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FROM M I N I S T E R I A L  SERVICES 

Hundreds of l e t t e r s  from members and m i n i s t e r s ,  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  g r a t i t u d e  
f o r  t h e  p o s i t i v e  d i r e c t i o n  and s t r o n g  l e a d e r s h i p  f r o m  M r .  H e r b e r t  W .  
Armstrong, have been coming i n .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  God t e n d s  t o  name 
t h i n g s  f o r  what t hey  are,  because i t  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a l e a d e r  w i t h  a s t r o n g  
- a r m ,  and dogged de te rmina t ion  to f u l f i l l  t h e  commission of  t a k i n g  t h e  Good 
N e w s  of  t h e  Kingdom of God t o  a l l  t h e  world.  

W e  a r e  a l l  encouraged t h a t  t h e  advancement of  t h e  Work, coupled w i t h  t h e  
growth i n  t h e  Church and t h e  many r e c e n t  developments on t h e  world scene ,  
p o i n t  t o  t h e  soon cu lmina t ion  o f  t h i s  age ,  and t h e  g l o r i o u s  r e t u r n  o f  J e s u  
C h r i s t  and t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of God's Government on e a r t h !  There i s  no doub 
t h a t  God i s  working powerfu l ly  w i t h  t h e  Church - now, and w e  are t h a n k f u l  
t h a t  t h e  Br ide  o f  C h r i s t  w i l l  b e  ready f o r  H i s  r e t u r n .  Each of  u s  as 
M i n i s t e r s  are  g r a t e f u l  t h a t  God h a s  a l lowed us  t o  have a p a r t  i n  making 
H i s  B r i d e  ready.  

-- 

The Pasadena Churches have made g i a n t  s t r i d e s  t h e s e  past  t w o  months. The 
s o u l  s e a r c h i n g  and p e r s o n a l  r e d e d i c a t i o n  a s  God's Church works t o  make 
i t se l f  ready ,  bo th  c o l l e c t i v e l y  and i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  is b e a r i n g  f r u i t .  The 
B i b l e  s t u d i e s  have developed renewed i n t e r e s t  and F r iday  Night  B i b l e  Study 
and Sabbath s e r v i c e  a t t e n d a n c e  have shown a marked i n c r e a s e .  The followinc_ 
i s  a l e t t e r  r e c e i v e d  t h i s  morning e x p r e s s i n g  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s t u d i e s :  

J u s t  a n o t e  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  new Fr iday  Night  
B i b l e  Study format .  W e  f i n d  your  c h o i c e  o f  s p e a k e r s  t o  b e  very  
i n t e r e s t i n 3  and m o s t  informative--RE M r .  Hogberg on Cur ren t  Events ,  
E. Pa ige  on H i s t o r y  of t h e  Assy r i an  Conquest of Israel ,  and M r .  
C h r i s  P a t t o n  on Archeology, and t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t i e - i n  w i t h  t h e i r  
e x p e r t i s e  w i t h  t h e  B i b l e .  

The Church i s  s p i r i t u a l l y  s t r o n g e r  now than  it h a s  been f o r  months. Many 
b r e t h r e n  have made a complete about - face  i n  t h e i r  l i ves  and are  determined 
t o  keep i t  t h a t  way. The o v e r a l l  e f f e c t  of r e c e n t  e v e n t s  i n  God's Church 
has  been good, s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  Body, f o r  which w e  u n i t e d l y  g i v e  thanks  
t o  God. 

I a m  a l so  happy t o  announce t h a t  M r .  Herbert Armstrong h a s  g iven  h i s  
approval  f o r  a number of  o r d i n a t i o n s ,  which w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  
f a l l  ho ly  day season .  

A s  t h e  end draws closer,  l e t ' s  s t r i v e  t o  s e r v e  God w i t h  a l l  o u r  h e a r t s .  
L e t ' s  renew o u r  e f f o r t s  i n  a l l  a r e a s ,  v igo rous ly  i n c r e a s i n g  o u r  d e d i c a t i o n  
to  t h e  c a l l i n g  God h a s  g iven  us.  R e m e m b e r  J e s u s  C h r i s t  gave a l l  f o r  us ,  
t o  t h e  p o i n t  of shedding Himself o f  H i s  g l o r y  and Godship and s u f f e r i n g  
t o t a l  h u m i l i a t i o n ,  so  t h a t  w e  might s h a r e  Godship w i t h  H i m  and t h e  F a t h e r .  
God expec t s  us t o  also s e r v e  H i m  w i t h  a l l  o u r  be ing .  A s  J e s u s  s a i d  i n  
Matthew 22:37, "Thou s h a l t  l ove  t h e  L o r d t h y  God w i t h  - a l l  t h y  h e a r t ,  and 
w i t h  a l l  t h y  s o u l ,  and w i t h  a l l  t h y  mind." L e t ' s  n o t  h o l d  back: 

- 

- 
--Joe Tkach, M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  
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EDITORIAL SERVICES UPDATE 

M r .  Armstrong h a s  j u s t  approved  t h e  cover p i c t u r e  f o r  a n  abbreviated 
e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  Autobiography.  The b o o k l e t  w i l l  c o n t a i n  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  
c h a p t e r s  and  i s  p r i m a r i l y  i n t e n d e d  f o r  o u r  young p e o p l e .  The p r o j e c t  
arose as  a r e s u l t  of M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  summer camp a t  O r r .  
W e ' l l  g e t  t h i s  t o  p r e s s  r i g h t  away. 

The l i t e r a t u r e  i n v e n t o r y  area i n f o r m s  u s  t h a t  t h e  f u l l  s i z e  U . S .  and  
B r i t a i n  i n  Prophecy  book w i l l  b e  ava i lab le  a b o u t  J a n u a r y .  O r i g i n a l l y  i t  
w a s  p l a n n e d  f o r  t h i s  month b u t  f e s t i v a l  p l a n s  and  o t h e r  p r o d u c t i o n  con- 
s i d e r a t i o n s  have  d e l a y e d  it. 

The September  PT i s  now o f f  t h e  p r e s s  and w e  are  f i n a l i z i n g  l a y o u t s  on 
s i g .  1 of t h e  combined October/November i s s u e ,  Copy f o r  p a r t  of t h e  
December i s s u e  h a s  a l s o  been  s e n t  t o  M r .  Armstrong f o r  h i s  e d i t i n g  and /o r  
a p p r o v a l .  

The October/November i s s u e  w i l l  have  Winston C h u r c h i l l  on t h e  cover t o  
i l l u s t r a t e  M r .  M c N a i r ' s  a r t i c l e  on l e a d e r s h i p .  W e  have  j u s t  r e c e i v e d  
M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  a p p r o v a l  on t h a t  t o d a y .  Some o f  you may reca l l  t h a t  t h e  
f i r s t  color c o v e r  of t h e  PT ( F e b r u a r y  ' 6 5 )  a l so  w a s  o f  Winston C h u r c h i l l .  

- -Br ian  Knowles, E d i t o r i a l  Services 

P U B L I S H I N G  SERVICES UPDATE 

T h i s  p a s t  week w e  have  been  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  o u r  v a r i o u s  b u d g e t s  f o r  1 9 8 0 .  
With i n f l a t i o n  as it i s  i n  t h e  U . S . , w e  need  a 15% i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  p u b l i s h -  
i n g  b u d g e t  j u s t  t o  hold l eve l  for t h i s  coming y e a r .  A t  t h e  moment t h i s  
t y p e  o f  i n c r e a s e  d o e s n ' t  s e e m  t o  be f o r t h c o m i n g ,  so w e  are working  on y e t  
more ways t o  make o u r  d o l l a r s  go even  f u r t h e r .  

One d r a m a t i c  i m p a c t  on o u r  cost  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  would b e  an  i n c r e a s e  i n  o u r  
PT newss tand  p e r c e n t a g e  r e s p o n s e .  I ment ioned  b e f o r e  how w i t h  a l i t t l e  
m o r e  e f f o r t  s o m e  l oca l  c h u r c h  areas have  i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e .  T h i s  
h a s  been  done by e i t h e r  chang ing  t h e  o u t l e t  u sed  o r  a v o i d i n g  w a s t e .  Some 
church  areas are v e r y  good and  have  a r e s p o n s e  t h a t  i s  d o u b l e  t o  o t h e r  
areas. An example of o n e  b a d l y  r u n  area w a s  a deacon who w a s  s t o c k i n g  
unwanted magazines  i n  h i s  garage w i t h o u t  l e t t i n g  u s  know, w h i l e  a n  area 
j u s t  40 m i l e s  away w a s  d e s p e r a t e  f o r  more magazines ,  L e t ' s  a l l  b e  v e r y  
c a r e f u l  w i t h  t h e  magazines  w e ' r e  e n t r u s t e d  w i t h .  

Another  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  way o f  s a v i n g  money once  w e  g e t  p e o p l e  on t h e  PT 
l i s t  i s  t r y i n g  h a r d  t o  k e e p  them t h e r e .  T o  t h i s  end  w e ' r e  c o n t i n u o u s l y  
r e f i n i n g  o u r  r enewa l  program and are,  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  t h e  Q u e s t  magazine 
s t a f f ,  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  program t o  e n s u r e  the  h i g h e s t  
r enewa l  r a t e  ever. 

W e  are j u s t  a b o u t  h o l d i n g  o u r  own i n  PT c i r c u l a t i o n .  Having begun t h e  
y e a r  w i t h  a t o t a l  of 6 9 4 , 0 0 0  s u b s c r i b e r s  / i n  t h e  U.S.7 a n d ,  i n  s p i t e  of 
severe c u t b a c k s  i n  newss tand  d i s t r i b u t i o n a n d  media coverage, w e  s t i l l  
have  a c i r c u l a t i o n  l e v e l  of 6 8 1 , 0 0 0 .  T h i s  is j u s t  over 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  less t h a n  
t h e  same t i m e  l a s t  y e a r  when w e  w e r e  e n j o y i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  of more e x t e n s i v e  
TV c o v e r a g e ,  TV commercials, and  a newss tand  c i r c u l a t i o n  of o n e  m i l l i o n .  

W e  have  been  ab le  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h i s  c i r c u l a t i o n  w i t h  a m a s s i v e  m a i l i n g  t o  
former subscribers, PT newspaper  i n s e r t s ,  g i f t  s u b s c r i p t i o n  e n v e l o p e s  
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bound i n t o  t h e  magazine and improvements i n  t h e  renewal program. A l l  t h i s  
has  been h e l p e d  by t h e  improved q u a l i t y  of s u b s c r i b e r s  coming i n  from M r .  
Armstrong 's  b r o a d c a s t s .  

W e  a re  hope fu l  t h a t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  o u r  f i n a n c i a l  p i c t u r e  w i l l  improve SO 
t h a t  o u r  g o a l  of 3 m i l l i o n  PT s u b s c r i b e r s  can b e  reached.  

--Roger L ippross ,  Pub l i sh ing  S e r v i c e s  Director 

- Y .  0. U. /Y .E .S. UPDATE 

Following i s  a l i s t  of meet ings f o r  Y . O . U .  and Y . E . S .  scheduled  f o r  t h e  
Feast  t h i s  y e a r .  The Y . E . S .  meet ings are f o r  a l l  m i n i s t e r s  and t h e i r  
wives ;  Y . O . U .  meet ings are f o r  a l l  Y . O . U .  c o o r d i n a t o r s  and t h e i r  wives.  
I n t e r e s t e d  m i n i s t e r s  are i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  Y . O . U .  meet ings.  W e  a r e  
looking  forward t o  s e e i n g  you a l l  a t  t h e  F e s t i v a l  t h i s  y e a r  and a n t i c i p a t e  
p roduc t ive  and i n f o r m a t i v e  meet ings.  

--Mike Blackwel l ,  A s s o c i a t e  D i r e c t o r  

BILOXI--Mike Blackwell 
Sunday, Oct, 7 
2~30-4:30 pm Y.O.U. Meeting 
Monday, Oct. 8 
2:30-4:30 pm Y.E.S. Meeting 

FRESNO--Mark Ashland 
Friday, Oct. 12 
2-4 m Y.E.S. Meeting 
4: 39-6: 30pm Y.O.U. Meeting 

NORFOLK--Mike Blackwell 
Wednesday, Oct. 10 
2-4pm Y.E.S. Meecing 
4~30-6:30 Y.O.U. Meeting 

OZARKS--Jim Thornhill 
Monday, Oct. 8 
2-4pm Y . E . S .  Meeting 
4: 30-6: 30pm Y. 0.U. Meeting 

PASADENA--Ron Dick 
Sunday, Oct 7 
2-4pm Y.E.S. Meeting 
4:30-6:30 pm Y.O.U. Meeting 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

SARATOGA SPRINGS--Mike Blackwell 
Thursday, Oct. 11 
2-4pm Y.E.S. Meeting 
4:30-6:30pm Y.O.U. Meeting 

Sunday, Oct 7 
2-4pm Y.E.S. Meeting 
4:30-6:30 pm Y.O.U. Meeting 

SAVANNAH--Mark Ashland 

SEATTLE - -Ron Dick 
Thursday, Oct. 11 
2-4pm Y.E.S. Meeting 
4:30-6:30pm Y.O.U. Meeting 

ST. PETE--Jim Thornhill 
Friday, Oct 12 
2-4pm Y.E.S. Meeting 
4:30-6:30pm Y.O.U. Meeting 

2-4 m Y.E.S. Meeting 
4 : 31-6 : 30pm Y. 0. U. Meeting 

Tuesday, Oct. 9 
2-4 prn Y.E.S. Meeting 
4~30-6:30 pm Y.O.U. Meeting 

TUCSON--Mark Ashland --Monday, Oct. 8 

WISCONSIN DELLS--Ron Dick 

I n  t h e  wake of h u r r i c a n e  "David," t h e  i s l a n d  of Dominica l i es  devas t a t ed .  
Neve r the l e s s ,  t h e  l a t e s t  news from M r .  S t a n  B a s s ,  Regional Director f o r  
t h e  Caribbean,  i s  t h a t  the 20 m e m b e r s  on t h e  i s l a n d  miraculous ly  escaped 
wi th  t h e i r  l i v e s  and t h a t  t hey  a r e  " O . K . "  However, s e v e r a l  r e p o r t e d  l o s i n g  
t h e  roofs of f  t h e i r  houses .  
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N e w s  s o u r c e s  on nea rby  i s l a n d s  s t a t e  t h a t  it i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  Dominica 
w i l l  have  no e l e c t r i c i t y ,  phone o r  r u n n i n g  w a t e r  services u n t i l  t h e  end  
of t h e  y e a r .  The banana  and  c o c o n u t  c r o p s  upon which t h e  i s l a n d  depends 
f o r  income have  been  r u i n e d  f o r  a t  l ea s t  2 y e a r s .  Gas ( p e t r o l )  s u p p l i e s  
are n e a r l y  e x h a u s t e d  and  so,  even  i f  someone c o u l d  g e t  i n t o  t h e  a i r p o r t ,  
t h e y  may n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  t r ave l  f u r t h e r  e x c e p t  on f o o t ,  and  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  
Roseau, i s  on  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  i s l a n d .  

The water  s h o r t a g e  b r i n g s  f e a r  of c h o l e r a  and t y p h o i d  b e c a u s e  o f  streams 
p o l l u t e d  w i t h  a n i m a l  carcases. M r .  Bass i s  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  a l t e r n a t i v e  
means t o  g e t  t h e r e  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  needs  of o u r  m e m b e r s .  

Please p r a y  f o r  t h e i r  s a f e t y ,  h e a l t h  and  w e l l - b e i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  i s o l a t i o n  f o r  them. P ray  a l so  f o r  o u r  t h r e e  members i n  
t h e  Dominican R e p u b l i c .  They l i v e  i n  a remote a r e a ,  w i t h o u t  phone ser- 
v i c e s ,  and  w e  have  no news of  them y e t .  I t  a p p e a r s  t o  be an  area n o t  
h a r d e s t  h i t  by t h e  h u r r i c a n e ,  so  w e  hope t h e y  have  s u r v i v e d  i n t a c t .  

- - R o d  Matthews,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O f f i c e  

"UPDATE" FLYER SETS NEW RECORD FOR THE YEAR 

Each month t h e  S u b s c r i b e r  Development s e c t i o n  o f  MPC m a i l s  o u t  a promo- 
t i o n a l  f l y e r  c a l l e d  "Update"  t o  donors  and co-workers .  "Update"  u s u a l l y  
a p p e a r s  i n  a fou r -page  format - -wi th  t w o  pages  p r o v i d i n g  news o f  M r .  
H e r b e r t  A r m s t r o n g ' s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  new developments  i n  t h e  Work, and  t w o  
p a g e s  which o f f e r  h e l p f u l  l i t e r a t u r e .  

- 

The J u l y  1 9 7 9  "Update"  s e t  a new record f o r  t h e  y e a r - - i t  drew a w e l c o m e  
1 1 . 3 %  r e s p o n s e  t o  i t s  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  "The S i x  Great  D o c t r i n e s  of  
Hebrews 6 . "  4 , 1 4 0  r e s p o n s e s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  which makes i t  t h e  h i g h e s t  
p u l l i n g  "Update"  so  f a r  t h i s  y e a r .  

The "Update"  i s  o u r  p r e s e n t  r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  "Co-Worker 
N e w s l e t t e r . "  The CW N e w s l e t t e r  f o r m a t  w a s  a b i t  more e x t e n s i v e - - a n d  a 
r e t u r n  e n v e l o p e  w a s  a lways  i n c l u d e d .  Because o f  t h e  b u d g e t a r y  c u t b a c k s  
due t o  t h e  receiver, t h e  "Update" h a s  no r e t u r n  e n v e l o p e  w i t h  it. W e  
f e e l  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  a r e t u r n  e n v e l o p e  c o u l d  r a i se  o u r  l e v e l  of r e s p o n s e  
t o  t h e  "Update"  even  h i g h e r .  B u t ,  t h e  e n v e l o p e  w i l l  have  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  
t h e  b u d g e t  p e r m i t s  i t s  u s e  a g a i n .  

- -Richard  R i c e ,  M a i l  P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

MAIL - COMMENTS 

The m a i l  comments t h i s  week are a sampl ing  o f  t h e  many l e t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  t h e  
p o s i t i v e  changes  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  i n  p e o p l e ' s  l i v e s  by t h e  C h u r c h ' s  Gospel  
message.  H e r e  i s  more l i v i n g  p roof  o u r  message o f f e r s  rea l  answers  t o  
l i f e ' s  d e e p e s t  q u e s t i o n s  and  l e a d s  t o  a change i n  a t t i t u d e ,  t h i n k i n g  and 
conduc t .  These  l e t t e r s  reveal j o y ,  l o v e ,  hope ,  h a p p i n e s s ,  f u l f i l l m e n t  and  
a deep  i n n e r  p e a c e  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  t r u t h s  and g u i d a n c e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  
ma te r i a l  t h e y  have  read. And w i t h  t h e s e  a t t r i b u t e s  comes an  a b i l i t y  t o  
face l i f e ' s  t r i a l s .  - - M a i l  P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  
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Our L i t e r a t u r e  Changes P e o p l e ' s  L i v e s  

You s i m p l y  must be made aware of my g r a t i t u d e ,  e n t h u s i a s m  and  deep  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  r e c e i v i n g  and  s t u d y i n g  t h e  marve lous  pamphle t s  and 
b o o k l e t s  you have  s e n t  m e  g r a c i o u s l y  upon my r e q u e s t .  I t  h a s  sudden- 
l y  o c c u r r e d  t o  m e  t h a t  I have  been a b l i n d e d ,  to rmented  c a p t i v e  of 
t h i s  w o r l d ' s  sa tan ic  sys t em and i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  f o r  most a l l  o f  m y  
4 1  y e a r s  h e r e  on e a r t h ,  u n t i l  I m e t  you and d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  w e a l t h  
of r e v e l a t i o n ,  j o y ,  l o v e  and i l l u m i n a t i n g  t r u t h  which s p r i n g s  f o r t h  
f r o m  t h e  B i b l e .  

- - M r s .  Buscher  ( S a n t a  B a r b a r a ,  CA) 

Thank you k i n d l y  f o r  t h e  books you have s e n t  m e .  They are making my 
l i f e  a whole l o t  h a p p i e r  and  b u i l d i n g  my f a i t h  s t r o n g e r .  I know t h e y  
must be h e l p i n g  a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  who w e r e  l o s t .  

- - Jef f  V e n t u r i n e  ( P o r t l a n d ,  OR) 

I ' v e  been  r e c e i v i n g  y o u r  l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  f o u r  y e a r s  and I 
would l i k e  t o  t e l l  you I e n j o y  r e a d i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  you w r i t e .  I t ' s  
l i k e  a l i g h t  i n  a d a r k  t u n n e l .  I s e a r c h e d  f o r  y e a r s  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  
i n f o r m a t i o n  b u t  n o t h i n g  I found w a s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  e n l i g h t e n i n g  u n t i l  
I a c c i d e n t a l l y  r a n  a c r o s s  an a d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  y o u r  l i t e r a t u r e .  I 
would n e v e r  be able t o  t e l l  you how t h a n k f u l  I a m  t o  have  d i s c o v e r e d  
you. Thank G o d  somebody h a s  t h e  r i g h t  answers .  

- - M r s .  E .  Decke r t  ( P l e a s a n t o n ,  TX) 

The re  are no  words t o  e x p r e s s  my t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  knowledge I ' v e  
r e c e i v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  b o o k l e t s  I ' v e  r e c e i v e d .  I j u s t  had t o  l e t  you 
know o f  t h e  i n n e r  j o y  t h i s  knowledge h a s  b r o u g h t  t o  me--the t r u t h  
a b o u t  God and H i s  p u r p o s e  f o r  c r e a t i n g  u s  a f t e r  H i s  "k ind . "  I t ' s  so 
v e r y  wonder fu l .  

--Minnie S .  Holder  (Brewton,  AL) 

Thank you a l l  f o r  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  I have  r e c e i v e d  from t h e  Church. 
Through t h e  b o o k l e t s  and  a r t i c l e s ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  my l i f e ,  I 
can  go  t o  t h e  B i b l e  and t e l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between r i g h t  and  wrong. 

--David Sawyer ( A s h e v i l l e ,  NC) 

I would j u s t  l i k e  t o  s a y  "Thank You" f o r  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s .  My 
e n t i r e  l i f e  h a s  changed so d r a s t i c a l l y  s i n c e  I f i r s t  came i n t o  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h i s  Work. I t h a n k  God and I t h a n k  you. 

--David E l d e r  ( V a l l e y  S t a t i o n ,  K Y )  

I have  l e a r n e d  m o r e  f rom b o t h  you and my B i b l e  i n  less t h a n  o n e  y e a r  
t h a n  I e v e r  l e a r n e d  i n  79 y e a r s , a n d  I s t a r t e d  g o i n g  t o  c h u r c h  when I 
w a s  o n l y  seven  y e a r s  o l d .  I a m  o v e r  80 y e a r s  o ld  now. 

- - E a r l  Le idy  ( N e l s o n v i l l e ,  OH) 

I have  been s t u d y i n g  t h e  B i b l e  now f o r  t w o  y e a r s  and  a s k e d  q u e s t i o n s .  
N o  one  knew t h e  answers--or s a i d  I s h o u l d n ' t  know t h e  answers!  But 
w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  y o u r  books borrowed from a f r i e n d ,  i n  j u s t  1 0  weeks 
I ' v e  l e a r n e d  more t h a n  I ' d  e v e r  hoped and a m  able t o  answer my 
q u e s t i o n s !  

- -Kathaleen L indgren  ( T o i v o l a ,  M I )  
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I c a n ' t  e x p r e s s  how g r a t e f u l ,  p e a c e f u l ,  r e l i e v e d  and  f u l l  I f e e l ,  
a n d  a l l  b e c a u s e  o f  what  r e a d i n g  I ' v e  done l a t e l y !  The b o o k l e t s  you 
s e n t  t o  m e  have  h e l p e d  m e  r ea l i ze  more d e e p l y  t h a t  God does  l o v e  
m e  and  care f o r  m e .  Your work i s  w o n d e r f u l .  I received it j u s t  
when I had  sunk t o  t he  l o w e s t  l e v e l s  of d e p r e s s i o n ,  l o n e l i n e s s  and  
comple t e  d i s i n t e r e s t  o r  a p a t h y .  

--Lou J a r a m i l l o  ( L a s  C r u c e s ,  NM) 

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

THE HEROES HAVE LEFT U S :  On September  5 ,  t h e  m o s t  e l a b o r a t e  f u n e r a l  t ook  
p l a c e  i n  London s i n c e  t h a t  of Winston C h u r c h i l l  i n  1 9 6 5 .  E a r l  Mountba t ten  
of  Burma, B r i t a i n ' s  n a v a l  h e r o  o f  World W a r  I1 and t h e  l a s t  v i c e r o y  of  
I n d i a  before i t  became i n d e p e n d e n t  i n  1 9 4 7  w a s  honored  i n  a d e e p l y  moving 
f u n e r a l  ceremony i n  W e s t m i n i s t e r  Abby. P r e s e n t  w e r e  a l l  m e m b e r s  of t h e  
Royal Family (Mountba t ten  w a s  t h e  c o u s i n  of Queen E l i z a b e t h  and t h e  u n c l e  
of  P r i n c e  P h i l l i p ) , a s  w e l l  as many r e i g n i n g  and  n o n - r e i g n i n g  r o y a l t y  of 
Europe  t o  whom he  w a s  a l s o  r e l a t e d .  

I t  w a s  a f i t t i n g  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  man who w a s  v a r i o u s l y  c a l l e d  " t h e  l a s t  
g r e a t  Engl ishman" and  " B r i t a i n ' s  l a s t  h e r o . "  P i s  t r a g i c  d e a t h  came a t  t h e  
hands  of men of f a r  lesser c h a r a c t e r ,  g u e r r i l l a s  o f  t h e  I r i s h  Repub l i can  
Army, who blew up M o u n t b a t t e n ' s  y a c h t  i n  Donegal Bay o f f  t h e  I r i s h  coast .  

I n  a n o t h e r  area o f  t h e  Commonwealth, Canada s u f f e r e d  i n  l a t e  Augus t  t h e  
loss of  John  D i e f e n b a k e r ,  i t s  1 3 t h  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  from 1957 t o  1 9 6 3 .  The 
much l o v e d ,  f l amboyan t  "Dief  t h e  C h i e f "  w a s  s t i l l  a member  of P a r l i a m e n t  
( i n  h i s  t h i r t e e n t h  t e r m )  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  d e a t h  a t  a g e  83 .  H e  w a s ,  s a i d  
M a c l e a n ' s ,  C a n a d a ' s  l e a d i n g  news magazine ,  "Canada ' s  m o s t  c o l o r f u l  pr ime 
m i n i s t e r  who remained a p o l i t i c a l  g i a n t  a n d  a c t i v e  p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n  t o  t h e  
e n d . "  On a l l  i m p o r t a n t  a f f a i r s  o f  s t a t e ,  M r .  D ie fenbake r  w a s  c o n s u l t e d  
by b o t h  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  and  t h e  news media f o r  a d v i c e .  

N o  L e a d e r s h i p  i n  A m e r i c a  

The d e a t h s  of Mountba t ten  and  D i e f e n b a k e r  come a t  a t i m e  o f  a t r u e  d e a r t h  
o f  l e a d e r s h i p  among t h e  l e a d i n g  powers o f  t h e  f r e e  w o r l d .  T i m e  magazine ,  
i n  a s p e c i a l  r e p o r t  i n  i t s  August  6 ,  1 9 7 9  i s s u e  t i t l e d  "A Cry f o r  Leader- 
s h i p , "  s a i d  t h i s :  " I t  i s  a comment on t h e  s ta te  o f  t e m p o r a l  power t h a t  
t h e  w o r l d ' s  m o s t  impressive and  n a t u r a l  l e a d e r  i s  t h e  P o l i s h  Pope."  

C e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  i s  p r e c i o u s  l i t t l e  i n  t h e  way of l e a d e r s h i p  these days  i n  
t h e  f r e e  w o r l d ' s  b i g g e s t  power,  t h e  U n i t e d  States .  No th ing  e x e m p l i f i e s  
t h i s  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  n a t i o n w i d e  "ene rgy"  a d d r e s s  d e l i v e r e d  by P r e s i d e n t  
Carter  ear l ie r  t h i s  summer. A t  t h e  end  o f  it M r .  C a r t e r  a p p e a l e d  t o  
Americans,  o n e  and  a l l ,  t o  " h e l p "  him l e a d  t h e  n a t i o n  t h r o u g h  what  h e  
te rmed i t s  c r i s i s  of c o n f i d e n c e .  Eugene Kennedy, w r i t i n g  i n  t h e  N e w  York 
magazine of Augus t  5 q u i c k l y  took  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  t o  t a s k  f o r  h i s  remark ,  
s a y i n g ,  "Americans do n o t  want  t h e  burden  o f  l e a d i n g  t h e i r  l e a d e r . "  

O f . c o u r s e ,  M r .  Carter i s  now f a c i n g  h i s  b i g g e s t  tes t  of a l l - - w i l l  h e  demand 
t h a t  t h e  R u s s i a n s  take t h e i r  newly d i s c o v e r e d  combat d i v i s i o n  o u t  of C u b a ?  
One wonders.  M r .  C a r t e r ' s  f i r s t  p u b l i c  u t t e r a n c e  on t h e  cr is is  w a s  t o  
counsel t h e  American p e o p l e  t o  remain " c a l m . "  
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God, through the p rophe t  I s a i a h ,  p rophes ied  of o u r  end-time lo s s  of l e a d e r -  
s h i p  and g r e a t  men: "For ,behold ,  t h e  Lord, t h e  Lord of h o s t s ,  i s  t a k i n g  
away from Je rusa l em and from J u d a h . . . t h e  mighty man and s o l d i e r ,  t h e  judge 
and t h e  p rophe t ,  t h e  d i v i n e r  and t h e  e l d e r ,  t h e  c a p t a i n  of f i f t y  and t h e  
man o f  rank ,  t h e  c o u n s e l o r . . .  ." ( I sa .  3:1-3,RSV). I n s t e a d  of Provid ing  i n -  
s p i r i n g  l e a d e r s ,  men of  age and wisdom, G o d  s a i d  f u r t h e r :  "And I w i l l  make 
boys t h e i r  p r i n c e s ,  and babes s h a l l  r u l e  ove r  them ... t h e  youth  w i l l  be  
i n s o l e n t  t o  t h e  e l d e r ,  and t h e  b a s e  f e l l o w  t o  t h e  honorable  ( v e r s e s  4 & 5 ) .  

On t h a t  l a s t  p o i n t ,  i s  it n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h e  second m o s t  pwerful  
p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S ta t e s ,  P r e s i d e n t  Ca r t e r ' s  Ch ie f -o f -S ta f f ,  
Hamilton Jordon,  h a s  been embroi led i n  a c o n t i n u a l  round of a f t e r - h o u r s  
a f f a i r s  t h a t  h a s  p u b l i c l y  embarrassed t h e  White House? 

Continuing i n  v e r s e  1 2  
women r u l e  over them." 
a b l e  M E r m h a t c h e r  

: "My people- -ch i ldren  a r e  t h e i r  o p p r e s s o r s ,  and 

, i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  of h e r  s o v e r e i g n ,  Queen E l i z a b e t h  11. 
B r i t a i n  now h a s  a woman P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  t h e  very 

And i n  t h e  United States ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  w i f e ,  F i r s t  Lady Roslynn C a r t e r  
w ie lds  such  power behind  t h e  scenes  t h a t  TIME magazine c a l i e d  h e r ,  i n  a 
r e c e n t  a r t i c l e ,  " M r s .  P r e s i d e n t . "  

N o .  Heroes Being Produced 

God h a s  taken  away t h e  g r e a t  l e a d e r s  f r o m  o u r  n a t i o n s .  Most of t h e  
"mighty" of World W a r  I1 and t h e  immediate post-war y e a r s  have now 
d ied .  What i s  e q u a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i s  t h a t  ou r  societ ies ,  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
d ivorced  f r o m  godly p r i n c i p l e s  and p l a i n  common s e n s e ,  have n o t  regen- 
e r a t e d  any towering ind iv idua ls - -any  heroes- - to  t a k e  t h e i r  p l a c e .  I n  t h e  
November, 1978 i s s u e  o f  H a r p e r ' s  magazine, a u t h o r  Henry F a i r l i e ,  i n  a 
remarkable a r t ic le  t i t l e d  "TOO Rich F o r  Heroes,  wrote t h i s :  

" W e  do n o t  have he roes  any l o n g e r ,  sr perhaps  it is  more a c c u r a t e  t o  s a y ,  
w e  do n o t  make he roes  anymore. T h e r e  a r e  some who do n o t  mind t h i s ,  and 
even t h i n k  w e  may b e  safer wi thou t  he roes .  But even they  acknowledge t h a t  
t h e  absence of he roes  - - - - -  i s  a mark of o u r  age, t e l l i n g  u s  something about  t h e  
k i n d  o f  p e o p l e  w e  are.. . "A s o c i e t y  t h a t  h a s  no he roes  w i l l  soon grow 
en feeb led .  I t s  purposes  w i l l  be  less e l e v a t e d :  i t s  a s p i r a t i o n s  less 
cha l l eng ing ;  i t s  endeavors  less s t r enuous .  I t s  i n d i v i d u a l  members w i l l  
also be  en feeb led .  They w i l l  'hang loose' and ' l a y  back'  and be  so 
'mellowed o u t , '  t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  of which they  wish t o  h e a r  i s  heroism. 
They do n o t  want t o  be t o l d  of men and women whose example might d i s t u r b  
them, c a l l i n g  them t o  e f f o r t  and duty and s a c r i f i c e  o r  even t h e  chance 

---- 

of  g l o r y .  

F a i r l i e  w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  c r i t i c a l  of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of psychology t o  
h i s t o r i c a l  research--"psycho-his tory" he  c a l l s  i t - - and  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  c u t  
t h e  g r e a t  peop le  of t h e  p a s t  down t o  s i z e ,  t o  emphasize t h e i r  " w a r t s "  and 
reduce t h e i r  accomplishments. "A n a t i o n  t h a t  t h i n k s  u n h i s t o r i c a l l y  of 
i t s e l f  i s  i n  present p e r i l , "  s a i d  F a i r l i e .  "That  w e  no l o n g e r  f i n d  he roes  
among o u r  own p o l i t i c i a n s  or  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  t h a t  w e  do n o t  look up t o  
he roes  i n  o u r  r e l i g i o n s :  a l l  t h i s  i s  o u r  r i g h t  i f  i t  i s  o u r  i n c l i n a t i o n .  
But w e  have a l so  t a k e n  t h e  h e r o  o u t  o f  h i s t o r y ,  unable  t o  acknowledge him 
where h e  once w a s . . . . "  

Such a "demythologizing" of t h e  g r e a t s  of t h e  p a s t ,  s a i d  Fa i r l i e ,  could  
on ly  have t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  " g r o s s l y  d i s t o r t e d  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  of t o d a y , "  
where people  are now " incapab le  of imagining t h e  s e l f l e s s l y  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  
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h e r o . "  Ours  i s  t h e  age of t h e  " M e  G e n e r a t i o n , "  w i t h  t h e  emphas is  on  "se l f -  - 
improvement ,"  " s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n , "  " s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n .  'I mst p e o p l e  d o n ' t  
even  know t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  s a c r i f i c e  o n e ' s  own d e s i r e s  and  needs--  
and o n e ' s  l i f e - - f o r  a h i g h e r  cause !  

On t h i s  p o i n t  Pete Axthelm, w r i t i n g  i n  t h e  August 6 Newsweek ( a r t i c l e :  
"Where Have A l l  The Heroes Gone?") wondered how many p e o p l e  t o d a y  would 
have  done what  J a m e s  B u t l e r  Bonham d i d  i n  1 8 3 6 .  Bonham w a s  s e n t  by t h e  
d e f e n d e r s  o f  t h e  A l a m o  i n  San Antonio  t o  s e e k  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  9 5  m i l e s  away. 
Informed no t r o o p s  c o u l d  be s p a r e d ,  h e  t u r n e d  a round  and f o u g h t  h i s  way 
back  t h r o u g h  t h e  b e s e i g i n g  Mexican army t o  r e j o i n  h i s  A l a m o  comrades i n  
t h e i r  f i g h t  t o  a c e r t a i n  d e a t h .  

P e r h a p s  modern a n a l y s t s ,  Axthelm s a i d ,  would speak  o f  Bonham's " o b s e s s i o n  
w i t h  d e a t h "  o r  t h a t  h e  had  " s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  t e n d e n c i e s . "  They migh t  muse 
on what  t h e y  c a l l  t h e  " m a l e  bonding"  r e l a t i o n s h i p  ( w i t h  vague h i n t s  of 
h o m o s e x u a l i t y )  which s u p p o s e d l y  h e l d  t h e  d e f e n d e r s  o f  t h e  A1am.o t o g e t h e r !  
"God save us f rom a n a l y s t s "  s a i d  Axthelm, " t h e  h o o f b e a t s  of Bonham's r i d e  
e x p r e s s  i t  much b e t t e r . "  

A s  a r e s u l t  l a r g e l y  o f  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n i n g  ( p l u s  l a c k  of r e s p e c t  f o r  a u t h o r -  
i t y  i n  g e n e r a l ,  compounded by t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  W a t e r g a t e  and  Vietnam, t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p o s s e s s e s  a c u l t u r e , s a i d  F a i r l i e , t h a t  ' ' c anno t  g r a s p  t h e  i d e a  
of a h e r o . "  Concluded t h i s  n o t e d  a u t h o r :  " W e  u s e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  o u r  
c i v i l i z a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  g u a r d e d ,  and  even  t h a t  a t  t i m e s  i t  s h o u l d  advance ,  
SO t h a t  o u r  s o l d i e r s  w e r e  h e r o e s  b u t  now w e  t h i n k  o f  o u r  g e n e r a l s  o n l y  a s  
s t u p i d  a n d  k n a v i s h  and  war-hungry . . . . I '  A m e r i c a  -- i s  t h e  f i r s t  c o u n t r y  -- of t h e  
W e s t  whose h i g h  c u l t u r e  does  n o t  now know how t o  b e  p a t r i o t i c ,  t h a t  does  
n o t  s e e m  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  p a t r i o t i s m  i s  o n e  of  t h e  d e e p s t  e x p r e s s i o n s  of 
t h e  human need  f o r  community, f o r  which t h e r e  i s  no s u b s t i t u t e  i n  t h e  
absence  of a u n i v e r s a l  c h u r c h  o r  g r e a t  w o r l d  empi re  . . . . I '  
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