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HOW WAS THE CHURCH 

FOFW?D?-- 

BY POLITICIANS OF THE STATE 

OR UNDER D I R E C T I O N  O F  G 0 D ? 

By Herbert W .  Armstrong 

(September 2 6 ,  1 9 7 9 )  

NOW p o l i t i c i a n s  t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  o v e r  and run t h e  Worldwide Church of 
God are s a y i n g  t h a t  I ,  a s  an a p o s t l e ,  have no v o i c e  o r  a u t h o r i t y  i n  how 
church funds  a r e  expended, b u t  on ly  i n  what t hey  term " e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
func t ions"- -whi le  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, M r .  S t a n l e y  R .  Rader, because  he  i s  
n o t  y e t  o rda ined ,  has  no a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  " e c c l e s i a s t i c a l "  
a f f a i r s .  

I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  us  on what b a s i s  
the Church of G o d  must be o rgan ized .  

T h i s  Church w a s  founded i n  3 1  A . D .  by J e s u s  C h r i s t .  The p r e s e n t  era 
of t h a t  s a m e  Church w a s  founded i n  t h e  autumn of 1 9 3 3 ,  acco rd ing  t o  t h e  
b i b l i c a l  p a t t e r n  as o rda ined  by t h e  Almighty God. The p r e s e n t  e r a  w a s  
s t a r t e d  i n  Oregon, n o t  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  Y e t  C a l i f o r n i a  p o l i t i c i a n s  are now 
t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  us  how it  shou ld  have been formed. 

F i r s t ,  a l t hough  i t  i s  o rgan ized  acco rd ing  t o  GOD'S p a t t e r n  i n  t he  
B i b l e ,  i t  i s  n o t  a s e c u l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  b u t  a s p i r i t u a l  organism. 

I n  I C o r i n t h i a n s  1 2 ,  t h e  Word of G o d  t e l l s  us t h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
s p i r i t u a l  GIFTS, " t h e r e  a r e  DIFFERENCES OF ADMINISTRATIONS, b u t  t h e  s a m e  
Lord. ... But a l l  t h e s e  ( s p i r i t u a l  g i f t s )  worketh t h a t  one and t h e  s e l f -  
s a m e  S p i r i t ,  d i v i d i n g  t o  eve ry  man s e v e r a l l y  as  H e  ( G o d )  w i l l  .... F o r  t h e  
body i s  n o t  one member, b u t  many. I f  t h e  f o o t  s h a l l  s a y ,  Because I a m  n o t  
t h e  hand, I am n o t  of t h e  body; i s  i t  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  of t h e  body? ... But 
now ha th  God se t  t h e  m e m b e r s  eve ry  one o f  them i n  t h e  body, as i t  h a t h  
p l eased  him ( n o t  p o l i t i c i a n s )  . . . .  And God h a t h  set  some i n  t h e  church ,  
f i r s t  a p o s t l e s ,  s e c o n d a r i l y  p r o p h e t s , t h i r d l y  t e a c h e r s ,  a f t e r  t h a t  ... m i r a -  
cles.. . " ( J  C o r i n t h i a n s  1 2 :  5-28) . 

I n  Ephesians 4 t h e s e  ranks  are a p o s t l e s ,  p r o p h e t s ,  e v a n g e l i s t s ,  pas- 
t o r s  and t e a c h e r s .  They a r e  for t h e  Church 's  WORK ( v e r s e  1 2 ) .  

Very e v i d e n t l y  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  a r e  l i s t e d  as ranks  i n  a u t h o r i t y .  Fo r  
example, on ly  f o u r  p rophe t s  a r e  mentioned i n  t h e  N e w  Tes tament ,  and n o t  
one set  any church d o c t r i n e s  o r  b e l i e f s .  N o t  one e x e r c i s e d  any a u t h o r i t y .  
There are no p rophe t s  i n  t h e  church today ,  and no r eco rd  of any for 1 9 0 0  
y e a r s .  
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The word " a p o s t l e "  means, l i t e r a l l y ,  "one s e n t  f o r t h "  w i t h  t h e  Gospel 
Message. However, Matthew 16:18 and 18:l-2,18 show t h a t  an a p o s t l e  carrier 
t o p  a u t h o r i t y  on t h e  human l e v e l ,  under C h r i s t .  For example, he  i s  i n  
a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  f i n a n c e s  f o r  s p r e a d i n g  t h e  Gospel though f i n a n c i a l  d e t a i l s  
may b e  d e l e g a t e d  t o  one under  him. 

When t h e  Church of  God was founded i n  3 1  A . D . ,  i t  w a s  founded, NOT on 
any f o r m  en fo rced  by c i v i l  p o l i t i c a l  government, bub founded on t h e  apos- 
t l e s  ( N . T . )  and p rophe t s  ( O . T . ) ,  J e s u s  C h r i s t  b e i n g  t h e  c h i e f  co rne r s tone  
(Eph. 2 ) .  The l i v i n g  J e s u s  C h r i s t  was t h e  HEAD of t h e  Church. I t  was a 
s p i r i t u a l  organism, n o t  a s e c u l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  From t h e  ve ry  beginning  
i t  w a s  opposed by c i v i l  p o l i t i c a l  government. I t s  o r i g i n a l  membership of 
1 2 0  ( A c t s  1:15) s t a r t e d  t h a t  day of P e n t e c o s t .  That  same i n a u g u r a l  day 
God added about  t h r e e  thousand m e m b e r s  t o  t h e  church - -a l l  b a p t i z e d  t h a t  
day. 

Fo r  some two y e a r s  t h e  membership, under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  apos- 
t l es ,  and of C h r i s t  f r o m  heaven,  m u l t i p l i e d .  

J e s u s  had commissioned H i s  a p o s t l e s  t o  b e  s e n t  f o r t h  proc la iminq  
C h r i s t ' s  Gospel Message of t h e  Kingdom of God. 
s e c u l a r  government, t hey  s t a r t e d  going  i n t o  a l l  t h e  wor ld  w i t h  t h i s  King- 
dom Message. By what means? By t h e  means t h e n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  them--afoot,  

I n  s p i t e  of p o l i t i c a i  

and by s a i l b o a t .  
ments r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  manner of going f o r t h  i n t o  a l l  t h e  world w i t h  t h e  
Gospel. 

They c e r t a i n l y  d i d  n o t  c o n s u l t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  govern- 

A f t e r  two y e a r s ,  s e v e r e  o p p o s i t i o n  set  i n .  Much of it w a s  by f a l s e  
a p o s t l e s ,  b u t  t h e s e  soon sought  p o l i t i c a l  government p e r s e c u t i o n  and 
o p p o s i t i o n  a g a i n s t  p roc la iming  C h r i s t ' s  Gospel.  Pe te r  and John,  and P a u l  
and o t h e r s  w e r e  thrown i n t o  j a i l  overn ight - -but  God by s u p e r n a t u r a l  power 
r e l e a s e d  them. Though p e r s e c u t e d ,  even as t h e  same Church i s  today ,  t h e  
Work of p roc la iming  t h e  Kingdom of God went on. 

I n  o u r  day J e s u s  C h r i s t  p repa red  and r a i s e d  m e  up as H i s  chosen 
a p o s t l e  t o  c a r r y  on t h e  p roc la iming  of t h e  Gospel worldwide, and m i n i s t e r -  
i n g  t o  t h e  membership i n  loca l  congrega t ions .  

I n  our day w e  l i v e  i n  a t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  world.  E s p e c i a l l y  i n  means 
of t r a n s p o r t a i t o n  and communication. The l i v i n g  C h r i s t  s t a r t e d  m e  on 
r a d i o  i n  Janua ry ,  1 9 3 4 ,  and through the  p r i n t e d  message beg inn ing  Februa ry ,  
1 9 3 4 .  Comparative r a p i d  m a i l  d e l i v e r y  was by then  a v a i l a b l e ,  and r a i l  
t r a v e l ,  b e s i d e  t h e  t e l ephone .  W e  f i r s t  went on t e l e v i s i o n  i n  J u l y ,  1 9 5 5 .  
F i n a l l y  came a i r  t r a v e l ,  f i r s t  p rop  p l a n e s ,  t hen  j e t s .  

The Work of God s t a r t e d  from Eugene, Oregon. N o  s t a t e  government 
gave us i n s t r u c t i o n s  as t o  how t h e  church and i t s  work shou ld  b e  o rgan ized  
o r  conducted.  I n  1 9 4 7  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w e r e  moved t o  Pasadena, C a l i f o r n i a .  
The Work w a s  growing 30% a y e a r .  T o  conduct  t h e  growing o p e r a t i o n s  o f  
C h r i s t ' s  Grea t  Commission, Ambassador Co l l ege  w a s  founded i n  1 9 4 7 .  I t  w a s  
t h e  ONLY c o l l e g e  on e a r t h  ACCREDITED by GOD! 

I t  had become necessa ry  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e ,  and t h e  Work has  been con- 
duc ted  s t r i c t l y  acco rd ing  t o  t h e  l e g a l l y  s t a t e d  PURPOSES of t h e  Church i n  
o u r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  and o u r  l e g a l l y  r e q u i r e d  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and Bylaws. I n  
a l l  such m a t t e r s ,  w e  complied f u l l y  w i t h  s t a t e  c o r p o r a t i o n  l a w s  and re- 
qui rements .  
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I t  w a s  n o t  u n t i l  January  3 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  4 6  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  r a i s i n g  up of 
t h i s  era o f  t h e  Church of God, t h a t  t h e  Church of  GOD s u f f e r e d  p e r s e c u t i o n  
by t h e  At torney  G e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  of t h e  S t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a .  

For t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  t q m y  knowledge, a s t a t e  c i v i l  p o l i t i c a l  govern- 
ment w i t h i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  c la imed t h a t  it owned a l l  Church p r o p e r t y ,  
and was empowered t o  f i r e  t h e  a p o s t l e  of t h e  l i v i n g  C h r i s t ,  and r e o r g a n i z e  
and OPERATE t h e  Church of t h e  l i v i n g  GOD! Althouqh -God commands u s ,  i n  
t h e  B i b l e ,  t o  be s u b j e c t  -- i n  o u r  p e r s o n a l  - and indiGidua1  l i v e s  t o  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  government of man which has j u r i s d i c t i o n  ove r  us i n  o r d i n a r y  
p rocesses  of law and o r d e r ,  y e t  when a u t h o r i t i e s  of human c i v i l  govern- 
ment commanded t h e  Apos t l e  Peter  t o  cease p roc la iming  t h e  Gospel,  C h r i s t ' s  
a p o s t l e  r e p l i e d  w e  MUST OBEY GOD RATHER THAN MAN. H e  d i d  n o t  "cave i n . "  
N e i t h e r  d i d  w e !  

Th i s  Church w a s  founded by J e s u s  C h r i s t .  I t  i s  formed and o r g a n i z e d  
on H I S  p a t t e r n .  

Even i f  o u r  lives are a t  stake--even a t  t h r e a t '  of imprisonment,  w e  
s h a l l  g i v e  o u r  very  l i v e s ,  i f  necessa ry ,  t o  c a r r y  on t h e  Worldwide Church 
of  God, acco rd ing  t o  G O D ' S  d i r e c t i o n  i n  H i s  Word. 

Now w e  are i n  a b a t t l e  w i t h  one of t h e  l a r g e s t  s t a t e s  i n  t h e  Union t o  
determine WHO I S  LORD--CAESAR, OR CHRIST!  W e  are w i l l i n g  even t o  s a c r i f i c e  
our LIVES, if necessary- -but ,  l i k e  t h e  Apos t l e  Peter,  w e  s h a l l  obey GOD 
r a t h e r  t han  man! 

THREE NEW EVANGELISTS ORDAINED! 

On Thursday a f t e r n o o n ,  SeFtember 2 7 ,  a t  approximate ly  3 p.m. i n  t h e  home 
of God's Apos t l e ,  Mr. H e r b e r t  W. A m s t r o n g ,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a dry eye  as M r .  
Armstrong o rda ined  t h r e e  new e v a n g e l i s t s .  I n  a l p h a b e t i c a l  o r d e r ,  t h e  t h r e e  
men a r e  M r .  E l l i s  LaRavia, M r .  S t a n l e y  Rader and M r .  Joseph Tkach. Also  
o rda ined  t o  t h e  rank of l o c a l  e l d e r  w a s  M r .  Kevin Dean, and long  t i m e  p e r -  
s o n a l  s t a f f  m e m b e r  M r s .  Rona Mar t in  was o r d a i n e d  a deaconess .  M r .  Arm- 
s t r o n g  commented t h a t  i t  w a s  a "long-overdue" o r d i n a t i o n  f o r  Rona. M r .  
Aaron Dean and M r .  M e 1  O l i n g e r  a r e  t o  be  o r d a i n e d  t h i s  coming Sabbath t o  
t h e  rank of l o c a l  e l d e r  and deacon, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

-- 

--Joe Tkach, M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  


