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ON THE VERY B R I N K  O F  

NUCLEAR W A R ! 

by H e r b e r t  W .  Armstrong 

FEW s e e m  t o  r e a l i z e  i t .  But  when P r e s i d e n t  Ca r t e r  s a i d  r e c e n t l y  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  R u s s i a  i s  more s e r i o u s  t h a n  a t  any t i m e  s i n c e  World 
War 11, he made t h e  u n d e r s t a t e m e n t  of t h e  c e n t u r y .  

W e  are i n  f a c t ,  a t  t h e  v e r y  b r i n k  of  NUCLEAF, WORLD WAR I I I !  I t  i s  
n o t  g o i n g  t o  happen--but  l e t  m e  t e l l  you t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h e  U.S. government  
h a s  bung led  i t s  way i n t o .  

I t  i s  v e r y  e v i d e n t  t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r  h a s  n e v e r  UNDERSTOOD 
Russ ian  Communist p h i l o s o p h y  and b a s i c  p o i n t  of view.  A l l  t h e i r  t h i n k -  
i n g  i s  from t h i s  v i e w p o i n t .  I t ' s  t h e  p l a c e  where t h e i r  "camera" i s  s e t .  
They d o  n o t  see t h i n g s  a s  w e  see them. They do n o t  t h i n k  as  w e  t h i n k .  

L e t  m e  g i v e  you a b r i e f  summary. I have  s a id  b e f o r e  t h a t  more t h a n  
50  y e a r s  ago, I s t u d i e d  t h o r o u g h l y  a s o - c a l l e d  " H o m e  S t u d y  Course"  i n  
Communist p h i l o s o p h y  and t h i n k i n g .  How c o u l d  i t  have  been a v a i l a b l e  t o  
m e  and n o t  t o  a man who rose t o  become PRESIDENT? 

I t  a l l  began w i t h  t w o  men, K a r l  Marx, and F r i e d r i c h  E n g e l s .  They 
w e r e  German. They, e v e n  a s  I myself  have ,  s a w  t h a t  t h i s  w o r l d ' s  govern-  
ments  and economic sys t ems  w e r e  wrong. But  t h e y  d i d  n o t  r e a l l y  know GOD 
- - they  h a t c h e d  an  a t h e i s t i c  soc ie ty - - and  t h e y  d i d  n o t  have  UNDERSTANDING, 
as God h a s  g i v e n  m e ,  of The BIBLE!  

T h e i r  "camera" w a s  set  t o  view t h e  wor ld  as v iews  i t .  They c o u l d  
d i s c e r n  much t h a t  w a s  WRONG. But  t h e i r  "camera" w a s  n o t  f o c u s e d  on GOD,  
and t h e y  d i d  n o t  see GOD'S answers  t o  t h i s  w o r l d ' s  e v i l s .  

So, as  u s u a l l y  happens i n  human t h i n k i n g  s h u t  o f f  f rom G o d ,  t h e y  had 
a warped view. They e n v i s i o n e d  a wor ld  o f  Communism. They s a w  t h a t  t h e  
w o r l d ' s  r e l i g i o n s  w e r e  t h e  "opium of t h e  p e o p l e , "  so t h e i r  minds s a w  no 
f a r t h e r  t h a n  t o  ABOLISH r e l i g i o n - - n o t  t o  seek  t h e  TRUE God and H i s  t e a c h -  
i n g .  

Then, a b o u t  1 9 1 4 - 1 9 1 8  came a l o n g  V l a d i m i r  L e n i n ,  a R u s s i a n ,  who had 
s t u d i e d  and a c c e p t e d  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  and even  f a n a t i c a l l y  t h e  a t h e i s t i c  
i d e a s  of Marx and E n g e l s .  Lenin  t u r n e d  t h o s e  t h e o r e t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h i e s  
i n t o  a workable  NEW form of GOVERNMENT, e l i m i n a t i n q  ownersh ip  of p r i v a t e  
p r o p e r t y - - a l l  o f  which would b e  owned by t h e  S t a t e  ( t h e  P o l i t b o r o  group 
a t  t h e  h e l m ) ,  and  e l i m i n a t i n g  r e l i g i o n .  T o  a c c o m p l i s h  s u c h  sweeping 
changes  n e c e s s i t a t e d  a CAMPAIGN O F  P U B L I C  EDUCATION, a most  e s s e n t i a l  
f a c t o r .  The PEOPLE had  t o  b e  induced  by  e d u c a t i o n  t o  g i v e  up t h e i r  
p r o p e r t y  and t h e i r  r e l i g i o n - - t h e  t w o  t h i n g s  c loses t  t o  t h e i r  h e a r t s .  
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V l a d i m i r  Lenin must  b e  a c c o u n t e d  t o  have p o s s e s s e d  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  of 
GREATNESS, i f  n o t  h o l i n e s s  which he  abhored ,  o r  RIGHTNESS! I t  w a s  d u r i n g  
World War I ,  i n  1 9 1 7 ,  t h a t  Lenin l e d  h i s  band of  f a n a t i c a l l y - d e d i c a t e d  
men, i n c l u d i n g ,  o r i g i n a l l y ,  J o s e p h  S t a l i n ,  and Leon T r o t s k y .  The l a t t e r  
d e f e c t e d  t o  S o u t h  America. 

I t  a l l  s t a r t e d  w i t h  an i n n e r  core ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  
Communist P a r t y .  

L e n i n ' s  i d e a  w a s  n o t  a l o n e  t o  conquer  t h e  minds - - tha t  i s ,  t h e  pocke t -  
books and t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  Russ i an  people- -but  t h o s e  of  t h e  WHOLE WORLD.  

A s  J e s u s  C h r i s t  i s  t o  r u l e  t h e  WHOLE WORLD a t  H i s  now soon coming, 
S a t a n  moved men o f  t h e  human GREATNESS of men l i k e  Marx and L e n i n ,  t o  
a t t e m p t  t o  bea t  C h r i s t  t o  it! 

T h e r e f o r e  t h e  Communist PARTY w a s  formed,  n o t  mere ly  as t h e  ONE -- 
p o l i t i c a l  P a r t y  t o  be a l l o w e d  i n  Russ ia - -but  an INTERNATIONAL PARTY 
a c t i v e  i n  a l l  n a t i o n s !  

B e f o r e  World War I1 t h e  Communist P a r t y  i n  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  w a s  
making g r e a t  headway. They began i n f i l t r a t i n g  o u r  c o l l e q e s  and u n i v e r -  
s i t i e s .  I f  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  " c o n v e r t "  p r o f e s s o r s ,  t h e y  worked on s t u d e n t s  
who would become t e a c h e r s  l a t e r .  Thus t h e y  w e r e  r e c r u i t i n g  TEACHERS to 
t e a c h  t h e i r  d o c t r i n e  a l l  o v e r  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s .  

And d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  w e r e  o v e r l o o k i n g  B r i t a i n ,  F r a n c e ,  I t a l y ,  Spa in  
and P o r t u g a l ,  and  G e r m a n y  where the i d e a  was f i r s t  h a t c h e d .  B u t  t h e y  did 
sow t h e  s e e d s  i n  Ch ina ,  and l e f t  i t  f o r  t h e  Ch inese  Communists, l i k e  Mao 
Tse - tung ,  and Chow E n - l a i  and p r e s e n t  Vice-chairman Tan Zehn-Lin, t o  
o r g a n i z e  a Ch inese  Communist P a r t y  and p u t  two of t h e  t h r e e  l a r g e s t  
n a t i o n s  on e a r t h  unde r  Communism. However, t h e  Ch inese  Communism i s  
d i f f e r e n t ,  and Vice-chairman Tan t o l d  m e  i t  i s  t h e  R u s s i a n s  who have  
d e p a r t e d  from o r i g i n a 1 , p u r e  Communism. But  you w i l l  see a v e r y  l a r g e  
s t a t u e  o f  L e n i n ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  l a t e  Mao, i n  Pek ing .  Communism h a s  a l s o  
made b i g  i n r o a d s  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a .  They almost took  o v e r  b o t h  S i n g a p o r e  
and I n d o n e s i a  ( f i f t h  most popu lous  n a t i o n ) ,  which j u s t  b a r e l y  e s c a p e d  
Communism only a few y e a r s  ago .  

The GOAL is t o  b r i n g  t h e  WHOLE WORLD under  Communism. The R u s s i a n s  
admi t  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  a re  n o t  y e t  p e r f e c t - - b u t  t h e y  s a w  t h e  
r e a l  b e n e f i t s  o f  Communism c a n n o t  b e  e x p e r i e n c e d  and e n j o y e d  u n t i l  t h e  
whole wor ld  has become Communist. 

N o w  as t o  Russ ian  Communist s t r a t e g y .  They admit t h e y  c a n n o t  conquer  
a l l  n a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  one f i n a l  a l l - o u t  m i l i t a r y  war .  But  t o  therr, t h a t  i s  
t h e  LAST RESORT, b u t  t h a t  i s  t h e  p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  f o r  k e e p i n g  t h e  S o v i e t  
Union m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h  a t  e i t h e r  number one  o r  number two i n  t h e  wor ld .  

But  t h e i r  f i r s t  app roach  i s  EDUCATION.  I t  i s  n o t  a l o n e  e d u c a t i o n  i n  
Communism. I t  is, f i r s t ,  e d u c a t i o n  on  t h e  EVILS of other s y s t e m s  (which 
are many).  Second i s  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  of  Communism. F o r  example,  t h e y  knew 
how t o  p l u n g e  N e w  York C i t y  i n t o  t o t a l  d a r k n e s s  one n i g h t .  A l l  e l e c t r i c -  
i t y  w a s  c u t  o f f .  Subway t r a i n s  s t o p p e d  i n  t h e i r  da rk  t u b e s - - p a s s e n g e r s  
u n a b l e  t o  move from t h e i r  c a r s .  
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Then comes g u e r r i l l a  w a r f a r e .  T h i s  w a s  used  i n  S o u t h  Vietnam, and 
o u r  U . S .  m i l i t a r y  forces w e r e  u n t r a i n e d  and no match f o r  t h a t  k i n d  of  w a r .  
WE D I D  NOT W I N - - w e  p u l l e d  o u t !  The Communists have t a k e n  what  American 
s o l d i e r s  f o u g h t  and d i e d  t o  p r o t e c t !  I wonder WHEN America w i l l  WAKE U P !  

Among Communist t e a c h i n g s  which I r e a d  i n  t h e  U.S. Communist P a r t y  
s t u d y  c o u r s e  ( a b o u t  50 y e a r s  ago)  are t h a t  t h e  E N D  j u s t i f i e s  any means. 
Communists are t a u g h t  t o  l i e ,  t o  m i s r e p r e s e n t ,  t o  l i e  unde r  o a t h ,  t o  u s e  
any p r e t e n s e  o r  d e c e p t i o n  t o  win a p o i n t .  

Y O U ' D  BE SURPRISED i f  you knew how many Russ i an  Communists a r e  k e p t  
as f u l l - t i m e  s p i e s  i n  t h e  Un i t ed  N a t i o n s  b u i l d i n g  i n  N e w  York! O r  f o r  
t h a t  mat te r ,  even  as  f u l l - t i m e  c a r e e r  d i p l o m a t s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  Depar t -  
ment i n  Washington.  The man who approved  and  i s s u e d  my P r e s s  p a s s  a t  t h e  
San F r a n c i s c o  Confe rence  i n  1 9 4 5 ,  a l e a d e r  i n  t h e  S t a t e  Department ,  w a s  
la ter  t r ied  and convicted o f  b e i n g  a Communist a g e n t .  

So much f o r  t h a t  b r i e f  s k e t c h  of  t h e  h i s t o r y  and methods o f  Communism. 

Bu t  WHAT NOW? I n  what  manner are w e  s i t t i n g  on a whole f l o c k  of 
smoking Hydrogen Bombs? 

P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r  f i r s t  p u t  a g r a i n  embargo on R u s s i a .  O f  c o u r s e  t h a t  
h u r t  s o m e ,  b u t  t h e y  e x p e c t e d  t h a t ,  and d e c i d e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  w e r e  w o r t h  i t .  
Next  h e  h a s  v i r t u a l l y  c a n c e l l e d  t h e  Olympic games t o  b e  h e l d  t h e r e  t h i s  
summer. S u r e ,  t h a t  h u r t  some--but a s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  t h e y  took  t h a t  as  a 
c a l c u l a t e d  r i s k .  The Un i t ed  N a t i o n s  p a s s e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  a g a i n s t  them. 
But  t h e y  have f e l t  t h e  s t a k e s  are h i g h  enough t o  b e  w o r t h  i t .  Now t h e  
o i l - r i c h  Arab n a t i o n s  p a s s e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  a g a i n s t  them. But  I can h e a r  
M r .  Brezhnev s a y i n g  w i t h  a s m i l e ,  "Well, how many d i v i s i o n s  do  t h e  Arab 
n a t i o n s  have? I1 

But  where t h e  DANGER l i e s  i s  t h i s :  Now,  P r e s i d e n t  Car te r  h a s  s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  P e r s i a n  Gulf i s  an  American V I T A L  INTEREST. H e  h a s  t h r e a t e n e d  
even m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  if t h e  R u s s i a n s  v i o l a t e  it by moving i n t o  t h e  
P e r s i a n  G u l f .  

Look a t  a map. M q s t  a l l  o i l - p r o d u c i n g  Arab n a t i o n s  e x p o r t  t h e i r  
o i l  t h r o u g h  the  Persiaii Gu l f !  Whoever c o n t r o l s  the P e r s i a n  G u l f  controls 
t h e  w o r l d ' s  O I L !  

Those s t a k e s  are  p r e t t y  h igh !  The Kremlin knows it! How f a r  w i l l  
t h e y  gamble?  

Look a t  t h e  r e c o r d .  Under P r e s i d e n t  John Kennedy t h e  U.S. used 
m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  t o  BLOCKADE CUBA! Moscow knew t h a t  w a s  o n l y  t h e  f i r s t  
s t e p .  A P r e s i d e n t  who d a r e d  do t h a t  w a s  COMMITTED t o  go FARTHER i f  t h e  
R u s s i a n s  engaged U.S. b l o c k a d i n g  s h i p s .  And THAT would have  been a war - I N  
THE U.S. AREA O F  THE WORLD! -- --- 

What have I a lways  s a i d ?  1) t h e  R u s s i a n s  DO NOT wan t  a n u c l e a r  a l l -  
o u t  w a r  w i t h  t h e  U.S. y e t !  S o  t h e  R u s s i a n s  backed o f f ,  f o r ,  2 )  t h e y  will 
back o f f  i n  f a c e  o f  an e q u a l  o r  s u p e r i o r  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e .  THAT'S THE ONLY 
LANGUAGE THEY UNDERSTAND ! 

- 

R e c e n t l y  i n  = r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r ' s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  i t  '-<ecame known t h e  
R -  ~ ' ~ 7 s  had a r ? e d  m i l i t a r y  men i n  Cuba. M r .  Ca r t e r  warned them--a s o r t  
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o f  s l a p  on t h e  w r i s t . .  They o n l y  s m i l e d  and l e f t  t h e i r  t roops- -and  t h e y  
are STILL THERE! The re  a re  o t h e r  t i m e s  r e c e n t l y  when M r .  Car te r  h a s  
t a l k e d ,  and DONE N O T H I N G .  

You may be s u r e  the R u s s i a n s  are  we igh ing  a l l  t h i s  c a r e f u l l y .  I F  
t h e y  p roceed  now t h r o u g h  P a k i s t a n  i n t o  t h e  P e r s i a n  G u l f ,  WOULD t h e  U.S. 
f i g h t ?  F r a n k l y  I d o u b t  it. I n  any w a r  s h o r t  o f  NUCLEAR power,  w e  c a n n o t  
match t h e  R u s s i a n s  i n  t h e  P e r s i a n  Gul f - - in  T H E I R  back y a r d !  

Y e t  i f  t h e  R u s s i a n s  do go a h e a d ,  t h e  o n l y  k i n d  o f  w a r  w e  c a n  match 
them i n  i s  ALL-OUT NUCLEAR WAR. The U.S. s h o u l d  s t a r t  by  b l a s t i n g  b o t h  
Moscow and Len ingrad  w i t h  H - B o m b s !  I t  would b e  t h a t  or  t h e  U.S. hangs  
h e r  head  i n  shame b e f o r e  t h e  wor ld .  

WE ARE JUST THAT CLOSE THIS M I N U T E  TO A WAR THAT COULD ERASE ALL 
HUMAN LIFE FROM THIS PLANET. F o r  n o  matter what  t h e  K.S. can do,  the  
S o v i e t  Union can  r a i n  n u c l e a r  bombs and DESTROY New York C i t y ,  Washington 
D . C . ,  Chicago ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Hous ton ,  D a l l a s ,  San F r a n c i s c o  and L . A . ,  and  
many 

t h e y  
b i d e  
on a 
back 

WAR ! 

o t h e r  c i t i e s  i n  between!  

WHAT WILL THE K R E M L I N  NOW DECIDE? 

Knowing t h e i r  p o l i c i e s  as I do ,  I t h i n k  t h e y  w i l l  s i m p l y  s t a y  where 
a re- -keep  moving t r o o p s  i n t o  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  make i t  1 0 0 %  s o l i d ,  and 
t h e i r  t i m e .  A s  I sa id  b e f o r e ,  THEY ARE I N  NO HURRY. They are  n o t  
t i g h t  t i m e  s c h e d u l e .  But  I DO NOT e x p e c t  them t o  move t h e i r  t r o o p s  
o u t  of A f g h a n i s t a n !  

* * * * *  

WHERE DOES THE U . S .  GO 

FROM HERE? 

by H e r b e r t  W .  Armstrong 

The wor ld  r i g h t  now s t a n d s  on t h e  b r i n k  of t h e  FINAL N U C L E A R 
The re  h a s  n e v e r  y e t  been a NUCLEAR war! D o  you g r a s p  t h e  g r a v i t y  

of  t h e  w o r l d  s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h i s  minu te?  

World l e a d e r s  a l l  know t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  a n u c l e a r  w a r  between 
t h e  U . S .  and R u s s i a  can  v e r y  l i k e l y  ERASE ALL M A N K I N D  FROM THE EARTH! I t  
means t h e  END of human e x i s t e n c e !  

Where i s  t h i s  w o r l d  a t  t h e  moment--as I w r i t e ,  F e b r u a r y  1, 1 9 8 0 ?  

F o r  more t h a n  9 0  d a y s  t h e  U . S .  h a s  been so a b s o r b e d  w i t h  t h e  p l i g h t  
of t h e  5 0  h o s t a q e s  i n  I r a n ,  t h e  qovernment  h a s  n o t  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  REAL 
DANGER ha's b e e n - R u s s i a  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  Of c o u r s e  t h e  R E A L D A N G E R 
i s  someth ing  e l se  of  which t h e  Washington p o l i t i c i a n s  a re  s t i l l  unaware.  
Y e t  it is n o w  MOVING! 

P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r  warned t h e  S o v i e t  a g a i n s t  i n v a d i n g  A f g h a n i s t a n .  
H e  c a l l e d  M r .  Brezhnev p e r s o n a l l y  on t h e  HOT L I N E !  Brezhnev c o n s i d e r e d  
M r .  C a r t e r  t o  b e  a weak P r e s i d e n t  who would do n o t h i n g .  S o v i e t  t r o o p s ,  
up t o  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  o r  more, poured  i n t o  A f g h a n i s t a n .  
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M r .  C a r t e r  began t o  do someth ing .  H e  p u t  a g r a i n  embargo a g a i n s t  
R u s s i a  i n t o  e f f e c t .  H e  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  b o y c o t t  t h e  Olympic games, s c h e d u l e d  
t o  b e  h e l d  i n  Moscow t h i s  summer. T o  t h e  R u s s i a n s  t h e s e  games a re  a b i g  
government p r o j e c t .  A l l  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  may e n t e r  o n l y  AMATEUR a t h l e t e s .  
I n  Russ i a  t h e  sys tem i s  d i f f e r e n t .  The government  r u n s  E V E R Y T H I N G ,  even 
a t h l e t i c s .  Though t h e  S o v i e t s  c a l l  t h e i r  a t h l e t e s  a m a t e u r s ,  t h e y  a r e  
a c t u a l l y  i n  government  employ and i n  r ea l  f a c t  are PROS! Then M r .  Carter 
set  a d e a d l i n e  f o r  b o y c o t t i n g  t h e  Olympic games--February 2 0 .  But  even 
t h e  AAU h a s  approved  t h e  b o y c o t t  and i t  i s  now a c e r t a i n t y .  

Washington h a s  g o t t e n  a r e s o l u t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  Un i t ed  N a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  
R u s s i a .  But  t h e y  l a u g h  a t  t h a t  wrist-slap. No th ing  b u t  e q u a l  o r  s t r o n g e r  
MILITARY FORCE s p e a k s  t h e i r  l anguage!  S a n c t i o n s ,  r e s o l u t i o n s - - t h e y  l augh  
a t !  

Bu t  now M r .  C a r t e r  h a s  s a i d  t h a t  e n t r a n c e  of t h e  S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y  
f o r c e s  i n t o  t h e  P e r s i a n  Gulf MEANS WAR! - 

Now WAIT A MINUTE!! !  Brezhnev  and h i s  f e l l o w s  a t  t h e  Kremlin w i l l  
T H I N K  THAT ONE OVER! So must  Y r .  C a r t e r ' s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n !  

1) The U . S .  d o e s  n o t  want t o  f i g h t  a n u c l e a r  w a r  w i t h  R u s s i a .  
R u s s i a  d o e s  n o t  want  t o  f i g h t  a n u c l e a r  w a r  w i t h  t h e  U . S .  They c o u l d  
DESTROY EACH OTHER! 

2 )  The U . S .  does n o t  have t h e  m i l i t a r y  a b i l i t y  t o  f i g h t  R u s s i a  i n  
h e r  own back  ya rd - - the  P e r s i a n  Gul f - - so  f a r  f rom t h e  U.S. American forces  
would e i t h e r  LOSE, o r  b e  f o r c e d  t o  t u r n  s u c h  war i n t o  a NUCLEAR war! The 
K r e n l i n ,  of c o u r s e ,  knows t h a t  a l s o .  

3 )  P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r  h a s  DRAWN THE L I N E .  I f  t h e  S o v i e t  c r o s s e s  it-- 
i t ' s  WAR! ( O r  e l s e  a TOTAL loss o f  f a c e  and p r e s t i g e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ) .  Now 
what  w i l l  t h e  S o v i e t s  DO? I t ' s  t h e i r  move! W i l l  t h e y  d e c i d e  r 4 r .  C a r t e r  
i s  too weak t o  back up h i s  t h r e a t  of WAR, and d e c i d e  t h e y  may go ahead 
and g e t  away w i t h  i t ?  I d o  n o t  t h i n k  so. I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  a chance  t h e  
Kremlin w i l l  n o t  t a k e ,  I t h i n k ,  as  I wrote  b e f o r e ,  t h e  Russ i an  B e a r  w i l l  
s l o w  down i t s  p a c e ,  go ahead  and make t h e i r  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n  
s o l i d  and comple t e ,  k e e p  p o i s e d ,  READY t o  i n v a d e  Y u g o s l a v i a ,  o r  Germany, 
A u s t r i a ,  F r a n c e ,  AS A THREAT i n  a s tepped-up  WAR O F  NERVES! 

Now,  meanwhile ,  t h e  IMPORTANT c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  WHAT I S  HAPPENING 
I N  EUROPE? 

The P r e s i d e n t  h a s  s e n t  two h i g h  emissaries t o  t r y  t o  swing European 
n a t i o n s  (NATO members) over t o  t h e  U.S. s i d e - - t o  b o y c o t t  t h e  Olympics ,  
and r e f u s e  t o  s e l l  R u s s i a  g r a i n .  These t w o  e m i s s a r i e s  have  m e t  a v e r y  
c o l d  s h o u l d e r - - e x c e p t  i n  B r i t a i n .  M r s .  Marga re t  T h a t c h e r ,  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  
h a s  s a i d ,  "We are W I T H  you. W e  s t a n d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  you!" t o  t h e  U . S .  

Bu t ,  f o r  example ,  how d o e s  C h a n c e l l o r  Helmut Schmidt  i n  Bonn look 
a t  t h e  p i c t u r e ?  I iuss ian  f o r c e s  a r e  r i g h t  a t  h i s  e a s t e r n  b o r d e r ,  and 
more b e i n g  massed t h e r e .  They c o u l d  cross o v e r  i n  mass ive  f o r c e  w i t h i n  
t h i r t y  m i n u t e s  w i t h  no  n o t i c e !  Germany, a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  European na-  
t i o n s ,  h a s  no m i l i t a r y  force c a p a b l e  o f  d e f e n d i n g  a q a i n s t  s u c h  Russ ian  
a t t a c k .  The European n a t i o n s  have  r e l i e d  on U.S. m i l i t a r y  migh t  t o  
PROTECT THEM from t h e  R u s s i a n s  who are r i g h t  a t  t h e i r  e a s t e r n  f r o n t i e r ,  
and now mass ing  heavy t r o o p s  t h e r e !  I t  seems NATO has a b o u t  f a l l e n  i n t o  
d i s c a r d  - 
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H e r r  Schmidt  h a s  t a k e n  a c o u r s e  t h a t  i s  h u m i l i a t i n g  f o r  a German 
who f o u g h t  i n  H i t l e r ' s  army t o  t a k e .  H e  i s  u n w i l l i n g  t o  s t a n d  up w i t h  
t h e  U.S. a g a i n s t  R u s s i a  i f  S o v i e t  f o r c e s  cross C a r t e r ' s  l i n e  a t  t h e  
P e r s i a n  G u l f .  

The same a t t i t u d e  i s  t a k e n  i n  F r a n c e ,  I t a l y ,  A u s t r i a ,  Belgium. But 
a s  I s a i d ,  t h a t  i s  a h u m i l i a t i n g  s t a n d  f o r  European l e a d e r s  t o  t a k e .  They 
t a k e  i t  b e c a u s e  i n  t h i s  c h e s s  power p l a y  Russ i a  h a s  massed forces  t h r e a t -  
e n i n g  W e s t  European n a t i o n s ,  as w e l l  a s  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  e n t e r  and c o n t r o l  
t h e  P e r s i a n  G u l f .  
CONTROL O F  MOST OF THE IJORLD'S O I L !  

And t h e  P e r s i a n  Gulf c o n t r o l  would g i v e  t h e  R u s s i a n s  

Now do n o t  f o r  a moment suppose  t h a t  West European l e a d e r s  a r e  g o i n g  
t o  t a k e  t h i s  h u m i l i a t i n g  s t a n d ,  r e f u s i n g  t o  l i n e  up a g a i n s t  R u s s i a ,  w i t h -  
o u t  c o u n t e r m e a s u r e s  ! 

You may be  s u r e  t h e  W e s t  European l e a d e r s  are  c o n f e r r i n g  h u r r i e d l y  
and s e c r e t l y  a b o u t  HOW and HOW SOON t h e y  may UNITE and p r o v i d e  a u n i t e d  
EUROPEAN M I L I T A R Y  F m E  so they=  DEFEND THEMSELVES! And so t h e y  w i l l  
no l o n g e r  have t o  g i v e  i n  meekly t o  Russ i a !  And WHO WILL THEY BLAME f o r  
t h e i r  h u m i l i a t i o n  and t h e i r  n e c e s s i t y  NOW t o  have  a U N I T E D  E U R O P E ,  w i t h  
a u n i t e d  GOVERNMENT, a COMMON CURRENCY,  and a COMMON Y I L I T A R Y  FORCE AS 
GREAT OR GREATER THAN EITHER THE U.S.S.R. OR THE U.S.A.? 
t h e  U.S.! 
f i r s t  a t t a c k  B r i t a i n  f o r  s t a n d i n g  f i r m  w i t h  t h e  U . S . ,  and t h e n  t h e y  w i l l  
r e t u r n  a l o t  of hydrogen  bombs t h e  U.S. h a s  s t o r e d  now i n  Europe! 

They w i l l  blame 
And when t h e y  a re  s t r o n g  enough t o  a s se r t  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h e y  w i l l  

S O  SAYS ALMIGHTY GOD I N  HIS WORD! 

They can u n i t e  ONLY t h r o u g h  t h e  V a t i c a n .  I t  w i l l  b e  a CHURCH-STATE 
union .  I t  w o n ' t  l a s t  l o n g ,  b u t  w i l l  c reate  HAVOC unpreceden ted !  

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

Comments From P a s t o r ' s  R e p o r t s  

H e r e  are several more v e r y  e n c o u r a g i n g  comments from t h e  P a s t o r ' s  R e p o r t s  
showing o v e r a l l  g rowth ,  e n t h u s i a s m ,  and a s p i r i t  of r e j u v e n a t i o n  among 
t h e  c h u r c h e s .  

H a r r y  E .  S l e d e r ,  Evere t t ,  WA: "The E v e r e t t  Church i s  a new church  (1 1/2 
y e a r s )  s o l i d l y  s u p p o r t i n g  M r .  H e r b e r t  W.  Armstrong a s  J e s u s  C h r i s t  g u i d e s  
H i s  Church t h r o u g h  M r .  Arms t rong . "  

C a r l  M c N a i r ,  Milwaukee N o r t h ,  W I :  "I  c o n c u r  w i t h  recent comments  i n  
Pastor  G e n e r a l ' s  R e p o r t ,  e tc .  t h a t  t h e  b r e t h r e n  s e e m  ' t u r n e d  o n '  by 
improvements i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  Church,  b y  improvement i n  M r .  
A r m s t r o n g ' s  h e a l t h  and  t h e  success of h i s  t r i p s ,  and a s e n s e  of awareness  
of Prophecy ' s p e e d i n g  u p . '  
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"Growth i n  a r e a  h a s  been minimal  q u a n t i t a t i v e l y ,  Appears  God h a s  been 
do ing  s o m e  'weeding  o u t . '  M i n i s t r y  h e r e  i s  l o y a l  and s u p p o r t i v e  of M r .  
A r m s  t r o n q  ." 
A 1  Dennis ,  Long Beach,  CA: "The Church i s  s t a b l e  and growing s p i r i t u a l l y .  
Peop le  are  f a c i n g  q u i t e  a number o f  p e r s o n a l  problems i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  
F i n a n c i a l l y ,  i t  i s  becoming more and  more d i f f i c u l t  f o r  many." 

John Ogwyn, L u f k i n ,  T X :  "Things  s e e m  t o  be  g o i n g  v e r y  w e l l  i n  t h e  a rea .  
PM a c t i v i t y  i s  p re t ty - s low.  M r .  Waterhouse p r o v i d e d  a r e a l  b o o s t  t o  t h e  
a r e a  and h i s  message w a s  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  by a l l  o f  t h e  members." 

Dennis Van D e v e n t e r ,  V i c t o r i a ,  TX: "The b r e t h r e n  are showing good 
s u p p o r t  and l o y a l t y  t o  God ' s  a p o s t l e  and H i s  work ,  and a r e  p u l l i n g  w e l l  
as  a t e a m  i n  God ' s  s e r v i c e . "  

Dennis  Van D e v e n t e r ,  Corpus C h r i s t i ,  TX: "Peop le  are  p u l l i n g  t o g e t h e r  a 
b i t  m o r e  now. The main body of t h e  Church i s  s o l i d l y  b e h i n d  Mr. H e r b e r t  
W.  Armstrong and t h e  Work. - I ' m  g l a d  w e  a r e  able  t o  have  t h e  t a p e s  from 
China ,  and t h e  B i b l e  s tudy- -ve ry  good r e s p o n s e  was r e c e i v e d  from t h e s e - -  
t h a n k s .  

"One o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p r e s s i v e  p a r t s  of t h e  r e c e n t  t a p e  o n  t h e  book of  
Romans i s  t h e  i n t r o d u c t o r y  background mater ia l  g i v e n  by M r .  Armstrong.  
I t  w a s  n o t  o n l y  h e l p f u l  and e n l i g h t e n i n g ,  b u t  a l s o  d r a m a t i c  p roof  t h a t  
M r .  Armstrong i s  n o t  t h e  " s e n i l e  old man" p o r t r a y e d  by d i s s i d e n t s .  Many 
members commented on M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  i n c r e d i b l e  fund  o f  knowledge and 
a b i l i t y  of r e c a l l . ' '  

Leonard S c h r e i b e r ,  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M I :  "The P a s t o r  G e n e r a l ' s  R e p o r t  o f  
December 2 0  g e n e r a t e d  a l o t  of p o s i t i v e  e n t h u s i a s m  among members. Most 
are  r e a l l y  exc i t ed  a b o u t  Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  t r i p  t o  China and t h e  p r o s p e c t s  
f o r  t h e  f u t u r e . "  

Randy S c h r e i b e r ,  B l a c k f o o t ,  I d :  "Peop le  s e e m  t o  b e  t r y i n g  t o  work on 
t h e i r  m a r r i a g e s ,  p a r t i a l l y  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s  series.  
The t h r e e  b a p t i s m s  t h i s  month encouraged  p e o p l e ,  as  have some new PMs. 
Everyone v e r y  encouraged  and  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  M r .  H e r b e r t  W .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  
trips! ! I '  

David F i e d l e r ,  App le ton ,  W I :  " I t  i s  r e a l l y  i n s p i r i n q  t o  see d o o r s  
c o n t i n u e  t o  open a round  t h e  w o r l d ,  and now w i t h  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  Russ i a  
also. M r .  Armstrong is sound ing  younger  a l l  t h e  t i m e !  God ' s  b l e s s i n g  
i s  e v i d e n t  i n  H i s  Church ."  

G e r a l d  F l u r r y ,  T o n a s k e t ,  WA: " S t r o n g  l i t t l e  Church w i t h  good s p i r i t . "  

Gera ld  F l u r r y ,  Pasco, WA: "Overa l l ,  p e o p l e  a re  i n  a good s p i r i t - - e x c i t e d  
a b o u t  t h e  Work. Some g rowth . "  

Doug Horchak,  L a  Mirada ,  CA: "Response t o  Y r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  t r i p  v e r y  
e x c i t i n g !  Members t h r i v e  on news of advances  i n  t h e  Work!" 

George A f f e l d t ,  S i o u x  F a l l s ,  SD: "The PM a c t i v i t y  h a s  been good. The 
t r e n d  t h a t  I see k o t h  h e r e  and i n  Watertown i s  t h a t  t h e  PMs have no 
problem w i t h  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  problems t h e  Church h a s  had . "  
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C l i n t  Zimmerman, Pueb lo ,  C O :  "PM a c t i v i t y  h a s  p i c k e d  up. These a r e  
p e o p l e  who have been a round  f o r  some t i m e  b u t  j u s t  h a v e n ' t  g o t t e n  a round 
t o  ' f i n d i n g '  t h e  l o c a l  Church ."  

S t e v e  M a r t i n ,  San F r a n c i s c o ,  CA: "World e v e n t s  have renewed commitment 
o f  t h o s e  who w e  might  c o n s i d e r  ' l ukewarm. '  T h i s  i s  a good t r e n d .  I n -  
home B i b l e  s t u d i e s  becoming v e r y  p o p u l a r  f o r  t h o s e  who l i v e  too  f a r  f rom 
San F r a n c i s c o  t o  come t o  r e g u l a r  B i b l e  s t u d y . "  

Judd K i r k ,  San Jose,  CA: "There  h a s  been  a good response t o  Y r .  A r m -  
s t r o n g ' s  t a p e s .  The p e o p l e  are  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  h e a r i n g  f i r s t h a n d  
M r .  Armstrong d e l i v e r  t h e  t r u t h  of t h e  g o s p e l  t o  a p l a c e  l i k e  Communist 
China.  'I  

Dan F r i c k e ,  P o r t l a n d  West, O R :  "The m e m b e r s  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  s t a b l e  and 
l o o k i n g  fo rward  t o  the  Work p i c k i n g  up s t eam a long  w i t h  M r .  A rms t rong ' s  
t r i p s .  M o s t  see t h e  Church moving f o r w a r d . "  

R u s s e l l  Duke, Kansas  C i t y  E a s t ,  110: "There  i s  q u i t e  some growth l o c a l l y  
- - s i x  t o  t e n  new PMs i n  t h e  l a s t  two months who a r e  a t t e n d i n g  Church and 
growing.  ' I  

F r e d e r i c k  Kel lers ,  L i t t l e  R o c k ,  A R :  " E v e r y t h i n g  s e e m s  c a l m .  P e o p l e  a r e  
t h r i l l e d  w i t h  r e s u l t s  of t h e  China t r i p  and t a p e s  from s a m e . "  

Repor t  on t h e  Work i n  Germany 

The S e v e n t i e s  i n  R e t r o s p e c t :  F o r  God ' s  Work i n  German-speaking Europe ,  
1 9 7 9  was a v e r y  good y e a r  o v e r a l l  and c l o s e d  o u t  t h e  decade  o f  t h e  '70s 
on a p o s i t i v e  n o t e .  The '70s proved  t o  be a p e r i o d  of v e r y  v a l u a b l e  
growth and e x p e r i e n c e ,  p l u s  a decade  of d r a m a t i c ,  p o s i t i v e  change  f o r  
t h e  German Work as  w e l l  a s  f o r  t h e  Work a s  a whole.  

The p e r i o d  o f  1970-1973 b r o u g h t  r a p i d  growth b o t h  i n  t h e  G e r m a n  P l a i n  
T r u t h  m a i l i n g  l i s t  and i n  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  German Work .  During 
t h i s  t i m e  a major b r e a k t h r o u g h  f o r  t h e  G e r m a n  Work came w i t h  t h e  deve lop -  
ment of c o m p a t i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  p r i n t i n g  of t h e  P l a i n  T r u t h .  I t  i s  a 
method of d e s i g n i n g  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e d i t i o n s  i d e n t i c a l l y ,  so  t h a t  
o n l y  t he  black p l a t e ,  f r o m  which  t h e  f o r e i g n  language  t e x t  i s  p r i n t e d ,  
n e e d s  t o  be made new and t h e  o t h e r  e x i s t i n g  c o l o r  s e p a r a t i o n ,  p l a t e s ,  
e t c .  can  b e  used  f o r  a l l  l a n q u a g e s .  T h i s  e f f e c t s  a t remendous  cos t  
s a v i n g s  and h a s  e n a b l e d  a f u l l - c o l o r  German P T .  P r e v i o u s l y  w e  were o n l y  
p u b l i s h i n g  i n  b l a c k  and w h i t e .  

By t h e  e n d  o f  1973 t h e  German P T  m a i l i n g  l i s t  had grown t o  o v e r  8 0 , 0 0 0 .  

In 1974 i n c r e a s i n g  f i n a n c i a l  r e s t r a i n t s  a t  Pasadena ,  which had been 
h e a v i l y  s u b s i d i z i n g  t h e  German Work, l e d  t o  f a r - r e a c h i n g  d e c i s i o n s ,  
a f f e c t i n g  a comple t e  o v e r h a u l  of t h e  German Work. During t h i s  t i m e  t h e  
PT l i s t  had t o  b e  d r a s t i c a l l y  r educed  and o t h e r  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  changes  
w e r e  made which l e d  t o  becoming f i n a n c i a l l y  s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g  i n  1975. I n  
1975 o f f i c e  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  a l s o  moved from Duesse ldo r f  t o  Bonn, which 
h a s  proven  t o  be v e r y  b e n e f i c i a l .  

I n  1 9 7 7  a p e r i o d  o f  growth i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  was a g a i n  e n t e r e d .  The l i s t ,  
which  had bottomed o u t  a t  15,000 during 1 9 7 6 ,  has now grown t o  3 5 , 0 0 0 ,  
w i t h  v i r t u a l l y  no  f i n a n c i a l  h e l p  needed from Pasadena .  
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1 9 7 9  b r o u g h t  a major  s u r g e  fo rward  i n  m a i l  income, which on t h e  a v e r a g e  
had been o n l y  a 6 %  i n c r e a s e  p e r  y e a r  from 1 9 7 3  t o  1 9 7 8 .  I n  1 9 7 9  t h e  
i n c r e a s e  jumped t o  o v e r  11% ( t h e  h i g h e s t  s i n c e  1 9 7 2 ) ,  and t h e  h o l y  day  
o f f e r i n g s  w e r e  up by n e a r l y  2 7 % .  I n  a l l ,  t h e  German Work now seems 
r e a d y  f o r  i t s  g r e a t e s t  p e r i o d  of growth .  

The Church i n  Germany i s  v e r y  l o y a l  and s o l i d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  M r .  Armstrong 
and t h e  Work. V a r i o u s  methods f o r  qrowth  and expans ion  a re  now p o s s i b l e ,  
and a t  p r e s e n t  t h e  Work i n  Germany i s  i n  t h e  b e s t  f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  
ever. I t  d e f i n i t e l y  seems t h a t  God h a s  used  t h e  deve lopments  of  t h e  
s e v e n t i e s  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  German Work for t h e  e i g h t i e s .  

P l a n s  f o r  1980: Emphasis i n  1980 w i l l  b e  on expand ing  o u r  c o v e r a g e  o f  
German-speaking Europe w i t h  t h e  Gospel  message ,  and on i n c r e a s e d  s e r v i c e  
t o  t h e  Church i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  
Church f o r  C h r i  s t  ' s re t u r n .  

The major  t h r u s t  i n  expanding  o v e r a l l  c o v e r a g e  o f  German-speaking Europe 
w i l l  T o m e  from o u r  a d v e r t i s i n g  campaign i n  m a s s - c i r c u l a t i o n  magazines  
and newsFapers .  L i m i t e d  u s e  of newss tands  w i l l  a l s o  be made. The i n t e n t  
i n  t h e  a d v e r t i s i n g  campaign i s  t o  make Yr. Armstrong and t h e  German 
P l a i n  T r u t h  i n c r e a s i n g l y  known t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  German-speaking w o r l d .  
Through t h e s e  and o t h e r  t r i e d  and tes ted  methods ,  h o p e f u l l y  o v e r  3 0 , 0 0 0  
new s u b s c r i b e r s  w i l l  b e  added t o  t h e  l i s t  i n  1 9 8 0 .  

E f f o r t s  t o  improve service t o  t h e  Church w i l l  c e n t e r  a round  t w o  t h i n g s :  
1. T r a n s l a t i n g  more Good N e w s  a r t i c l e s  i n t o  German f o r  t h e  membership.  
2 .  Improving  t h e  q u a l i t y  of sermons ,  B i b l e  S t u d i e s ,  c o u n s e l i n g  and  
ove ra l l  service t o  t h e  Church. 

- -Joe Tkach,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

No t i ce  

I f  you or  any m e m b e r s  have q u e s t i o n s  
r e g a r d i n g  George A.  H o l m e s  J r . ,  a 
p r o s p e c t i v e  m e m b e r ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  
John Bald  a t  ( 5 1 2 )  3 4 2 - 9 7 8 2 .  

--Joe Tkach,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  
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SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT I N  LAWSUIT RECEIVES LOCAL COVERAGE 

Over t w o  w e e k s  a f t e r  t h e  L.A. S u p e r i o r  C o l l r t  d e c i s i o n  i n  favor of t h e  
C h u r c h ’ s  accounting f i r m ,  o n l y  one newspaper ( t o  o u r  knowledqe) h a s  
r e p o r t e d  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  development  i n  t h e  State of  California’s law- 
s u i t  a g a i n s t  t h e  Church. Reproduced h e r e  for your  i n t e r e s t  i s  an a r t i c l e  
from t h e  F e b r u a r y  5 t h  Pasadena  Star-News which c o v e r s  t h e  story. 
m i s s i o n  was g r a n t e d  by t h e  Star-News. 

Per- 

Suit implicating firm 
in church case fails 
l3> DICK LLOYD 
\ tatt  Writer 

.-I lawsuit claiming an account- 
ing tirm assisted leaders of the 
Worldwide Church of tiod in al- 
legedly pilfering church funds 
has been dismissed in Los An- 
geles Superior Court. 

Court Commissioner .4rnold 
Levin dismissed the action by the 
state attorney g,eneral against 
the firm of Rader ,  Cornwa11, 
Kessler and Palazzo because the 
state failed to show a sufficient 
cause of action against the firm, 

The overall suit against church 
leaders,  however, remains i n  
force. Hader. treasurer of the 
church and one of the principal 
defendants i n  the suit, is sched- 
uled to answer pre-trial questions 
on b’eb. 20. 

His deposition to the state at- 
torney general’s office was post- 
poned from Jan. 22 with the con- 
currence of U.S. District Judge 
Laughlin Waters. It had been 
delayed several times previously. 

But even though the main case 
continues, said Jack Kessler, an 
attorney who is also an accoun- 
tant and a partner in the firm, “it 
wouid seem this is a very signifi- 
cant setback” for the attorney 
general. 

The state has tried to “make a 
case out of whole cloth,” Kessler 
said, claiming it has been unable 
to come u p  with supportable 
charges. “They must state affir- 
matively that we did something 
wrong. or else they have to drop 
it:’ 

The accounting firm. in which 
Hader was a partner until 1974, 
was the chu,rch’s auditor un t i l  
two months after the state civil 
suit was lodged in January 1979 
and  was one of 12 defendants 
named in the suit.  The case has 
n- ‘  h-en dismissed against any  O! 

the other defendants. 
Deputy Attorney General Lau- 

ren Srainard said the state will 
appeal the decision. which upheld 
a motion filed by attorneys f o r  
the accounting f i rm.  

’I’he motion in  effect said that 
even though charges had been 
filed. they had no merit. I t  tested 
the validity of the allegations 
against the deiendants. 

Hrainard said the state’s suit 
alleges that the accounting firm 
is “one of the for-profit agencies 
utilized by the defendants. partic- 
ularly Kader. to aid (them! in 
breaches of trust.“ 

’I’he dismissal, in Brainard’s 
view, ”is totally irrelevant as 
regards Rader and other individ- 
uals in the case of their breach of 
trust in the use of the charitable 
assets of the church. The ac- 
counting firm was one of many 
defendants. and the court felt we 
had not stated a cause of action 
against that  particular defen- 
dant. 

“ 1  don’t think it is very signlfl- 
cant.” 

Commissioner Levin dismissed 
the case against the accounting 
f i rm af ter  the s ta te  failed to 
amend its complaint to list spe- 
cific charges. 

On three previous occasions, 
Superior Court Judge Thomas 
Johnson had ruled that the state’s 
complaint was insufficient as a 
cause of action and ordered the 
s ta te  to  list exactly what the 
accounting firm did in violation 
of the law. In each instance the 
state declined to amend its corn- 
plaint. 

Kader also believes that the 
dismissal of the suit against the 
accounting firm is a significant 
development in the church‘s bat- 
tle against the suit that has been 
in the courts since July 3. 

Action against the accounting 
tirm. said Kader, has been “the 
linchpin of the lawsuit . ”  

‘.They (the state) charged the 
accounting firm with the same 
things they charged us with - 
that they aided and abetted an  
intent to  pilfer. and that ( the  
tirm! was a conduit by which I 
got funds out - and they claimed 
I was an active partner in the 
firm.” 

‘The state “had me getting prof- 
its t.hrough the f i rm.”  Hader 
said. ”But they !the firm) are no 
longer in  the case. It took a whole 
year bring it about.“ 

‘I’he state has claimed the ac- 
counting firm was a party to fis- 
cal traud, Hader said. “And you 
know that anytime you have fis- 
cal trauds, the accountants have 
necessarily been involved. They 
have either been criminally in- 
volved or grossly negligent. ’ ’  

Dismissal of the suit against 
the account ing  f i r m  p roves  
“there is nothing here, and there 
never has been.” Hader said. 

Because the state cannot show 
a cause of action against the 
accounting firm, Rader said, “it  
should be logical, and it is dear 
on its face, that there can be no 
wrongdoing and there, has been 
no wrongdoing” by the other 
defendants. 

“The allegations are a pure 
sham,” Hader said, “based on 
hearsay and gossip coming from 
people who are disaffected, one- 
time members of the Worldwide 
Church of God. 

”The attorney general has been 
pleading a11 along that there have 
been no audits. And here they 
have been dismissed with preju- 
dice,“ meaning the state cannot 
bring suit. again against the ac- 
counting f i rm.  
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NEW P O L I C Y  RE : PROMOTION O F  MR. ARYSTRONG'S BOOKS 

W e  would l i k e  t o  b r i n g  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n  a change i n  p o l i c y  which may 
a f f e c t  some members i n  your  church  a r e a .  

A f t e r  a review of t h e  p r e s e n t  m a r k e t i n g  s i t u a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  E v e r e s t  
House books ,  Mr. H e r b e r t  Armstrong has  d e c i d e d  t h a t  i t  would b e  b e s t  i f  
chu rch  m e m b e r s  w e r e  no  l o n g e r  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  s a l e  o f  h i s  books p u b l i s h e d  
by E v e r e s t  House. T h i s  i s  n o t  meant t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  w e  are  n o t  happy 
w i t h  t h e  work and e f f o r t  t h a t  h a s  been p u t  i n t o  t h e  program up till now. 
I t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  been  a r e e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  b e s t  way t o  h a n d l e  
t h e  m a r k e t i n g  o p t i o n s  open t o  u s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

W e  s u g g e s t  t h a t  anybody i n  your  a r e a  who i s  p r e s e n t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  promo- 
t i o n  of M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  book t o  b o o k s t o r e s ,  e t c .  s t o p  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  
immedia t e ly .  T h i s  s h o u l d  be  done  in a b u s i n e s s - l i k e  way. For example ,  
any new o r  e x i s t i n g  o r d e r s  o r  commitments s h o u l d  b e  f o l l o w e d  th rough  b u t  
no  new b u s i n e s s  s h o u l d  be  a c t i v a t e d  o r  encouraged .  Please r e f e r  f u t u r e  
i n q u i r i e s  f o r  book o r d e r s  d i r e c t l y  t o  Lew G i l l e n s e n ,  E v e r e s t  House, 
3311  6 t h  Avenue, N Y .  T h i s  d e c i s i o n  i s  t o  s t a n d  u n t i l  f u r t h e r  n o t i c e .  

--Pub li s h i n g  S e r v i c e s  

"THE BZST L A I D  PLANS O F  MICE AND M E N . .  . "  
The p r o c e s s i n g  s y s t e m  used  by MPC f o r  h a n d l i n g  t h e  m i l l i o n s  o f  l e t t e r s  
r e c e i v e d  e a c h  y e a r ,  i s  one of t h e  m o s t  a c c u r a t e  and e f f i c i e n t  i n  t h e  
i n d u s t r y .  Both Data P r o c e s s i n g  and MPC have worked h a r d  over t h e  y e a r s  
t o  d e v e l o p  t h i s  advanced m a i l  p r o c e s s i n g  program. 

B u t ,  as e f f i c i e n t  and w e l l - p l a n n e d  as t h e  sys t em is ,  w e  found r e c e n t l y  
t h a t  it i s n ' t  - y e t  e n t i r e l y  f o o l p r o o f .  A s  Volkswagen used  t o  s a y ,  " A f t e r  
a l l ,  i t ' s  o n l y  human." 

A v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f ace t  of t h e  m a i l  p r o c e s s i n g  sys t em i s  M P C ' s  c h e c k i n g  of 
p r o c e d u r e s  t o  d e t e c t  d u p l i c a t e  l i s t i n g s  ( t w o  o r  more r e c o r d s  a t  t h e  same 
a d d r e s s ,  e t c . ) .  

However, w e  l e a r n e d  r e c e n t l y  t h a t  an  i n n o v a t i v e  e l d e r l y  gent leman who 
l i v e s  i n  t h e  Chicago  area had d e v i s e d  a c l e v e r  method of g e t t i n g  a round 
t h e  c h e c k i n g  p r o c e d u r e s :  t h e  o l d  gent leman had used  normal  a p p e a r i n g  
names. And, e v e r y  t i m e  h e  w r o t e  f o r  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  a c e r t a i n  name, he  
used  t h e  cor rec t  PLAIN TRUTH s u b s c r i p t i o n  number t o  go w i t h  t h e  name. 
( I n  r o u t i n e  c h e c k i n g ,  w e  had  n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  several  r e c o r d s  a t  
t h i s  a d d r e s s ,  b u t  i t ' s  common f o r  t h e  m a i l i n g  l i s t  t o  have  a number of 
p e o p l e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  s a m e  a p a r t m e n t  complex ) .  

I t  w a s  n o t  u n t i l  an  a l e r t  MPC employee,  working  w i t h  a s t a c k  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  
c a r d s  n o t i c e d  t h a t  many of  t h e  r e q u e s t s  t o  t h i s  a d d r e s s  had t h e  s a m e  
h a n d w r i t i n g ,  t h a t  w e  g o t  s u s p i c i o u s .  On d o u b l e  c h e c k i n g ,  w e  d i s c o v e r e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  SEVENTY TWO ( 7 2 )  d i f f e r e n t  names i n  t h e  f i l e - - a l l  a t  t h a t  
a d d r e s s !  

W e  asked  a m i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  Chicago area t o  check  f o r  u s .  And, s u r e  
enough,  h e  c o n f i r T e d  t h a t  t h e  7 2  r e c o r d s  w e r e  i n  f a c t  one pe r son!  
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Accord ing  t o  t n e  m i n i s t e r ' s  r e p o r t ,  w e  w e r e  n o t  t h e  o n l y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
' 'conned" by t h i s  o l d  gen t l eman .  H e  had done t h e  same t h i n g  t o  o t h e r  
g r o u p s  and companies ,  w r i t i n g  f o r  e v e r y  f r e e  o f f e r  he c o u l d  l oca t e .  H i s  
r u s e  w a s  so  s u c c e s s f u l  t h a t  on e n e  day t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  
l a rge  m a i l  s a c k s  t o  h i s  r e s i d e n c e !  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  h i s  
c a l l e d  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  and s t o p p e d  t h e  d e l i v e r y .  

So e n d s  t h e  "72-record  c a p e r . "  I t  t a u g h t  u s  a l e s s o n :  
mind, when i t  i s  s e t  t o  a t a s k ,  o f t e n  can  f i n d  a " l o o p  
l a i d  p l a n s  of " m i c e  and men." 

- -Richard  R i c e ,  Mai l  

MAIL COMMENTS 

d e l i v e r e d  S I X  
f a m i l y  f i n a l l y  

t h a t  t h e  human 
h o l e "  i n  t h e  best  

P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

The m a i l  comments t h i s  week c o v e r  t h r e e  areas o f  i n t e r e s t :  t h e  commem- 
o ra t ive  a c t i v i t i e s  of J a n u a r y  4-6 i n  Pasadena ,  p e o p l e ' s  p o s i t i v e  v iews  
toward t h e  Church ,  and t h e  sound B i b l e  t e a c h i n g  of Church l i t e r a t u r e .  

Church a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  Pasadena  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  weekend i n  
J a n u a r y  commemorated t h e  a t t e m p t e d  t a k e o v e r  of t h e  Church o n e  y e a r  ago  
by  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l .  B r e t h r e n  from m o s t  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r -  
n i a  c h u r c h e s  ( s t r e t c h i n g  from San Diego t o  B a k e r s f i e l d )  m e t  f o r  F r i d a y  
n i g h t  B i b l e  s t u d y ,  S a b b a t h  s e r v i c e s ,  and a g a l a  dance  a t  t h e  Hollywood 
P a l l a d i u m  cm Sunday e v e n i n g .  Tha t  weekend emphasized c h u r c h  u n i t y ,  
f e l l o w s h i p ,  and bro therhood--and  r e s u l t e d  i n  numerous e n t h u s i a s t i c  
comments. 

A l s o ,  w e  want  t o  s h a r e  a f e w  l e t t e r s  of a p p r e c i a t i o n  from s u b s c r i b e r s  
who have  been s p i r i t u a l l y  s t r e n g t h e n e d  by t h e  C h u r c h ' s  p o s i t i v e  i n f l u -  
e n c e  i n  t h e i r  l ives .  And s o  w e  are  c o n c l u d i n g  o u r  m a i l  comments w i t h  
s e v e r a l  comments f rom r e a d e r s  t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h e  d e e p ,  m e a n i n g f u l  B i b l e  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  r e c e i v e d  from o u r  Church l i t e r a t u r e .  

- - M a i l  P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

B r e t h r e n  Comment About E v e n t s  of  J a n u a r v  5 t h  Weekend 

" L a s t  weekend w e  had t h e  m o s t  e n j o y a b l e  weekend w e  have  e v e r  
e x p e r i e n c e d .  F r i d a y  n i g h t  w e  had a s p e c i a l  B i b l e  s t u d y  g i v i n g  u s  
an overview o f  what  had happened d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  y e a r .  M r .  Helge 
and M r .  Rader showed u s  t h e  z e a l  w i t h  which t h e y  serve t h e  Work. 
Then S a b b a t h  a f t e r n o o n  w e  had t h e  p l e a s u r e  of h e a r i n g  you l i v e .  I t  
i s  a lways  a t h r i l l  and an  encouragement  t o  h e a r  you ,  C h r i s t ' s  
a p o s t l e .  Your message w a s  v e r y  e n c o u r a g i n g .  

"Then Sunday n i g h t  w e  had  a p l e a s a n t  e v e n i n g  a t  t h e  P a l l a d i u m .  W e  
w e r e  a b l e  t o  f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  many b r e t h r e n ,  The music  w a s  e x c e l l e n t .  
The a tmosphere  w a s  r e l a x i n g .  Thank you v e r y  much f o r  h a v i n g  ap-  
proved  and  mzde t h i s  weekend p o s s i b l e . "  

- - M r .  & M r s .  Rejean Vautour  ( P a s a d e n a ,  CA)  

"Thank you so much f o r  t h e  v e r y  i n s p i r i n g  messaq-e you qave t o  u s  
l a s t  S a b b a t h  and t h e  weekend t h a t  w e  w i l l  l ong  remember. The B i b l e  
s t u d y  showed t o  u s  t h e  t r u e  s t o r y  of  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  
of  C a l i f o r n i a  a g a i n s t  t h e  Worldwide Church of God and o u r  p a r t  i n  
it. I t  w a s  l i k e  a n o t h e r  Feas t  of T a b e r n a c l e s  t o  have  so many b r e t h -  
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r e n  p r e s e n t .  The dance  a t  t h e  P a l l a d i u m  was a b e a u t i f u l  e v e n i n g ;  
t h e  band b r o u g h t  back  many memories of y e a r s  p a s t  and t h e  e n t e r t a i n -  
ment w a s  e n j o y a b l e .  '' 

--Evelyn Powers ( P a s a d e n a ,  CA) 

" J u s t  a q u i c k  n o t e  e x p r e s s i n g  my deep  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  S o u t h l a n d  
dance  you made p o s s i b l e  on J a n u a r y  6 ,  1 9 8 0 .  The re  w e r e  o v e r  2 , 0 0 0  
happy p e o p l e  t h e r e  e n j o y i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  immensely.  I f e e l  t h i s  i s  
j u s t  what t h e  Church needed  t o  l i f t  up s p i r i t s  and  g e t  back  t o  t r u e  
C h r i s t i a n  f e l l o w s h i p .  I t  w a s  i n d e e d  a t e r r i f i c  way t o  s t a r t  o f f  
t h e  new decade . ' '  

- - P a m e l a  S.  Dewyer ( P a s a d e n a ,  CA) 

"Don and I would l i k e  t o  thank  you f o r  t h e  dance  l a s t  Sunday 
even ing .  W e  t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d  o u r s e l v e s .  I t  w a s  f a n t a s t i c  m e e t -  
i n g  t o g e t h e r  a g a i n  w i t h  t h e  b r e t h r e n . "  

- - M r .  & M r s .  Donald Peabody (Rowland H e i g h t s ,  CA) 

" G r e e t i n g s  once a g a i n .  I must  e x p r e s s  much t h a n k s  fo r  t h e  oppor-  
t u n i t y  w e  had t h i s  p a s t  weekend, s e e i n g  M r .  Armstrong and h e a r i n g  
f r o m  him and a l so  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  f e l l o w s h i p  a t  t h e  d a n c e . "  

- -Regina ld  N i c h o l a s  ( P a s a d e n a ,  CAI 

" L a s t  n i g h t  w e  had t h e  g r e a t e s t  dance  ever. The Hollywood 
P a l l a d i u m  s p a r k l e d  w i t h  e x c i t e d ,  happy faces, c r y s t a l  c h a n d e l i e r s ,  
and t h e  c lear ,  m e l l o w  t o n e s  of good music .  Thousands of p e o p l e  
e n j o y e d  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  o f  f a i t h f u l n e s s  t o  t h e  t r u e  G o d . "  

- - P e t e r  H u l t i n  ( P a s a d e n a ,  CAI 

Impac t  of t h e  Church on I n d i v i d u a l s  

' '1 read t h e  B i b l e  and  have  walked  w i t h  C h r i s t  t h r o u g h  m o s t  of my 
l i f e ,  and I f i n d  t h a t  t h e  Worldwide Church of God i s  t r u l y  i n  t h e  
f o r e f r o n t  of d o i n g  t h e  work t h a t  C h r i s t  i n t e n d e d  f o r  t h e  Church t o  
do. I' 

- - M r .  & M r s .  Robert Fremen (Garden Grove, CAI 

"My l -1 /2-year -o ld  d a u g h t e r  and I l i v e  a l o n e  and  have  depended on 
t h e  Church fo r  s u p p o r t  f o r  s o m e  t i m e .  I a m  so t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h e  
b l e s s i n g  and  s e c u r i t y  o f  knowing God's ' o r p h a n s  and  widows' w i l l  
b e  p r o v i d e d  f o r .  I ' m  n o t  a b l e  t o  g i v e  an  o f f e r i n g  v e r y  o f t e n ,  b u t  
when I do  come i n t o  some money I t r y  t o  show my a p p r e c i a t i o n  
fo r  what  God h a s  done f o r  u s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  l e a s t  I c o u l d  do t o  show 
my love and t h a n k s . "  

--L. D a r n e l 1  (Texas)  

"When I came i n t o  t h e  Church I w a s  unemployed, i n  debt ,  n o  occupa-  
t i o n a l  o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o s p e c t s ,  no  p l a c e  t o  l i v e ,  and  r e c e n t l y  
d i v o r c e d  due t o  my r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s .  
an  e x c e l l e n t  pay ing  j o b  g i v e n  by God, my d e b t s  a r e  p a i d ,  I have  a 
new car,  and t h e  o u t l o o k  i s  r a t h e r  b r i g h t .  God ;has  i n d e e d  b l e s s e d  
m e  v e r y  w e l l . "  

--Michael Morr i son  ( O t t a w a ,  KS) 

Now I a m  happy t o  s a y  I have 
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" A f t e r  r e a d i n g  E l l e n  G .  W h i t e ' s ,  THE GREAT CONTROVERSY, and t h e n  
your  l i t e r a t u r e  and  books ,  I have n o  doub t  t h a t  I have been  a t t e n d -  
i n g  and s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  wrong c h u r c h  f o r  y e a r s .  I would l i k e  t o  know 
w h e r e  the n e a r e s t  Worldwide Church of G o d  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  my a r e a . "  

- - C . F .  J r .  ( P o r t  R ichey ,  F L )  

" M r .  Armst rong . .  . h a s  w r i t t e n  t o  m e  o f t e n  fo r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  and 
s e n d s  The P L A I N  TRUTH f r e e .  Of a l l  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  
c o n t i n u a l l y  a s k  m e  t o  buy someth ing ,  o r  a s k  f o r  money, your  church  
i n  a l l  t h e s e  y e a r s  h a s  n e v e r  a sked  m e  f o r  a dime. T h a t ' s  why I am 
e n c l o s i n g  a check .  " 

- -Lee  Xa l tby  ( S a n t a  Monica, CA) 

Praise  C o n t i n u e s  f o r  L i t e r a t u r e  

"I have  s e n t  away t o  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  
ma te r i a l s  .... B u t  m o s t  o f  my l e a r n i n g  i s  coming from you. I a m  
t h i n k i n g  m o r e  and l e a r n i n g  more and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  more f r o m  y o u . "  

- - A l e x  Rodriguez ( A r l e t a ,  CA) 

"I have  been  r e a d i n g  your  l i t e r a t u r e  fo r  s o m e  f i v e  o r  s i x  y e a r s  
now. I e n j o y  i t  v e r y  much. I f i n d  a l l  your  l i t e r a t u r e  v e r y  en-  
l i g h t e n i n g  and as of y e t  I have  n e v e r  found a n y t h i n g  you have  s e n t  
m e  t h a t  t h e  B i b l e  w o n ' t  back  u p . "  

--Walter Wilson ( A l e x a n d e r ,  N C )  

' ' 1  e n j o y  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i v e  l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  y o u ' v e  been s e n d i n g  m e  
which h e l p s  keep  m e  aware of t h e  eve r -worsen ing  c o n d i t i o n s  around 
m e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  b e t t e r  knowledge o f  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s .  How I wish  
eve ryone  would wake up b e f o r e  i t ' s  r e a l l y  too l a t e . "  

--John P r i c e  ( M e r r i c k ,  N Y )  

"Thank you so v e r y  much f o r  your  b o o k l e t s .  I t  s e e m s  t h e  more I 
r e a d  them t h e  more I want  t o  r e a d  them b e c a u s e  I a m  l e a r n i n g  f a r  
more now t h a n  ever a b o u t  t h e  Word o f  God and w h a t ' s  r e a l l y  r i g h t  
and  wrong. I t r u s t  y o u r  c h u r c h .  I h a v e n ' t  t r u s t e d  a l o t  of c h u r c h e s  
i n  t h e  p a s t ,  b u t  I t r u s t  i n  y o u r s . "  

--D.B., ( S o u t h  Bend, I N )  

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

AFGHANISTAN CRISIS CRACKS THE WESTERN ALLIANCE: The S o v i e t  Union i s  
r e a p i n g  a s i d e - b e n e f i t  from i t s  " d e f e n s i v e  a g g r e s s i o n "  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n .  
T h e  NATO all iance i s  now c l e a r l y  d i v i d e d  be tween a Franco-German approach  
t o  t h e  S o v i e t  Union and  an  Anglo-Saxon approach .  

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  M a r g a r e t  T h a t c h e r  h a s  become E u r o p e ' s  s t r o n g e s t  s u p p o r t e r  
of P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r ' s  p o l i c y  on I r a n  and A f q h a n i s t a n .  M r s .  T h a t c h e r ' s  
C o n s e r v a t i v e  government  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  i n  Europe t o  show u n h e s i t a t i n g  
s u p p o r t  f o r  almost e v e r y  measure adop ted  b y  t h e  Ca r t e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  
i t s  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Kremlin o v e r  A f g h a n i s t a n .  
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"The Un i t ed  S t a t e s  i s  t h e  f i n a l  g u a r a n t o r  o f  European s e c u r i t y , "  Mrs. 
T h a t c h e r  t o l d  t h e  House of  Commons t h e  o t h e r  day .  "They are  g i v i n g  c lear  
l e a d e r s h i p ,  and w e  s h o u l d  back them." 

One F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  s o u r c e  t o l d  t h e  A s s o c i a t e d  Press: "What h a s  made Y r s .  
T h a t c h e r ' s  s u p p o r t  d i f f e r e n t  f rom o t h e r  a l l i e s  i s  t h a t  s h e  h a s  backed up 
her w o r d s  w i t h  c o n c r e t e  a c t i o n s .  She i s  conv inced  t h a t  B r i t a i n ' s  l o t  
-- l i e s  w i t h  America." ( S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  o t h e r  w h i t e  Common- 
w e a l t h  [ E p h r a i m i t e ]  n a t i o n s  such  as  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  Fraser  of A u s t r a l i a  
and P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  Muldoon of  New Zealand have a l s o  come o u t  i n  s u p p o r t  
of t h e  U . S . - B r i t i s h  p o s i t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  r e t a l i a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  Moscow.) 

-- 

M r s .  T h a t c h e r ' s  i n s t a n t a n e o u s - - a l m o s t  i n s t i n c t i v e - - r e s p o n s e  t o  a i d  t h e  
U . S .  c a u s e  c o n t r a s t e d  s h a r p l y  w i t h  i n i t i a l  d o u b t s  and handwringing  i n  
European c a p i t a l s ,  m o s t  n o t a b l y  Bonn and P a r i s .  

"There  i s  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  wor ld  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  come upon 
d i f f i c u l t  t i m e s , "  s a i d  W e s t  German C h a n c e l l o r  Helmut Schmidt  i n  one of  
h i s  f i r s t  p o s t - A f g h a n i s t a n  comments. "But  t h i s  i s  no  t i m e  f o r  ne rvous -  
n e s s ,  cr ies  of c r i s i s ,  o r  s h a r p  t o n e s . "  O t h e r  o f f i c i a l s  i n  S c h m i d t ' s  
p a r t y ,  t h e  S o c i a l  D e m o c r a t s ,  p l a y e d  down t h e  A f g h a n i s t a n  c r i s i s  too.  One ,  
a F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  o f f i c i a l  sa id :  "Which i s  more i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  West 
a s  a whole--West B e r l i n  o r  Kabul?"  

Across t h e  Rhine ,  P r e s i d e n t  G i s c a r d  d ' E s t a i n g  of F r a n c e  a l m o s t  de fended  
--or a t  l ea s t  p a r t i a l l y  e x p l a i n e d  away--the S o v i e t  i n v a s i o n  by s t a t i n g  
t h a t  i t  w a s  " n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  programmed," b u t  t h a t  " p e r h a p s  i t  h a s  been 
d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  i n t e r n a l  s i t u a t i o n  of  A f g h a n i s t a n .  ' I  

The c o n t i n e n t a l s  f i n a l l y  succumbed t o  mounting p r e s s u r e  f rom Washington,  
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  own p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  (The S o v i e t s '  i n t e r n a l  e x i l i n g  
of d i s s i d e n t  Andre i  Sakharov  a l s o  w a s  a f a c t o r ) .  Y e t  i t  took  u n t i l  
F e b r u a r y  6 f o r  F rance  and W e s t  Germany t o  denounce t h e  K r e m l i n  f o r  i t s  
i n v a s i o n  of A f g h a n i s t a n .  A t  t h e  end of a th ree -day  summit m e e t i n g ,  
French  P r e s i d e n t  V a l e r y  G i s c a r d  d ' E s t a i n g  and W e s t  German C h a n c e l l o r  
Helmut Schmidt  i s s u e d  a d e c l a r a t i o n  r e a f f i r m i n g  t h e i r  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  
Nor th  A t l a n t i c  T r e a t y  O r g a n i z a t i o n  and t h e i r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  honor  
t h e i r  a l l i a n c e  commitments. 

The t w o  l e a d e r s  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  E a s t - W e s t  d e t e n t e  "would n o t  w i t h s t a n d  
a n o t h e r  shock o f  t h e  same o r d e r "  a s  t h e  Afahan i n v a s i o n .  and t o l d  t h e  
S o v i e t  Union t h a t  a w i t h d r a w a l  of S o v i e t  f o r c e s  i s  n e c e s s a r y  "if d i s -  
c u s s i o n s  on which s e c u r i t y  and t h e  f u t u r e  peace  depend" are t o  succeed .  

More t o  Lose 

The t w o  t r a n s - R h i n e  powers  are much more conce rned  a b o u t  t h e  immediate  
i m p a c t  o f  a f a l l b a c k  from d e t e n t e  t h a n  are B r i t i a n  and t h e  U.S. They 
s t a n d  more t o  lose.  "The European desire t o  p r e s e r v e  d e t e n t e  w i t h  t h e  
S o v i e t  Union, ' '  r e p o r t e d  T i m e  magazine i n  i t s  F e b r u a r y  6 ,  1 9 8 0  e d i t i o n ,  
' 'is h e a v i l y  colored b y  s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  P u t  s i m p l y ,  Europe i s  making 
money o u t  of d e t e n t e .  L a s t  y e a r  European Community e x p o r t s  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  
Union amounted t o  an  e s t i m a t e d  $ 8 . 2  b i l l i o n  ( a s  compared w i t h  U.S. 
e x p o r t s  f o r  t h e  same y e a r ,  m o s t l y  i n  t h e  form o f  g r a i n  and o t h e r  farm 
p roduce ,  wor th  o n l y  $ 3 . 3  b i l l i o n ) .  W e s t  Germany, I t a l y  and F r a n c e  are  
c o u n t i n g  on S o v i e t  n a t u r a l  g a s  t o  h e l p  m e e t  e n e r g y  demands i n  t h e  o i l -  
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s c a r c e  y e a r s  ahead ,  and a Western European c o n s o r t i u m  w i l l  b u i l d  a p i p e -  
l i n e  t o  b r i n g  t h e  g a s  w e s t .  The U.S.S.R. i s  a l s o  p r o v i d i n g  3 0 %  o f  t h e  
e n r i c h e d  uranium t h a t  f u e l s  European n u c l e a r  reactors .  West Germany i s  
a l s o  a n x i o u s  t o  a v o i d  new S o v i e t  p r e s s u r e s  a g a i n s t  W e s t  B e r l i n  o r  any 
i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  v i s i t s  of i t s  c i t i z e n s  t o  E a s t  German r e l a t i v e s . "  

The Franco-German approach  seems t o  i n v o l v e  e x p r e s s i n g  s t r o n g  d i s p l e a s u r e  
t o  Moscow--but t h e n  t r y i n g  t o  q e t  d e t e n t e  back on t h e  r a i l s  w i t h o u t  t o o  
much d i s r u p t i o n  of t r a d e .  

The French, of course,  are  a t t e m p t i n g  above a l l  t o  stress t h e  independ-  
e n c e  of  t h e i r  F o r e i g n  po l i cy - -even  thouyh t h e y  migh t  end up d o i n g  t r s a m e  
t h i n g  t h e  U . S .  and t h e  o t h e r  NATO powers do .  P a r i s  must  n o t  g i v e  t h e  
i m p r e s s i o n  i t  i s  b e i n g  d i c t a t e d  t o  by Washington.  

"The F rench  way o u t  of t h i s  c o r n e r , "  r e p o r t s  L . A .  T i m e s  P a r i s  correspond- 
e n t  Don Cook, " w i l l  be t o  announce t h a t  i t  i s  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  
a g g r e s s i o n  by a c t i n g  i n  c o n c e r t  w i t h  members of t h e  European Common 
Market--but n o t  i n  c o n c e r t  w i t h  NATO. T h a t ,  i n  t h e  F rench  v iew,  would 
e l i m i n a t e  any  a p p e a r a n c e  t h a t  t h e y  a re  c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  w i t h  
t h o s e  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

"For -- the  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  a major c r i s i s  i n  E a s t - W e s t  r e l a t i o n s ,  -- t h e  W e s t  
German government  i s  l i n i n g  up w i t h  t h e F r e n c h  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  Americans,  
and t h i s  i s  s u r e l y o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  s e r i o u s  d i p l o m a t i c  deve lopments  of t h e  

--- -- 

p r e s e n t  crisis.  I '  

Concludes Cook: "HOW w i l l  t h e  S o v i e t  Union a t t e m p t  t o  p l a y  on t h i s  
obv ious  s p l i t  i n  t h e  NATO a l l i a n c e ?  P e r h a p s  by  t r y i n g  t o  w o o  t h e  F rench  
and t h e  Germans b a c k  i n t o  cozy  d e t e n t e  and t o  d e t a c h  t h e  B r i t i s h  and 
Amer icans ,  who are more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  S o v i e t  a d v e n t u r e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  NATCI 
are a. " 

J a m e s  0. Goldsborough,  an  e x p e r t  on European power r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a l s o  
draws a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  growing s p l i t  i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c  A l l i a n c e  o v e r  t h e  
approach  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  bloc. I n  t h e  Los Angeles  T i m e s  of F e b r u a r y  3 ,  
he w r i t e s :  

"While w e  have  been  n e g o t i a t i n g  arms and s e l l i n g  g r a i n ,  c o n t i n e n t a l  
Western Europe h a s  deve loped  a m o r e  o r g a n i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  S o v i e t  
Union and E a s t e r n  Europe.  West Germany today  i s  t h e  main Western t r a d i n a  
p a r t n e r  f o r  e v e r y  n a t i o n  i n  E a s t e r n  Europe.  S o v i e t  e x p o r t s  of o i l  and 
n a t u r a l  g a s  t o  Western Europe have  become Moscow's ma jo r  source of h a r d  
c u r r e n c y .  R u s s i a  h a s  become Western E u r o p e ' s  p r i n c i p a l  s u p p l i e r  of 
e n r i c h e d  uranium. 

"The r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  n o t  j u s t  economics.  Europe h a s  n o t  had a B e r l i n  
c r i s i s  s i n c e  t h e  W e s t  German O s t p o l i t i k - - t h e  e f f o r t  t o  improve r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  E a s t e r n  Europe--was l aunched  a decade  ago.  

" D e t e n t e  h a s  t a k e n  on p o l i t i c a l  r e a l i t y  i n  c o n t i n e n t a l  Europe and con- 
s t i t u e n c i e s  have  grown up t o  s u p p o r t  it. I n  F r a n c e ,  n o  i m p o r t a n t  p o l i t -  
i c a l  p a r t y  opposes  improved r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  Union ( w h i l e  s e v e r a l  
oppose improved r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s ) .  
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" A l l  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  t e n d  t o  push t h e  Europeans  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  - -  of  a 
European ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  an A t l a n t i c ,  -~ p o l i c y .  Over t h e  p a s t  few yea r s  w e  
have seen  s i g n s  o f  growing d i v e r g e n c e s - - i n  monetary  a f f a i r s ,  n u c l e a r  
p r o l i f e r a t i o n ,  economic p o l i c y  and a r m s  c o n t r o l .  Now t h e  d i v e r g e n c e  h a s  
s p r e a d  t o  d e t e n t e .  

___---- - - -  
-- 

"What g i v e s  t h e  'European '  v iew s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  t h e  convergence  between 
P a r i s  and Bonn. Though B r i t a i n  s t i l l  t e n d s  t o  s i d e  w i t h  u s  on t h e s e  
m a t t e r s ,  i t  o n l y  i s o l a t e s  London more w i t h i n  t h e  European community. 
On t h e  C o n t i n e n t  t h e r e  i s  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  Europe must  have  a s t r o n g e r ,  
more i n d e p e n d e n t  p o l i c y ,  one  t h a t ,  i n  a p h r a s e  used  by W i l l i e  B r a n d t  l a s t  
week, would make Europe a ' b r o k e r  between t h e  superpowers .  ' ' I  

--- 

- 

The Franco-German v e r s u s  Anglo-Saxon d i f f e r e n c e  toward d e t e n t e  comes a t  
t h e  v e r y  t i m e  when B r i t a i n ' s  s t a n d i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  EEC i s  a t  a l o w  ebb. 
The r u b  i s  t h e  s i z e  of B r i t a i n ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  EEC b u d a e t .  which 2 - I  

London c l a i m s  i s  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  too h i g h .  R e p o r t s  t h e  A s s o c i a t e d  Press 
f r o m  London : 

"Common Market  governments  have c o n s i s t e n t l y  r e b u f f e d  M r s .  T h a t c h e r ' s  
a t t e m p t s  t o  r e d u c e  B r i t a i n ' s  a s s e s s m e n t  f o r  t h e  community b u d g e t  by  s o m e  
$ 2 . 2 5  b i l l i o n .  The B r i t i s h  move h a s  c r e a t e d  ill w i l l  among marke t  
members, p a r t i c u l a r l y  F r a n c e  and  West Germany, whose 1eade;s c o n t i n u e  
t o  work t o g e t h e r  w i t h o u t  h e e d i n g  B r i t i s h  p l e a s .  " 

Watch f o r  t h e  Franco-German v e r s u s  Anglo-Saxon s p l i t  t o  widen.  

--Gene H .  Hogberg, N e w s  Bureau 


