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G r e e t i n g s ,  M i n i s t e r s  and Wives: 

l e a v i n g  f o r  t h e  F e a s t .  

y e a r s .  A l ready  God h a s  s t a r t e d  t o  make  t h i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n  o u r  t i m e .  
Normally w e  have  had t o  borrow one  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  J u n e  o r  J u l y ,  t o  be  
p a i d  back  o u t  of t h e  Holy Day o f f e r i n g s  a t  t h e  F e a s t .  W e  a l s o  c u s t o m a r i l y  
had t o  borrow a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  J a n u a r y  and pay i t  back  a f t e r  P a s s o v e r  
t i m e  Holy Day o f f e r i n g s .  THIS YEAR, I N  SPITE O F  THE MASSIVE ATTACK BY THE 
STATE O F  C A L I F O R N I A ,  WE HAVE NOT HAD TO BORROW AT EITHER TIME! I n  s p i t e  
of  t r o u b l e s ,  and  Garne r  Ted Armstrong t r y i n g  t o  draw away o u r  m e m b e r s  a f t e r  
him, GOD HAS RICHLY BLESSED HIS WORK T H I S  YEAR! How THANKFUL w e  s h o u l d  be!  

T h i s  w i l l  b e  t h e  l a s t  P a s t o r  G e n e r a l ' s  R e p o r t  you w i l l  r e c e i v e  b e f o r e  

I hope w e  may a l l  do o u r  b e s t  t o  make t h i s  t h e  GREATEST f e a s t  i n  1 9 0 0  

C e r t a i n l y  God h a s  i n t e r v e n e d  t o  g i v e  us  a t r u l y  g r e a t  s end-o f f  f o r  
t h i s  y e a r ' s  F e s t i v a l !  Now i t s  up t o  us  t o  l e t  t h i s  g r e a t  b l e s s i n g  of  H i s  
i n s p i r e  us  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  p i t c h  of  e n t h u s i a s m  t o  make t h i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
F e a s t  of our t ime--and,  so f a r  as I know, t h i s  F e s t i v a l  had n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  
t o  o u r  t i m e  been h e l d  a t  a l l  f o r  c e n t u r i e s - - p e r h a p s  f o r  a b o u t  1 9 0 0  y e a r s !  

noon  s e r v i c e  h e r e  a t  o u r  home i n  Tucson. The Tucson Church h e l d  t h e  u s u a l  
morning and  a f t e r n o o n  services, b u t  f o r  t h e  a f t s r n o o n  service h e r e  a t  o u r  
home, my w i f e ' s  mo the r ,  Rona ' s  mother ,  M e 1  and h i s  f a m i l y ,  M r .  Tkach and 
Kevin Dean and  Henry Cornwal l  a t t e n d e d .  My w i f e ' s  m o t h e r ' s  dog ,  Suzy ,  came 
also. And when w e  a l l  s t o o d  up f o r  p r a y e r  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  Suzy s t o o d  up 
a l s o ,  s t a n d i n g  on h e r  h i n d  f e e t ,  b r a c i n g  h e r s e l f  w i t h  h e r  f r o n t  paws 
a g a i n s t  my l e g s .  

R e m e m b e r ,  f e l l o w s - - t h o s e  of you who w i l l  b e  s p e a k i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  F e a s t  
--God h a s  o r d a i n e d  t h e s e  a n n u a l  F e s t i v a l s  t o  R E M I N D  U S  e v e r y  y e a r  o f  t h e  
x 'ar ious s t a g e s  i n  H i s  Master P l a n  f o r  o u r  s p i r i t u a l  c r e a t i o n .  BE SURE AND 
PREACH ON THE M E A N I N G  O F  THIS FESTIVAL! 

On t h e  F e a s t  of Trumpets ,  j u s t  day b e f o r e  y e s t e r d a y ,  I h e l d  an a f t e r -  

P r a y ,  and FAST AND P R A Y ,  between now and t h e  F e a s t ,  f o r  C h r i s t ' s  
f L r t h e r  b l e s s i n g s ,  and  t h a t  H e  w i l l  i n s p i r e  u s  a l l - - b o t h  m i n i s t e r s  and lay 
;nepbers--to make t h i s  t h e  m o s t  i n s p i r i n g  F e s t i v a l  of o u r  l i v e s !  

L a s t  y e a r  t h e  s p e c i a l  F e s t i v a l  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  book,  "The I N C R E D I B L E  
HL!:.mN FOTENTIAL,"  w a s  r eady  and g i v e n  o u t  t o  members. T h i s  y e a r  t h e  book, 
"TOMORROW--What I t  W i l l  be L i k e , "  i s  r eady  and one w i l l  be g i v e n  t o  e a c h  
f a m i l y .  T h i s  book i s  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  v e r y  e v e n t  t h i s  F e s t i v a l  p o r t r a y s .  
Some of  you who w i l l  b e  s p e a k i n g  a t  one  o r  more o f  t h e  F e s t i v a l  s i tes may 
f i n d  some i n s p i r i n g  sermon mater ia l  a b o u t  t he  coming mi l l enn ium i n  t h i s  
book. 

b l e s s e d  us  t h i s  y e a r .  
L e t  u s  all p r a i s e  and thank  G o d  f o r  t h e  special way i n  which H e  has 
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- FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

The c o u n t  f o r  t h e  Holy Day o f f e r i n g  i s  n o t  y e t  c o m p l e t e  a n d  w i l l  n o t  be 
f o r  a n o t h e r  day o r  t w o .  However, w i t h  2 9 3  C h u r c h e s ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  so  f a r  
a re  v e r y  e n c o u r a g i n g .  To d a t e  t h e  O f f e r i n g  h a s  almost d u p l i c a t e d  l a s t  
y e a r ' s  o f f e r i n g .  Howeverl  w i t h  4 2  C h u r c h e s  y e t  t o  c a l l  i n  t h i s  y e a r ' s  
T rumpe t s  o f f e r i n g ,  it c o u l d  w 2 1 1 b e  t h e  h i g h e s t  e v e r  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of 
t h e  Work of  God. 

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  God i s  b l e s s i n g  H i s  Church  g r e a t l y ,  now t h a t  i t  i s  on t h e  
t r a c k  a g a i n .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  a n  a p o s t l e  i s  o n e  -____ s e n t  f o r t h  
b e a r i n g  a u t h o r i t y ,  a n d  now t h a t  Y r .  Arms t rong  i s  ____ u s i n q  t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
se t  t h e  Church  a r i g h t  a n d  make i t r e a d y  f o r  C h r i s t ' s  r e t u r n ,  s t r i v i n g  t o  
remove e v e r y  spo t  and  b l e m i s h  a n d  i r o n  o u t  e v e r y  w r i n k l e ,  God i s  o p e n i n g  
d o o r s  a n d  p o u r i n g  o u t  H i s  b l e s s i n g s  more t h a n  ever b e f o r e .  L e t ' s  a l l  
r e a l i z e  how v e r y  s o o n  C h r i s t ' s  r e t u r n  i s  and  t h a t  God i s  e v e n  now s e t t i n g  
t h e  s tage  f o r  t h e  e x c i t i n g  ro le  H i s  Church  w i l l  p l a y  i n  t h e  even t s  l e a d i n g  
up t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  a g e .  

- ~ _ _ _  

R e m e m b e r ,  you  c a n n o t  j u s t  "have"  a Grea t  Feast. You must  "make" i t  a 
G r e a t  F e a s t .  A s  m i n i s t e r s  w e  mus t  -- n o t  n e g l e c t  p r a y e r  a n d  B i b l e  s t u d y  d u r -  
i n y  t h e  F e s t i v a l .  Our  rninds mus t  c o n t i n u a l l y  be o n  t h e  a l l - i m p o r t a n t  p u r -  
p o s e  o f  t h i s  F e s t i v a l ,  wh ich  r e m i n d s  u s  of "Tomorrow--What I t  W i l l  B e  - 
L i k e . "  L e t ' s  make it a p o i n t  t o  m e e t  many b r e t h r e n , ,  t a l k  w i t h  t hem,  en-  
c o u r a g e  a l l  o f  them a b o u t  t h e  g r o w t h  i n  God's Church  s i n c e  M r .  Arms t rong  
h a s  t a k e n  f u l l  c o n t r o l  a g a i n .  L e t ' s  make t h i s  t h e  best  F e a s t  ever!  

--Joe Tkach ,  F l i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

SPOKESLYAN ' S CLUB INFORMATION - 

F o r  t h o s e  o f  you  who may b e  r e q u e s t i n g  Spokesman ' s  Club Manuals  i n  t h e  
n e x t  few weeks ,  w e  wan t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  manual  i s  b e i n g  rev ised  
s l i g h t l y  and w e  are  e x p e c t i n g  d e l i v e r y  of  t h e  new manuals  a r o u n d  t h e  e n d  
05 November. W e  are s o r r y  f o r  t h e  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  t h i s  may c a u s e  some of 
y o z ,  arid a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  p a t i e n c e .  

One change  w e  a re  i n s t i t u t i n g  c o n c e r n s  t h e  C e r t i f i c a t e s  of M e r i t  t h a t  are  
31-ren  t o  t h e  men who c o m p l e t e  t h e  t w e l v e  s p e e c h  l e s s o n s .  From now o n ,  t h e  
b l a n k  c e r t i f i c a t e s  a n d  t h e  f o l d e r s  t o  f r ame  them w i l l  be s e n t  o u t  a s  a 
s ~ p p l ; :  i t e m .  The l o c a l  c l u b  w i l l  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h a v i n g  t h e  names o f  
the men and t h e  c l u b  p r i n t e d  on t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  l o c a l l y .  Depending  on  t h e  
r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  c l u b ,  t h e y  c a n  h a v e  t h e  n e e d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
e i t h e r  p r i n t e d ,  t y p e d  o r  h a n d w r i t t e n  ( a s  l o n g  as  t h e  h a n d w r i t i n g  i s  of a n  
a p p r o p r i a t e l y  formal  s t y l e - - a s  i n  c a l l i g r a p h y ) .  

S u p p l i e s  o f  t h e  b l a n k  ce r t i f i ca t e s  w i l l  be s e n t  t o  a l l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
o f f i c e s  so  t h a t  c l u b s  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of t h e  w o r l d  c a n  s e n d  t h e i r  re- 
q u e s t s  t o  t h e i r  r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e .  

- - Joe  Tkach ,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

C[JLjf\TE ON MOST !?ECENT COURT HEARING 

F r i d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 1 ,  over  1 0 0 0  members w e n t  t o  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  i n  downtown 
L o s  A n g e l e s  t o  show o n c e  a g a i n  t h a t  t h e y  d i s a p p r o v e  of t h e  s t a t e ' s  on- 
s l a u g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  Worldwide Church  o f  G o d .  Some car r ied  n e a t l y  p a i n t e d  
s i g n s  o u t s i d e  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  stood q u i e t l y  i n  t h e  h a l l  just 

- _ _ ~ - - _ _ _ _ _ -  
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o u t s i d e  t h e  cour t room,  o r  s a t  i n s i d e  d u r i n g  t h e  C h u r c h ' s  h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  
Judge  Thomas T .  Johnson.  " B u t , "  a s  a Los Angeles  T i m e s  r e p o r t e r  o b s e r v e d ,  
" t h e r e  w e r e  no d i s t u r b a n c e s .  

God ' s  p e o p l e  conduc ted  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  a n  exemplary  manner showing t h a t  t h e y  
a r e  s i n c e r e ,  l aw-ab id ing  and p e a c e f u l  p e o p l e .  And, by t h e i r  v e r y  p r e s e n c e ,  
showed t h e i r  who le -hea r t ed  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  Church and  i t s  l e a d e r s h i p .  By 
g e n e r a t i n g  media c o v e r a g e  (on  r a d i o ,  TV and  i n  newspapers )  t h e  crowd drew 
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  a d i s i n t e r e s t e d  p u b l i c  which i s  l a r g e l y  unaware t h a t  i t s  
own r e l i g i o u s  f reedom i s  b e i n g  e r o d e d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  by what i s  happen ing  
t o  God 's  Church.  The m e m b e r s  t h e r e  w e r e ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  conce rned  p e o p l e  
" l o o k i n g  o v e r  t h e  s h o u l d e r  of t h e  judge"  as h e  d e c i d e s  i n  t h e s e  i m p o r t a n t  
ma t t e r s .  

The i s s u e s  d i s c u s s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l e n g t h y  c o u r t  h e a r i n g  i n v o l v e d  t h e  s e t t i n g  
of  a d a t e  f o r  a d e p o s i t i o n  of M r .  Rader i n  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e .  
( T h i s  d e p o s i t i o n  would b e  a c o u r t - c o m p e l l e d  s e s s i o n  where t h e  s t a t e  would 
g r i l l  him r e g a r d i n g  church  ma t t e r s . )  The a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  a l s o  wanted  t h e  
judge  t o  o r d e r  M r .  Rader and M r .  Henry Cornwa l l  ( a n  a s s i s t a n t  t o  M r .  
H e r b e r t  Arr rs t rong)  t o  hand o v e r  v a r i o u s  documents t o  t h e  s t a t e - - p a p e r s  
which t h e  C h u r c h ' s  a t t o r n e y s  fee l  a re  p r o t e c t e d  by t h e  f i r s t  amendment 
o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  and s h o u l d  NOT b e  s u r r e n d e r e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  c o u r t  
had. t o  d e c i d e  whe the r  t o  end  t h e  ban i t  had imposed a g a i n s t  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  
o b t a i n i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  from t h e  s t a t e  a b o u t  t h e  o u t r a g e o u s  f a l s e  c h a r g e s  
b r o u g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  Worldwide Church o f  God n i n e  months ago .  

The p r o c e s s  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  a l a w s u i t  i s  c a l l e d  ' ' d i s c o v e r y . ' '  
The c o u r t  h a s  o r d e r e d  t h e  c h u r c h ,  M r .  Rader ,  M r .  Armstrong and  t h e  o t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l  c h u r c h  o f f i c i a l s  who are d e f e n d a n t s  t o  comply w i t h  t h e  s t a t e ' s  
" d i s c o v e r y "  by g i v i n g  t h e  s t a t e  a l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i t  i s  demanding a b o u t  
c h u r c h  mat ters .  A t  t h e  same t i m e  t h e  c o u r t  h a s  p r o h i b i t e d  t h e  church  from 
u s i n g  t h e  same " d i s c o v e r y "  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  from t h e  s t a t e  
r e g a r d i n g  any " f a c t s "  on  which t h e  s t a t e  h a s  b a s e d  i t s  c h a r g e s .  Neve r the -  
less ,  t h e  judge  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  ban o n  d i s c o v e r y  by t h e  Church u n t i l  November 
2 6 ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  Church had f a i l e d  t o  g i v e  documents t o  t h e  a t t o r n e y  
g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  up t o  t h e  p r e s e n t .  T o t a l l y  i g n o r e d  h e r e  i s  t h e  paramount  
q u e s t i o n  of  whe the r  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  t h e  l a w f u l  r i g h t  t o  be  i n t r u d i n g  i n t o  
Church f i n a n c i a l  documents and  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e !  

-- 

Concern ing  M r .  R a d e r ' s  d e p o s i t i o n ,  Judge  Johnson accommodated M r .  R a d e r ' s  
s c h e d u l e  and  t h e  Work o f  t h e  Church by s e t t i n g  t h e  d a t e  d u r i n g  t h e  week 
t h a t  M r .  Rader w i l l  be i n  Los Angeles  a f t e r  t h e  Feas t  o f  T a b e r n a c l e s ,  and 
p r i o r  t o  h i s  t r i p  t o  China  w i t h  M r .  H e r b e r t  Armstrong.  Dur ing  t h i s  d i s -  
c u s s i o n  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  had  u r g e d  t h e  judge  t o  o r d e r  M r .  Rader  t o  q i v e  
h i s  d e p o s i t i o n  s o o n e r .  T h i s  would have i n t e r r u p t e d  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  p r e -  
p a r a t i o n s  w i t h  M r .  Armstrong j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  F e a s t  o f  T a b e r n a c l e s ,  t h u s  
showing t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ' s  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  o b s e r v a n c e s  and  b e l i e f s  
of t h i s  c h u r c h .  

Da tes  w e r e  a l s o  s e t  f o r  documents f r o m  M r .  Rader and  M r .  Cornwal l  t o  b e  
d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l - - w i t h i n  30 and 4 5  d a y s .  Church A t t o r n e y  
A l l a n  Browne t o l d  t h e  b r e t h r e n  a f t e r  t h e  h e a r i n g  t h a t  t h e  f o r b i d d i n g  o f  
o c r  a c q u i r i n g  a b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  
t h e  Church,  and  t h e  o r d e r  t o  g i v e  e x t e n s i v e  Church i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  
s t a t e  " p u t s  u s  i n  a s t r a i t j a c k e t  on  t h e  one  hand,  b u t  on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  
t h e  c o u r t  i s  s a y i n g  'We're g o i n g  t o  p u t  you i n  t h e  box ing  r i n g  and  g i v e  
t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  some g l o v e s  and t e l l  him t o  go t o  work! ' I '  



PASTOR GENERAL’S REPORT, S e p t e m b e r  2 5 ,  1 9 7 9  Page  4 

y r .  Brown w e n t  o n  t o  s a y  t h a t  h e  f e l t  t h e  C o u r t ’ s  a c t i o n  w a s  i n  error  a s  a 
x a t t e r  o f  l a w  a n d  c o n t r a r y  t o  o u r  j u d i c i a l  p r o c e s s .  H e  a n d  o u r  o t h e r  
a t t o r n e y s  a r e  a d v i s i n g  M r .  Rader ,  M r .  C o r n w a l l ,  a n d  t h e  Church  t o  n o t  
p r o d u c e  any  documents  o r  a p p e a r  f o r  any  d e p o s i t i o n s  u n t i l  w e  a re  t o l d  by  
t h e  h i g h e s t  c o u r t  i n  t h e  l a n d  t h a t ,  - i n  e f f e c t ,  w e  no  l o n g e r  h a v e  any f i r s t  
amendment r i g h t  t o  t h e  f r e e  e x e r c i s e  o f  o u r  r e l i g i o n .  

I n  t h e  mean t ime ,  Mr. Browne s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Churi-Jh w i l l  be a p p e a l i n g  t h e s e  
d e c i s i o n s  t o  h i g h e r  c o u r t s .  H e  z d d e d  t h a t  in l i g h - t  o f  many r e c e n t  c o u r t  
d e c i s i o n s  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  h e  i s  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  a c t i o n s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  Church  by t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  w i l l  be p r o v e n  wrong 
a n d  i l l e g a l .  

r “3GNDATIOX ESTABLISHING CULT’V’RIIL TIES W I T H  C H I N A  
_. 

The S e p t e m b e r  2 0 ,  1 9 7 9  F a s a d e n a  Star-News r a n  t h e  e s s e n c e  of a news 
re lease r e p o r t i n g  r e c e n t  p r o g r e s s  ir, e s t a b l i s h i n g  c u l t u r a l  t i e s  be tween  
t h e  Ambassador I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C u l - t u r a l  F o u n d a t i o n  a n d  The P e o p l e ’ s  R e p u b l i c  
of C h i n a .  The Star-News has g r a n t e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  r e p r o d u c e  t h e  a r t i c l e  
f o r  y o u r  i n t e r e s t .  

Am bassador Qbuitdation 
presented concert in China 

The Ambassador International Cul- 
tural Foundation. an agency of the 
Worldwide Church of God, presented 
a concert in Peking to launch its ac- 
tivities in the People’s Republic of 
China. according to Stanley R. Rader, 
executive vice president of the foun- 
dation. 

Kadar. who has been on an exten- 
sive visit to China as lecturer and 
guest oi the Chinese govepnmtd, also 
lectured at the University of Peking 

during his visit. The first event was a 
concert by. 130 leading Chinese danc- 
ers. actors, singers and musicians a t  
the the National Palace Theater a t  
the University of Peking. 

“This concert realizes and initiates 
an ambitious program of ar t is t ic  
cooperation between the Ambassador 
Foundation and the People’s Republic 
of China and is the first of many cul- 
tural events which a re  now in the 
planning stages.” Rader said. 

As Yr. A r n s t r o n g  m e n t i o n e d  i n  h i s  r e c e n t  l e t t e r ,  b o t h  Savannah dnd Biloxi 
s u r v i v e d  t h e  r e c e n t  h o l o c a u s t  of h u r r i c a n e s  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  A t l a n t i c  
a n d  Gu l f  Coast areas .  I f  t h e s e  s t o r m s ,  w i t h  w i n d s  up t o  150 m i l e s  an  
h o u r ,  h a d  h i t  o u r  F e s t i v a l  s i t e s  w i t h  a l l  t h e i r  f u r y ,  i t ’ s  d o u b t f u l  w e  
would have  b e e n  a b l e  t o  h o l d  t h e  F e s t i v a l  i n  e i t h e r  of t h o s e  areas  t h i s  
y e a r .  T h a n k f u l l y ,  God s p a r e d  o u r  F e s t i v a l  c i t i e s  f rom s e r i o u s  damage. 

Ho-detrer, t h e  H i l t o n  Ho te l  i n  E i l o x i  i s  a n  example  i n  s t a r k  c o n t r a s t  t o  
t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  w e  received.  T h i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  i s  ocr  f i r s t  y e a r  i n  Biloxi. 
D u r i n c  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  a t  any  s i t e  t h e r e  i s  u s u a l l y  a m o t e l  o r  t w o  which  w i l l  
n o t  comrnit t h e i r  rooms t o  u s .  Not  h a v i n g  h a d  any e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  u s ,  t h e y  
are  r e l u c t a n t  t o  s e t  a s i d e  t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  a f u l l  8 t o  1 0  day  p e r i o d .  

:Is i t  tur!ied i ? ’ c : t ,  the b i i l t o n  i io te l  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  r e n t  u s  a s i n g l e  rocn Ir. 
i t s  beautiful n e w  f a c i l i t y .  H u r r i c a n e  F r e d e r i c  i t s e l f  did n o t  h i t  B i i 9 i l i  

__ 
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d i r e c t l y ,  b u t  o n e  of t h e  t o r n a d o s  i t  spawned d i d !  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  e n o u g h ,  
t h e  o n l y  h o t e l / m o t e l  t h a t  w a s  damage2 b y  t h i s  t o r n a d o  w a s  t h e  H i l t o n .  The 
t o r n a d o  s w e p t  t h r o u g h  t o w n ,  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  H i l t o n  a n d  __- l e f t  __ t h e  r e s t  of - c- t h e  
c i t y  i n t a c t  f o r  t h e  F e s t i v a l .  P e r h a p s  t h e  H i l t o n  s h o u l d  h a v e  m a d e  i t s  
f a c i l i t i e s  ava i l ab le  t o  t h e  Church  f o r  t h e  F e s t i v a l !  

-- 

B i l o x i  R e s e r v a t i o n  C h a n s e s  

A s  soon as t h e  F e s t i v a l  O f f i c e  h a d  c o n f i r m e d  which  motels w e r e  l o s t  t o  
H u r r i c a n e  F r e d e r i c ,  a p o s t  c a r d  w a s  m a i l e d  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h o s e  
f a c i l i t i e s  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  -- and a s s u r i n g  them t h a t  t h e y  would  
r e c e i v e  r e - a s s i g n m e n t  c o n f i r m a t i o n s  a s  s o o n  as p o s s i b l e .  

By Tuesday  (9/18), A1 G a r r e t t ,  B i l o x i  Hous ing  O f f i c e r ,  h a d  f i n i s h e d  re- 
a s s i g n i n g  t h e  5 3 7  p e o p l e  who h a d  been  d i s p l a c e d  by t h e  h u r r i c a n e  damage 
i n  t h e  P a s c a g o u l a - B i l o x i  a r e a .  Tuesday  n i g h t ,  new c o n f i r m a t i o n s  w e r e  
p r i n t e d  and  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day  t h e y  were m a i l e d .  A l l o w i n g  3 t o  5 d a y s  f o r  
d e l i v e r y ,  t h e  p e o p l e  whose r e s e r v a t i o n s  w e r e  a f f e c t e d  s h o u l d  h a v e  received 
t h e i r  - -  new a s s i g n m e n t s  by  Monday o r  Tuesday  ( 9 / 2 4 - 2 5 )  of t h i s  week. 

F o r  t h o s e  few who have n o t  r e c e i v e d  a new c o n f i r m a t i o n  ( d u e  t o  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  
i n  m a i l  d e l i v e r y ,  e t c . )  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  f o r  t h e  F e s t i v a l  s h o u l d ,  upon t h e i r  
a r r i v a l  i n  B i l o x i ,  v i s i t  t h e  Hous ing  O f f i c e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Co l i seum.  T h e i r  
room r e s e r v a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  them t h e r e  a s  w e l l .  

F r a n k l y ,  w e  w e r e  s u r p r i s e d  a t  how e a s y  t h e  r e a s s i g n m e n t  process w e n t .  The 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  w e  w e r e  ab l e  t o  c o n t a c t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s t o r m  d i d  a l l  t h e y  
c o u l d  t o  h e l p  u s  o u t .  Wi th  t h e  e x t r a  rooms w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  f i n d  combined 
w i t h  t h e  rooms w e  a l r e a d y  h a d  o n  h a n d ,  w e  had  j u s t  enough rooms t o  go 
a round!  

_I ~ -- 
_ _ _ _ _ -  

M i n i s t e r i a l  A l l o t m e n t  

S e v e r a l  m i n i s t e r s  h a v e  c a l l e d  o r  w r i t t e n  i n  q u e s t i o n i n g  w h e t h e r  any  money 
f rom t h e  a l l o t m e n t  t h a t  w a s  n o t  u s e d  f o r  F e s t i v a l  e x p e n s e s  s h o u l d  b e  
r e t u r n e d .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  some o f  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  a re  w o n d e r i n g  i f  t h e y  c a n  
keep w h a t e v e r  i s  n o t  s p e n t  o f  t h e i r  m i n i s t e r i a l  a l l o t m e n t  a n d  s i m p l y  c o u n t  
i t  a s  income and  pay  t h e  t a x  o n  i t .  

- 

?lease l e t  u s  r e - e m p h a s i z e ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  A l l o t m e n t  must  be c o n s i d e r e d  
a n  e x p e n s e  a c c o u n t .  Any of t h e  a l l o t m e n t  n o t  u s e d  a t  t h e  F e s t i v a l  for 
p u r p o s e s  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  m e m o  accompanying t h e  a l l o t m e n t  c h e c k ,  s h o u l d  be 
r e t u r n e d  t o  P a s a d e n a  a f t e r  t h e  F e s t i v a l .  Though t h e  I.R.S. l o o k s  a t  it a s  
e x p e n s e  money, i t  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  Second T i t h e  a n d  any  mon ies  r e t u r n e d  w i l l  
be u s e d  i n  h e l p i n g  u s  m e e t  o u r  e x p e n s e s  i n  o t h e r  F e s t i v a l  areas .  S o ,  if  
you h a v e  excess F e s t i v a l  T i t h e  t h i s  y e a r ,  p l e a s e  m a i l  i t  t o  t h e  Worldwide 
Church  of God, P.O. Box 385,  P a s a d e n a ,  CA 9 1 1 0 2 ,  A t t e n t i o n :  A c c o u n t i n g  
Depar tmen t .  

Have a g r e a t  F e a s t !  

--Sherwin McMichael, F e s t i v a l  Depa r tmen t  

- PUBLISHING SERVICES UPDATE 

A q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w a s  r e c e n t l y  m a i l e d  t o  2 0 , 0 0 0  new P l a i n  T r u t h  r e a d e r s .  
These  people m1:ld be  P3l l l .d  " b a b e s  i n  t h e  t r u t h "  a s  t h e y  h a T T e  a n l y  re- 
c e i v e d  The PLAIN TRUTH f o r  t h r e e  months .  The r e t u r n s ,  which  a r e  now c o m i n g  
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books f o r  eve ryone .  Please a r r a n g e  t o  check a book 

o u t  o f  your  l oca l  church  l i b r a r y  t o  b r i n g  w i t h  you.  

- - F e s t i v a l  O f f i c e  I , 

i 1 

in a t  a very high r a t e ,  a r e  f a s c i n a t i n g  and  v a l u a b l e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  g i v e  u s  
ari i n s i c j h t  i n t o  what t y p e  o f  p e o p l e  a re  now becoming r e a d e r s .  W e  w i l l  a l s o  
Learn  what p e o p l e  e x p e c t  and. what t h e y  want  from The P L A I N  TRUTH and  how 
they f i r s t  became aware o f  The PLAIN TRUTH and t h i s  Work. T h i s  t y p e  of  
s u r v e y  h e l p s  u s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  our  readers b e t t e r  and f i n d  o u t  what  t y p e  
of a r t i c l e s  t h e y  l i k e  t o  r e a d ,  e t c .  T h i s  w i l l  e n a b l e  u s  t o  a d j u s t  o u r  
approach  a n d ,  h o p e f u l l y ,  improve o u r  p r o m o t i o n a l  and  newss tand  programs.  
The e d i t o r i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  h e l p  B r i a n  Knowles i n  a s i m i l a r  way. 

When w e  t a b u l a t e  t h e  r e s u l t s  w e  w i l l  be able  t o  compare w i t h  a s u r v e y  w e  
did s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago .  I t  w i l l  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  see i f  o u r  r e a d e r s h i p  
p r o f i l e  h a s  changed i n  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s .  W e  w i l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  s h a r e  t h e s e  
r e s u l t s  w i t h  you i n  l a t e r  r e p o r t s .  

The s t a f f  o f  P u b l i s h i n g  hopes  you a l l  have a wonder fu l  F e s t i v a l .  

--Roger L i p p r o s s ,  P u b l i s h i n g  S e r v i c e s  D i r e c t o r  

Those t r a n s f e r r i n g  t o  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  f o r  t h e  Feas t  

s h o u l d  t r y  t o  b r i n g  a l o n g  a song book. S i n c e  

S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  h a s  become p r i m a r i l y  a t r a n s f e r  s i t e ,  

t h e r e  a r e  n o t  enough loca l  c h u r c h e s  t o  s u p p l y  song 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

F i r s t h a n d  Repor t  From Dominica 

Fo l lowing  i s  a l e t t e r  c o n t a i n i n g  i n t e r e s t i n g  and  v i v i d  i n s i g h t s  t o  t h e  
h a r d s h i p s  ahead f o r  a whole i s l a n d  of p e o p l e ,  including our brethren. The 
storm i s  p a s t  b u t  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of Dominica have  
j u s t  begun. 

Dear M r .  H a l f o r d :  

I i n t e n d  w r i t i n g  you a l e t t e r  from which I a m  s u r e  you  c a n ' t  f i n d  
humor. On r e t u r n i n g  t o  Dominica on August 2 7 t h ,  news of a h u r r i c a n e  
coming w a s  b e i n g  s p r e a d .  B y  1 2 : O O  noon Augus t  2 9 t h  t h e  s t o r m  w a s  i n  
full f o r c e  i n  Dominica.  But  b e f o r e  I t e l l  you more of t h e  storn;,  be 
i t  known t h a t  a l l  members of God ' s  Church h e r e  are  a l i v e  and s a f e !  
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The i s l a n d  of  8 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e ,  2 9 8  s q u a r e  m i l e s  ( v e r y  mounta inous)  and  
economy 9 5 %  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  w a s  h i t  f o r  f i v e  h o u r s  by winds  o f  up t o  1 5 0  
,*€I f rom h u r r i c a n e  David.  

The a f t e r m a t h  leaves Dominica i n  a s t a t e  o f  d i sa s t e r .  A g r i c u l t u r e  i s  
90% d e s t r o y e d  and  m o s t  i n d u s t r i e s  are related t o  a g r i c u l t u r e .  I n t e v -  
n a l  t e l ecommunica t ions  have  become n o n - e x i s t e n t ,  w i t h  e l e c t r i c i t y  
s u p p l i e s  i n  t h e  same p o s i t i o n .  I l i v e  1 4  m i l e s  f r o m  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  and 
am n o t  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  e l e c t r i c i t y  i n  my v i l l a g e  f o r  t w o  y e a r s .  

H o s p i t a l s ,  h o t e l s ,  s c h o o l s  and c h u r c h e s  are i n  t h e  s a m e  p o s i t i o n  o f  
r u i n  and  d e s t r u c t i o n .  

More t h a n  h a l f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  homeless  and s o m e  40  people Q$q)a $q 
t h e  storm. I n  some v i l l a g e s  t h e r e  i s  a 5 0 %  comple t e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of 
h o u s e s .  G e n e r a l l y ,  m o s t  r o o f s  are gone.  One o f  t h e  b r e t h r e n  l o s t  
h e r  house  a n d  shop  c o m p l e t e l y .  

Our e v e r g r e e n  forests have become a t h i n g  of t h e  p a s t .  Trees t h a t  
c o u l d  n o t  f a l l  are  c o m p l e t e l y  d e f o l i a t e d  and debranched .  

One American observer t h o u g h t  it better t o  e v a c u a t e  t h e  i s l a n d  i n  
view of mass ive  sums i t  w i l l  need  t o  b r i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  back t o  where 
i t  w a s .  

The immediate  problem o f  Dominica a f t e r  t h e  storm i s  t h a t  of f e e d i n g  
i t s e l f .  With t h e  economy and  a g r i c u l t u r e  d e s t r o y e d ,  w e  are a t  t h e  
mercy of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  food  a i d  f o r  a t  least  t h e  n e x t  s i x  months till 
s o m e  c r o p s  and  f a rms  c a n  b e  r e h a b i l i t a t e d ,  Much a i d  i s  f l o w i n g  i n  
from o u t s i d e  p r e s e n t l y ,  b u t  a l l  who can  are l e a v i n g  t h e  i s l a n d ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  women and  c h i l d r e n  are d o i n g  so .  The r e m a i n i n g  s c h o o l s  
n o t  d e s t r o y e d  o r  made r o o f l e s s  are  r e f u g e e  camps. 

My w i f e  and c h i l d r e n  have  been s e n t  t o  S t .  L u c i a ,  my w i f e ' s  homeland,  
b u t  I have  t o  s t a y  t o  f a c e  t h e  a rduous  road a h e a d ,  of n a t i o n a l  re- 
c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The s e m i n a r  i n  Tobago had  s u r e l y  made and l e f t  m e  
be t t e r  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h i s .  

I hope t h a t  the same h u r r i c a n e  d i d  n o t  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  t h e  Work and 
b r e t h r e n  i n  USA. 

Please a s k  y o u r  Church area t o  p r a y  f o r  and  remember t h e  Dominican 
b r e t h r e n .  The t i m e  ahead  c a n  b e  v e r y  gloomy and d i s c o u r a g i n g  f o r  
some. Bu t  w i t h  God's h e l p ,  n o t h i n g  i s  i m p o s s i b l e .  

I n  C h r i s t i a n  f e l l o w s h i p ,  
C h r i s f o r d  V i d a l  

U n i t e d  Kingdom 

OrL August t e n t h  t h e  Work made f r o n t - p a g e  h e a d l i n e s  i n  a U . K .  newspaper  f o r  
what  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  be t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  t i m e .  The p a p e r  i n  q u e s t i o n  w a s  t h e  
E x e t e r  E x p r e s s  and Echo which h a s  a r e a d e r s h i p  of a l m o s t  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n  the  
South  W e s t  o f  England. 

T h e  a r t i c l e ,  which w a s  n a t u r a l l y  far f r o m  compl imentary ,  had  been prompted 
by t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 1 0 , 0 0 0  b r o c h u r e s  i n  t h e  town promot ing  The P L A I N  
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TRUTH.  Two d i s s i d e n t  former m e m b e r s  t o o k  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  "warn" readers  
of t h e  e v i l s  t h a t  would b e f a l l  them if t h e y  became i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h i s  
" A n e r i c a n - b a s e d  c h u r c h . "  Our p a s t o r  i n  t h e  a rea ,  M r .  J ohn  J e w e l l ,  immedi- 
a t e l y  c o n t a c t e d  t h e  p a p e r  w i t h  t h e  t r u e  f a c t s  i n  t h e  case and  as a r e s u l t  
a more f a v o u r a b l e  a r t i c l e  a p p e a r e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  week ( t h i s  t i m e  o n l y  o n  
page  s i x ! ) .  W e  a l s o  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c i t y  g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  s t o r y  
by p l a c i n g  a q u a r t e r - p a g e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  paper v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  
o n e  u s e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  l e g a l  b a t t l e  i n  t h e  S t a t e s  ( " J u s t  What 
i s  t h e  Worldwide Church of G o d ? " ) .  

Augus t  r e g i s t e r e d  an e x c e l l e n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  m a i l  income of 39% o v e r  t h e  
saxe month l a s t  y e a r .  The y e a r - t o - d a t e  r ise  i s  23% (compared  w i t h  a n  
i n f l a t i o n  r a t e  which  i s  now h i t t i n g  1 5 % ) .  T o t a l  l i t e r a t u r e  m a i l e d  w a s  
e n c o u r a g i n g l y  h i g h  f o r  t h e  t i m e  o f  yea r - -27 ,477  i t e m s  f o r  a l l  t h e  areas 
s e r v i c e d  f rom R a d l e t t .  

S .E .P .  w a s  a g a i n  c o n s i d e r e d  an  overwhelming  s u c c e s s  by  over 2000 t e e n a g e r s  
f r o m  all p a r t s  o f  the British Isles and Europe who at tended t h e  camp. One 
h e a d l i n e  i n  t h e  loca l  p r e s s  ca l led  t h e  Loch Lomond s i t e  a "haven  f o r  t h e  
y o u n g s t e r s ,  'I a n d  a n o t h e r  r e p o r t  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  v e n t u r e  as  p r o b a b l y  " u n i q u e  
o f  its k i n d  and  s c o p e  i n  B r i t a i n . "  

A t o t a l  o f  3 , 7 0 0  a re  e x p e c t e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  f o u r  F e a s t  s i t e s  i n  B r i t a i n  
an2 I r e l a n d  t h i s  y e a r - - 1 , 6 0 0  a t  P r e s t a t y n  ( N o r t h  W a l e s ) ,  1 , 5 0 0  a t  C a m b e r  
S a n d s ,  350 a t  Ed inburgh  a n d  2 5 0  a t  Kenmare ( S o u t h e r n  I r e l a n d ) .  I n  a d d i -  
t i o n ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e  s i tes  i n  H i r s h a l s ,  Denmark ( 1 2 0 )  a n d  
J e r u s a l e m ,  I s r ae l  ( 3 0 0 ) .  F i v e  s i t e s  on  t h e  A f r i c a n  m a i n l a n d  a n d  o n e  i n  
M a u r i t i u s  w i l l  c a t e r  t o  a r o u n d  530 F e a s t g o e r s .  

Canada 

W e  a r e  happy a n d  t h a n k f u l  t o  o n c e  a g a i n  repor t  a 25% i n c r e a s e  i n  income 
over Augus t  o f  l a s t  y e a r .  Combining t h e  y e a r - t o - d a t e  i n c r e a s e  of  twelve 
p e r c e n t  w i t h  a n  e i g h t  p e r c e n t  f i g u r e  o n  e x p e n s e s ,  w e  a re  moving into t h e  
w i n t e r  months  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e  d e s p i t e  h i g h e r  e x p e n d i t u r e s  on a d v e r t i s i n g  
a n d  media. 

The "World Tomorrow" r a d i o  p rogram is  c u r r e n t l y  a i r e d  o n  6 5  C a n a d i a n  
s t a t i o n s .  Next  month,  w e  w i l l  add f o u r  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a t i o n s  g i v i n g  i n -  
c r e a s e d  c o v e r a g e  t o  Saska tchewan .  Radio  r e s p o n s e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  o f  h i g h  
q u a l i t y ,  d e m o n s t r a t i n q  t h e  p o w e r f u l  i m p a c t  of M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  messages. 

? .ewss tand  d i s t r i b u t i o n  now s t a n d s  a t  350 ,000  ( 5 0 , 0 0 0  of which  i s  i n  t h e  
F r e n c h  l a n g u a g e ) .  Most o f  t he  m a j o r  c i t i e s  a n d  towns i n  Canada now h a v e  
some n e w s s t a n d s  c a r r y i n g  The P L A I N  T R U T H .  A s  r e s p o n s e s  and  f i n a n c e s  
~ c l s t i f y ,  w e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  W e  are a w a i t i n g  
a p p r o v a l  f r o m  some major c h a i n  s t o r e s  w h i c h ,  if o b t a i n e d ,  c o u l d  b o o s t  t h e  
c i r c u l a t i o n  by several  t h o u s a n d  almost o v e r n i g h t .  

A s i a  

P l a i n  T r u t h  s u b s c r i b e r s  f o r  M a l a y s i a  exceeded t h e  1 0 , 0 0 0  mark t h i s  month 
w i t h  1 0 , 0 4 7  now on  the m a i l i n g  l i s t .  

F i n a l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  a r e  b e i n g  made f o r  t h e  F e a s t  o f  T a b e r n a c l e s  i n  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  c i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  A s i a :  Colombo, S r i  Lanka;  Pune  (Poona)  , I n d i a ;  
Kya I n  V i l l a g e ,  Burma; a n d  Panang ,  M a l a y s i a .  The a n t i c i p a t e d  number of 
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p e o p l e  m e e t i n g  t o g e t h e r  f o r  t h e  F e a s t  i n  t h e s e  areas ,  God w i l l i n g ,  w i l l  b e  
a b o u t  375.  

A u s t r a l i a  

Our P l a i n  T r u t h  m a i l i n g  l i s t  i s  w e l l  o n  i t s  way t o  o u r  g o a l  of 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  
f o r  A u s t r a l i a ,  and  3 5 , 0 0 0  f o r  A s i a .  W e  now have 57 c h u r c h e s ,  an  i n c r e a s e  
o f  n i n e  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r .  Mai l  i s  up 50% o v e r  l a s t  y e a r ,  and t h e  volume o f  
l i t e r a t u r e  b e i n g  s e n t  o u t  t o  o u r  r e a d e r s  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  by 5 6 % .  W e  a n t i -  
c i p a t e  w e  w i l l  h a v e  m a i l e d  o u t  a round  2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  i t e m s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  by t h e  
e n d  o f  t h i s  y e a r .  

Next y e a r  it i s  p l a n n e d  f o r  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  P l a i n  T r u t h  m a i l i n g  l i s t  t o  
i n c r e a s e  t o  1 2 0 , 0 0 0 ,  and t h e  As ian  P . T .  l i s t  t o  rise t o  a maximum of 
4 0 , 0 0 0 .  T h i s  means w e  w i l l  m a i l  o u t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  t w o  P l a i n  T r u t h  m a i l -  
i n g  l i s t s ,  an e s t i m a t e d  t h r e e  - -  and a q u a r t e r  m i l l i o n  i t e m s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e - -  
s o m e  s i x  t i m e s  t h e  volume s e n t  i n  1 9 7 6 1  

--Compiled by Rod Matthews, I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O f f i c e  

MilIL COMMENTS 

This w e e k ' s  l e t t e r  comments f o c u s  on t h e  F e a s t  o f  T a b e r n a c l e s  and  M r .  
A r m s t r o n g ' s  fo r thcoming  China t r i p .  

The c l o s e r  w e  g e t  t o  t h e  F e a s t ,  t h e  more e x c i t e m e n t  and e n t h u s i a s m  w e ' r e  
s e e i n g  as p e o p l e  b e g i n  t o  a n t i c i p a t e  what  t h e y  f e e l  w i l l  be t h e  m o s t  
s p i r i t u a l l y  r eward ing  F e a s t  ever. 

M r .  A rms t rong ' s  f o r t h c o m i n g  t r i p  t o  China  h a s  s p a r k e d  a deep  i n t e r e s t  
w i t h  many of t h e  b r e t h r e n .  The t r i p  h a s  c a p t u r e d  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  t he  
members and  many l e t te rs  re f lec t  the f a c t  t h a t  M r .  A m s t r o n g ' s  p e r s o n a l  
a p p e a l  f o r  t h e  b r e t h r e n ' s  p r a y e r s  f o r  h i s  g u i d a n c e  h a s  had  a grea t  impac t .  
I n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  l e t t e r s  below are t y p i c a l  examples  of t h e  comments w e  have  
received a b o u t  t h e  F e a s t  and  t h e  China  t r i p .  

- - M a i l  P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

Looking Forward t o  t h e  F e a s t  - 

Received  my F e a s t  c o n f i r m a t i o n  today .  Feast fever r u n n i n g  h i g h .  
Looking f o r  t h e  c u r e  a t  t h e  Lake of t h e  Oza rks .  

- - M r s .  M a l c o l m  M a r t i n  (Hous ton ,  TX) 

I ' m  r e a l l y  l o o k i n g  fo rward  t o  t h e  Feast  t h i s  y e a r  more t h a n  I 
e v e r  have b e f o r e .  With a l l  t h e  t r i a l s  t h e  Church h a s  gone th rough  
t h i s  p a s t  y e a r  w e  need  t h i s  F e a s t  t o  d r a w  us  a l l  closer t o g e t h e r .  

- - M r s .  V i r g i n i a  A.  Richmond (Corydon, K Y )  

I ' m  g e t t i n g  so a n x i o u s  f o r  t h e  F e a s t  t o  a r r i v e ,  h o p e f u l l y  t o  a new 
s i t e  which i n  i t s e l f  i s  e x c i t i n g  b u t  a l so  t o  be r e j u v e n a t e d  w i t h  
t h e  s p i r i t u a l  food  I know w e  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h i s  y e a r .  Am p r a y i n g  f o r  
t h o s e  who w i l l  be g i v i n g  sermons t h a t  G o d  w i l l  i n s p i r e  them and  a l s o  
t h e  l i s t e n i n g .  T h a t  w e  w i l l  be d o e r s  of  t h e  Word and n o t  j u s t  
h e a r e r s .  

- - M r s .  P a u l i n e  E .  Barnes  (Tyrone ,  O K )  
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I a m  a l r e a d y  g e t t i n g  q u i t e  e x c i t e d  over t h e  F e a s t .  I j u s t  know t h i s  
w i l l  be t h e  b e s t  F e a s t  I e v e r  k e p t .  I t  i s  now my s i x t h  Feast  a n d  
t h e y  r e a l l y  do keep  g e t t i n g  b e t t e r .  

--Ann P rzemie lewsk i  ( B u f f a l o ,  N Y )  

MY w i f e  and  I are so  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  t h e  upcoming Feast  of T a b e r n a c l e s  
1979: T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  s i n c e  I have  been o u t  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l  
t h a t  my v a c a t i o n  t i m e  w i l l  b e  p e r f e c t  f o r  t h e  Feas t .  I have  l o s t  
t w o  p r e v i o u s  j o b s  b e c a u s e  of my k e e p i n g  of God ' s  Holy Days. T h i s  
y e a r  w i l l  be  my 1 0 t h  F e a s t .  I t  w i l l  b e  my w i f e ' s  23rd  o r  24th  
Feas t !  W e  a r e  s o  e x c i t e d ! ! !  W e  can h a r d l y  w a i t ! !  

- - M r .  & M r s .  J a c k i e  McConnell ( S p r i n g f i e l d ,  MO) 

Mr . Armstrong ' s China  T r i p  

I j u s t  wanted  t o  l e t  you know t h a t  w e  are t h r i l l e d  beyond words a t  
t h e  news o f  God ' s  a p o s t l e  g o i n g  t o  China!  T o  r e a l i z e  G o d ' s  r e p r e s e n -  
t a t i v e  i s  g o i n g  a t  t h e i r  i n v i t a t i o n !  How w o n d e r f u l .  W e  know t h a t  
God i s  r e a l l y  w i t h  you i n  a l l  you are d o i n g  now and  are  awed by it 
a l l .  

--Olan McRay (Birminghan , A L )  

We have been  k e e p i n g  o u r  e y e s  and ears open f o r  e v e r y  l i t t l e  t i d b i t  
= f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  y o u r  upcoming t r i p  t o  China t h i s  f a l l .  W e  a r e  
v e r y  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  i t  and  o f  c o u r s e  w e  have  been  p r a y i n g  a g r e a t  d e a l  
a b o u t  it l a t e l y .  

- - M r .  & M r s .  Warren La r son  ( M a r y s v i l l e ,  WA) 

I w i l l  p r a y  f o r  you on  y o u r  t r i p  t o  Ch ina .  Every Gospel  m i s s i o n  you 
u n d e r t a k e  b r i n g s  us  t h a t  much closer t o  God's Kingdom. 

--V. K o r s t r a p  (Long Beach,  CA) 

W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  y o u r  coming t r i p  t o  China  and p r a y i n g  f o r  y o u r  
good h e a l t h  and t h a t  God w i l l  g i v e  you t h e  w i s d o m  t o  know how t o  
p r e a c h  t h e  Gospel  i n  a c o u n t r y  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  even  a d m i t  God's  e x i s t -  
e n c e .  

- - M r .  & M r s .  Randy Gregory ( A u s t i n ,  TX) 

W e  are v e r y  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  y o u r  t r i p  t o  China and  t h e  red c a r p e t  t r e a t -  
ment M r .  Rader r e c e i v e d  f r o m  them. God i s  s u r e l y  s p e e d i n g  t h i n g s  up 
when w e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  you w i l l  b e  t a k i n g  t h e  g o s p e l  t o  a c o u n t r y  which 
h a s  o v e r  o n e  q u a r t e r  of t h e  e n t i r e  w o r l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n .  

- - M r .  & M r s .  F rank  F r i d r i c h  ( A u s t i n ,  TX) 

- 

ON THE WORLD SCENE - 

B I G  BOOSTS FOR CHURCH U N I T Y :  V a t i c a n  s o u r c e s ,  on t h e  e v e  o f  Pope John  
P a u l  11's v i s i t  t o  I r e l a n d  and  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  have  announced t h e  
convening  o f  an e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c o n c l a v e  of c a r d i n a l s  i n  November. The 
p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  mee t ing  h a s  n o t  y e t  been r e v e a l e d ,  b u t  it w i l l  undoub ted ly  
be a n  i m p o r t a n t  one .  F o r  t h e  " p r i n c e s  o f  t h e  church"  t o  g a t h e r  f o r  
r e a s o n s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  a new pope o r  t h e  naming o f  new car- 
d i n a l s  i s  unpreceden ted .  
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Whatever t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  c o n c l a v e ,  t h e r e  i s  much movement below t h e  
s u r f a c e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of ecumenism--the s e a r c h  f o r  common r e l i g i o u s  ground-- 
e s p e c i a l l y  between Roman C a t h o l i c i s m  and t h e  m a i n l i n e  P r o t e s t a n t  c h u r c h e s .  
Ecumenism w i l l  be v e r y  much i n  e v i d e n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  P o p e ' s  t r i p  t o  t h e  U.S., 
w i t h  t h e  s c h e d u l i n g  of s e v e r a l  mee t ings  between t h e  P o n t i f f  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e s  o f  P r o t e s t a n t  and  J e w i s h  g r o u p s .  

Ecumenism r e c e i v e d  a b i g  b o o s t  too i n  September  w i t h  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  Bishop 
Rober t  Runcie  as  t h e  Church of  E n g l a n d ' s  102nd Archbishop of  C a n t e r b u r y .  
Bishop Runcie  r e p l a c e s  D r .  Donald Coggan, who re t i res  when h e  r e a c h e s  h i s  
70 th  b i r t h d a y  n e x t  J a n u a r y .  The 57-year-old Bishop Runcie ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  
i s  t h e  Bishop of S t .  Albans. 

With in  h o u r s  o f  h i s  e l e c t i o n ,  Bishop Runcie  t o l d  r e p o r t e r s  h e  wanted t o  
meet Pope John P a u l  and  l e a d e r s  of  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s  as soon as p o s s i b l e ,  
h o p e f u l l y  w i t h i n  h i s  f i r s t  y e a r  of o f f i ce .  Accord ing  t o  A n g l i c a n  s o u r c e s ,  
t h e  t w o  l e a d e r s  have  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g s  t o  d i s c u s s ,  t h e  c h i e f  b e i n g  p r o g r e s s  
towards u n i t y  and  intercommunion.  

T h e  t w o  c h u r c h e s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a s e r i o u s  d i a l o g u e  1 0  y e a r s  ago w i t h  t h e  f o r -  
mat ion  of t h e  Anglican-Roman C a t h o l i c  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Commission. T h i s  t e a m  
o f  l e a r n e d  t h e o l o g i a n s  h a s  i s s u e d  t h r e e  a g r e e d  s t a t e m e n t s  on t h e  e u c h a r i s t ,  
m i n i s t r y  and o r d i n a t i o n ,  and a u t h o r i t y ,  and  t h e s e  have  s t i l l  t o  be approved  
by t h e  Pope and  t h e  Archbishop.  

The t o u g h e s t  n u t  t o  c r a c k  f o r  t h e  A n g l i c a n - C a t h o l i c  t h e o l o g i a n s  h a s  been 
t h e  q u e s t i o n  of p a p a l  pr imacy.  They i s s u e d  a j o i n t  s t a t e m e n t  on c h u r c h  
a u t h o r i t y  i n  1 9 7 6  b u t  f a i l e d  t o  a g r e e  i n  t h e  area o f  p a p a l  a u t h o r i t y .  
Now t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  be some movement, a s  y e t  u n s p e c i f i e d ,  on t h i s  t h o r n y  
i s s u e  and o t h e r  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  p o i n t s .  A j o i n t  s t a t e m e n t  f rom London on  
September  1 4  s a i d  t h a t  " R e a l  convergence  took  p l a c e ,  which i f  i t  f e l l  
s h o r t  o f  comple t e  agreement  on t h e s e  h i g h l y  d i v i s i v e  i s s u e s ,  encouraged  
t h e  commission t o  hope t h a t  i t  migh t  b e  a b l e  t o  o f f e r  i t s  f i n a l  r e p o r t  t o  
t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  of t h e  t w o  c h u r c h e s  w i t h i n  t w o  y e a r s . "  

L u t h e r a n  - R e b e l l i o n  Now F o c a l  P o i n t  o f  U n i t y  Drive 

P e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  m i l e s t o n e  i n  t h e  church  r e u n i t y  movement w i l l  
o c c u r  n e x t  J u n e  2 5 t h .  On t h a t  date ,  L u t h e r a n s  a round  t h e  w o r l d  w i l l  b e  
h o n o r i n g  t h e  450th  a n n i v e r s a r y  of t h e  Augsburg C o n f e s s i o n .  A r e p o r t  f rom 
t h e  R e l i g i o u s  N e w s  Service g i v e s  t h e  ecumen ica l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of the coming 
a n n i v e r s a r y :  

"A document t h a t  p roved  u n s u c c e s s f u l  i n  r e c o n c i l i n g  L u t h e r a n s  and  C a t h o l i c s  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  days  of t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  Reformat ion  i s  g e t t i n g  new a t t e n t i o n  
as a p o s s i b l e  b a s i s  f o r  f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  modern ecumen ica l  movement. 
- /It is/ t h e  Augsburg C o n f e s s i o n  /which/ w a s  d r a f t e d  by P h i l i p  Melanchthon 
on  beEa l f  o f  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  terrztories of n o r t h e r n  Germany f o r  p r e s e n t a -  
t i o n  t o  Emperor C h a r l e s  V a t  t h e  D i e t  o f  Augsburg i n  1530.  

Accord ing  t o  a RNS release Gated September  2 1 ,  " t h e r e  w e r e  t w o  b a s i c  pur -  
p o s e s  Melanchthon had  i n  mind i n  d r a f t i n g  t h e  c o n f e s s i o n - - t o  set f o r t h  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  Lu the ran  movement and  t o  s e e k  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e y  
w e r e  - -  i n  aqraement  w i t h  e s s e n t i a l  d o c t r i n e s  t a u g h t  by t h e  Church o f  R o m e .  
I t  w a s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o  p a r t s :  Ar t ic les  of  F a i t h  ( I - X X I )  and  a r t i c l e s  of 
t h e  Roman Abuses,  which have  been e l i m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  Reformed Churches 
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( X X I I - X X V I L I ) .  When t h e  c o n f e s s i o n  was r e a d  i n  German b e f o r e  t h e  D i e t ,  
t h e  Roman t h e o l o g i a n s  r e sponded  by d r a f t i n g  a C o n f u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  document.  
The C o n f u t a t i o n  w a s  a c c e p t e d  by  t h e  e n p e r o r  as h i s  own p o s i t i o n ,  and r e a d  
t o  t h e  L u t h e r a n s  on  August  3 ,  1 5 3 0 .  While  t h e  Augsburg C o n f e s s i o n  t h u s  
f a i l e d  i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  a i m  t o  h e a l  t h e  b r e a c h  between t h e  L u t h e r a n s  and  
t h e  Romans, i t  immedia t e ly  became a r a l l y i n g  p o i n t  for L u t h e r a n  s u p p o r t e r s .  
I t  h a s  s i n c e  been  d e s c r i b e d  as t h e  m o s t  e cumen ica l  c o n f e s s i o n  o f  t h e  
Refo rma t ion .  I' 

I n  1 5 3 0 ,  Roman t h e o l o g i a n s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  had  no d i f f i c u l t y  
w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  2 1  a r t i c l e s  o f  t h e  c o n f e s s i o n ,  which d e a l t  w i t h  such  sub- 
j e c t s  a s  t h e  L o r d ' s  S u p p e r ,  b a p t i s m ,  f r e e  w i l l ,  and  t h e  church .  B u t  
a r t i c l e s  2 2  t h r o u g h  28, which d e a l t  w i t h  s u c h  d i s t i n c t l y  Lu the ran  emphases 
as  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  good works ,  c o n f e s s i o n ,  and  r e p e n t a n c e ,  posed  problems.  
A r t i c l e  V I I  o f  t h e  Augsburg C o n f e s s i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  " f o r  t h e  t r u e  u n i t y  of  
t h e  c h u r c h  i t  i s  enough t o  a g r e e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  t e a c h i n g  -- o f  t h e  Gospel  and 
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e s a c r a m e n t s .  'I 
b o t h  L u t h e r a n s  and  C a t h o l i c s ,  b o t h  i n  t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  and  t o d a y ,  and i s  
one  o f  t h e  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  c o n f e s s i o n  t h a t  i s  prompt ing  t h e o l o g i a n s  t o  
reexamine i t  as  a b a s i s  f o r  contemporary  ecumenism. 

T h i s  p o s i t i o n  h a s  been  t a k e n  by 

I n  1 9 7 6 ,  a V a t i c a n  e c u m e n i s t  t o l d  t h e  L u t h e r a n  World F e d e r a t i o n ' s  e x e c u t i v e  
commit tee  t h a t  e f f o r t s  t o  have  t h e  Augsburg C o n f e s s i o n  a c c e p t e d  as an  
" e x p r e s s i o n  o f  C h r i s t i a n  t r u t h "  w e r e  b e i n g  looked  upon f a v o r a b l y  by 
C a r d i n a l  J a n - i l l e b r a n d s ,  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  V a t i c a n  S e c r e t a r i a t  f o r  C h r i s t -  
i a n  U n i t y .  

" W e  have no i l l u s i o n s  t h a t  t h e  e f f o r t s  f o r  a Roman C a t h o l i c  r e c e p t i o n  of 
t h e  Augsburg C o n f e s s i o n  as a basis  f o r  a common c o n f e s s i o n  w i l l  b e  e a s y , "  
s a i d  Proessor Heinz S c h u e t t e  of Bonn, who w a s  t h e n  t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t ' s  ex- 
p e r t  i n  Lutheran-Roman C a t h o l i c  r e l a t i o n s .  But  h e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  con- 
f e s s i o n ' s  450th  a n n i v e r s a r y  would b e  c e l e b r a t e d  i n  1 9 8 0 ,  and  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  
"it  would b e  an i m p o r t a n t  e v e n t  if  w e  c o u l d  come closer by t h a t  d a t e  t o  t h e  
r e a l  i n t e n t i o n  -- o f  t h e  Augsburg C o n f e s s i o n ,  which i s  u n i t y  -- o f  t h e  c h u r c h e s  
which remain  c h u r c h e s ,  b u t  a t  t h e  same t i m e  b e c o m e o n e  Church ."  

Church h i s t o r i a n s  have  a l s o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  Augsburg C o n f e s s i o n  must  
b e  examined today  from t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  of 4-1/2 c e n t u r i e s  of deve lopment  
of C h r i s t i a n i t y  s i n c e  i t  w a s  f i r s t  d r a f t e d .  "Many o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  o f  t h e  
Augsburg C o n f e s s i o n ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  i n  t h e  second  p a r t ,  do n o t  s e e m  
t o  be v e r y  r e l e v a n t  t o d a y , "  s a y s  K i r c h e n r a t  Werner S c h n o o r ,  fo rmer  e d i t o r  
of  t h e  newspaper  o f  t h e  L u t h e r a n  Church i n  Mecklenburg,  W e s t  Germany. The 
dean of t h e  S c h o o l  of  R e l i g i o u s  S t u d i e s  a t  t h e  C a t h o l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
A m e r i c a  adds :  "What L u t h e r a n s  and Roman C a t h o l i c s  b e l i e v e  i n  common i s  
f a r  and  away more s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a n  what  d i v i d e s  them."  

- -  
----- 

"By g o i n g  back t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  c o n f e s s i o n , "  c o n c l u d e s  t h e  
74s r e p o r t ,  " L u t h e r a n s  and C a t h o l i c s  may f i n d  t h a t  it h a s  real  meaning i n  
t h e  20 th  c e n t u r y  d e s p i t e  a l l  t h a t  h a s  happened s i n c e  t h e  Refo rma t ion .  
Bishop C y r i l  W i s m a r  o f  t h e  N e w  England  Synod of t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  of 
E v a n g e l i c a l  Lu the ran  Churches  r e c e n t l y  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  Augsburq C o n f e s s i o n  
w a s  ' i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  a p o s i t i v e  d e c l a r a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  c h u r c h ,  n o t  t o  be 
a d i v i s i v e  t h i n g .  I t ' s  t a k e n  4 5 0  y e a r s  f o r  u s  t o  r ea l i ze  t h a t , '  h e  s a i d .  
' I t ' s  my hope t h a t  by t h e  e n d  of  t h e  mi l l enn ium w e  w i l l  be back  t o  where 

w e  w e r e  b e f o r e ,  one  Church i n  C h r i s t .  "I 

- _ - _ _ _ - - - - - -  - _ _ _ _ - - ~  
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S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  b i s h o p  of Augsburg,  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  
Lu the ran  o f f i c i a l s  h a s  a s k e d  Pope John P a u l  I1 t o  v i s i t  Augsburg for t h e  
Augsburg C o n f e s s i o n  Ceremony. However, t h e  L u t h e r a n  l e a d e r s h i p  a p p e a r s  
d i v i d e d  a t  t h e  moment, and  u n l e s s  an  o f f i c i a l  i n v i t a t i o n  i s  e x t e n d e d ,  t h e  
Pope w i l l  n o t  a t t e n d .  The V a t i c a n  however h a s  announced t h a t  i t  w i l l  s e n d  
some l e a d i n g  c a r d i n a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  C a r d i n a l  J a n  Willebrands, head of t h e  
u n i t y  s ec re t a r i a t .  

I t  i s  a l s o  s i n g i c a n t  t h a t  a r a l l y i n g  p o i n t  of t h e  u n i t y  movement s e e m s  t o  
b e  a common p e r c e p t i o n - - o r ,  r a t h e r ,  mi spe rcep t ion - -o f  what t h e  g o s p e l  
message r e a l l y  e n t a i l s .  The t r u t h  o f  God, on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  s h o u l d  s t a n d  
i n  even s t a r k e r  c o n t r a s t  i n  t h e  y e a r s  ahead .  

--Gene H .  Hogberg, N e w s  Bureau 


