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CLEARING THE AIR ON A SERIOUS RUMOR 

We regret that it is necessary to advise you of another problem we 
have uncovered. 

Let us first say that it is not God's way to accuse. It is not 
God's way to make public accusations against an individual. God's 
way is to forgive when a person repents and to cover the wrong. 
This is what we tried to do. 

However, sometimes it is necessary to bring up facts when a failure 
to do so will perhaps lead some people to fall away from God's 
Truth. It is to protect the flock that we bring you this information. 

Ted Armstrong has been disseminating false and defamatory rumors 
designed to destroy this work. The latest accusation concerns 
Mr. Ray Wright and the financial aspects of God's Work. To save 
some of the brethren, who may be weak in the faith, from falling 
away due to not having all the facts, we must again set the record 
straight. 

These are the facts: Ted Armstrong, when he was serving in the 
office of Executive Vice President of the Church and President 
of the College, was the direct overseer of God's money. He author- 
ized a member of his staff, Mr. Raymond L. Wright, to misuse monies 
that the faithful members of God's family had contributed. And, 
so none of you will doubt, we have that written authorization in 
our possession. 

Ted Armstrong authorized Mr. Wright to pay secretly, out of Church 
funds, God's money to a private corporation owned by Mr. Wright 
and Robert Kuhn in Texas. Ted Armstrong's act of authorizing such 
payment of Church funds laid the foundation and permitted a greater 
misuse of God's tithe money in subsequent months. 

In spite of the clandestine procedures involved, the scheme was 
uncovered during an audit by Mr. Jack Kessler, and others on the 
internal auditing staff. 

But there is good news in the final analysis. The experience has 
served to prove the effectiveness of God's auditing procedures 
and we are pleased to report that by virtue of swift legal action 
having been taken, God's work has been able to either recover God's 
tithe money or obtain adequate assurance of its repayment. 

The two men still in God's Work have repented of their involvement 
in this matter. And when a man repents of his sins God forgives 
him of the spiritual wrong. He separates his sin as far as East 
is from the West and he stands clean and forgiven before God. 
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As the scripture reads, if we do not forgive our brethren once 
they have repented, then God will not forgive us for our sins 
(Matt. 6:14-15). Therefore, let us now forgive and forget the 
matter as to those who remain faithful to God's Work, and go on 
and defend the Work in renewed faith against those that Satan is 
using in an attempt to destroy it through every possible means 
available. 

Stanley R. Rader 
Ralph K. Helge 

FURNISHING INFORMATION REGARDING FALSE AND VILE ACCUSATIONS 

It has come to our attention that among other means GTA has now 
started what appears to be a telephone calling campaign in an attempt 
to destroy the faith of some members. He is making not only false 
but vile accusations against the brethren. 

It is clear that God holds the Church responsible for preserving 
the flock; that the Church has a duty to prevent the flock from 
being led into tribulation or eternal death. 

The Church has now had to determine what is the most effective means 
of protecting the flock from this Satanic attack of false and vile 
accusations. It has been concluded that refuting each false and 
vile rumor is not in all cases an adequate means of carrying out 
its solemn obligation. 

The Church has now determined that in order to adequately discharge 
its duty to preserve the flock, the Church must and will file suit 
against GTA or his associates under the appropriate circumstances, 
in order to stop the physical source of the rumors. Such action 
will be taken against any person who would lend themselves as an 
instrument of Satan to destroy the flock. 

Ted Armstrong has not only been disfellowshipped but is likewise 
spreading false doctrine or doctrine which is false as applied. 
Therefore, in the first instance the brethren should not be re- . 
ceiving calls or any other communications from him or his associates 
(I1 Jn. 10, Rom. 16:17). 

If, however, for any reason such communications have been received 
in the past or, for any reason are received in the future, the Church 
is now requesting that all such communications be forwarded to the 
Church's legal office. As we can assume that a countermeasure Satan 
would inspire at this point would be to temporarily suspend the 
false and vile accusations, or to contact people to whom they were 
made and request that they alter the accusations that were told 
or not respond to this request. 

Therefore, we would emphasize the importance of furnishing infor- 
mation regarding accusations already made as well. Further, we 
would call to the attention of all the brethren, ministers and mem- 
bers alike, of the spiritual obligation imposed upon the Christian 
of coming forth as a witness with any facts he knows or has heard 
of (Lev. 5:l). 
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Therefore, each and every person who has or does receive a letter 
()or telephone call or any other type of communication, from GTA, 
or any of his associates, making accusations against God's Church 
is now being asked to forward the following information regarding 
the matter to the Church's Legal Office: 

Please include the approximate date of the communications, 
who was involved in the communication, and exactly what was 
said. If the communication was'in writing or taped, please 
forward a copy. 

If it would appear that some of the brethren are likely to fall 
away by virtue of certain false and vile accusations, and that 
simply refuting them will not appear likely to prevent this injury, 
then with this information appropriate action can and will be taken. 

So there is no misunderstanding brethren, it must be understood 
that if legal action is taken, it is n o t  for the purpose of vengeance 
but simply to discharge the Church's duty to preserve the flock. 
Further, if the issues were only matters of doctrine, then it would 
be left to the ministry to carry out one of their primary duties 
to protect the flock by refuting and stopping the mouth of the gain- 
sayer. 

This reporting requirement should be considered as being in addition 
to any other reporting obligation to any other person or department 
you may have presently. 

Stanley R. Rader 
Ralph K. Aelge 

FROM PASTORAL ADMINISTRATION 

Dear F e l l o w  Min i s t e r s :  

Gree t ings  from cool, r a i n y  Southern C a l i f o r n i a .  Our weather  h a s  been 
t e r r i b l y  w e t  f o r  t he  past  s e v e r a l  days,  b u t  I know t h a t  m o s t  of  you would 
cons ide r  t h a t  a vas t  improvement over t h e  b i t t e r  c o l d  and major s n o w f a l l s  
t h a t  have been t h e  l o t  of  so many i n  t h e  wes te rn ,  c e n t r a l  and n o r t h e r n  
p a r t s  of t h e  U.S.A.  and Canada. 
thaw o u t  a l i t t l e  dur ing  t h e  coming January  conference.  

Hopeful ly ,  m o s t  o f  you w i l l  be a b l e  t o  

I a m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  m i n i s t e r i a l  conference  is  ve ry  much on eve ryone ' s  
mind a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  and m o s t  o f  your  t rave l  p l a n s  have a l r e a d y  been 
f i n a l i z e d .  
be spending t o g e t h e r  t o  work on r e c a p t u r i n g  t h e  camaraderie, t h e  teamsman- 
s h i p  and t h e  genuine b r o t h e r l y  love i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y  w e  once had. I f  
enough of  u s  want it and enough o f  u s  w i l l  practice t h a t  k i n d  of  mutual 
esteem and respect towards each o t h e r ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  o u r  d r i v i n g  devo- 
t i o n  and commitment t o  t h i s  Work, t hen  w e  cannot  f a i l  i n  t he  t a s k  t h e  
l i v i n g  C h r i s t  h a s  g iven  t o  us. 

I aga in  want t o  encourage a l l  of  you t o  use  t h e  t i m e  w e ' l l  

I n  t h e  r e c e n t  pas t ,  several of  you have i n v i t e d  m e  t o  come i n t o  your 
a r e a s  f o r  a church v i s i t ,  spending some t i m e  w i t h  t h e  b r e t h r e n  and perhaps 
g e t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  area m i n i s t e r s  f o r  meet ings and a soc ia l  a c t i v i t y  
o r  t w o .  I do want t o  e x p r e s s  my s i n c e r e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  a l l  of  t h e s e  
i n v i t a t i o n s .  I t  is  my s i n c e r e  hope and f i r m e s t  i n t e n t i o n  t o  be able t o  
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work as c l o s e l y  as p o s s i b l e  wi th  a l l  of you, and as c i rcumstances  pe rmi t  
1'11 t r y  t o  accept whatever i n v i t a t i o n s  I can, w i thou t  n e g l e c t i n g  any 
a s p e c t  of t h e  Work under my charge  as  I assist M r .  Armstronq i n  t h e  d u t i e s  
of Pastoral Adminis t ra t ion  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y .  

Unfor tuna te ly ,  t h e r e  are t i m e s  when I j u s t  c a n ' t  make it o u t  t h e r e  
because of  t h e  many demanding a c t i v i t i e s  h e r e  a t  Headquarters .  The " s p i r i t  
i s  d e f i n i t e l y  w i l l i n g , "  b u t  i t  i s n ' t  always p o s s i b l e  t o  t r ave l  and v i s i t  
as I ' d  l i k e .  But,  I promise I ' l l  keep on t r y i n g .  

A t  t h e  r i s k  of appear ing  r e p e t i t i o u s ,  I do want t o  a g a i n  e x p r e s s  my 
pe r sona l  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  encouraging example set by so many of  you through 
t h e  v a r i o u s  t r i a l s ,  traumas and problems t h a t  have come o u r  way over t h e  
past few months. Your f a i t h ,  common s e n s e ,  courage and commitment t o  t h i s  
Work of God w i l l  n o t  go unnot iced by G o d  who i s  ve ry  much aware o f  o u r  
r e a c t i o n s  and a t t i t u d e s ,  when w e ' r e  under p r e s s u r e  o r  when d i f f i c u l t  t i m e s  
come. Only God knows o u r  h e a r t s  and it i s  H e  who w i l l  some day recognize  
and e v a l u a t e  t h e  f r u i t s  of o u r  l i ves  and w e  w i l l  be rewarded acco rd ing ly .  

Thanks aga in  f o r  your le t ters  and m e m o s .  I look forward t o  t a l k i n g  
wi th  a l l  of  you somewhere a long  t h e  l i n e .  W a r m e s t  r e g a r d s  t o  your  wives ,  
f a m i l i e s  and t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  your  local area. 

S i n c e r e l y ,  i n  J e s u s '  name, 
C. Wayne C o l e  

MAIL PROCESSING CENTER UPDATE 

Mail - Summary: M a i l  f o r  t h i s  December i s  e x c e p t i o n a l .  Although o u r  m a i l  
,aunt f o r  t h e  y e a r  i s  down s l i g h t l y  when compared w i t h  l a s t  y e a r ,  m a i l  
f o r  t h e  month is  9 57%! Many t h i n g s  are c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h i s  good m a i l  
f l o w :  renewals t o  The PLAIN TRUTH are coming i n  a t  about  2,000 a day; 
r e q u e s t s  f o r  M r .  Armstrong's book, The I n c r e d i b l e  Human P o t e n t i a l ,  have 
come i n  very w e l l ;  and o t h e r  ma i l ings  t o  s u b s c r i b e r s  are producing a good 
response -- which a l l  adds up t o  keeping  MPC employees ve ry  busy. M a i l  
f o r  t h e  y e a r  now s t a n d s  a t  about  1,766,000 pieces. 

"Modern Romans" TV Spot Ad S t i l l  Proving F r u i t f u l :  L a s t  month w e  mentioned 
some of t h e  good r e s u l t s  which have come f r o m  t h e  series of "Modern Romans" 
Tv s p o t  commercials which w e r e  run d u r i n g  l a s t  summer. A s  it happens,  t h e r e  
i s  s t i l l  m o r e  good news t o  report: 

The f i r s t  t w o  new members r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e s e  commercials w e r e  r e c e n t l y  
bapt ized!  A s  f a r  as  w e  know, these t w o  new people  had no knowledge o f  t h e  
Church o r  o u r  Work u n t i l  t hey  hea rd  t h e  "Modern Romans" spot ad.  And, 
a l though only  a few months t i m e  h a s  e l a p s e d  d u r i n g  which they  could  r e a d  
The PLAIN TRUTH and o t h e r  b i b l i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t hey  a p p a r e n t l y  soon came 
t o  see where God is  working, w e r e  conv ic t ed  by God's S p i r i t ,  and w e r e  
bap t i zed .  Even though t h e  numbers are n o t  l a r g e  t o  beg in  w i t h ,  t h i s  i s  
s t i l l  good f r u i t .  

- 

Twenty-one new Co-workers have a l s o  r e s u l t e d  from t h e  "Modern Romans" 
commercials. And t h e  o r i g i n a l  count  o f  98 Donors h a s  now grown t o  268. 
The PLAIN TRUTH response  h a s  a lso been e x c e l l e n t .  Over 20% of  a l l  t h e  
people who came on f i l e  through t h e s e  spot  ads  have responded t o  r e q u e s t  
The PLAIN TRUTH. 
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" H a t s  o f f "  fo r  a Job W e l l  Done: 
cerest g r a t i t u d e  t o  Dexter Faulkner  and t h e  s t a f f  o f  The GOOD NEWS and 
"Worldwide N e w s "  f o r  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  service and h e l p  t.hey have g iven  t o  
Subsc r ibe r  Development. 
N e w s l e t t e r "  and "Sermon SummarieS" have been MUCH apprec i a t ed :  

I n  c losing,  w e  want t o  express o u r  s i n -  

T h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  i n  producing t h e  "Co-Worker 

--Richard R i c e ,  Xail P rocess ing  C e n t e r  

PUBLISHING SERVICES UPDATE 

L o s  Angeles A i r p o r t  i s  overcast and i t ' s  r a i n i n g  as I s i t  and w r i t e  t h i s  
r e p o r t  i n  t h e  a i rpo r t  lobby. I ' m  doing t h i s  now so I can  phone it i n  t o  
Richard S e d l i a c i k  i n  o r d e r  t o  m e e t  t h e  Monday noon P a s t o r ' s  Report dead- 
l i n e .  W e  j u s t  g o t  o f f  a Nat iona l  A i r l i n e s  f l i g h t  from N e w  Or leans  where 
a f e w  of us  teamed up from Pub l i sh ing  and P a s t o r a l  Admin i s t r a t ion  t o  h o l d  
a workshop-type seminar over t h e  weekend. 
group from t h e  New Orleans and Baton Rouge churches.  

The purpose o f  t h e  seminar w a s  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  local church members are 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  becoming involved  i n  t h e  promotion and hand l ing  of Quest 
magazine through newsstands,  books to res ,  b u s i n e s s e s ,  etc.  i n  t h e i r  local  
area. And t o  show how Q u e s t  i s  b e n e f i t i n g  t h e  Work i n  t h e  o u t s i d e  wor ld  
p l u s  g e t  feedback i n  g e n e r a l  from members. 

The seminar  w a s  h e l d  w i t h  a 

Everybody f e l t  t h e  weekend w a s  a g r e a t  success  and thanks  t o  men l i k e  M r .  
J i m  Chapman, M r .  J i m  S e r v i d i o ,  and M r .  K a r l  Beyersdorfer ,  e v e r y t h i n g  went 
smoothly. I t  w a s  bo th  i n s p i r i n g  and e x c i t i n g  t o  m e e t  new people  i n  God's 
church and make s o m e  new f r i e n d s .  W e  have planned a few more f a c t - f i n d i n g  
weekends. The n e x t  one i s  i n  C i n c i n n a t i  on January  7 th .  A l l  b e i n g  w e l l ,  
de w i l l  p r e s e n t  o u r  p re l imina ry  f i n d i n g s  a t  t h e  conference  i n  January.  

This  w a s  a t e a m  e f f o r t  where P u b l i s h i n g  and P a s t o r a l  Admin i s t r a t ion  worked 
on a p r o j e c t  of  b e n e f i t  t o  b o t h  areas and t h e  church. 
A r t  Mokarow, John Hal ford ,  Diane G i l c h r i s t ,  John Kossey, and o t h e r  people 
i n  Pasadena who made t h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  so s u c c e s s f u l .  

S p e c i a l  thanks  t o  

--Roger L ippross ,  Pub l i sh ing  

ON THE WORLD SCENE: THE BREAKTHROUGH TO C H I N A  

Following an i n t e n s i v e  72-hour f l u r r y  of secret diplomacy, P r e s i d e n t  
Carter s tunned t h e  world on F r iday  evening,  December 15 w i t h  a terse 
televised announcement t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  and t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Repub- 
l i c  of  China had agreed  t o  e s t a b l i s h  d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  as of Jan- 
uary 1, 1979.  

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  Hua Kuo-feng, Ch ina ' s  Premier  and Communist P a r t y  Chair-  
man r ead  t h e  j o i n t  communique t o  about  100  Western and Chinese r e p o r t e r s  
i n  Peking -- and a f t e rwards  h e l d  an unprecedented news conference .  

Co inc iden ta l  w i t h  t h e  new agreement, U . S .  t i es  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t  Chinese 
government on Taiwan are t o  be t e rmina ted  on t h e  same date, w i t h  t h e  
special defense  t r e a t y  between t h e  t w o  n a t i o n s  p l a y i n g  o u t  a y e a r  l a te r  
(terms of  t h e  t r e a t y  s t i p u l a t e  t h a t  it can be t e rmina ted  one y e a r  a f t e r  
e i t h e r  p a r t y  n o t i f i e s  t h e  o t h e r  of i t s  i n t e n t  t o  do so.) 

Reaction i n  Taiwan w a s ,  p r e d i c t a b l y ,  one of  anger .  And N a t i o n a l i s t  Ch ina ' s  
t h inn ing  ranks of s u p p o r t e r s  i n  t h e  U.S. Congress w e r e  ou t r aged .  Sena to r  
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Barry Goldwater termed t h e  swi t ch  f r o m  T a i p e i  t o  Peking ''one of t h e  m o s t  
cowardly acts ever performed by a P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  United States." 
vowed t o  sue  M r .  Carter over t h e  ab roga t ion  o f  t h e  de fense  t r e a t y .  Even 
some Senate  l iberals w e r e  dismayed t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  took t h e  b i g  leap 
while  Congress w a s  i n  recess -- i n  f u l l  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  ear l ie r  i n  t h e  
y e a r  t h e  Senate  had passed  a 94-0 r e s o l u t i o n  demanding advanced consu l t a -  
t i o n ' o n  t h e  Taiwan defense  t r e a t y  i s s u e .  

H e  

Reaction around t h e  world,  however, w a s  gene ra l ly  pos i t ive ,  f r o m  U . S .  
a l l i es  i n  Europe, t o  Japan,  Singapore,  Thai land ,  even South Korea. The 
shock w a s  n o t  t h a t  i t  happened -- t he  U . S .  had been seek ing  such a r e l a t i o n  
s h i p  ever s i n c e  P r e s i d e n t  Nixon's ice-breaker t r i p  i n  1 9 7 2  -- b u t  t h a t  t h e  
f i n a l  s t a g e  toward r e c o g n i t i o n  moved so s w i f t l y .  Only i n  Israel w a s  t h e  
r e a c t i o n  b a s i c a l l y  nega t ive ,  t h e  mood t h e r e  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  
if the  United States could  SO e a 3 i l y  j e t t i s o n  a l o y a l  a l l y ,  and an i ron -  
c l a d  defense  t r e a t y  w i t h  it t o  boot, t hen  h o w  re l iable  w e r e  U.S. defense  
commitments t o  Israel? 

How d i d  t h e  on-again-off-again n e g o t i a t i o n s  between Washington and Peking 
come t o  a head so qu ick ly?  According t o  the  December 25 i s s u e  of T i m e  
magazine : 

"On September 1 9 ,  Carter prodded t h e  Chinese a t  h i s  f i rs t  formal meeting 
wi th  Ambassador C h ' a i  /china's envoy i n  Washington7 - a t  t h e  White House 
by aga in  l a y i n g  o u t  h i s  terms for  no rma l i za t ion :  Peking must allow t h e  
u.S. t o  keep i t s  economic and c u l t u r a l  t ies  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t ' C h i n e s e  
and agree, a t  least  t a c i t l y ,  not t o  r e u n i t e  Taiwan w i t h  t h e  mainland by 
force. The Chinese began dropping s t r o n g  h i n t s  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  g e t t i n g  
ready t o  accept t h e  U.S. terms. I n  l a te  November, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  Teng t o l d  
P v i s i t i n g  Japanese d e l e g a t i o n  t h a t  diplomatic r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Tokyo had 
been restored ' i n  one second'  and t h a t  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Washington cou ld  be 
r e s t o r e d  i n  ' t w o  seconds. '  I n  diplomacy, a second can b e  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  
of a week, and, i n  fact ,  t he  f i n a l  s t a g e  of t h e  b a r g a i n i n g  took on ly  t w o  
weeks. 'I 

Teng also s tar ted say ing ,  a p p a r e n t l y  for  American consumption, t h a t  Peking 
was w i l l i n g  t o  be v e r y  p a t i e n t  ove r  t h e  Taiwan i s s u e ,  even i f  it would 
take a g e n e r a t i o n  or  t w o  o r  more t o  reach an amicable s o l u t i o n .  I n  t h e  
meantime, t h e  Peking l e a d e r s h i p ,  he  s t r e s s e d ,  w a s  n o t  a g a i n s t  Taiwan 
r e t a i n i n g  i t s  economic and s o c i a l  system. "China h a s  no  i n t e n t i o n  of 
b r ing ing  down Taiwan's l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d s , "  sa id  Teng on one occas ion .  

I n  an attempt t o  keep f a c e ,  China r e f u s e d  t o  place such p e a c e f u l  i n t e n -  
t i o n s  i n  w r i t i n g  i n  t h e  j o i n t  communique, lest it appear  t h a t  a f o r e i g n  
power ( t h e  U . S . )  w e r e  d i c t a t i n g  t h e  t e r m s  of what  China c o n s i d e r s  an 
' ' i n t e r n a l  d i s p u t e . "  China d i d  n o t  l i k e ,  b u t  agreed n o t  t o  c o n t e s t ,  e i ther  
t h e  one-year r e t e n t i o n  of t h e  U.S.-Taiwan defense  t r e a t y  o r  t h e  U.S. pos i -  
t i o n  t h a t  it could  con t inue  t o  sel l  Taiwan de fens ive  m i l i t a r y  equipment 
even a f t e r  January  1, 1980. 

Washington f e l t  t h a t  f o r  t h e  shor t - te rm a t  least ,  perhaps  till t h e  end of 
t h e  cen tu ry ,  heavily-armed Taiwan f aced  no immediate threat  f o r  t h r e e  
reasons: 1.) Mainland China l a c k s  t h e  o f f e n s i v e  c a p a c i t y  t o  over run  t h e  
i s l a n d  fortress 120 m i l e s  across t h e  Taiwan S t r a i g h t  i n  what would s u r e l y  
be a t e r r i b l y  c o s t l y  a s s a u l t  anyway: 2 . )  China i s  t i ed  down f a c i n g  t h e  
Soviets along t h e i r  l ong  mutual border, and 3 . )  With Pek ing ' s  new break- 
o u t  t o  Japan,  t h e  U . S .  and t h e  rest of t h e  W e s t ,  and h e r  de t e rmina t ion  t o  
modernize s w i f t l y ,  a bloody showdown w i t h  Taiwan, and r e s u l t i n g  p o s s i b l e  
estrangement f r o m  h e r  new a l l i e s ,  w a s  o u t  of t h e  q u e s t i o n .  
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Chinese p o l i t i c s  can b e  extremely v o l a t i l e  b u t  the  United States i s  gamb- 
l i n g  t h a t  t h e  "progress ive"  forces now i n  charge of Peking w i l l  cont inue  
t o  r u l e  f o r  t h e  f o r e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e .  

On China 's  p a r t ,  t he  men i n  Peking want t o  m o r e  f u l l y  t a p  t h e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  
prowess of  America i n  t h e i r  modernization d r i v e .  
along t h a t  t h i s  w a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  i t s  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  on ly  w i t h  d ip lomat i c  
r e l a t i o n s .  I t  could b e  poss ib l e  a l s o  t h a t  t h e  Chinese played a b i t  upon 
M r .  Carter 's  own f r u s t r a t i o n  i n  f o r e i g n  r e l a t i o n s  by grasp ing  t h e  o l i v e  
branch when they d id :  a f t e r  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of the  Middle E a s t  peace o f f e n s i v e ,  
t h e  P res iden t  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  eage r  t o  c l a i m  a v i c t o r y  elsewhere.  

They had been say ing  a l l  

There are two major consequences of America's new open door t o  China t h a t  
should be considered.  The f i r s t  d e a l s  w i th  the  impact upon t h e  S o v i e t  
Union, and, i n  t u r n ,  t h e  S o v i e t s '  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Europe. U P 1  r e p o r t e d  t h e  
following on December 16 :  

"Formal d ip lomat ic  r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  United States and China w i l l  make 
some Sov ie t  m i l i t a r y  leaders see Peking as a b igge r  t h r e a t ,  and may 
r e s u l t  i n  an inc reased  build-up of Russian t roops  on t h e  bo rde r  between 
t h e  two na t ions .  Some s e n i o r  American officers see t h a t  t ype  of Russian 
m i l i t a r y  d i v e r s i o n  as n o t  such a bad t h i n g  for  t h e  United States '  NATO 
a l l i a n c e .  

"While China 's  armed forces are no match f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  power o f  t h e  
Sovie t  Union, U . S .  sou rces  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  S o v i e t  t h i n k i n g  say  t h a t  makes 
l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  minds of Russian o f f i c e r s .  According t o  a s e n i o r  
U . S .  o f f i c e r  acquain ted  wi th  Sov ie t  g e n e r a l s ,  'The i r  nightmare - -  i s  a Chinese 
attack on - -  a second f r o n t  if they  become involved - -  i n  a European w a r . '  

"The Sov ie t  Union now spends an e s t ima ted  2 0  p e r c e n t  of i t s  annual  m i l i t a r y  
budget of around $140 b i l l i o n  on i t s  Far Eas t e rn  m i l i t a r y  es tab l i shment .  
While i t s  new SS-20 medium range n u c l e a r  missiles are aimed p r i m a r i l y  a t  
Europe, launch sites a l r eady  have been prepared  f a c i n g  China. More t h a n  
4 0  S o v i e t  army d i v i s i o n s  are s t a t i o n e d  a long  t h e  Sino-Soviet  f r o n t i e r .  
That compares t o  about 70 t a r g e t e d  a g a i n s t  NATO n a t i o n s .  There are o t h e r s  
deep i n s i d e  Russia t h a t  could b e  used on e i ther  f r o n t . "  

The Sov ie t  Union's paranoia  over  China has  been undoubtedly i n c r e a s e d  by 
t h e  new ven tu re  by Washington, even though t h e  U . S .  disavows the  move as 
being an t i -Sovie t .  W i l l  t h i s  i n c r e a s e  t h e  chances of a Moscow o v e r t u r e  
toward Western Europe, e s p e c i a l l y  Germany? 

Secondly -- and m o s t  impor tan t  -- t h e  remarkable breakthrough between 
Washington and Peking could very  l i k e l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  oppor tun i ty  of t h e  
f u l f i l l m e n t  of  Matthew 2 4 : 1 4 :  "And t h i s  gospe l  of t h e  kingdom s h a l l  be 
preached i n  a l l  t h e  world fo r  a w i t n e s s  unto  - a l l  n a t i o n s ;  and then  sha l l  
t h e  end come. \ 

Up u n t i l  now, one-fourth of humanity has  been e f f e c t i v e l y  blocked of from 
t h e  gospel  announcement I t  i s  C h r i s t  who sets before t h i s  Church i n  t h i s  
age "an open door." Is H e  t he  one w h o  i s  r e a l l y  behind China ' s  remarkable 
new Open Door t o  t h e  W e s t  and t h e  U . S . ?  The new y e a r  may t e l l .  

--Gene H .  Hogberg, N e w s  Bureau 


