
s 

PASTOR'S REPOR 
PUBLISHED BY THE WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD 

VOL. 2, NO. 46 PASADENA, CALIFORNIA DECEMBER 12, 1978 

FROM PASTORAL ADMINISTRATION 

D e a r  Fellow Min i s t e r s :  

Warmest g r e e t i n g s  t o  you a l l .  

Here a t  Headquarters w e  are a l l  very  much looking  forward t o  
t h e  soon-coming M i n i s t e r i a l  Conference i n  January.  
t o  have t h e  ma jo r i ty  of o u r  p a s t o r s  of churches back t o g e t h e r  aga in  
f o r  s e v e r a l  days o f  meetings and f e l lowsh ip ,  and w e  expect it t o  be 
a very p r o f i t a b l e  t i m e .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  I want t o  mention t h a t  t h e  va r ious  A r e a  Coordina tors  
from across t h e  U.S.A. w i l l  b e  coming i n  t o  Pasadena ahead of t i m e  
f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  meetings.  If you have any s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  
you would l i k e  t o  pose -- i n  t h e  hope t h a t  as many o f  them as p o s s i b l e  
can b e  addressed dur ing  t h e  conference i tself  or  perhaps du r ing  t h e  
meetings w i t h  t h e  A r e a  Coordinators  -- please send them on t o  m e  as 
quickly  as poss ib l e .  
da t ions  t h a t  can be  passed on t o  M r .  Armstrong f o r  p o s s i b l e  d i scuss ion .  

I t  w i l l  b e  g r e a t  

W e  w i l l  then p u t  t o g e t h e r  a number of recommen- 

Once aga in ,  I want t o  express my a p p r e c i a t i o n  fo r  t h e  suppor t ,  
h-cking and ded ica t ion  of you f e l low m i n i s t e r s .  
t i m e  when w e  need to  emphasize u n i t y  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  suppor t  f o r  
one another ,  as w e l l  as respons iveness  as m e m b e r s  of t h e  t e a m  t h a t  
has  been c a l l e d  t o  assist i n  t h e  performance of God's Work reaching  
o u t  t o  mankind w i t h  God's t r u e  message. 

Th i s  is  c e r t a i n l y  a 

Continue t o  be s t r o n g  i n  your m i n i s t r y  as  you cont inue  t o  
s t r eng then  t h e  people  o f  God. 

S i n c e r e l y ,  i n  J e s u s '  name, 
C. Wayne Cole 

NEWSSTAND UPDATE 

Severa l  r e p o r t s  have come i n  f r o m  va r ious  P l a i n  Tru th  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
areas about  t h e  fact  t h a t  s o m e  are f r u s t r a t e d  because Pasadena i s  n o t  
supplying church areas wi th  more P l a i n  Tru th  magazines. Others  have 
even t o l d  t h e i r  people  t o  p repa re  fo r  immediate d i s t r i b u t i o n  of ove r  
one m i l l i o n  m o r e  copies  of  t h e  magazine. 

I th ink  it would b e  good if 5 mentioned aga in  o u r  p l a n s  fo r  the  coming 
y e a r  and for  f u t u r e  growth. F i r s t l y ,  a t  no t i m e  have I or  my s ta f f  
s a i d  t h a t  w e  would d e f i n i t e l y  be  i n c r e a s i n g  o u r  c i r c u l a t i o n  beyond t h e  
January 1979 level. (See my comment i n  Pastor 's  Report d a t e d  September 
11, 1978). T o  my knowledge, n e i t h e r  M r .  Armstrong, M r .  Rader n o r  
anybody else have s a i d  t h a t  w e  would be i n c r e a s i n g  newsstand d i s t r i b u -  
t i o n  immediately. What w e  have a l l  s a i d  i s  t h a t  w e  hope t o  t a k e  o u r  
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c i r c u l a t i o n  t o  ove r  3 m i l l i o n  cop ie s  as soon as p o s s i b l e .  The 
"poss ib le"  depends, obvious ly ,  on t w o  t h i n g s :  1) t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  
of funds f o r  expansion of o u r  p r i n t  order and 2) from my p o i n t  of view, 
as manager of t h e  program, ou r  c o l l e c t i v e  a b i l i t y  as good stewards 
t o  handle  more magazines f r o m  a cost e f f e c t i v e  p o i n t  of view. 
it i s  t r u e  t h a t  m o s t  areas do manage t h e i r  P l a i n  Tru th  a l l o t m e n t s  
very w e l l ,  u s ing  c a r e f u l  placement and moni tor ing ,  dome areas and 
i n d i v i d u a l s  are l a x  and f r a n k l y  are n o t  hand l ing  t h i n g s  as they  
should.  

While 

Our p o s i t i o n  t h e n  i n  Pub l i sh ing  i s  t h a t  even i f  m o r e  funds w e r e  made 
a v a i l a b l e  r i g h t  now, w e  would want a t i g h t e n i n g  up i n  t h e  way i n  which 
some areas are handl ing  t h e i r  a l l o t m e n t s  of magazines. P l u s  t h e r e  
are other P.T. promotional programs w e  want t o  g e t  i n t o  i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  newsstand d i s t r i b u t i o n .  (See my comments i n  September 5 th  Pastor 's  
Report r ega rd ing  d i r e c t  m a i l ) .  

To h e l p  m e  improve o u r  s e r v i c e  and d i r e c t i o n  t o  newsstand co-ord ina t ion  
teams, I have appoin ted  Boyd Leeson, who has  worked f o r  some y e a r s  i n  
P l a i n  Tru th  C i r c u l a t i o n .  H e  w i l l  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  m e  fo r  P l a i n  
Truth d i s t r i b u t i o n  which i n c l u d e s  t h e  Newsstand Department. 

--Roger Lippross ,  Pub l i sh ing  S e r v i c e s  

A VERY BUSY YEAR FOR MPC 

1978 w a s  a year of "qrowinq pa ins"  and chanqes i n  t h e  Work, y e t  a t  
t h e  s a m e  t i i e ,  it w a s  a pe&d of accomplishment and achievement! Good 
f r u i t  has  been borne as  t h e  Gospel has  been preached and G o d ' s  Word 
has  been made known t o  t h e  world under M r .  He rbe r t  Armstrong's reneved 
l eade r sh ip .  Tremendous good i s  be ing  accomplished i n  t h e  l ives of 
many of t h e  M I L L I O N S  of  people  who  are reached by a l l  facets of t h i s  
Work every  year!  

I t ' s  almost s t a g g e r i n g  t o  rea l ize  t h a t  s i n c e  M r .  Armstrong made t h e  
first "World Tomorrow" program back i n  1934, approximately one-half -- 
BILLION p i e c e s  of l i t e r a t u r e  have been mailed t o  people  who have heard  
our  programs! (Th i s  i nc ludes  The P L A I N  TRUTH and GOOD NEWS magazines, 
booklets, Correspondence Course l e s s o n s ,  r e p r i n t  ar t ic les ,  co-worker 
le t ters ,  etc. 1 .  

W e  thought  you would be i n t e r e s t e d  t o  know t h a t  du r ing  t h e  p a s t  e l even  
months (January t o  November) : 

I n  t h e  United States a l o n e ,  w e  mailed o u t  a t o t a l  of 7.6 
m i l l i o n  P L A I N  TRUTH magazines, and d i s t r i b u t e d  an a d d i t i o n a l  
9 m i l l i o n  cop ie s  on newsstands. 

1.1 m i l l i o n c o p i e s  of t h e  GOOD NEWS were c i r c u l a t e d .  

4 m i l l i o n  p i e c e s  of gospe l  l i t e r a t u r e  w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d .  

9 m i l l i o n  letters w e r e  mailed.  

730,000 B i b l e  Correspondepce Course l e s s o n s  w e r e  s e n t .  
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we f i l l e d  77 ,000  r e q u e s t s  fo r  M r .  A m s t r o n g ' s  new book, 
The I n c r e d i b l e  Human P o t e n t i a l .  

A l s o  i n  1978, w e  rece ived  1 . 8  m i l l i o n  let ters p l u s  4 5 0 , 0 0 0  te lephone  
cal ls  on o u r  t o l l - f r e e  l i n e .  A l l  t o l d ,  600 ,000  new people  w e r e  added 
t o  our  mai l ing  l i s t  and 6 4 , 0 0 0  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  Bib le  Correspondence 
Course. 

I hope t h i s  b r i e f  summary can be encouraging t o  you as i t  is  t o  us 
i n  MPC. 

--Richard R i c e ,  M a i l  P rocess ing  Center  

ON THE WORLD SCENE: FITFUL START FOR EMS 

The new European Monetary System w i l l  beg in ,  as expected,  on January 
1, 1979. However, some of t h e  g l i t t e r  surrounding w h a t  would have 
been Europe's m o s t  ambitious s t e p  toward u n i t y  t o  date has been rubbed 
o f f .  A t  t h e  l a s t  minute I t a l y  and I r e l a n d  decided a g a i n s t  t a k i n g  t h e  
EMS plunge. 

The dec i s ions  on t h e  p a r t  of Rome  and Dublin s u r p r i s e d  a l l  t h e  dele- 
g a t e s  who had assembled i n  Brusse l s  fo r  t h e  December 4-5 EEC summit. 
The summit w a s  expected t o  r o u t i n e l y  endorse t h e  EMS p l a n ,  backed 
p r imar i ly  by t h e  Germans and the  French. Everyone knew t h e  B r i t i s h  
w e r e  n o t  going t o  j o i n  up, a l though P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  Callaghan had 
promised t o  c l o s e l y  coord ina te  B r i t i s h  f i s c a l  p o l i c y  wi th  EMS members. 
I n  e f f e c t ,  B r i t a i n  would b e  a "ha l f  member ' '  of  t he  cur rency  alignment.  

Other than B r i t i s h  r e t i c e n c e ,  t h e  go-ahead d e c i s i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  
remaining e i g h t  w a s  such a forgone conclusion t h a t  t h e  summit w a s  
expected t o  conclude e a r l y  a f te rnoon on t h e  second and f i n a l  day. 
In s t ead ,  t h e  summit dragged on f r u i t l e s s l y  f o r  another; e i g h t  hours.  

I n  t h e  end, P r e m i e r  G iu l io  Andreo t t i  of I t a l y  and P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  Jack  
Lynch of I r e l a n d  w e r e  unsuccessfu l  i n  g e t t i n g  the  other s i x  t o  ag ree  
t o  a $3.6 b i l l i o n ' e c o n o m i c  a s s i s t a n c e  package they  f e l t  w a s  needed t o  
h e l p  t h e i r  weaker, more in f l a t ion -p rone  economies a d j u s t  t o  the  s t r ic t  
d i s c i p l i n e  of t h e  MES currency "snake" (named for  t h e  t u n n e l - l i k e  
appearance, on a qraph, of t h e  f l u c t u a t i o n s  pe rmi t t ed  i n  t he  rela- 
t i v e  va lues  of t h e  m e m b e r  c u r r e n c i e s ) .  

The las t -minute  p u l l o u t  by I t a l y  and I r e l a n d  c a m e  as an embarrassment 
t o  Chancellor Schmidt, prime mover behind EMS. From a l l  i n d i c a t i o n s ,  
Germany w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  respond favorably  t o  t h e  I t a l i a n  and I r i s h  
demands, even though t h e s e  w e r e  much l a r g e r  than ear l ier  a n t i c i p a t e d .  
But as has happened so o f t e n  i n  post-war European h i s t o r y ,  it w a s  
France t h a t  w a s  t h e  f l y  i n  t h e  ointment.  

P re s iden t  Valery Giscard d 'Es t a ing  s tood  fas t .  "This  i s  no t  a system 
t o  hand o u t  money," he r e p o r t e d l y  commented a t  one t e n s e  moment du r ing  
t h e  d e l i b e r a t i o n s .  

Giscard w a s  under heavy p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e  back home f r o m  t h e  French 
A s s e m b l y  t o  curb any d r i f t  toward European federalism. The German p lan  
t o  expand t h e  Community's r e g i o n a l  fund t o  provide t h e  massive loans  
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necessary t o  I t a l y  and I r e l a n d  d i d n ' t  s t a n d  a chance of pas s ing  t h e  
French Assembly. The l a t t e r  had also r e c e n t l y  served  n o t i c e  t h a t  no 
increased  a u t h o r i t y  would be  given t h e  soon-to-be expanded d i r e c t l y -  
e l e c t e d  European Parl iament .  

The Brusse l s  summit t h u s  once aga in  r evea led  t h e  below-surface t e n s i o n s  
of t h e  c o n t i n e n t ' s  "Big Two"--Germany and France--even i n  t h e  l i g h t  
of t h e i r  unprecedented "convergence" i n  t h e  l a s t  few y e a r s  i n  f o r e i g n  
pol icy .  The W a l l  Street J o u r n a l ,  D e c .  5 ,  1978  r epor t ed :  "Underneath 
t h e  p r e s e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  remain l a t e n t  French fears  of Germany. 
France has  made p l a i n  t h a t  i t ' s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  EMS currency p l an  p a r t l y  
t o  keep Europe f r o m  becoming a Deutschmark zone, as a means of counter-  
i ng  Germany's economic domination of Europe--and of France. P r e s i d e n t  
Giscard has  set France t h e  goa l  of ca tch ing  up, i n  1 0  y e a r s ,  w i th  
Germany's economic development and power t o  provide  Europe wi th  ' a t  
least  two c o u n t r i e s  of  comparable i n f l u e n c e . '  A Europe dominated by 
Germany i s  'unacceptab le , '  according t o  M r .  Giscard.  France s t i l l  
f e a r s  t h e  p rospec t  of be ing  ' d i c t a t e d  t o '  by Germany, e x p l a i n s  a 
government o f f i c i a l .  'I 

The cloud over  Brusse l s  which suddenly appeared December 5,  must b e  
seen i n  proper  pe r spec t ive ,  however. The EMS w i l l  _c_ begin  on January 
1, wi th  i t s  s t r o n g  s i x  members f u l l y  i n  tow. I r e l a n d  and I t a l y  are 
sa id  t o  be keeping an open door, hopefu l  of n e g o t i a t i n g  e n t r y  on t e r m s  
more favorable  t o  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n s .  The Dai ly  Teleqraph r e p o r t e d  on 
December 7 t h a t  " t h e  I r i s h  Republic i s  having second thoughts  about  
remaining o u t s i d e  t h e  European Monetary System" and t h a t  it w a s  Itby 
no means d e f i n i t e  t h a t  I r e l a n d  w a s  o p t i n g  ou t . "  

The EMS, a f te r  a l l ,  r e p r e s e n t s  a major d e c i s i o n  f o r  I r e l a n d ,  n o t  t o  
be taken l i g h t l y ,  S ince  B r i t a i n  i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  j o i n  up, I r i s h  
membership e n t a i l s  breaking t h e  comfortable  152-year l i n k  wi th  s t e r l i n g .  

Observers feel  t h a t  i f  t h e  EMS does g e t  off  t o  a good s t a r t ,  and d o e s n ' t  
co l l apse  l i k e  prev ious  currency ''snake" al ignments  (it s h o u l d n ' t ,  
because t h i s  "snake" has a formidable m u l t i - b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  worth 
r e se rve  fund backing it u p ) ,  t h a t  bo th  I r e l a n d  and I t a l y  w i l l  have no 
choice b u t  t o  hop on t h e  t r a i n  qu ick ly  before it gets too f a r  down t h e  
track. I t ' s  either t h a t  o r  b e  permanently a s s igned  t o  second-rate  
s t a t u s  i n  Europe, a t  a permanent d i sadvantaqe  t o  t h o s e  w h o  have l i n k e d  
the i r  f o r t u n e s  t o  t h e  powerful deutschmark. 

--Gene H. Hogberg, N e w s  Bureau 


