, Southeast Asia, Africa, the 
Roman Empire, knew little or nothing about GOD. They all had their 
own religi-ons, and most were derived, with some changes, from that 
established by Semiramis, t.he mother-wife cf Nimrod (Gen. 10). 

Undoubtedly, being Jewish converts, without full Apostolic teaching, 

Now the 
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Moses had been used of God to give Israel certain laws. First, 
there was the over-all Spiritual law of LOVE, or the Ten Commandments-- 
although Israel without the Holy Spirit could keep that law only in 
the strictness of the letter (in the New Testament it must be according 
to the Spirit--or the obvious intent). This is called in the Bible the 

.Law of God. Then, through Moses, God gave them the "law of Moses"-- 
a sacrificial law of animal sacrifices, which could not justify sin, 
but were a reminder of sin, and was a physical substitute for the 
sacrifice of Christ. 
ceased. 

There also was a ceremonial law--of physical rituals--carnal 
ordinances, meat and drink offerings, etc.--to teach them the HABIT 
of obedience--things to do repeatedly morning, noon, and night. The 
law of rituals, including circumcision, was PHYSICAL, and a substitute 
until the Holy Spirit should be given, to teach them the HABIT of 

When Christ died on the cross, animal sacrifices 

obedience. 

In Galations 3:19, this law was ADDED, because of transgressions. 
In Galatians 3:24, this That is, transgressions of the spiritual LAW. 

ritual law is called a "schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ." In 
Romans and Galatians, the term "works of the law" always refers to 
these PHYSICAL laws, which were temporary until Christ. Sometimes the 
single word "works" means "good works," in accord with the Spiritual 
Law, and sometimes the "works of the law" when mentioned in the 
context will for brevity speak of just "the law," but the context will 
make it plain the subject is the RITUALS. 
the law is ergon, which means physical effort. 

them through Moses statutes and judgments--the CIVIL LAWS of their 
nation. They were not necessarily temporary, or substitutional, but 
were to last as long as the NATIONAL GOVERNMENT was administered over 
the nation Israel. 

N o w  the rabbis, after Ezra and Nehemiah, added some 65 "do's and 

The Greek for "works" of 

Besides these temporary physical rituals, and sacrifices, God gave 

don'ts", even to the keeping of the Sabbath. 
PENANCE--self inflicted punishment--and construed the physical 
rituals as a means of justification of past sins. THIS WAS JUDAISM-- 
something really quite different from the religion of Moses. 

They adopted the PAGAN 

Now back to Acts 15. 

These Jews who had come down to Antioch still thought this system 
of PENANCE was still in effect. In Galatians 5:3, Paul shows that if 
a man was circumcised as a legal ritual, he became a debtor to do the 
WHOLE RITUAL LAW--and the context is speaking of the RITUAL law, thought 
this verse does not use "works of the law". 

Paul was quite willing to take this to Jerusalem, BECAUSE PETER 
WAS THERE AT THE TIME. 

This visit of Paul to Jerusalem is undoubtedly the one mentioned 
in Galatians 2. Apparently, according to Galatians 2 :9 ,  the only 
Apostles at Jerusalem at that time were Peter, James and John. 
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But i n  A c t s  15:4, it i s  s t a t e d :  "And when t h e y  were come t o  
Je rusa l em,  t h e y  were r e c e i v e d  of t h e  c h u r c h ,  and o f  t h e  a p o s t l e s  and 
e l d e r s .  . . ' I  

Then, verse 6 ,  "And t h e  a p o s t l e s  and e l d e r s  came t o g e t h e r  f o r  t o  
c o n s i d e r  of t h i s  m a t t e r . "  A l l  o r d a i n e d  m i n i s t e r s  are c a l l e d  " e l d e r s "  
i n  t h e  B i b l e .  T h i s  means t h e  l a y  members were e x c l u d e d ,  b u t  t h e  
a p o s t l e s  and o r d a i n e d  m i n i s t e r s ,  r anked  lower t h a n  t h e  a p o s t l e s ,  came 
t o g e t h e r  i n  t h i s  C o u n c i l .  

Now w e  see, t h a t  even  t h e s e  e lders  w e r e  n o t  c l ea r  on t h i s  mat te r  
of c i r c u m c i s i o n .  F o r ,  v e r s e  7 :  "And when t h e r e  had been much d i s p u t i n g ,  
PETER rose up" and s e t t l e d  t h e  m a t t e r !  

Con t inue ,  v e r s e  7 - 1 1 :  'I  . . . PETER rose u p ,  and s a i d  u n t o  them, 
Men and b r e t h r e n ,  ye  know how t h a t  a good w h i l e  ago God made c h o i c e  
among u s ,  t h a t  t h e  G e n t i l e s  by my mouth s h o u l d  h e a r  t h e  word of  t h e  g o s p e l ,  
and b e l i e v e ,  and God, which knoweth t h e  h e a r t s ,  b e a r  them w i t n e s s ,  
g i v i n g  them t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  even as he  d i d  u n t o  u s :  and p u t  no 
d i f f e r e n c e  between u s  and them, p i l r i f y i n g  t h e i r  h e a r t s  by f a i t h .  Now 
t h e r e f o r e  why tempt  y e  God, t o  p u t  a yoke upon t h e  neck of t h e  d i s c i p l e s ,  
which n e i t h e r  o u r  f a t h e r s  n o r  w e  were able t o  b e a r ?  But w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
th rough t h e  GRACE ( n o t  r i t u a l  penance)  o f  t h e  Lord J e s u s  C h r i s t  w e  
s h a l l  be  s a v e d ,  even  as  t h e y . "  

Verse 1 2 :  "Then a l l  t h e  m u l t i t u d e  k e p t  s i l e n c e . "  PETER had 
s e t t l e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n !  

R igh t  h e r e ,  NOTE CAREFULLY! Peter w a s  a n  A p o s t l e - - O N E  SENT 
FORTH p r o c l a i m i n g  t h e  Gospel ,  n o t  a r e s i d e n t  P a s t o r  o f  a church .  
James w a s  P a s t o r  o f  t h e  J e r u s a l e m  Church a t  t h e  t i m e ,  though a lso 
an a p o s t l e .  
even though PETER gave  t h e  DECISION. A s  a m a t t e r  of p r o t o c o l ,  as 
chairman (as  w e  would c a l l  it t o d a y ) ,  w e  come now t o  verse 13 .  

T h e r e f o r e  James a c t e d  as cha i rman of t h e  meet ing--  

"And a f t e r  t h e y  had  h e l d  t h e i r  p e a c e ,  James answered ,  s a y i n g ,  
Men and b r e t h r e n ,  h e a r k e n  unto m e .  Simeon (Peter)  h a t h  d e c l a r e d .  . . ' I  

i n  o t h e r  words ,  a c t i n g  as cha i rman o f  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  James i n  e f f e c t  
s t a r t e d  by s a y i n g  "PETER h a s  d e c l a r e d " - - P e t e r  h a s  s e t t l e d  it.. . 
"how God a t  t h e  f i r s t  d i d  v i s i t  t h e  G e n t i l e s ,  t o  t a k e  o u t  of them 
a p e o p l e  fo r  h i s  name." Again,  a f f i r m i n g  P e t e r ' s  p r imacy-- for  
when G o d  d e c i d e d  t o  open s a l v a t i o n  t o  t h e  G e n t i l e s - - t o  CALL some 
of  them t o  s a l v a t i o n ,  whereas  h e r e t o f o r e  God had  cal led o n l y  Is- 
rael i tes  ( and  even  them NOT t o  s a l v a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  t h e  p r o p h e t s ) - -  
when God opened  s a l v a t i o n  t o  t h e  G e n t i l e s ,  H e  u sed  Peter t o  do  it! 
Now c o n t i n u e  James' speech :  

"And t o  t h i s  agree t h e  words of t h e  p r o p h e t s  as it is  w r i t t e n ,  

t h a t  t h e  r e s i d u e  of m&n m i g h t  s e e k  a f te r  t h e  

a f t e r  t h i s  I w i l l  r e t u r n  , and w i l l  b u i l d  a g a i n  t h e  t a b e r n a c l e  of 
David,  which i s  f a l l e n  down; and  I w i l l  b y i l d  a g a i n  t h e  r u i n s  t h e r e o f ,  
and I w i l l  s e t  it up: 
Lord,  and a l l  t h e  G e n t i l e s ,  upon whom my name is  called,  s a i t h  t h e  
Lord, who d o e t h  a l l  these t h i n g s . "  

James w a s  q u o t i n g  f r o m  Amos 9:11-12. 

NOTE THIS! The Church of God i s  b u i l t  on t h e  FOUNDATION of 
t h e  Apostles and  t h e  Prophets--Old Tes t amen t  P r o p h e t s  as w e l l  as t h e  
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VERY FEW p r o p h e t s  of t h e  New Tes t amen t .  And James waS  here q u o t i n g  
from t h e  p r o p h e t  Amos, t o  add  h i s  own a p p r o v a l  t o  Peter's D E C I S I O N .  
James i s  n o t  making t h e  dec i s ion - -he  is  making o f f i c i a l  Peter 's  de- 
c i s i o n !  

Cont inue:  "Wherefore, my s e n t e n c e  i s ,  t h a t  w e  t r o u b l e  n o t  t h e m ,  
which from among t h e  G e n t i l e s  are t u r n e d  t o  G o d :  
u n t o  them, t h a t  t h e y  a b s t a i n  from p o l l u t i o n s  o f  i d o l s ,  and  f r o m  
f o r n i c a t i o n ,  and  f r o m  t h i n g s  s t r a n g l e d ,  and  from blood." (Verses 
1 9 - 2 0 ) .  P o l l u t i o n s  of i d o l s  w a s  related t o  i d o l a t r y ,  a n d  i d o l a t r y  
and f o r n i c a t i o n  w e r e  v i o l a t i o n s  of t h e  SPIRITUAL l a w ,  e t e r n a l l y  
b i n d i n g .  
ce remonia l  l a w ,  b u t  a l a w  of h e a l t h  which w a s  n o t  s u b s t i t u t i o n a r y .  

But  t h a t  w e  w r i t e  

E a t i n g  blood or  t h i n g s  s t r a n g l e d  w a s  NO PART of t h e  

OBSERVE SPECIALLY: T h i s  w a s  n o t  a mat ter ,  as d i d  happen a t  
Pasadena,  of one  of l o w e r  r a n k  a p p o i n t e d  b y  a n  A p o s t l e ,  w h i l e  t h e  
A p o s t l e  w a s  i n  a n o t h e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  c a l l i n g  t o g e t h e r  a con- 
f e r e n c e  of m i n i s t e r s  o f  v a r i o u s  r a n k s - - a l l  - under t h a t  of Apos t l e - -  
and d e t e r m i n i n g ,  o r  chang ing  doctrine--watering down God's TRUTH-- 
and send ing  it o u t ,  as t h e  STP w a s ,  c l a i m i n g  f a l s e l y  and w i t h o u t  
a u t h o r i t y  t h a t  it w a s  a n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  d o c t r i n a l  pronouncement! 

I n  t h i s  case, i t  w a s  PETER, c h i e f  A p o s t l e ,  who se t  t he  d e c i s i o n .  
The l e t t e r  t h e y  t h e n  s e n t  t o  t h e  Church a t  An t ioch  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  
t h i s  d e c i s i o n  w a s  i n s p i r e d  by t h e  HOLY S P I R I T .  PETER set  i t ,  James, 
local  Pas tor  a c t i n g  as cha i rman of t h e  m e e t i n g ,  conf i rmed  Pe ter ' s  
d e c i s i o n ,  making i t  O F F I C I A L ,  i n s p i r e d  by  t h e  HOLY S P I R I T .  

J e s u s  Gave Peter Primacy 

I n  a l l  these s u c c e s s i v e  i n s t a n c e s ,  I have  shown you,  s t e p  by 
s t e p ,  t h a t  Peter  w a s  LEADER of t h e  Apos t les - -and  t h a t  t h e  Church re- 
ceived i t s  t e a c h i n g s  and  d o c t r i n e s  FROM THE APOSTLES! 

But God has a lways  worked p r i m a r i l y  t h r o u g h  ONE MAN a t  a t i m e - -  
as A b r a h a m ,  t h e n  Isaac,  t h e n  Jacob, t h e n  J o s e p h - - l a t e r  Moses, t h e n  
Joshua ,  l a t e r  Samuel, t h e n  David--and, i n  t h e  N e w  Tes tament  Church,  
PETER. But Peter w a s  a n  Apost le--one s e n t  f o r t h  p r o c l a i m i n g  t h e  
Message--not a r e s i d e n t  pope o v e r  a p o l i t i c a l  h i e r a r c h y .  

N o w  n o t i c e  how JESUS gave  Pe ter  pr imacy o v e r  A p o s t l e s :  

J e s u s  had a sked  H i s  Apos t l e s - to -be  whom t h e y  s a id  J e s u s  r e a l l y  
w a s .  "And Simon Peter answered and  s a i d ,  Thou a r t  t h e  C h r i s t ,  t h e  
Son of t h e  l i v i n g  God. And J e s u s  s a i d  u n t o  him"--UNTO PETER: 
"B les sed  a r t  t h o u  Simon B a r j o n a ,  f o r  f l e s h  and b l o o d a t h t  re- 
v e a l e d  it u n t o  t hee ,  b u t  my F a t h e r  which i s  i n  heaven .  And I s a y  
a l s o  unto thee"--UNTO PETER--"Tha t  t h o u  a r t  Peter,  and upon t h i s  rock 
I w i l l  b u i l d  my church ;  and t h e  gates of t h e  grave s h a l l  n o t  p r e v a i l  
a g a i n s t  it. 
" the  keys of t he  kingdom of heaven ,  and  w h a t s o e v e r  thou"--PETER-- 
" s h a l t  b i n d  on ear th  s h a l l  be bound i n  heaven:  and whatsoever thou"  
- - P E T E R - - " s h a l t  loose on  e a r t h ,  s h a l l  be loosed i n  heaven . "  

And I w i l l  g i v e  u n t o  THEE"--PETER, n o t  - t h e  Church-- 

The re  has been much d i s c u s s i o n  a t  Pasadena  between c e r t a i n  
m i n i s t e r s  of l o w e r  t h a n  A p o s t l e  r a n k ,  as t o  t h e  CHURCH b i n d i n g  and 
l o o s i n g .  
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So now l e t  it b e  MADE OFFICIAL--by C h r i s t ' s  p r e s e n t - d a y  Apos t le - -  
t h a t  t h i s  b i n d i n g  and l o o s i n g  PLAINLY,  CLEARLY, w a s  g i v e n  t o  C h r i s t ' s  
c h i e f  APOSTLE--not t o  lower-rank m i n i s t e r s  o r d a i n e d  by h i s  a u t h o r i t y - -  
n o t  by t h e  CHURCH as  a body--but by t h e  APOSTLE! 

When men who h e l d  o f f i c e  unde r  t h e  Apost le ,  and by h i s  appo in tmen t  
o r  a p p r o v a l ,  took it i n t o  t h e i r  own hands ,  i n  h i s  a b s e n c e - - s t e a l t h i l y  
KEEPING I T  FROM H I M - - a c t  t o  water down God's TRUTH, a l t e r  H i s  doc- 
t r i n e s ,  assume u n a u t h o r i z e d  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e n  t h e  l i v i n g  CHRIST moves 
H i s  A p o s t l e  t o  ACT SWIFTLY, t o  PUT OUT t h e  p r ime  mover i n  t h i s  con- 
s p i r a c y ,  and under  C h r i s t ,  se t  God 's  Church a n d  Work BACK ON G O D ' S  
TRACK ! 

- 

PRAISE THE ETERVAL GOD! h e  h a s  NOT l e f t  n o r  f o r s a k e n  H I S  CHURCH! 
J e s u s  C h r i s t  s t i l l  R E I G N S  SUPREME i n  God's  Church ,  a s  H e  s h a l l ,  v e r y  
soon ,  r e i g n  o v e r  all t h e  e a r t h !  

Many ha rmfu l  errors i n  t h e  "STP" s t i l l  remain  t o  be PUT STRAIGHT-- 
and it s h a l l  be done by JESUS C H R I S T ,  t h r o u g h  H i s  A p o s t l e ,  as  r a p i d l y  
as i s  humanly p o s s i b l e !  

JESUS CHRIST i s  t h e  l i v i n g  HEAD of t h i s  Church! HE b u i l t  it 
through H i s  A p o s t l e .  And H e ,  C H R I S T ,  s t i l l  r u l e s  SUPREME i n  t h e  one  
and o n l y  area on  e a r t h  where t h e  GOVERNMENT O F  GOD is  b e i n g  admin- 
istered today!  

* * * * *  

RUMORS AND T H E I R  MONGERS 

by Robert  E. Fahey 

T a l k  a b o u t  rumor i s  u s u a l l y  too s i m p l i s t i c .  Communication 
peop le  know t h a t  rumor can be a good s i g n  i n  t h a t  it shows i n t e r e s t .  
Somebody CARES a b o u t  t h e  p e r s o n  b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d .  H i s  a c t i o n s  are 
i m p o r t a n t  and s i g n i f i c a n t .  

Peop le  t a l k  a b o u t  what  i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  them. W e  have  g i v e n  
W e  are conce rned  a b o u t  e v e r y  facet  of i t s  o u r  l i ves  t o  t h i s  Work. 

o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  CARE a b o u t  t h e  t r i u m p h s  and  t h e  troubles. W e  d i s c u s s  
them b o t h .  W e  want  t o  know p a r t i c u l a r l y  a b o u t  t h e  l eade r sh ip - -wha t  
t h e y  are do ing ,  t h i n k i n g ,  p l a n n i n g  or  even  d r e a d i n g .  Because those 
a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  a f f ec t  t h e  Work and  U S .  So w e  are concerned--we 
want t o  know. Tha t  i s  good! 

W e  do n o t  d i s c u s s  w h a t  i s  of no  i n t e r e s t  t o  u s .  A f e w  y e a r s  
ago,  you c o u l d  n o t  g e t  away from news a b o u t  J a c k i e  Kennedy. She 
complained a b o u t  h e r  l a c k  of p r i v a c y .  
did-- w i t h  good r e a s o n .  Now she  h a s  t h e  p r i v a c y  s h e  wanted ,  b u t  
she  may n o t  be happy w i t h  t h a t  e i ther .  
e f f e c t ,  " W e  d o n ' t  care a b o u t  how r i c h  s h e  is ,  her  marriage and d i v o r c e  
p l a n s  n o r  where and how she s u n b a t h e s .  
i n  J a c k i e .  

And i f  you s a w  t h e  p h o t o s  I 

The p u b l i c  i s  s s y i n g  i n  

W e  have l a r g e l y  l o s t  i n t e r e s t  

I f  o u r  h e a r t s  ( and  t r e a s u r e )  are i n  t h e  Work, w e  w i l l  s u r e l y  
t a l k  a b o u t  it. And so w e  s h o u l d .  The problem of c o u r s e ,  i s  HOW w e  
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t a l k  about  it. AS M r .  Armstrong has  s a i d  about  eve ry th ing  f r o m  
shotguns t o  sex, it i s  n o t  t h e  t h i n g ,  b u t  t h e  misuse of t h e  t h i n g  
t h a t  i s  wrong. 

And t a l k i n g  about  t h e  Work and t h e  people  i n  it h a s  been misused. 
Badly. 

Why? 

F i r s t l y ,  w e  must remember t h e  o l d  marke tp lace  p r i n c i p l e  o f  supply  
and demand. If demand for  news exceeds  t h e  supply  i n  normal channe l s ,  
i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  begin  t o  r e l y  on each  o t h e r  f o r  in format ion .  
any b a r r i e r s  t h a t  h i n d e r  t h e  r a p i d  d i s semina t ion  of  news such as cen- 
s o r s h i p  ( i n  a government or  a boardroom) o r  p h y s i c a l  b a r r i e r s  a r i s i n g  
i n  c a t a s t r o p h i e s  ( ea r thquakes ,  war,  e tc . )  encourage rumors. 

So 

I n v e s t i g a t o r s ,  i n  s tudy ing  rumors, have found t h a t  people  de- 
p r ived  of a u t h o r i t a t i v e  news t e n d  t o  s p e c u l a t e  on what i s  happening. 
E i t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r  wi th  t h e  h e l p  of  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s ,  
they  pool  what b i t s  of i n fo rma t ion  they  have t o  f o r m  r easonab le  es- 
t i m a t e s  of  t h e  whole s t o r y .  A s i g n i f i c a n t  change i n  t h e  environment 
t h a t  remains unaccounted f o r  f e e l s  incomple te .  Like h e a r i n g  t h e  
opening few n o t e s  of t h e  Blue Danube wi thou t  t h e  men ta l ly  s a t i s f y i n g  
t u m - t u n  tum-tums. O r  w a i t i n g  fo r  t h e  o t h e r  shoe  t o  d r o p .  T h i s  pro- 
duces t h e  t h e  almost i r r e s i s t a b l e  u rge  t o  f i l l  i n  t h e  mis s ing  p o r t i o n s - -  
from o n e ' s  own imagina t ion .  The r e s u l t s  of  t h i s  a t t empt  t o  complete 
t h e  e l i p s i s  are obvious ly  s u s p e c t .  People  who do n o t  have t h e  per -  
s p e c t i v e  of one depr ived  o f  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  news, b u t  do have t h e  
f a c t s  are u s u a l l y  amazed a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s p e c u l a t i v e  e x e r c i s e .  
Amazed i s  too weak a word--dumbfounded and a g h a s t  b e t t e r  d e s c r i b e s  
it. 

There a r e  o t h e r  r easons .  Some of which w e  are a l l  f a m i l i a r  w i th .  
Events are d i scussed  f o r  pu re ly  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  va lue .  J u s t  t o  keep 
l i f e  and t h e  conve r sa t ion  i n t e r e s t i n g .  The most c o l o r f u l  rumor of  
t h a t  type  w a s  t h e  "Paul  McCartney i s  dead" one of  1 9 6 9 .  It invo lved  
p lay ing  r eco rds  backwards and l i c e n s e  numbers of  parked cars on album 
j a c k e t s .  The i n t r i g u e  and sense  of  consp i r acy  w a s  e x h i l a r a t i n g - -  
and b a s i c a l l y  harmless .  

For us i n  t h e  Church, t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  i s  t h a t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  have 
a tendancy t o  go too f a r .  " In  t h e  m u l t i t u d e  o f  words t h e r e  wants 
n o t  s i n ;  b u t  he t h a t  r e f r a i n s  h i s  l i p s  i s  w i s e "  (Prov. 10:19). The 
problem i s  u s u a l l y  wi th  t h a t  a c t i o n  word, r e f r a i n .  For t h e  " foo l i sh  
t h i n g s  of t h e  world" r e f r a i n i n g  a i n ' t  ea sy .  Amen. Y e a ,  v e r i l y .  

Another commonly known reason i s  t o  bestow STATUS on t h e  t e l l e r .  
Someone may b e  p l eased  t o  show us t h e y  are informed. But w e  shou ld  
a lways  be  aware t h a t  t h e  s p e c i a l i s t s  t h a t  s tudy  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t e l l  us  
t h a t  people who g i v e  us  in fo rma t ion  o u t s i d e  of o f f i c i a l  channels  
u s u a l l y  d i s t o r t  t h e  news by d i s t i l l i n g  it ( l e v e l i n g  i n  rumor a r g o t )  
because of 1) t i m e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  ( long  d i s t a n c e  c a l l s  are c o s t l y ) ,  
or 2 )  t h e  conve r sa t ion  i s  on a t a c k  t h a t  on ly  invo lves  t h e  news i n  
p a r t  (on a t a n g e n t )  o r ,  3)  t h e  b i t s  t h a t  suppor t  t h e  t e l l e r s  own 
opinion about why something happened a r e  h i g h l i g h t e d  wh i l e  t h o s e  
t h a t  c o n f l i c t  are diminished.  

Shaky a t  best .  



-12- 

I t  i s  an ego t r i p  f o r  some t o  know something o t h e r s  d o n ' t .  of 
cour se ,  if t h o s e  around them are unaware o f  t h e i r  ignorance ,  t h e  joy  
of knowing i s  diminished.  So, a b i t  of  b a i t i n g  i s  c a l l e d  f o r .  The 
techniques  vary  f r o m  s i l l y  t o  s t u p i d  -- t hey  a r e  never  s o p h i s t i c a t e d .  
Th i s  " b a i t "  becomes t h e  whole morse l  t o  t h e  one t h a t  r e c e i v e s  it; 
un les s  he can pump more o u t .  But i f  n o t ,  t h a t  w i l l  have t o  be h i s  
meal f o r  t h a t  day. H e  w i l l  add t h a t  p i e c e  t o  o t h e r s  from d i f f e r e n t  
sources  i n  an a t t empt  t o  form a more complete p i c t u r e .  I n  doing s o ,  
he w i l l  s h a r e  h i s  b i t  ( a  k ind  of  bar te r )  i n  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r s .  
The more " o t h e r s "  t h e  b e t t e r .  A d d i t i o n a l  p i e c e s  of  i n fo rma t ion  are 
added or  d i s c a r d e d  a s  seems b e s t .  

Both t h e  b a i t e r  and t h e  b a i t e d  are i n  t h e  wrong. Together  t hey  
c r e a t e  rumor and spread  i t .  All t o  s a t i s f y  b o t h  t h e i r  q u e s t s  f o r  
se l f -es teem ( i n  t h e i r  s ea rch  f o r  meaningful  h i n t s  about  t h e  f u t u r e ) .  
C h r i s t ' s  prophecy t h a t  "he t h a t  e x a l t s  h imsel f  s h a l l  be  abased" seems 
t o  have been overlooked i n  t h e i r  q u e s t  f o r  meaningful h i n t s  about  t h e  
f u t u r e .  T h e i r  goa l  i s  t o  be e x a l t e d  i n  t h e  eyes  of  t h o s e  around them. 
That may be  t h e i r  on ly  reward. 

O r ,  it may no t .  When t h e  b l i n d  l e a d  t h e  b l i n d  i n  t h i s  way, 
it i s  no t  on ly  they  t h a t  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  Hundreds may f a l l  
wi th  them, because t h e  conc lus ions  they  a r r i v e  a t  and sp read  u s u a l l y  
have an u g l i n e s s  and a v i c i o u s n e s s  about  them t h a t  could  make a 
" l i t t l e  one" stumble.  I f  t h a t  happens,  a n o t h e r  reward may b e  t h e  
promised m i l l s t o n e .  

People do appear  t o  have an ungodly f a s c i n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  n e g a t i v e  
and ignoble .  The worse t h e  rumor, t h e  fas ter  it t r a v e l s .  Presumably 
more want t o  h e a r  it and t e l l  it- 

That  i s  n o t  God's  way a t  all. When David w a s  d r i v e n  from J e r u -  
salem dur ing  Absolom's r e b e l l i o n ,  he  w a s  e a g e r  f o r  news. When h e  
was t o l d  Ahimaaz w a s  running he  s a i d ,  " H e  i s  a good man and comes w i t h  
good news" ( 2  Sam. 1 8 ) .  That  may s e e m  l i k e  a sha l low o b s e r v a t i o n  b u t  
it i s  p rese rved  i n  God's Word f o r  o u r  l e a r n i n g .  
Zadok's son l i k e d  t o  d e l i v e r  good news. Unlike 9 8 %  of rumor p a s s e r s ,  
he h a t e d  t o  g i v e  bad news. I f  Ahimaaz w a s  running  t h a t  h a r d ,  h e  had 
t o  have good news. T o  David, t h a t  made him a good man. Some com-  
mentar ies  s ta te  t h a t  Ahimaaz d i d  n o t  know o f  Absolom's dea th  which 
w a s  bad news f o r  David. They assume t h e  b e s t .  O the r s  f e e l  he  d i d .  
That  may r e f l e c t  t h e  commentaries f a s c i n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  u n b e a u t i f u l .  
E i t h e r  way, Ahimaaz w a s  e a g e r  t o  t e l l  t h e  King h i s  t h r o n e  w a s  r e s t o r e d .  
That  w a s  good news. 

Ahimaaz, l i k e  a t ree ,  i s  s t i l l  known by h i s  f r u i t s - - i n  t h i s  
case, t h e  words t h a t  c a m e  from h i s  mouth. C h r i s t ,  abou t  t o  b e  g iven  
t h e  same t h r o n e ,  s a i d  "A good man o u t  o f  t h e  good t r e a s u r e  of h i s  
h e a r t  b r i n g s  f o r t h  t h a t  which is  good; and an e v i l  man o u t  of t h e  
e v i l  t r e a s u r e  of h i s  h e a r t  b r i n g s  f o r t h  t h a t  which i s  e v i l :  f o r  of 
t h e  abundance of t h e  h e a r t  h i s  mouth speaks"  ( Luke 6). ~ 

David knew t h a t  

T o  God, b u i l d e r s  and s u p p l i e r s  of ugly  rumors reveal m o r e  about  
themselves t h a n  they  do about  t h e  t r u t h  of t h e  people and e v e n t s  
they  seek  t o  report .  
about it i n  t h e  f u t u r e  ( M a t t .  12 :36 ) .  

H e  s a i d  H e  w i l l  have a l i t t l e  chat w i t h  them 



-13- 

T a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  Work h a s  been  misused  for  s t i l l  a n o t h e r  r e a s o n .  
T h i s  is  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  age i n  which w e  l i v e .  It h a s  been  c a l l e d  t h e  
age of cyn ic i sm.  So many cover-ups have  been  uncovered ,  so many 
" f a c t s "  have been  proved f r a u d u l e n t ,  so many stories demonstrated 
t o  be s p e c i o u s ,  t h a t  w e  of t h i s  age are forced to view e v e r y t h i n g  
w i t h  doubt  and d i s b e l i e f .  T h e r e  i s  n o  i n n o c e n c e ;  t h e  Lennon sisters 
are no more. A l l  t h a t  i s  l e f t  is  t h e  n i h i l l i s t i c  Nancy S i n a t r a  look. 
"Watch o u t ' f o r  t he  boots .  They are gonna wa lk  a l l  over you . "  

But t h a t  o u t l o o k  does n o t  b e l o n g  i n  t h e  Church. I f  it is ,  w e  are 
n o t  overcoming t h e  world,  it i s  overcoming u s .  W e  would be a c c e p t i n g  
t h e - a t t i t u d e s  of a d y i n g  s o c i e t y  i n s t e a d  of t h e  way of God t h a t  l e a d s  
t o  LIFE .  I f  w e  i n f e r  t h a t  church  l e a d e r s h i p  i s  s u s p e c t  o r  e v i l ,  t h a t  
t h e y  w i l l i n g l y  d.eceive u s  and  are s e l f i s h l y  m o t i v a t e d ,  w e  are a c t u a l l y  
s a y i n g  t h a t  C h r i s t  i s  n o t  r u l i n g  H i s  Church as H e  s h o u l d .  

have used  anyone of several s c e n e s  t o  do so. On t h e  r i g h t  hand  of t h e  
Fa ther .  A v i s i o n  ahead t o  t h e  t i m e  of t he  Kingdom. But H e  chose a 
new s e t t i n g  f o r  t h i s  book a d d r e s s e d  t o  H i s  s e r v a n t s .  S t a n d i n g ,  a n  
a c t i v e  p o s i t i o n ,  i n  t h e  m i d s t  of s e v e n  c a n d l e s t i c k s - - l a t e r  described 
as t h e  seven  churches .  W i t h  s even  s ta rs ,  t h e  " a n g e l s  of t h e  s e v e n  
churches" ,  i n  H i s  r i g h t  hand-- the  hand of work a n d  c o n t r o l .  C h r i s t  
p i c t u r e d  H i m s e l f  t o  John  as s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  H i s  c h u r c h e s  
w i t h  t h e  a n g e l s  c o m p l e t e l y  i n  H i s  c o n t r o l .  Smack dab i n  t h e  m i d d l e  -- 
t o t a l l y  i n v o l v e d !  H e  wanted  t h e  church  t o  know t h a t  H e  i s  aware, 
a c t i v e  and i n  charge. 

When C h r i s t  wanted  t o  reveal H i m s e l f  t o  J o h n  i n  Rev. 1, H e  e o u l d  

When someth ing  o r  someone needs  c o r r e c t i n g ,  H e  can and does  
correct. Recent  e v e n t s  s h o u l d  make t h a t  v e r y  clear.  H e  w a i t s .  H e  
i s  c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  d e l a y .  H e  acts .  H e  i s  c e n s u r e d  f o r  s e v e r i t y .  P a r t  
of t h e  " j u s t  l i v i n g  by f a i t h "  i s  t r u s t i n g  H i m  t o  govern  H i s  own Body. 
E s p e c i a l l y  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  who w i l l  bear t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e i r  
o f f i c e .  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  demands a c c o u n t a b i l i t y .  

I f  w e  believe H e  i s  t h e  Head, o u r  words s h o u l d  show it .  I f  w e  
do n o t ,  there i s  no  r e a s o n  t o  b e l o n g  t o  t h i s  Church. 

R e m e m b e r ,  t h e  Church i s  H i s  B r i d e .  With a l l  o u r  f l a w s  and  w a r t s ,  
H e  i s  making us  i n t o  a c l e a n ,  r i g h t e o u s  and f a u l t l e s s  b r i d e  t o  marry 
f o r e v e r  a t  H i s  r e t u r n .  You would n o t  view w i t h  f a v o r  anyone who be- 
smerched t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  of y o u r  bride-to-be.  N o r  does H e  ( Rev. 
1 2 :  10-11) . 

Our t h i n k i n g  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  de t e rmined  by t h e  h o s t i l e ,  w r a t h f u l ,  
d i s t r u s t i n g  and u n f o r g i v i n g  wor ld  i n  w h i c h  w e  l i v e .  W e  have  been  
c a l l e d  OUT of it. Our minds must be t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  t h e  t r u l y  con- 
v e r t e d  C h r i s t i a n  mind t h a t  i n  an  open and h o n e s t  way f o l l o w s  C h r i s t  
and t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  H e  p u t s  over u s .  

- 

Perhaps  t h e  greatest  problem w i t l l  t a l k  i n  t h e  Church i s  t h e  way 
i n  which many fee l  free t o  speak  a b o u t  o r  l i s t e n  t o  c r i t i c a l  words 
abou t  a b r o t h e r  i n  t h e  Church or  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  The basic B i b l e  
t e a c h i n g  on b r o t h e r l y  r e l a t i o n s  i s  f o m d  i n  Lev. 19:18. "Thou s h a l t  
n o t  avenge,  n o r  bear any grudge  a g a i n s t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of t h y  p e o p l e ,  
b u t  t hou  s h a l t  l o v e  thy n e i g h b o r  as t h y s e l f :  I a m  t h e  Lord ."  The 
J e w i s h  scholars expound t h e  f a m o u s l a s t  p h r a s e  by s a y i n g  " L e t  t h e  

- 
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honor '  and t h e  p r o p e r t y  of . y o u r  f e l l o w  m a n  be as dear t o  you as y o u r  
own." F r a n k l y ,  t h e  honor '  a n d  name of o u r  brothers  h a s n ' t  been  as  
"dear" t o  u s  as G o d ' s  l a w  s a y s  it s h o u l d , b e , .  And t h a t  i s  t h e  basic 
y a r d s t i c k  H e  u s e s  i n  j u d g i n g  us i n  human r e l a t i o n s .  That  s h o u l d  be 
an ex t r eme ly  sobering t h o u g h t .  

J e s u s  C h r i s t ' s  l a s t  n i g h t  o n  ear th  as a human b e i n g  w a s  an  
emotion e t c h e d  e v e n t .  H e  knew H e  would n o t  be p h y s i c a l l y  p r e s e n t  
w i t h  H i s  chu rch  till H i s  r e t u r n .  H e  knew t h e  weakness ,  s i n s ,  f a u l t s ,  
power s t r u g g l e s  and  s e l f i s h  a t t i t u d e s  of t h o s e  a round  t h e  table  w i t h  
H i m  -- and of t h o s e  who would come la ter .  H e  a l so  knew t h e y  a l l  had 
PRIDE,  t h a t  a n c i e n t  a d v e r s a r y  o f  p e a c e  and  harmony i n  t h e  Church 
of God. So H e  p rayed!  I f  you  examine t h e  theme of t h a t  p r a y e r  
i n  John 1 7 ,  you w i l l  f i n d  it i s  UNITY. "Holy Father, keep  t h r o u g h  
your  own name those whom you have g i v e n  m e ,  t h a t  t h e y  may be one ."  
H e  asked for  God's s p d c i a l  h e l p  t o  k e e p  u s  together.  T h a t  t he  w i l l s ,  
wants  and pr ide o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  of C h r i s t ' s  Body would n o t  c a u s e  
disharmony. And i n  case anyone wanted  t o  a r g u e  a b o u t  what  u n i t y  
i s  ('as s u r e l y  many would) H e  added "as w e  are".  As close and 
mutua l ly  r e s p e c t f u l  as t h e  F a t h e r  and t h e  Son. There i s  no f i n e r  
example o r  s t a n d a r d  f o r  measu r ing  u n i t y .  

With a l l  t h a t  has happened o v e r  t h e  l a s t  several  y e a r s ,  t h e  
answer t o  J e s u s  C h r i s t ' s  p r a y e r  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  m o s t  p r e s s i n g  need  
for t h e  Church t o d a y .  W e  s h o u l d  a l l  be p r a y i n g  for  oneness  -- 
e s p e c i a l l y  now: 

Most t h i n g s  take a c t i o n  as w e l l  as p r a y e r  before t h e y  are 
accomplished.  Un i ty  i s  no e x c e p t i o n .  I t  takes p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  
t o  produce u n i t y  --by everybody.  

I f  words have  d i v i d e d  u s ,  words, coming f r o m  a r i g h t  s p i r i t ,  
can h e l p  b r i n g  us  t o g e t h e r .  

T o  b e g i n ,  e v e r y  m e m b e r  of t h e  body of C h r i s t  s h o u l d  l e t  t h e  
honor of h i s  f e l l o w s  be as dear t o  h i m  as h i s  own. 

When someone 's  name comes up i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  make your  words 
convey t h e  love and r e s p e c t  due a bro ther  i n  C h r i s t .  I a m  n o t  
s u g g e s t i n g  w e  a l l  become P o l l y a n n a s .  You can  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  someone 
r e s p e c t f u l l y .  (The B r i t i s h  have deve loped  t h i s  i n t o  an  a r t  form. 
For t h e  F rench ,  i t  is  a d u t y  of c i v i l i z e d  men!) The key i s  t o  assume 
t h a t  i f  he w e r e  p r e s e n t  he  would p u t  f o r w a r d  sound r e a s o n s  f o r  h i s  
a c t i o n s  o r  words, t h a t  are a t  l e a s t  as v a l i d  as y o u r s .  I F  h i s  a c t i o n s  
and/or  words are known t o  you. You may have  been  mongered by a rumor! 

- 

Next ,  t h e  s u p p l y  of news f rom o f f i c i a l  s o u r c e s  must come closer 
t o  t h e  demand. N o t  t h a t  s u p p l y  w i l l  e v e r  e q u a l  t h e  demand. T h a t  i s  
i m p o s s i b l e .  But  f o r  y e a r s  there  has  b e e n  much room f o r  improvement.  

Many rumors i n v o l v e  f i n a n c e ,  M r .  Rader and even  M r .  HWA h i m s e l f .  
So M r .  Rader ,  as M r .  H W A ' s  a s s i s t a n t  and  T r e a s u r e r  f o r  t h e  Work, h a s  
h e l d  t w o  ' 'forums" f o r  employees here a t  Pasadena .  H e  a s k e d  f o r  any 
q u e s t i o n  o r  any subject from t h e  f l o o r .  
c a n d i d  i n  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s .  M r .  Rader has been  e q u a l l y  c a n d i d  i n  h i s  
r e p l i e s .  

- 
The e n q u i r e r s  have been  
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I n  t h e  l a s t  one  on  30 October, t h e  s u b j e c t s  r anged  from w h a t  
f i n a n c i a l  h e l p  t h e  Work gives M r .  A 1  P o r t u n e  t o  which m i n i s t e r s  have  
j o i n e d  M r .  GTA. 

w i l l  be p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Good -- N e w s .  
are p lanned  for t h e  f u t u r e .  
s t o p  t h e  rumor m i l l .  

N o  q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  unanswered.  

SO t h a t  eve ryone  can  b e n e f i t  f rom t h i s  forum, t h e  t r a n s c r i p t s  

T h i s  o p e n n e s s  and candor  w i l l  h e lp  t o  
R e g u l a r  forums o f  t h i s  t y p e  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  s e d i t i o u s  p r a c t i c e  o f  f r a c t u r i n g  i n t o  camps w i t h i n  
t h e  Church must  s t o p .  
around him t o  view w i t h  s u s p i c i o n  a n d  malice t h o s e  t h a t  w e r e  o u t s i d e  
t h e i r  s p h e r e  group!  

T h a t  i s  what  S a t a n  d i d ;  he got  a l l  t h o s e  

There  s h o u l d  n o t  be " w e "  and  ' ' t h e y "  w i t h i n  t h e  Body o f  C h r i s t .  

C h r i s t  gave  clear commands t o  keep  d i v i s i o n  o u t  of H i s  Church. 

W e  s h o u l d  a l l  be " u s " .  

H e  s a i d  " i f  y o u r  b r o t h e r  s h a l l  t r e s p a s s  a g a i n s t  you" ( M a t t .  18:15) 
or i f  " t h y  b r o t h e r  h a s  o u g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e e "  ( M a t t .  5 : 2 3 )  G o  t o  him 
d i r e c t l y  and g e t  it s o l v e d .  T h a t  i n s t r u c t i o n  w a s  g i v e n  by C h r i s t  
p e r s o n a l l y .  

less  of  t h e  e x c u s e ,  w e  a re  n o t  d o i n g  what  God s a y s .  
H o w  many r e a s o n s  can  most of us  g i v e  f o r  n o t  do ing  it? Regard- 

D i s u n i t y  i s  t h e  
r e s u l t .  

God's Church h a s  gone t h r o u g h  an e x t r e m e l y  t r y i n g ,  s o r r o w f u l  
t i m e .  I f  w e  can  l e a r n  and grow from it ,  as a Body, God c a n  u s e  us  
more e f f e c t i v e l y .  

Words, c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  f e l l o w s h i p  w i l l  a lways  and f o r e v e r  be a 
p a r t  of t h e  Church of G o d .  
C h r i s t ' s  f i n a l  p r a y e r  t o  be f u l f i l l e d ,  God can  p u t  u s  i n  a p o s i t i o n  
t o  b r i n g  l i g h t  t o  a l l  t h a t  are i n  t h e  h o u s e .  
t o  b e  h idden  under  a b u s h e l !  

If  t h o s e  words are o f  a s p i r i t  t h a t  h e l p s  

If n o t ,  w e  d e s e r v e  

I c e r t a i n l y  a g r e e  w i t h  M r .  F a h e y ' s  r emarks .  I w a n t  t o  do e v e r y -  
t h i n g  I can t o  c l e a r  up any rumors o r  g o s s i p  t h a t  i n v o l v e  my areas of  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  But your  h e l p  and c o o p e r a t i o n  i s  needed .  

A l l  of you t h a t  r e c e i v e  t h e  P a s t o r ' s  Repor t  s h o u l d  f e e l  f r e e  t o  
w r i t e  t o  m e  a s k i n g  f o r  my comments on any rumor you may have  h e a r d .  
w i l l  w r i t e  a p e r s o n a l  r e p l y  t o  each  
t h a t  any q u e s t i o n  on ANY subject i s  w e l c o m e .  
be presumed t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  rumor o r  g o s s i p  h e  i s  a s k i n g  a b o u t  u n l e s s  
s t a t e s  t h a t  he  does .  R a t h e r  it w i l l  b e  assumed t h a t  he i s  t r y i n g  t o  
h e l p  s t o p  rumors and t h e  h a r m f u l  e f f e c t s  t h e y  produce  i n  t h e  Church. 

l e t t e r .  I t  needs  t o  be emphasize 
The q u e s t i o n e r  w i l l  n o t  

I 
d 

h e  

Le t t e r s  s h o u l d  be s e n t  t o  m e  marked " p e r s o n a l " .  Ir, e x c e p t i o n a l  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  can be r e q u e s t e d  by phone.  
bes t  k e p t  t o  a minimun! and o n l y  d u r i n g  working  h o u r s .  

asked  may b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Worldwide N e w s .  
q u e s t i o n e r  w i l l  n o t  be p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e s e  i n s t a n c e s .  

T h i s  i s  o b v i o u s l y  

Q u e s t i o n s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  whole Church o r  t h a t  are o f t e n  
The name o f  t h e  

B y  t h i s  method, p r e s e n t  and f u t u r e  rumors s h o u l d  be p u t  t o  rest .  

- -S tan ley  R .  Rader 
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FROM PASTORAL AD5qINISTRATION 

G r e e t i n g s  f e l l o w  m i n i s t e r s :  

I t  w a s  v e r y  good t o  see many o f  you a t  t h e  F e s t i v a l  s i t e s  I 
v i s i t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  Feast of  T a b e r n a c l e s .  
Feast do n o t  no rma l ly  p e r m i t  v e r y  much o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g e t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
many o f  you ,  b u t  what t h e r e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  i s  a lways  a d e l i g h t  t o  m e .  

Yr. A r m s t r c n g ' s  P a s t o r ' s  R e p o r t  copy j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  Feas t ,  f o l l o w e d  
by h i s  Co-worker l e t t e r  d a t e d  O c t o b e r  23rd  were v e r y  encourag ing .  L e t  
m e  q u o t e  o n e  b r i e f  p a r a g r a p h :  
g r a t i t u d e  -- t h e  p r a i s e  t o  God f o r  t h i s  y e a r ' s  w o n d e r f u l  F e s t i v a l  s t i l l  
h o l d s  m e  e n t h r a l l e d ! "  Those a re  t r u l y  b e a u t i f u l  words.  T h e y ' r e  i n -  
s p i r i n g  and rnotivatiTL:, u p l i f t i n g  and encourag ing!  

Thanks d e e p l y  t o  each  one of you who worked so h a r d ,  s t o o d  s o l i d l y  
i n  t h e  " g a p s , "  d e a l t  f a i t h f u l l y  w i t h  t h e  p rob lems ,  g e n t l y  s t e e r e d  w i t h  
l o v i n g  c a r e  t h e  t r o u b l e d  members t h r o u g h  t h e  rough p l a c e s ,  f o u g h t  
v i g o r o u s l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  S a t a n  o u r  a d v e r s a r y  -- a l l  o f  which 
c o n t r i b u t e d  dynamica l ly  t o  making s u c h  a w o n d e r f u l  Feas t  p o s s i b l e .  

t h i s  F e a s t .  F i r s t  and f o r e m o s t  i s  t h a t  t h e  B r e t h r e n  i n  God's Church 
around t h e  world have  Once a g a i n  c l e a r l y  shown t h a t  -- t h e y  are  c o n v e r t e d  
( I ' m  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  masses -- n o t  t h e  e x c e p t i o n s ) ,  t h a t  t h e y  meant 
it when t h e y  s a i d  " I t ' s  a l l  t h e  way w i t h  C h r i s t "  a t  t h e  t i m e  of repen-  
t a n c e  and b a p t i s m .  
b u t  r a t h e r  are  " s t r o n g  i n  t h e  L o r d , "  w i t h  t h e  q u a l i t y  of endurance ,  are  
d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h i s  Work i n  good a t t i t u d e s ,  and  a re  l o y a l  t o  God and t h e  
Great Commission o f  H i s  Church. 

Rushed s c h e d u l e s  d u r i n g  t h e  

"The e c s t a s y  -- t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  -- t h e  

I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g s  t o  b e  o b s e r v e d  from 

I b e l i e v e  t h e y  have  shown t h a t  t h e y  are  n o t  weak 

F u r t h e r ,  I f e e l  t h a t  God ' s  p e o p l e  h a v e ,  a s  though w i t h  a common 
v o i c e  and i n  a " s h o u t  of a c c l a m a t i o n , "  s a i d  t o  J e s u s  C h r i s t  o u r  Head 
and Chief  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  t o  M r .  Herbert Armstrong o u r  l e a d e r  among nen  
and t o  u s  i n  C h r i s t ' s  m i n i s t r y ,  t h e  s h e p h e r d s  o f  H i s  p e o p l e ,  t h a t  "We're 
w i t h  you -- we 've  s e e n  t h e  t u r n  a round  and  w e  l i k e  it. Even if we may 
n o t  know e v e r y  d e t a i l  a b o u t  w h a t ' s  happen ing  and  why, w e  do see t h e  
r e o r i e n t a t i o n ,  t h e  r e d e f i n i t i o n  of g o a l s  and p u r p o s e s  and w e ' r e  w i t h  i t  
a l l  t h e  way!" 
" v o t e  o f  c o n f i d e n c e "  i n  t h i s  Work's l e a d e r s h i p .  

I b e l i e v e  t h i s  Feast  of T a b e r n a c l e s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a massive 

N o w ,  i n  my a s s e s s m e n t ,  o u r  b r e t h r e n  are  s a y i n g  " S i n c e  we've made 
t h e  ' t u r n '  l e t ' s  g e t  o u r  ' a c t  t o g e t h e r , '  l e t ' s  see growth  a n d  God 's  
Church on t h e  move once  a g a i n ;  l e t ' s  r e a c h  o u t  t o  t h i s  w o r l d  i n  e v e r  
more power w i t h  C h r i s t ' s  message of hope ,  p romise  and  a n  abundan t  f u t u r e ! "  

o u r  F e s t i v a l  a t t e n d a n c e s  w e r e  a p l u s  t h i s  y e a r  and  t h a n k f u l l y  more 
O f f e r i n g s  w e r e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  bet ter  t h a n  l a s t  y e a r  t h a n  w e  a n t i c i p a t e d .  

i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  a t t e n d a n c e  f i g u r e s .  Our b r e t h r e n  are i n d e e d  " t h e  
g i v i n g e s t  people i n  t h e  wor ld"  as one  E v a n g e l i s t  e x p r e s s e d  it d u r i n g  
t h e  F e a s t .  

Next y e a r ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  r e a s o n  why o u r  a t t e n d a n c e  t o t a l s  worldwide 
c a n ' t  be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h i s  y e a r ' s .  
w i l l  g ive a n  abundan t  h a r v e s t .  

God's way i s  t h a t  H e  
But  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  o r d e r  t h e  r a i n s ,  t h e  

- .  
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f e e d i n g  and  t h e  n o u r i s h i n g  must  f i r s t  come i n  due  s e a s o n  t o  make t h a t  
h a r v e s t  p o s s i b l e .  God's way i s  fo r  those who till t h e  s o i l  and  work i n .  
t h e  f i e l d s  t o  do a l l  t h o s e  t h i n g s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p roduce  t h e  harvest -- 
t o  work w i t h  d i l i g e n c e ,  w i t h  i n d u s t r y  a n d  w i t h  care. When t h i s  is done ,  
God blesses t h o s e  labors  w i t h  abundan t  y i e l d .  

Any f a r m e r  knows t h a t  what  h e  reaps i n  t h e  f a l l  i s  g o i n g  t o  be 
commensurate t o  what  h e  d i d  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  and  summer. 

What I a m  saying- i s  t h a t  I be l ieve  w i t h  - all m l  b e i n g  t h a t  God 
wants  t o  g i v e  u s  a "bumper c r o p "  t h i s  y e a r .  H e  i s  t h e  One who g ives  
US t h a t  i n c r e a s e .  T h a t ' s  H i s  area a n d  H e  can  do i t  w e l l !  But  d o i n g  
t h e  work i n  t h e  " s p r i n g  and  summer" -- t h a t ' s  -- o u r  work and  w e  need  t o  
do t h a t  w e l l  -- a lways  w i t h  s i n c e r e  p r a y e r  fo r  God 's  g u i d a n c e  and  
b l e s s i n g .  

M r .  Armstrong h a s  w r i t t e n  much i n  r e c e n t  weeks and months a b o u t  
t h e  need f o r  u n i t y  and  teamwork i n  C h r i s t ' s  Church. R e c e n t l y ,  I h a v e  
t r i e d  t o  f o l l o w  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  l e a d  and  t a k e  some o f  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  
i n  e f f o r t s  t o  b r i n g  t h i s  t e a m - s p i r i t ,  u n i t y ,  mu tua l  esteem and s u p p o r t  
t o  a g r e a t e r  r e a l i z a t i o n .  

I a m  a s k i n g  e a c h  of  you t o  r e v i e w  !4r. A r m s t r o n g ' s  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  
P a s t o r ' s  Repor t  d a t e d  J u l y  2 4 t h .  On page  4 w e  are c l e a r l y  i n s t r u c t e d  
- n o t  t o  p r e a c h  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  C h u r c h ' s  o f f i c i a l  t e a c h i n g s .  
of a team t o  p u l l  t o g e t h e r ,  n o t  c a u s e  d i v i s i o n .  

W e  are p a r t  

Read a g a i n  t h e  Repor t  d a t e d  September  1 1 t h .  I n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  M r .  
Armstrong i s  p r o f u s e  i n  e x p r e s s i n g  h i s  g r a t i t u d e  and l o v e  f o r  t h e  l o y a l t y  
of t h e  m i n i s t e r s  i n  s t a n d i n g  s t a u n c h l y  b e h i n d  him, beh ind  C h r i s t  and  t h e  
GREAT GOD OUR FATHER I N  HEAVEN! But  h e  h a s  i n s t r u c t e d  u s  t o  s e r v e  i n  
harmony. 

On t h e  t o p  of  page  4 M r .  Armstrong s a i d ,  "Your d i l i g e n c e ,  l o y a l t y  
and f a i t h f u l n e s s ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  t h a t  t h e  l i v i n g  C h r i s t  
e n a b l e s  m e  t o  g i v e  you -- THAT I S  THE TEAMWORK AND U N I T Y ,  u n d e r  C h r i s t ' s  
gu idance ,  i n s p i r a t i o n  and  power,  t h a t  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p u l l  God's Church 
through a l l  a t t a c k s  by S a t a n . "  

F e l l o w  m i n i s t e r s ,  t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  i s  o u r  "WORK O R D E R . "  Our c u e  
i s  t a k e n  from t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  g i v e n  by  t h e  A p o s t l e  of J e s u s  C h r i s t  
g u i d i n g  H i s  Work t o d a y .  

A s  you a l l  w e l l  know, w e  do n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  so-called " w i t c h h u n t s . "  
W e  d o n ' t  snoop t o  f i n d  d i r t ,  n e g a t i v e  r e p o r t s  and  a c c u s a t i o n s  so  w e  c a n  
move a g a i n s t  t h e  a c c u s e d .  G o d ' s  Word s a y s  n o t  t o  r e c e i v e  a n  a c c u s a t i o n  
b r o u g h t  a g a i n s t  an e l d e r ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  e v e r y  word i s  t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d  
by two o r  t h r e e  w i t n e s s e s .  

-- 

During t h e  sometimes t u r b u l e n t ,  c o n f u s i n g  t i m e s  w e  have  e n d u r e d ,  
w e  have n o t  a lways  even  a c t e d  on t h e  r e p o r t s  of t w o  o r  t h r e e  w i t n e s s e s .  
R a t h e r ,  w e  have  t r i e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r s ,  u n c e r t a i n  
c o n d i t i o n s  and a t  t ipes  l a c k  of a d e q u a t e  a n s w e r s .  

--- 

However, t h e  t i m e  h a s  come t o  a c t .  P a t i e n c e ,  mercy, t r u s t ,  j u s t i c e  
and f a i r  t r e a t m e n t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e .  B u t ,  w e  s imply  are g o i n g  t o  t a k e  
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a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  m i n i s t e r s  who p reach  and/or t e a c h  any o t h e r  d o c t r i n e  
than  t h a t  which they  r e c e i v e d  and w e r e  t a u g h t  i n  t h e  Church. 
n o t  a t h r e a t ,  it i s  a simple s t a t e m e n t  of f a c t .  
o r  f e a r  except t h e  g u i l t y .  

Confusion, d i s o r d e r  and d i s u n i t y  are n o t  God's way. If any 
d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  unders tanding  e x i s t  or  should  o c c u r ,  t h e r e  i s  a way t o  
d e a l  w i th  them. But ,  caus ing  confus ion  among t h e  b r e t h r e n  i s  - n o t  one 
of t hose  ways. 

T h i s  is  
N o  one need t o  worry-  . 

I rea l ize  t h e s e  are s t r o n g  words b u t  t hey  are s a i d  i n  l o v e .  Love, 
f i r s t  of a l l  t o  God's Work and o u r  b r e t h r e n  and l o v e  toward - a l l  of  you -- 
even t h e  few who may n o t  be  able t o  f u r t h e r  walk w i t h  us. 
wish t o  relieve such people  of t h e  p r e s s u r e  t o  do something t h e y  no 
longer  b e l i e v e .  

Keep i t  up and l e t ' s  work t o g e t h e r  i n  l o v e  and harmony and r e a p  t h e  
b l e s s i n g s  God w i l l  g i v e  as a r e s u l t  of  o u r  d i l i g e n t  l a b o r s .  

W e  simply 

Thanks a g a i n  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  j o b  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of you a re  doing.  

S i n c e r e l y ,  i n  C h r i s t ' s  s e r v i c e ,  

C .  Wayne Cole 
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PLAIN TRUTH EDITORIAL UPDATE 
and p r o t i t a b l e  teast  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .  W e  w e r e  treated w i t h  great  
h o s p i t a l i t y  overthere  and  e s p e c i a l l y  e n j o y e d  renewing  s o m e  o ld  a c q u a i n - '  
t a n c e s  a t  both feast  si tes where w e  a t tended.  A s  a lways  w e  d i s c u s s e d  
t h e  PT and the  o t h e r  Church l i t e r a t u r e  a t  l e n g t h  w i t h  several i n d i v i d u a l s .  
P l a n s  are underway t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  t he  PT 
i n  B r i t a i n  o n c e  a g a i n .  Frank  Brown has some e x c i t i n g  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  
development of t h e  Work i n  B r i t a i n  as w e l l  as Black  A f r i c a .  

My family and  I . h a d  a v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  

W e  are p r e s e n t l y  work ing  h a r d  t o  p r o d u c e  t he  k i n d  o f  PT M r .  Amrstrong 
wants .  I have  been  g i v e n  a l e n g t h y  set  o f  g u i d e l i n e s  as w e l l  as o t h e r  
o ra l  i n s t r u c t i o n  from M r .  Armstrong d i r e c t l y .  I n  some cases the  l a t t e r  
have been p a s s e d  on  t o  m e  by M r .  Rader. 

The December i s s u e  w i l l  be t h e  l a s t  of t h e  "old" s t y l e  P T s .  Beginning  
w i t h  J a n u a r y ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  4 5 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  i s s u e  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  
y o u ' l l  see a d i f f e r e n t  k i n d  o f  PT. The l o o k  w i l l  be more c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  
d i g n i f i e d  and w i l l  c o n t a i n  a r t ic les  o f  a m o r e  b i b l i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  
Mr. Armstrong h i m s e l f  w i l l  have  f o u r  a r t ic les  i n  t h e  J a n u a r y  i s s u e .  H e  
i s  working v e r y  h a r d  on  t h e  w r i t i n g  a s p e c t s  o f  h i s  m i n i s t r y  as I ' m  s u r e  
you r e c o g n i z e  by  now. M r .  Armstrong i s  a l so  a t  work w i t h  a number of 
o t h e r  w r i t i n g  p r o j e c t s  and  I ' m  s u r e  y o u ' l l  be h e a r i n g  a b o u t  t h o s e  i n  t h e  
pages  of t h i s  P a s t o r ' s  Repor t  as t h e y  d e v e l o p .  

W e ,  l i k e  M r .  Armst rong ,  s i n c e r e l y  w i s h  t o  make t h e  PT " t h e  b e s t  magazine 
on e a r t h . "  W e  a re  working  toward t h a t  end.  The whole s t a f f  rea l izes  
t h e  need t o  have  t h e  PT r e f l e c t  t h e  t h i n k i n g  of  M r .  Armstrong as a c c u r -  
a t e l y  as p o s s i b l e .  We are e n d e a v o r i n g  t o  b r i n g  t h a t  a b o u t .  W e  would 
all a p p r e c i a t e  your  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  s u p p o r t  and  e s p e c i a l l y  y o u r  p r a y e r s  
i n  accompl ish ing  t h i s .  Here i s  a l i s t  o f  c o n t e n t s  f o r  t h e  J a n u a r y  PT 
as it p r e s e n t l y  s t a n d s :  

P e r s o n a l  from M r .  Armstrong: Your Human P o t e n t i a l  Is I n c r e d i b l y  

T h i s  Is t h e  Worldwide Church o f  God, P a r t  I1 

S u p e r n a t u r a l  F o u r c e s  on a C o l l i s i o n  Course  -- What Now? 

L e t t e r s  
The Un i t ed  S ta tes  and  B r i t a i n  i n  Prophecy ,  P a r t  I11 

by M r .  Armstrong 

What Is t h e  D e v i l ' s  R e l i g i o n ?  
by D a v i l  J o n  H i l l  

The C r i s i s  a t  t h e  Close  
by John  R. S c h r o e d e r  

S t e p  by S t e p  
by S t a n l e y  Rader 

The World Tomorrow -- What W i l l  I t  B e  L ike?  
by Roder i ck  C.  M e r e d i t h  

Is T h i s  t h e  Only Day o f  S a l v a t i o n ?  
by C.  P a u l  Y e r e d i t h  

Greater Than You Have R e a l i z e d  

by M r .  Armstrong 

by Yr. Armstrong 

--Brian Knowles, E d i t o r i a l  S e r v i c e s  
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MR. ARMSTRONG'S MESSAGES VIDEO TAPED AT THREE F.O.T. SITES T h i s  year  
o u r  t e l e v i s i o n  c r e w  accompanied M r .  Herbert  W. Armstrong and taped h i s  
sermon messaqes as h e  spoke  a t  three F e s t i v a l  s i tes -- S t .  Pe t e r sburg . ,  . 

Big Sandy a n a  Tucson. 

The v i d e o  pad  a n d  a c r e w  of n i n e  (one ex t ra  dr iver )  f l e w  and/or  d r o v e  
t h e  l e n g t h  of t he  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  back d u r i n g  t h i s  two-  
week p e r i o d .  ( a f t e r  a l e i s u r e l y  d r i v e  f r o m  Tucson and  
a Day o f  Atonement s t o p  a t  New O r l e a n s ) ,  a r r i v e d  i n  F l o r i d a  w h e r e  t he  
t a p i n g  w a s  t o  b e g i n .  

The h e c t i c  s c h e d u l e  swung i n t o  h i g h  gear  once  t h e  t a p i n g  s ta r ted  on t h e  
f i r s t  Holy Day o f  t h e  F e a s t ,  Monday morning a t  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g .  
t h e  morning service and  w h i l e  M r .  Herbert Armstrong w a s  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  
m i n i s t e r s  and w i v e s  a t  a special l u n c h e o n ,  t h e  c r e w  was b u s i l y  t e a r i n g  
down and p a c k i n g  away t h e  equipment .  
w a s  l i t e r a l l y  t r u c k i n g  down t h e  road t o  B i g  Sandy,  Texas 
m i l e s  a w a y ) , f o r  o u r  n e x t  s h o o t ,  Wednesday morning.  
on t h e  Texas campus l a t e  Tuesday a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  c r e w  worked i n t o  t h e  
n i g h t  s e t t i n g  up f o r  t h e  n e x t  d a y ' s  t a p i n g .  

When we l e f t  Big Sandy,  t h e  p r e s s u r e  e a s e d  up a l i t t l e ,  s i n c e  M r .  
Armstrong would o n l y  be s p e a k i n g  o n e  more t i m e  -- on t h e  L a s t  Great  Day 
i n  t h e  Tucson Community C e n t e r .  

The e n t i r e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  w i t h o u t  too  many problems of 
any major consequence  coming up ,  a l t h o u g h  w e  almost had h e a r t  f a i l u r e  
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a l o n g  t h e  way. F o r  example,  i n  Big Sandy w e  blew s e v e r a l  
b r e a k e r s  t h a t  c a u s e d  a t o t a l  power f a i l u r e  i n  t h e  pod. Cameras, 
m o n i t o r s ,  m o s t  o f  o u r  TV l i g h t s ,  a i r  c o n d i t i o n e r s ,  intercoms, v i d e o  
t a p e  r e c o r d e r s  a l l  went  dead .  A l l  of  a sudden ,  t h o s e  i n  t h e  pod s a t  
i n  t o t a l  d a r k n e s s  and s i l e n c e .  A f t e r  a mad scramble by o u r  c r e w ,  t h e  
over - loaded  c i r c u i t s  w e r e  c o r r e c t e d .  T h a n k f u l l y  a l l  t h i s  o c c u r r e d  p r i o r  
t o  t h e  main message.  

The t a p e s  of Y r .  Arms t ronq ' s  sermons look good and w e  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  
o b t a i n  a t  l e a s t  six proqrams f r o m  them. Mr. Armstrong seemed t o  g a i n  
more s t r e n g t h  and v i t a l i t y  as t h e  Feast  p r o g r e s s e d ;  n o t  t h a t  h e  w a s n ' t  
a l r e a d y  power fu l  a t  t h e  f i r s t  Holy Day i n  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g !  

The pod t r u c k ,  

A f t e r  

L a t e  Monday a f t e r n o o n  t h e  pod 
( s o m e  1 , 1 0 0  

Once the pod a r r i v e d  

A s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  t o  a l l  of you who h e l p e d  u s  o u t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  F e s t i v a l  
C o - o r d i n a t o r s ,  M r .  J i m  Chapman, M r .  Dave Robinson,  and M r .  Walter 
Dickinson and  a l l  t h e  c h o i r  d i r e c t o r s  who had  t o  work around us  and  
had t o  a l t e r  t h e i r  programs i n  o r d e r  t o  accommodate o u r  s p e c i a l  needs .  

--John Lundberg,  T e l e v i s i o n  P r o d u c t i o n  

PUBLISHING SERVICES UPDATE The l a s t - m i n u t e  p l a n s  f o r  a P l a i n  T r u t h  
newsstand mee t inq  a t  each  f e a s t  s i t e  t h i s  year t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be a g r e a t  
s u c c e s s .  
a n t i c i p a t e d .  

Over 500  w e r e  i n  t o t a l  a t t e n d a n c e ,  which w a s  much l a r g e r - t h a n  

Many i d e a s  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  and r e a c t i o n s  t o  some of t h e  p o i n t s  w e r e  
common t o  a l l  Feas t  s i tes .  Every area s t r e s s e d  t h e  need f o r  P l a i n  T r u t h  
cove r s  t o  be o r i e n t e d  toward t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  r e a d e r .  T h i s  i n i t i a l  impac t  
i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  newss tand  program as m o s t  of o u r  c o n t a c t s  are 
f i r s t  t i m e  r e a d e r s .  B r i a n  Knowles and  I are working  on t h i s .  The need 
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f o r  more communication between h e a d q u a r t e r s  a n d  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
newsstand program w a s  a l so  e x p r e s s e d  a t  e a c h  s i te .  We are hoping  t o  
s t a r t  up some k i n d  of r e g u l a r  n e w s l e t t e r  t o  b r e a c h  t h e  f eedback  gap.  

I t  w a s  a g rea t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  exchange i d e a s  and 
e x p r e s s  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s  t o  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  All p r e s e n t  f e l t  t h e y  g a i n e d  
a g r e a t  d e a l  f rom t h e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  o t h e r s  p e r f o r m i n g  the  same job 
na t ionwide .  The feedback  w a s  a l s o  much a p p r e c i a t e d  h e r e  a t  head- 
q u a r t e r s  and many p o s i t i v e  steps a re  p l a n n e d  f o r  t h e  months ahead .  
W e ' l l  b e  g e t t i n g  back t o  you on t h i s  l a t e r .  Thanks f o r  your  d e d i c a t e d  
en thus iasm.  

--Roger L i p p r o s s ,  P u b l i s h i n g  S e r v i c e s  

GOOD NEWS/WORLDWIDE NEWS UPDATE As announced by M r .  Herbert  W .  Armstrong 
i n  a co-worker l e t t e r  d a t e d  O c t o b e r  1 6 ,  1978,  The Good N e w s  w i l l  soon be 
changed i n t o  a f u l l - c o l o r  magazine once  a g a i n  and  t h e  t a b l o i d  newspaper  
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  p u b l i c a t i o n  under  t h e  name The Worldwide N e w s .  The Good 
N e w s  s t a f f  h a s  a l r e a d y  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  besun  work on t h e  f i r s t  t w o  
i s s u e s  o f  The Good N e w s  magazine and  s h o u l h  b e g i n  p u b l i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
Janua ry  1 9 7 9  i s s u e .  

I have  j u s t  had  a l o n g  t e l e p h o n e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  Y r .  Armstrong r e g a r d -  
i n g  i t s  e d i t o r i a l  and g r a p h i c  c o n t e n t .  M r .  Armstrong e x p l a i n e d  t o  m e  
t h a t  h e  wan t s  The Good N e w s  t o  be d e v o t e d  t o  b i b l i c a l  and  s p i r i t u a l  
a r t i c l e s  t o  f e e d  t h e  membership. H e  emphas ized  t h a t  h e  wants  The Good 
N e w s  t o  be s e n t  t o  a l l  members and  co-workers .  H e  s a id  if t h e  co-workers 
are s u p p o r t i v e  o f  t h e  Work and  h a v e  t h e i r  hear ts  i n  t h e  Work t h e y  s h o u l d  
a l so  receive The Good N e w s .  

The Worldwide N e w s  w i l l  resume w i t h  i t s  emphas is  on news of  t h e  Work and  
i t s  l e a d e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d ,  a s  we11 as announcements of p e r s o n a l  
news, f e a t u r e s  on  i n t e r e s t i n g  members and  a d d i t i o n a l  a r t ic les  o f  a 
s p i r i t u a l  n a t u r e .  

M r .  Armstrong e s p e c i a l l y  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  The Worldwide N e w s  be s e n t  free 
of c h a r g e  and  t h a t  i t  be s e n t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  t o  a l l  members o r  heads  o f  
households .  S i n c e  it i s  a member  p u b l i c a t i o n  it w i l l  n o t  be s e n t  a u t o -  
m a t i c a l l y  t o  co-workers.  

W e  w e l c o m e  y o u r  comments and l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s e r v i n g  you w i t h  c o n t i n u e d  
news and  encouragement  th rough  t h e  p a g e s  o f  T h e  Good N e w s  and Worldwide 
N e w s .  W e  a l so  s o l i c i t  y o u r  p r a y e r s  t h a t  w e  c a n  make t h e s e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  
a s u c c e s s  and  h e l p f u l  t o  a l l  o u r  m e m b e r s .  

NOTE: W e  want  t o  t h a n k  a l l  t h e  f e s t i v a l  c o o r d i n a t o r s  who responded so 
q u i c k l y  t o  o u r  r e q u e s t  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
F e a s t  sites. T h i s  made it p o s s i b l e  f o r  u s  t o  g i v e  a complete and  
i n t e r e s t i n g  p i c tu re  of t h e  1978 F e a s t  of T a b e r n a c l e s .  

--Dexter F a u l k n e r ,  Good N e w s  

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

. IRAN: STRATEGIC COUNTRY I N  TURFTOIL Over t h e  weeken'd t h e  v i o l e n t  demon- 
s t r a t i o n s  which h a v e  wracked I r a n  f o r  a b o u t  a year r e a c h e d  i n t o  t h e  c i t y  
c e n t e r  of Tehe ran ,  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  c ap i t a l .  Y o u t h f u l  d e m o n s t r a t o r s ,  about -  
3 , 0 0 0  s t r o n g ,  v e n t e d  t h e i r  w r a t h  a g a i n s t  t h e  symbols  o r  I r a n ' s  
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W e s t e r n i z a t i o n  -- smashing t h e  windows of  banks ,  ho te l s ,  t o u r i s t  shops  
and b u s i n e s s e s  s e l l i n g  a l c o h o l .  

The weekend e r u p t i o n  forced I r a n ' s  b e l e a g u e r e d  leader ,  Shah R e z a  Pah lav i ,  
t o  i n s t a l l  a m i l i t a r y  government and  t o  i n t e n s i f y  marshal l a w .  P rac t i -  
c a l l y  w i t h  one  s t r o k e  he  was f o r c e d  t o  suspend  a l l  t h e  l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  
measures h e  had  been  i n t r o d u c i n g  over t h e  pas t  f e w  months -- removing 
p r e s s  c e n s o r s h i p ,  p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  and  
t h e  f r e e i n g  of p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r s .  With e v e r y  f reedom,  it seemed, 
came i n c r e a s e d  t u r b u l e n c e  and g r e a t e r  demands. The Shah h a s  now t u r n e d  
t o  h i s  g rea tes t  a l l y ,  t h e  4 0 0 , 0 0 0  s t r o n g  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  up 
u n t i l  now l o y a l  t o  t h e  Shah b u t  f e e l i n g  hamst rung  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  con- 
s t r a i n t s  on d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  c r e s c e n d o  of  v i o l e n c e .  

W i l l  t h e  new tough measures  of t h e  Shah work? W i l l  s t r i k i n g  laborers 
-- e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  3 7 , 9 0 0  i n  t h e  c r u c i a l  p e t r o l e u m  i n d u s t r y  -- go back 
t o  t h e i r  j o b s ?  Pe rhaps  f o r  now t h e y  have  l i t t l e  c h o i c e .  

The Un i t ed  S ta tes  h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  e x p r e s s e d  sympathy f o r  t h e  Shah i n  
h i s  mounting dilemma. But t h e  Shah ' s  crackdown r u n s  c o u n t e r  t o  Washing- 
t o n ' s  human r i g h t s  d r i v e  -- which  many p r o m i n e n t  I r a n i a n s  f ee l  h e l p e d  
f u e l  I r a n ' s  t u r b u l e n c e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  

What happens i n  I r a n  is c r i t i c a l  f o r  several  r e a s o n s .  T h e  c o u n t r y  i s  
t h e  w o r l d ' s  second la rges t  e x p o r t e r  o f  o i l  ( a f t e r  S a u d i  A r a b i a ) .  I t  
s u p p l i e s  rough ly  8% of U . S .  import n e e d s ,  b u t  i s  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  f a r  
more i m p o r t a n t  to t h e  economies of J a p a n  a n d  Western Europe.  

Equa l ly  i m p o r t a n t  i s  I r a n ' s  g e o g r a p h i c a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  t e n s e  Middle  
East/Far E a s t  r e g i o n  -- a n  area t h a t  a n  American e x p e r t  once  ca l led  " t h e  
r e a l  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  w o r l d . "  

A s t ab le  pro-West I r a n  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t he  
r e g i o n .  Ever s i n c e  t h e  B r i t i s h  p u l l e d  o u t  of t h e i r  Mideas t  sea bases, 
t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  h a s  depended upon I r a n  t o  f i l l  London's  s h o e s  as t h e  
r e g i o n ' s  "pol iceman."  The Shah h a s  w i l l i n g l y  u n d e r t a k e n  t h i s  t a s k  and  
h a s  pu rchased  $ 2 1  b i l l i o n  worth of m i l i t a r y  hardware from t h e  U.S. t o  
s t e p  i n t o  t h i s  role.  

Now, however,  t h i s  ro le  i s  t h r e a t e n e d ,  t h e  Shah h a v i n g  been  forced t o  
d i v e r t  massive f u n d s  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  economy i n  a n  attempt t o  q u e l l  t h e  
u n r e s t .  

Brooding o v e r  I r a n ' s  troublesome f u t u r e  i s  t h e  Sovie t  Union, T e h e r a n ' s  
ne ighbor  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  w i t h  whom it s h a r e s  a 1 , 5 0 0  m i l e  b o r d e r .  MOSCOW, 
of c o u r s e ,  s u p p o r t s  t h e  I r a n i a n  Communist Pa r ty ,  Tudeh. But even  if 
t h e  Communists d o n ' t  come t o  power someday, t h e  Kreml in  would s t i l l  
b e n e f i t  from a n e u t r a l ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  Islamic government .  One which would 
undoubtedly  t r i m  back  I r a n ' s  m i l i t a r y  l i n k s  t o  the  U n i t e d  States  and  
Europe and  p u t  t h e  brakes on W e s t e r n i z a t i o n .  

The impor t ance  of a s t ab le  I r a n  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  free world w a s  summed up 
by a report i n  t h e  November 13,  1 9 7 8  i s s u e  of U .  S. N e w s  a n d  World Report: 

I r a n  g u a r d s  t h e  s e a - l a n e s  over which most I r a n i a n ,  P e r s i a n  Gulf 
and S a u d i  Arab ian  o i l  f l o w s  t o  the  U.S., Western  Europe and  Japan .  
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Russia  a l r e a d y  h a s  a f o o t h o l d  i n  ne ighbor ing  I r a q  and i s  en t r enched  
i n  E t h i o p i a  and Yemen-Aden, which command t h e  Red Sea access t o  
t h e  Suez C B n a l .  Emergence of a Sov ie t - a l igned  f r a n  t h u s  cou ld  give 
t h e  Kremlin c o n t r o l . o v e r  bo th  of t h e  West's major o i l - s u p p l y  r o u t e s .  
A major goal of t h e  S o v i e t  Union h a s  long  been t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of  
w a r m - w a t e r  p o r t s  i n  South A s i a  and easy  access t o  t h e  I n d i a n  Ocean. 
Russian nava l  s t r e n g t h  i s  expanding i n  t h a t  r eg ion ,  b u t  t o  g e t  
t h e r e  S o v i e t  warsh ips  must make t h e  long voyage f r o m  B lack  Sea and 
Northern P a c i f i c  p o r t s .  

With a pro-Soviet  government now r u l i n g  Afghanis tan n e x t  door  
and nearby P a k i s t a n  b o i l i n g  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  u n r e s t ,  a s tab le  govern- 
ment i n  Teheran i s  a must if Washington hopes t o  block f u r t h e r  
expansion of MOSCOW'S i n f l u e n c e  i n  a c r i t i ca l  c o r n e r  of the  w o r l d .  

The Shah ' s  d r a s t i c  measures may break t h e  back of t h e  v i o l e n c e  i n  h i s  
country f o r  t h e  t i m e  be ing .  
p r e v a i l  a g a i n s t  t h e  determined o p p o s i t i o n  of t h e  powerful  Sh ia  M o s l e m  
l e a d e r s  and the i r  impassioned fol lowers .  

But many e x p e r t s  b e l i e v e  he c a n ' t  u l t i m a t e l y  

--Gene H .  Hogberg, N e w s  Bureau 


