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CHURCH N 0 T FIGHTING STATE 

L e t ' s  make it p l a i n  once f o r  a l l  t h a t  God ' s  
Church i s  N O T  f i g h t i n g  t h e  STATE. 

by  H e r b e r t  W .  Armstrong 

N O T I C E  NOW God 's  S c r i p t u r a l  t e a c h i n g  t o  H i s  Church i n  r e q a r d  t o  
whe the r  t h e  Cnurch s h o u l d  have "caved  i n "  ( t o  u s e  an  e x p r e s s i o n  of t h e  
l a w s u i t - g r a n t i n g  j u d g e )  t o  a l l o w  t h e  S t a t e  i l l e g a l l y  t o  t a k e  o v e r  a l l  
Church p r o p e r t i e s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  and t o  manage and o p e r a t e  GOD'S Church. 

I have  p r i n t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  t r u t h  a b o u t  Romans 1 3  and a l l i e d  p a s s a g e s .  
But  God ' s  Church e m p h a t i c a l l y  D I D  ACT a c c o r d i n g  t o  God ' s  own B i b l i c a l  
t e a c h i n g .  And t h e  f u l l  f a c t s  FROM THE B I B L E  a b o u t  t h a t  have n e v e r  y e t  
been p r i n t e d .  I g i v e  them t o  you now. 

F i r s t ,  remember t h i s :  N e i t h e r  God's Church n o r  i t s  l e a d e r s  have 
broken  any LAW O F  THE STATE. The S t a t e  h a s  n o  e v i d e n c e  of any  s u c h  un- 
l a w f u l  ac t s .  There  w e r e  f a l s e  a l l e g a t i o n s  made by d i s s e n t e r s  and former  
members, unsuppor t ed  by any f a c t s  o r  e v i d e n c e  w h a t s o e v e r .  

N e i t h e r  m y s e l f ,  M r .  Rader ,  n o r  t h e  Church had broken  any l a w .  WE 
WERE NOT CHARGED W I T H  BREAKING ANY LAW! 

I t  w a s  a c i v i l  a c t i o n  l a w s u i t .  UNLAWFULLY t h e  Deputy A t t o r n e y  Gen- 
e r a l  induced  a judge  i n  t h e  p r i v a c y  o f  h i s  chambers ,  t o  a p p o i n t  a R e c e i v e r  
--a p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d  and  ex - judge - - to  TAKE OVER p o s s e s s i o n  of Church prop-  
e r t y  and t h e  management of Church o p e r a t i o n s ,  w i t h o u t  e v e n  t h e  l e g a l l y -  
r e q u i r e d  n o t i c e .  

Now n o t i c e  what  w e  have  n o t  ment ioned  t o  you b e f o r e - - t h e  B I B L I C A L  
EXAMPLES AND TEACHING! 

A demon-possessed woman was p e s t e r i n g  P a u l  and S i l a s  a t  P h i l i p p i .  
P a u l  cas t  o u t  t h e  demon. The woman's rriasters, f i n d i n g  t h e i r  means of  
p r o f i t  gone ,  i nduced  t h e  magis t ra tes  t o  b e a t  P a u l  and  S i l a s  w i t h  many 
s t r i p e s  and  p u t  them i n  p r i s o n .  

P a u l  and S i l a s  w e r e  t w o  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  b u t  t h e  l e g a l  a c t i o n  w a s  t a k e n  
because  of  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n - - a c t u a l l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  Church! P a u l  and  S i l a s  
w e r e  s e i z e d  f o r c i b l y  and  u n a b l e  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  resist .  B U T ,  I N  PRISON, GOD 
D I D  THE RESISTING AGAINST THIS FALSE ARREST! 

Sudden ly ,  a t  m i d n i g h t ,  t h e r e  w a s  a g r e a t  e a r t h q u a k e .  Immedia t e ly  a l l  
t h e  d o o r s  of t h e  p r i s o n  w e r e  opened ,  and t h e  i r o n  bands  b i n d i n g  P a u l ' s  
and S i i a s '  feet  w e r e  l o o s e d .  T h i s  awakened t h e  p r i s o n  k e e p e r .  P a u l  spoke  
t o  him, h e  w a s  c o n v e r t e d ,  and  P a u l  b a p t i z e d  him. 
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Next morning ,  t h e  magis t ra tes  s e n t  word s a y i n g  t o  t h e  p r i s o n  k e e p e r ,  
" L e t  t h o s e  men g o . . .  But  P a u l  s a i d  u n t o  them, 'They have b e a t e n  u s  o p e n l y  
uncondemned, b e i n g  Romans, and have ca s t  u s  i n t o  p r i s o n ;  and  now do t h e y  
t h r u s t  u s  o u t  p r i v i l y ?  Nay v e r i l y :  b u t  l e t  them come t h e m s e l v e s  and  f e t c h  
u s  

P a u l ,  when he  had a c h a n c e ,  d i d  not  "cave i n .  " H e  demanded h i s  
r i g h t s  f r o m  t h e s e  government  o f f i c i a l s - - a f t e r  GOD by  a mirac le  had l o o s e d  
them i n  p r i s o n .  

I t  w a s  GOD'S WILL t h a t  HIS CHURCH be  DEFENDED AGAINST f a l s e  a t t a c k s  
by t h e  STATE: God Himself  s u p e r n a t u r a l l y  i n t e r p o s e d  i n  t h i s  d e f e n s e  
a g a i n s t  u n j u s t  and i l l e g a l  S t a t e  a c t i o n .  GOD'S MINISTERS and  CHURCH ICERE 
NOT F I G H T I N G  a g a i n s t  o r  harming t h e  S t a t e - - m e r e l y  D E F E N D I N G  CHURCH PRO-  
GRESS! I t ' s  t h e  same t o d a y .  

The above from A c t s  1 6 .  

I n  A c t s  1 7 ,  P a u l  went  t o  T h e s s a l o n i c a ,  and a s  P a u l ' s  manner w a s ,  he  
went  i n t o  a synagogue and  t h r e e  S a b b a t h  d a y s  r e a s o n e d  w i t h  t h e  J e w s  o u t  
of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  ( O . T . ) .  P a u l  was s t a y i n g  a t  t h e  house  o f  one  J a s o n .  
Some of  t h e  J e w s  b e l i e v e d  and f o l l o w e d  P a u l .  But  t h e  o t h e r s  w e r e  a n g r y ,  
and s o u g h t  o u t  s o m e  of t h e  lower  and m o r e  v i o l e n t  p e o p l e .  They a s s a u l t e d  
J a s o n ' s  home b u t  d i d  n o t  f i n d  P a u l .  Then t h e s e  a n g r y  J e w s  went t o  t h e  
C I V I L  GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES w i t h  f a l s e  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  P a u l  and  S i l a s .  

H e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  case. Did P a u l  "cave i n "  and a l l o w  t h e  C I V I L  GOVERN- 
MENT t o  STOP THE WORK O F  GOD'S CHURCH? NEVER! V e r s e  10-- the b r e t h r e n  
s e c r e t l y  s e n t  away P a u l  and  S i l a s  b y  n i g h t  t o  Berea .  

GOD WILLS THAT THE WORK O F  HIS CHURCH GO O N ,  NEVER STOPPED BY THE 
C I V I L  STATE! 

When t h e  angry ,Church-oppos ing  J e w s  a t  T h e s s a l o n i c a  h e a r d  t h a t  P a u l  
w a s  p r e a c h i n g  a t  Berea,  t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s  went  t o  Berea t o  s t i r  up t h e  
p e o p l e  and  t h e  c i v i l  government  t o  s t o p  t h e  Work o f  God. Bu t  P a u l  al- 
r e a d y  had r e a p e d  a h a r v e s t  a t  Berea. So he  l e f t  S i l a s  and Timothy t h e r e  
w h i l e  h e  went  on t o  Athens ,  t h e n  s e n d i n g  word f o r  S i l a s  and  Timothy t o  
j o i n  him. 

S a t a n  w a s  t o  c o n t i n u a l l y  u s e  t h e  c i v i l  government  powers to oppose  
God's  Church. P a u l  had d w e l t  i n  C o r i n t h  a y e a r  and  a h a l f .  Then when 
one G a l l i o  w a s  t h e  Deputy of Achaia  [ A c t s  18:12], t h e  o p p o s i n g  J e w s  had 
P a u l  b r o u g h t  t o  C o u r t .  But  h e r e  w a s  one  judge  t h a t  r e f u s e d  t o  j u d g e  t h e  
CHURCH, u n l e s s  i t s  c h i e f  A p o s t l e  had v i o l a t e d  a l a w .  But  t h e  u n b e l i e v i n q  
J e w s  t ook  S o s t h e n e s ,  chief  r u l e r  of  t h e  synagogue WHO BELIEVED,  and b e a t  
him i n  C o u r t .  

La ter ,  a t  J e r u s a l e m ,  u n b e l i e v i n g  J e w s  r a i s e d  a t u m u l t  a g a i n s t  P a u l .  
F i n a l l y  h e  w a s  s e i z e d  by Roman o f f i c e r s  and s o l d i e r s ,  and t a k e n  t o  t h e  
p a l a c e  [ A c t s  2 1 : 3 7 ] .  P a u l  begged t h e  c h i e f  o f f i c e r  t o  a l l o w  him t o  speak  
t o  t h e  p e o p l e .  Speak ing  i n  Hebrew, P a u l  s a id ,  "%en, b r e t h r e n  and f a t h e r s ,  
h e a r  y e  my d e f e n s e  which I make now u n t o  you ."  

P a u l  D I D  NOT FIGHT AGAINST t h e  Roman government ,  n o r  a g a i n s t  the  
Jewish p e o p l e .  But  h e  D I D  DEFEND HIMSELF AGAINST FALSE CHARGES! And 
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t h a t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  what  God ' s  Church i s  d o i n q  t o d a y .  W e  a re  N O T  f i g h t i n g  
a g a i n s t  t h e  S t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a .  W e  are  D E F E N D I N G  God ' s  Church ,  God's  
Work, and God 's  m i n i s t e r s - - n o t  a t t a c k i n g  o r  f i q h t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  S t a t e .  

N o w  c o n t i n u e  t h e  A p o s t l e  P a u l ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  b e i n g  a t t a c k e d  b y  d i s -  
b e l i e v i n g  J e w s  and Roman Government a u t h o r i t i e s  : 

The u n b e l i e v i n g  J e w s  l i s t e n e d  a w h i l e ,  t h e n  se t  up a loud  t u m u l t ,  
s h o u t i n g ,  "Away w i t h  such  a f e l l o w  from t h e  e a r t h :  f o r  it i s  n o t  f i t  t h a t  
he s h o u l d  l i v e . "  The c h i e f  Roman c a p t a i n s  o r d e r e d  P a u l  b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  
c a s t l e ,  and bound w i t h  t h o n g s  [ A c t s  2 2 : 2 2 - 2 5 1 .  

They were p r e p a r i n g  t o  b e a t  him w i t h  s t r i p e s .  I n s t e a d  o f  so meekly 
SUBMITTING as  enemies  of God ' s  Work t o d a y  t h i n k  th? Church o u g h t  t o  d o ,  
P a u l  s a i d  t o  t h e  C e n t u r i a n  s t a n d i n g  b y ,  " I s  it l a w f u l  f o r  you t o  s c o u r g e  
a man t h a t  is a Roman, and  uncondemned?" [ v e r s e  25.1 The S t a t e  o f  
C a l i f o r n i a  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  TAKE POSSESSION of Church property, and Church 
management - - f i r ing  C h r i s t ' s  chosen  A p o s t l e  and t h e  T r e a s u r e r ,  and 
a p p o i n t i n g  Wayne Cole  (whom w e  know now w a s  i n  on t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  s e v e r a l  
weeks b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  3 ,  1 9 7 9 )  a s  Chief  O f f i c e r  of  t h e  Church unde r  t h e  
R e c e i v e r .  W e  DEFENDED t h e  Church and i t s  p r o p e r t y ,  as  PAUL DEFENDED H I Y -  
SELF WHEN FALSELY ACCUSED! Con t inue :  

Next  morning ,  t h e y  allowed P a u l  t o  face h i s  a c c u s e r s .  Now A c t s  23. 
P a u l  now used  s t r a t e g y  t o  d i v i d e  h i s  a c c u s e r s ,  DEFENDING h i m s e l f  and  t h e  
WORK OF GOD. Some of t h e  J e w s  w e r e  P h a r i s e e s ,  s o m e  Sadducees .  The 
Sadducees  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  b u t  P h a r i s e e s  d i d .  P a u l  
c r i e d  o u t ,  i n  t h i s  Roman C o u r t ,  "Men and b r e t h r e n ,  I a m  a P h a r i s e e ,  t h e  
son of a P h a r i s e e :  Of t he  hope and r e s u r r e c t i o n  of t h e  dead  I a m  c a l l e d  
i n  q u e s t i o n "  [ v e r s e  6 1 .  

Immedia t e ly  t h i s  s t i r r e d  a d i s s e n t i o n  between t h e  Sadducees  and 
P h a r i s e e s ,  and P a u l ' s  a c c u s e r s  WERE D I V I D E D !  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  OUR a c c u s e r s  
i n  t h i s  c i v i l  l a w s u i t  t o d a y  are now p r e t t y  w e l l  d i v i d e d  among themse lves !  
Men f i l l e d  w i t h  mal ice ,  r e s e n t m e n t  and b i t t e r n e s s  do n o t  make good bed- 
f e l l o w s  ! 

The P h a r i s e e s  t h e n  c r i e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e y  found no  e v i l  i n  P a u l .  The 
c h i e f  Roman C a p t a i n ,  f e a r i n g  f o r  P a u l ' s  s a f e t y  i n  t h e  f i g h t  between 
P h a r i s e e s  and Sadducees ,  commanded t h e  Roman soldiers  t o  t a k e  Paul f r o m  
t h e s e  f i g h t i n g  J e w s  and t a k e  him t o  t h e  cas t le .  T h a t  n i g h t  C h r i s t  spoke 
t o  P a u l  t o  b e  o f  good c h e e r - - t h e r e  w a s  much m o r e  f o r  him t o  do. P a u l  
l e a r n e d  o f  a c o n s p i r a c y  of J e w s  t o  k i l l  him t h e  n e x t  day.  P a u l  q o t  word 
t o  t h e  Chief  C a p t a i n  [verses 1 6 - 1 7 1 .  

Then t h e  Chief  C a p t a i n  of t h e  Roman army c a l l e d  t w o  c e n t u r i a n s  ( o v e r  
2 0 0  s o l d i e r s )  and 200 spearmen and h o r s e s ,  and by n i g h t  P a u l  was sped t o  
F e l i x , t h e  Roman Governor .  Governor F e l i x  i n s i s t e d  P a u l  f a c e  h i s  a c c u s e r s ,  
who w e r e  commanded t o  come t o  Caesarea. 

Now A c t s  2 4 .  A f t e r  f i v e  d a y s  Ananias  t h e  h i q h  p r i e s t  and J e w i s h  
e l d e r s  a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  F e l i x ,  P a u l  f a c i n g  them. They a c c u s e d  P a u l  of 
s e d i t i o n  a g a i n s t  R o m e ,  p l a i n l y  showing t h a t  P a u l  w a s  p r e a c h i n g  t h e  K I N G D O M  
O F  GOD. 

F e l i x  d e l a y e d  judgment .  O u r  c o u r t s  t o d a y  g i v e  u s  d e l a y  a f t e r  d e l a y .  
P a u l  w a s  d e l a y e d  t h e r e  t w G  y e a r s .  Then one F e s t u s  was sg?nt t o  t a k e  o v e r  
t h e  Governor sh ip .  
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Now A c t s  2 5 .  The J e w s  came down from J e r u s a l e m  t o  a c c u s e  P a u l ,  
s t a n d i n g  b e f o r e  F e s t u s .  They a c c u s e d  him of many t h i n g s ,  j u s t  a s  o u r  
fo rmer  r e s e n t f u l  members have  a c c u s e d  us--BUT COULD PROVE N O T H I N G - - a s  
n e i t h e r  can  o u r  a c c u s e r s !  

But  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n  F e s t u s  w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  do t h e  J e w s  a f a v o r ,  and 
s u g g e s t e d  P a u l  go  t o  J e r u s a l e m  t o  b e  t r i e d .  Then s a i d  P a u l :  "I s t a n d  
a t  Caesar's judgment s e a t  where I o u g h t  t o  b e  judged"  [ v e r s e  101. P a u l  
DEFENDED HIMSELF. Some of o u r  fo rmer  m e m b e r s  would s a y  P a u l  w a s  S u r e l y  
wrong. Then P a u l  APPEALED TO CAESAR, j u s t  a s  w e  t o d a y  a re  a p p e a l i n g  t o  
t h e  Supreme C o u r t ,  and by p r a y e r s  t o  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  of Heaven where 
J e s u s  C h r i s t  s i t s  w i t h  t h e  F a t h e r  on t h e  Throne! 

The A p o s t l e  P a u l  d i d  n o t  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  J e w s  a t  J e r u s a l e m ,  n o r  
a g a i n s t  Caesar's Government. W e  t oday  do  n o t  f i g h t  a q a i n s t ,  t o  harm, o u r  
fa lse  a c c u s e r s ,  and w e  do n o t  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a .  

Was P a u l  wrong? 

A r e  w e  wrong, f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s a m e  i d e n t i c a l  p r o c e d u r e s ?  

Romans 13 I have  gone i n t o  a number of t i m e s .  T h a t  i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  
any c i t i z e n  of a c o u n t r y  b e i n g  s u b j e c t ,  a s  an  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t o  t h e  l a w  of 
man. I n  t h a t  r e s p e c t  w e  are a l l  SUBJECT i n  t h e  s a m e  way. But  t h i s  i s  
NOT a CHARGE of l a w  v i o l a t i o n  a g a i n s t  an  i n d i v i d u a l .  I t  i s  an a t t a c k  t o  
TAKE OVER, CONFISCATE ALL PROPERTY, AND RULE G O D ' S  CHURCH, on no  e v i d e n c e .  
T h i s  i s  a h o r s e  of  an a l t o g e t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  c o l o r !  

The High C o u r t  o f  Heaven w i l l  g i v e  u s  t h e  v i c t o r y .  Meanwhile G O D ' S  
WORK GOES ON STRONGER THAN EVER! 

W e  e x p e c t e d  p e r s e c u t i o n .  S a t a n  h a s  thrown a t  u s  h i s  " t rump c a r d "  
t h i s  t i m e .  J e s u s  C h r i s t  h a s  n e v e r ,  and w i l l  n e v e r ,  f o r s a k e  us!  

* * * * * *  

THE B I G  NEWS R I G H T  NOW ----- 
b y  Herbert W. Armstrong 

The B I G  NEWS i n  world " p r o g r e s s "  backward toward  t h e  GREAT TRIBULA- 
T I O N  and ARMAGEDDON i s  w h a t ' s  g o i n g  on s e c r e t l y  between h e a d s  o f  European 
n a t i o n s  and t h e  Vat ican- -and  w h a t ' s  g o i n g  on w i t h  e q u a l  s e c r e c y  between 
Leonid Brezhnev  and o t h e r  Kremlin l e a d e r s .  

I m p o r t a n t  news i s  happen ing  r i g h t  now--but t h e  newspapers  and TV news 
are  n o t  g e t t i n g  it. 

Meanwhile spo r t s -minded  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  U.S .A .  are r e c o v e r i n g  from 
w a t c h i n g  t h e  W i n t e r  Olympic G a m e s  on ABC-TV and t h e  w i n n e r s  b e i n g  embraced 
by P r e s i d e n t  Carter a t  t h e  White House. And, o f  c o u r s e ,  p o l i t i c a l l y -  
minded America i s  a w a i t i n g  b r e a t h l e s s l y  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  P r e s i d e n -  
t i a l  P r imary  i n  t h e  s m a l l - p o p u l a t i o n  s t a t e  of  New Hampshire .  TV news t h i s  
e v e n i n g  [Feb.25]  i s  showing p o l i t i c a l  c a n d i d a t e s  i n  N e w  Hampshire showing 
o f f  t h e i r  best s m i l e s  ( s m i l e s  won t h e  e l e c t i o n  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r )  and 
t h e  u s u a l  k i s s i n g  of  b a b i e s .  
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But  t h e  a l r e a d y - e l e c t e d  King of t h e  whole w o r l d ,  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  does  
n o t  have  t o  campaign i n  t h a t  f a s h i o n .  

The winning  o f  f i v e  g o l d  medals  migh t  t e a c h  some of  u s  a l e s s o n  i n  
p e r s e v e r a n c e  and d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  E r i c  Heiden d i d  n o t  r e a l l y  win  t h o s e  f i v e  
s k a t i n g  r e c o r d s  a t  t h e  Olympic G a m e s .  H e  won them by l o n g ,  c o n t i n u o u s  
weeks and months of g r u e l i n g  t r a i n i n a ,  even w i t h  s p e c i a l  machines  t o  de-  
v e l o p  leg  m u s c l e s .  Tha t  a rduous  t r a i n i n g  p u t  him i n  b e t t e r  c o n d i t i o n  and 
w i t h  s t r o n g e r  musc le s  where s k a t i n q  r e q u i r e s  them t h a n  h i s  Russ i an  o r  E a s t  
German o r  Swedish c o m p e t i t o r s .  H e  s imp ly  had what  i t  t a k e s .  I t  migh t  be  
a l e s s o n  i n  some o f  t h e  l a w s  of s u c c e s s .  I t  r e q u i r e d  p a t i e n c e ,  s t e a d f a s t -  
n e s s ,  d e t e r m i n e d  endurance - - the  same a s  o u r  b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  o u r s e l v e s  and 
t h e  d e v i l  i n  overcoming.  

But  be s u r e  i m p o r t a n t  NEWS h a s  happened d u r i n g  t h i s  p a s t  week, even  
i f  n o t  exposed  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  as  y e t .  

P r e s i d e n t  T i t o  seems t o  be l i v i n g  on--no.news t h e  p a s t  days  a b o u t  h i s  
s u p p o s e d l y  imminent d e a t h .  Maybe h e ' s  o u t l i v i n g  t h o s e  who p r o c l a i m e d  him 
dead o r  d y i n g ,  j u s t  a s  I am. I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  a l t h o u g h  d u r i n g  t h i s  f l u  
ep idemic  I ' v e  had  a sore t h r o a t  and head c o l d ,  i t  h a s  n e v e r  been s e r i o u s  
and i s  a b o u t  gone. R e g a r d l e s s ,  d o n ' t  s t o p  p r a y i n g  f o r  m e ,  p l e a s e .  

ATTORNEY GENERAL THWARTED I N  ATTEMPT TO HAVE CHURCH HELD I N  CONTEMPT 

Monday, F e b r u a r y  2 5 t h ,  Church a t t o r n e y s  a p p e a r e d  i n  L.A. S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  
t o  h o l d  o f f  t h e  s t r i v i n g s  o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l .  Deputy 
A. G .  Lauren B r a i n a r d  u rged  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  Judge  Neil t o  h o l d  t h e  Church 
and i t s  o f f i c e r s  i n  con tempt  of  c o u r t .  Bra i r ra rd  w a s  n o t  happy w i t h  t h e  
r e s u l t s  of M r .  R a d e r ' s  c o u r t - o r d e r e d  d e p o s i t i o n ,  n o r  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  l e g a l  
measu res  t h e  Church had  u n d e r t a k e n  t o  p r o t e c t  i t s  r i g h t s .  

- 

Judge  W e i l  r e f u s e d  t o  h o l d  t h e  Church o r  i t s  o f f i c e r s  i n  con tempt .  The 
Judge  s a i d  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  see no w i l l f u l  r e f u s a l  t o  obey  any c o u r t  o r d e r .  
H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  Church w a s  a c t i n g  p r o p e r l y  t o  p r o t e c t  i t s e l f  i n  l i g h t  
o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it w a s  a w a i t i n g  h i g h e r  c o u r t  r u l i n g s  on several  of t h e s e  
i s s u e s .  H e  p e r c e i v e d  a c c u r a t e l y  t h a t  much w a s  a t  s t a k e  i f  t h e  Church w e r e  
t o  n e g l e c t  i t s  r i g h t s .  

Judge  \Veil a l s o  g r a n t e d  a s t a y  f o r  t h i r t y  days  of a l l  d i s c o v e r y  by t h e  
S t a t e ,  pend ing  d e c i s i o n s  by t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Supreme C o u r t  and t h e  U . S .  
Supreme C o u r t  on d i f f e r e n t  ma t t e r s  b e f o r e  them. Al though t h i s  r u l i n g  
does  h e l p  t h e  Church and w e  can be g l a d  t h a t  Judge  W e i l  showed some 
s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  the  enormously  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  i n  t h e  case, n e v e r t h e l e s s  
t h e  l e g a l  mat ters  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a day-by-day s t r u g g l e .  The u n r e l e n t i n g  
p r a y e r s  of  a l l  t h e  m i n i s t r y  and t h e  l o c a l  b r e t h r e n  a re  s t i l l  v i t a l  i n  
s t a y i n g  t h e  hands  of t h o s e  who would a t t e m p t  t o  d i s r u p t  and d e s t r o y  t h e  
Church and Work of God Almighty! 



PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, F e b u r a r y  2 8 ,  1 9 8 0  Page 6 

FROM MINISTERIAL S E R V I C E S  

M r .  Rader Speaks  t o  B r e t h r e n  i n  P i t t s b u r g h  

On t h e  S a b b a t h  o f  F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  1 9 8 0 ,  s p e c i a l  services w e r e  h e l d  i n  
P i t t s b u r g h ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a  f o r  b r e t h r e n  t o  hear Mr. S t a n l e y  R a d e r  speak 
and t o  v i e w  t h e  documentary ,  "Church Versus  S t a t e . "  I n  s p i t e  of a f l u  
e p i d e m i c ,  1 , 7 0 0  b r e t h r e n  from e i g h t  d i f f e r e n t  Church a r e a s  w e r e  i n  
a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  S o l d i e r ' s  and S a i l o r ' s  M e m o r i a l  H a l l .  

A f t e r  services w e r e  opened w i t h  p r a y e r  t h e  documentary w a s  viewed by t h e  
b r e t h r e n ,  a t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  which t h e i r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  w a s  shown by 
e n t h u s i a s t i c  a p p l a u s e .  M r .  Don Lawson, p a s t o r  of t h e  P i t t s b u r q h  c h u r c h e s ,  
t h e n  i n t r o d u c e d  M r .  Rader who w a s  g r e e t e d  w i t h  a long  round of a p p l a u s e .  

M r .  Rader began by  acknowledging and t h a n k i n g  t h e  b r e t h r e n  f r o m  P i t t s -  
bu rgh ,  as w e l l  a s  t h e  b r e t h r e n  from a l l  t h e  o t h e r  a reas ,  f o r  s t a n d i n g  
b e h i n d  the  Work o f  God d u r i n g  t h i s  t r y i n g  p e r i o d .  Then h e  went  o n  t o  
f u r t h e r  d e s c r i b e  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  M r .  Armstrong and  d e t a i l e d  t h e  
r i g o r o u s  s c h e d u l e  M r .  Armstrong m a i n t a i n s ,  working r e l e n t l e s s l y  hour  
a f t e r  hour  w r i t i n g  and mee t ing  w i t h  d e p a r t m e n t  h e a d s ,  g u i d i n g  t h i s  m u l t i -  
f a c e t e d  Work o f  G o d .  M r .  Rader a l s o  spoke o f  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  upcoming 
t r i p  t o  M o s c o w  i n  May of  1 9 8 0 .  

M r .  Rader t h e n  c o v e r e d  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  o c c u r r e n c e s  p r i o r  t o  
J a n u a r y  3 ,  1 9 7 9  which w e r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  one-hour  f i l m .  T h i s  
h e l p e d  t h e  b r e t h r e n  t o  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  documentary ,  undoub ted ly  
answer ing  many q u e s t i o n s  t h e y  may have had.  

The b r e t h r e n  w e r e  encouraged  t o  remain f a i t h f u l  no  m a t t e r  what  p e r s e c u t i o n  
t h e  f u t u r e  may h o l d .  Q u o t i n g  from P s a l m  2 ,  M r .  Rader l i n k e d  t h e  happen- 
i n g s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  t h o s e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  P s a l m :  "Why do  t h e  hea then  
r a g e ,  and t h e  p e o p l e  imagine  a v a i n  t h i n g ?  The k i n g s  of  t h e  e a r t h  s e t  
t h e m s e l v e s ,  and  t h e  r u l e r s  t a k e  counsel t o g e t h e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  Lord ,  and  
a g a i n s t  h i s  a n o i n t e d ;  s a y i n g ,  l e t  us  b r e a k  t h e i r  bands  a s u n d e r ,  and c a s t  
away t h e i r  c o r d s  from u s . "  

T h i s ,  h e  s a i d ,  i s  s p e a k i n g  of p e r s e c u t i o n  a g a i n s t  God ' s  Church. B u t ,  
c o n t i n u i n g  i n  v e r s e s  4 and 5 ,  he  s a i d  i f  w e  r ema in  f a i t h f u l  and t r u s t  
God, "God w i l l  l a u g h  a t  them and have them i n  d e r i s i o n .  Then s h a l l  H e  
speak  u n t o  t h e m  i n  H i s  w r a t h ,  and vex  them i n  H i s  s o r e  d i s p l e a s u r e .  ' I  I n  
t h e  e n d  God w i l l  give H i s  Church t h e  v i c t o r y .  

A f t e r  services t h a t  e v e n i n g ,  M r .  Rader h o s t e d  a d i n n e r  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  
and t h e i r  w i v e s  from t h e  c h u r c h  areas r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  s e r v i c e s .  H e  spoke 
and t h e n  answered a l l  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  t w o  h o u r s .  The e v e n i n g  w a s  e n j o y e d  
v e r y  much b y  a l l .  M r .  Lawson s t a t e d  t h i s  w a s  a s h o t  i n  t h e  a r m  f o r  t h e  
area and hoped o t h e r  a r e a s  would have t h e  same o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  

N e w s  From t h e  Work i n  Canada 

T h e  new y e a r  h a s  s tar ted on  a v e r y  p o s i t i v e  n o t e .  The i n c o m e  f o r  J a n u a r y  
w a s  1 9 %  ahead  of J a n u a r y  1 9 7 9  and t h e  t o t a l  month ly  m a i l  r e c e i v e d  shows 
a 1 8 1 . 5 %  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  J a n u a r y  of  l a s t  y e a r .  T h i s  i s  due l a r g e l y  t o  t h e  
mass ive  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  Homemakers ad campaign. The one  double-page  ad  
w i t h  pop-up coupon o f f e r i n g  " D i l e m m a  o f  Drugs,  I' "Managing Your P e r s o n a l  
F i n a n c e s ' '  and " P r i n c i p l e s  of H e a l t h f u l  L i v i n g "  h a s  b r o u g h t  i n  over 2 0 , 0 0 0  
r e s p o n s e s  t o  d a t e .  Our e s t i m a t e  of  4 5 0 0  r e s p o n s e s  based  on p r e v i o u s  show- 
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i n g s  and a hoped f o r  cost  p e r  r e s p o n s e  of $ 1 0 . 0 0  h a s  been smashed com- 
p l e t e l y !  C o s t  p e r  r e s p o n s e  i s  p r e s e n t l y  j u s t  over $ 2 . 0 0  and r e s p o n s e s  a r e  
s t i l l  coming i n .  W e  c o u l d  v e r y  w e l l  h i t  a 2 %  r e s p o n s e  based  on Homemakers' 
1 . 2  m i l l i o n  c i r c u l a t i o n .  

T h e  PLAIN TRUTH newspaper  f l y e r  campaign i s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  t a k e  hold n o w ,  
w i t h  a round  1 0 , 0 0 0  r e s p o n s e s  a l r e a d y  r e c e i v e d .  These r e s p o n s e s  w i l l  be 
e n t e r e d  f o r  a 12-month s u b s c r i p t i o n .  A t o t a l  o f  j u s t  over 6 m i l l i o n  
i n s e r t s  i n  E n g l i s h ,  F r e n c h ,  and  German w i l l  be  p l a c e d  b e f o r e  t h e  end o f  
Februa ry .  The German l anguage  i n s e r t  h a s  c u r r e n t l y  r e a l i z e d  a 5% r e t u r n  
( o v e r  2 ,000  K l a r  und Wahr s u b s c r i p t i o n s )  and r e s p o n s e s  are s t i l l  coming i n .  
T h i s  i s  a v e r y  h i q h  r e t u r n  compared w i t h  t h e  E n g l i s h  i n s e r t  which h a s  
b r o u g h t  a v e r y  a c c e p t a b l e  1 t o  1 1 / 2 %  i n  v a r i o u s  t e s t  campaigns.  I t  re- 
mains t o  be s e e n  how w e l l  t h e  F rench  i n s e r t  w i l l  p roduce .  

The f o l l o w i n g  are  c u r r e n t  Church and media s t a t i s t i c s :  

Members 5 , 6 7 0  

Donors 3 , 8 7 4  
P L A I N  TRUTH C i r c u l a t i o n  69 ,228  ( E n g l i s h )  
Pure  V e r i t e  C i r c u l a t i o n  27 ,472  ( F r e n c h )  
Good N e w s  C i r c u l a t i o n  9,596 

Co-workers 8 ,779  

Car ibbean  Update 

1 9 7 9  c losed w i t h  a record-smashing  December. Piore l e t t e r s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  
t h a n  i n  any p r e v i o u s  month i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Work i n  t h e  Car ibbean--  
a b o u t  1 9 %  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  r e c o r d  set i n  May of ' 7 8 .  T h e  s i g n i f i -  
c a n t  h i g h  m a i l  c o u n t  w a s  due  t o  t h e  many r e s p o n s e s  f r o m  o u r  P L A I N  TRUTH 
r e a d e r s  r e q u e s t i n g  M r .  A rms t rong ' s  book, TOMORROW...WHAT I T  WILL BE L I K E .  
So f a r  w e  have  r e c e i v e d  r e q u e s t s  f o r  5 0 0  c o p i e s .  

Our income f o r  December showed once  a g a i n  an  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
month by more t h a n  3 0 % .  To ta l  income f o r  t h e  y e a r  w a s  31% h i g h e r  t h a n  
1978. The income, however,  i s  n o t  a lways  ava i lab le  i n  t h e  area where i t  
i s  needed  and  t h e r e  i s  very l i t t l e  i n t e r c h a n g e  of  f u n d s  due t o  c u r r e n c y  
r e s t r i c t i o n s .  

Church growth  f o r  1 9 7 9  i n  t h e  Car ibbean  w a s  v e r y  e n c o u r a g i n g .  O v e r a l l  
a t t e n d a n c e  p i c k e d  up b y  1 0 %  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r .  Local B i b l e  s t u d i e s  have 
a l so  i n c r e a s e d  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  a s  much a s  2 6 % .  During 1979 a t o t a l  of 6 6  
p e r s o n s  w e r e  b a p t i z e d .  

Repor t  From Jamaica 

On Sunday, December 1 6 ,  t h e  f i r s t  P l a i n  T r u t h  L e c t u r e  ever h e l d  on t h e  
n o r t h  coas t  o f  Jamaica took  p l a c e  a t  t h e  Bay R o c  H o t e l ,  j u s t  eas t  o f  
Montego Bay. I t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  i n  a series o f  l e c t u r e s  p l a n n e d  f o r  t h e  
i s l a n d .  E m c e e  w a s  C h a r l e s  F leming,  associate  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  Kings ton  
congrega t ion ,who  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  main s p e a k e r ,  K i n g s l e y  Mathe r ,  p a s t o r  of 
t h e  Nassau ,  Bahamas and  Kings ton  , Jamaica c o n g r e g a t i o n s .  M r .  Mather  
d i s c u s s e d  M r .  Herbert  W. A r m s t r o n g ' s  r e c e n t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  s t r e s s i n g  t h e  
China t r i p  and a l s o  d e a l i n g  e x t e n s i v e l y  w i t h  wor ld  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  l i g h t  
of  B i b l e  p rophecy .  

I n v i t a t i o n s  w e r e  s e n t  t o  a l l  i n  t h e  area who have been r e c e i v i n g  The P L A I N  
TRUTH magazine f o r  t h e  l a s t  y e a r .  Of t h e  665 p e r s o n s  i n v i t e d ,  s i x  showed 
up and f o u r  members of t h e  h o t e l  s t a f f  a l so  r e q u e s t e d  l i t e r a t u r e .  
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While n u m e r i c a l l y  s m a l l ,  t h e  s i x  who a t t e n d e d  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a d e g r e e  of  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  l e c t u r e  t h a t  w a s  m o s t  e n c o u r a g i n g .  One l a d y ,  a f t e r  g e t -  
t i n g  a r i d e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  1 2  m i l e s  of her j o u r n e y  t o  t h e  h o t e l ,  found s h e  
had t o  walk t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  m i l e s .  She go t  l o s t  and  j u s t  a s  s h e  w a s  a b o u t  
t o  g i v e  up ,  l e a r n e d  t h a t  s h e  w a s  less t h a n  2 0 0  y a r d s  from h e r  d e s t i n a t i o n .  
Another  p e r s o n  g o t  l o s t  t r a v e l i n g  away f r o m  t h e  h o t e l ,  b u t  r e a l i z i n g  he 
w a s  l a t e ,  r a n  f o r  over a m i l e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a l l  t h o s e  who a t t e n d e d  ex-  
p r e s s e d  a d e s i r e  t o  a t t e n d  any f u r t h e r  m e e t i n g  t h e  Church may have  i n  t h e  
area. 

S i n c e  t h e  l e c t u r e ,  several  p e r s o n s  e x p r e s s e d  regret t h a t  t h e i r  i n v i t a t i o n s  
d i d  n o t  a r r ive  on t i m e .  I t  s e e m s  t h a t  a combina t ion  of t h e  C h r i s t m a s  
p r e s s u r e  on t h e  p o s t a l  service a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many of  o u r  
r e a d e r s  c o l l e c t  t h e i r  m a i l  f rom p o s t a l  a g e n c i e s  and  o f f i c e s  o n l y  once  o r  
t w i c e  a week, meant t h a t  a number o f  p e r s o n s  d i d  n o t  h e a r  a b o u t  t h e  lec- 
t u r e  u n t i l  it w a s  too l a t e  t o  a t t e n d .  Another  c o n t r i b u t i n p  f a c t o r  w a s  
a b u s  s t r i k e  i n  t h e  Montego Bay a r e a .  

Over 300  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  Kings ton  c o n g r e g a t i o n  had d r i v e n  up t o  Yontego 
Bay t o  g ive  t h e i r  e n t h u s i a s t i c  s u p p o r t  and t o  e x t e n d  a t y p i c a l l y  w a r m  
Worldwide Church o f  G o d  w e l c o m e  t o  o u r  q u e s t s .  

A fo l low-up l e c t u r e  w i l l  be p l anned  i n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t w o  months t i m e  
hop ing  t o  r e a c h  many m o r e  o f  t h o s e  G o d  i s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  i n  t h e  Montego 
Bay area. 

--Joe Tkach ,  M i n i s t e r i a l  Services 

TO ALL CHURCH PASTORS 

Please announce i n  your  c h u r c h  areas t h e  URGENT 
NEED f o r  a n i c e  l a d y  t o  l i v e  i n  t he  home w i t h  a 
f e l l o w  m i n i s t e r  and  h i s  w i f e  t o  h e l p  care f o r  h i s  
w i f e  who i s  p a r t i a l l y  b e d r i d d e n  due  t o  a n  a u t o  
a c c i d e n t  and  i s  a hypoglycemia ( l o w  b l o o d  s u g a r )  
s u f f e r e r .  FREE ROOM AND BOARD ( n o  r e n t ,  u t i l i t i e s  
o r  g r o c e r y  e x p e n s e s )  and  i n  a d d i t i o n  a s m a l l  
s a l a r y  w i l l  be p r o v i d e d  €or  services r e n d e r e d .  

Please r e p l y  t o  P . O .  Box 2550, Montgomery, A l a .  
3 6 1 0 5  o r  c a l l  (205)  264-4604. 

--Jack C .  Sheppa rd ,  M i n i s t e r  
Montgomery, A l a b a m a  

P U B L I S H I N G  SE RVI  CES UPDATE 

Many of  you w i l l  remember t h a t  w e  sold o u r  b i g  w e b  p r i n t i n g  p r e s s e s  i n  
1975.  S i n c e  t h e n  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  o u r  p r i n t i n g  h a s  been  done by 
commercial p r i n t e r s .  I n  f a c t ,  w e  dea l  w i t h  a b o u t  25 d i f f e r e n t  p r i n t e r s  
worldwide ( n o t  i n c l u d i n g  o u r  own Ambassador Press i n  Enqland  which i s  
s t i l l  g o i n g  s t r o n g ) .  
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Most of the  work t h a t  w e  s end  o u t  t o  commercial p r i n t i n g  comes under  t h e  
head ing  of G e n e r a l  P u b l i c a t i o n s ;  i . e .  The PLAIN TRUTH, Good N e w s ,  Q u e s t ,  
BGokS, B o o k l e t s ,  e tc .  But  s o m e  w i l l  be s u r p r i s e d  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  w e  s t i l l  
do p r i n t  i n  house  m o s t  of o u r  own n o n - p u b l i c a t i o n s  ma te r i a l  such  a s  co- 
worker  l e t t e r s ,  r e p r i n t  a r t i c l e s ,  p r o m o t i o n a l  ma te r i a l ,  forms,  c a r d s ,  
s t a t i o n e r y ,  e tc .  T h i s  amounts t o  m i l l i o n s  of i t e m s  p e r  y e a r  which are  
s t i l l  t o t a l l y  produced  by  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  area i n  o u r  X u l t i - p r i n t  Depar t -  
ment. However, t h e  s m a l l  p r i n t i n g  p r e s s e s  t h a t  w e  have u s e d  f o r  y e a r s  t o  
do t h i s  work are v a s t l y  overworked and  a re  h a r d - p r e s s e d  t o  keep  up w i t h  
t h e  e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  l o a d .  

W e  are v e r y  p l e a s e d  t o  s a y  t h a t  w e  are  now w a i t i n g  d e l i v e r y  of a new 
s m a l l  H e i d e l b e r g  p e r f e c t i n g  p r e s s ,  as w e l l  a s  a f o l d e r  and  c o l l a t i n g  
machine which w i l l  e n a b l e  u s  t o  speed  up o u r  t u r n  a round  on s m a l l  jobs 
i n  t h i s  m u l t i - p r i n t  area.  

W e  d i d  a n  e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  of t h e  v a r i o u s  o p t i o n s  open t o  u s  w i t h  r e g a r d  
t o  t h e  new p r e s s ,  and  have  found t h a t  w e  can ge t  a pay-back p e r i o d  on t h e  
cos t  of  t h e  machine i n  less t h a n  t w o  y e a r s .  T h i s  i s  o b v i o u s l y  a v e r y  
good i n v e s t m e n t  and w e ' r e  l o o k i n g  fo rward  t o  improved e f f i c i e n c y  and  
s e r v i c e .  

MAIL COMMENTS 

The J a n u a r y  i s s u e  of The GOOD NEWS and t h e  Ambassador C o l l e g e  Correspond-  
e n c e  Course are f e a t u r e d  i n  t h i s  w e e k ' s  r e p o r t .  The J a n u a r y  GOOD NEWS 
c a r r i e d  a number of e n l i g h t e n i n g  a r t i c l e s  on C h r i s t i a n  l i v i n g  t h a t  i n -  
s p i r e d  many comments. The Correspondence  Course  c o n t i n u e s  t o  be one  of 
o u r  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  and v i a b l e  t o o l s .  

- - M a i l  P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

J a n u a r y  Good N e w s  D r a w s  E n t h u s i a s t i c  Comments 

I j u s t  comple ted  r e a d i n g  a l l  t h e  a r t i c l e s  of t h e  J a n u a r y  i s s u e  
of The GOOD NEWS magazine .  The S p e c i a l  you r a n  on B i b l e  s t u d y  w a s  
v e r y  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  and  h e l p f u l .  

I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  thank  you and your  s t a f f  f o r  your  c o n t i n u o u s  
e f f o r t  i n  h e l p i n g  u s  t o  s t a y  i n  t u n e  w i t h  God's Word. The GOOD 
NEWS h a s  p r o v i d e d  u s  a t o o l  t o  h e l p  supplement  t h e  B i b l e .  I 
comple ted  a l l  t h e  " m i n i - s t u d i e s "  f o r  1979  and r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  them. 
I a l so  e n j o y e d  s t u d y i n g  "Prove  A l l  T h i n g s , .  . . ' I  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  o n e s  
a b o u t  t h e  Sabba th  and u n c l e a n  o r  common meats. 

- - M r s .  E n o l a  R. F o u s t  ( P r i n c e t o n ,  WV) 

I wanted t o  l e t  you know how much I e n j o y e d  t h e  s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n  
i n  t h e  J a n u a r y  i s s u e  o f  The GOOD NEWS. W e  have  n e v e r  been more i n  
need  of a r t i c l e s  t o  show u s  how t o  g e t  closer t o  God t h a n  now. 

T o  S c o t t  Ash ley ,  I would l i k e  t o  s a y  t h a n k s  f o r  l a s t  mon th ' s  a r t i c l e  
and a l s o  many of t h e  b e a u t i f u l  p h o t o g r a p h s  I have  been s e e i n g  i n  
v a r i o u s  i s s u e s .  

Thank you a l l  a g a i n  f o r  t h e  h e l p f u l  i s s u e .  May God bless a l l  of 
you and  i n s p i r e  you w i t h  many more much needed  a r t i c l e s  such  a s  
t h e s e  w e r e .  

--Jeri Holcomb ( B o a z ,  AL) 
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I wanted  t o  s a y  t o  you t h a t  The GOOD NEWS, J a n u a r y  i s s u e ,  i s  one o f  
t h e  m o s t  s p i r i t u a l l y - p a c k e d  i s s u e s  I ' v e  e v e r  r e a d .  A f t e r  h e a r i n g  
o u r  l oca l  m i n i s t e r  g o  o v e r  t h e  a r t i c l e  by  M r .  Armstrong e n t i t l e d ,  
"The T i m e  H a s  C o m e  f o r  F a s t i n g  and P r a y e r , "  I f e l t  an  u r g e n t  need  
t o  do j u s t  t h a t .  Apply ing  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  The GOOD NEWS s h o u l d  
mot iva te  u s  t o  p l o d  on w i t h  o u r  p a r t  i n  t h i s  g r e a t  work. S p i r i t u a l  
food  i s  t r u l y  sweeter t h a n  p h y s i c a l  food .  

--Judy Cook (MS) 

I j u s t  want  t o  s a y  I t h i n k  The GOOD NEWS f o r  J a n u a r y  1980 i s  one 
o f  t h e  best  I have  ever r e a d .  I t h a n k  you f o r  renewinq my mind on 
how t o  s t u d y  and  why I need  t o  s t u d y .  

--Nancy Gask ins  (Columbus, GA) 

T h i s  m o n t h ' s  GOOD NEWS [ J a n u a r y ]  i s  t r u l y  FABULOUS. M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  
p e r s o n a l  w a s  v e r y  s o b e r i n g ,  and s h o u l d  be  r e a d  and r e a d  a g a i n  t o  
f i r m l y  p l a n t  i n  o u r  minds t h a t  t h e r e  i s  b u t  a s h o r t  t i m e .  And t h e  
a r t i c l e  on f a s t i n g  and  p r a y e r  gave  m e  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  
g e t t i n g  closer t o  o u r  God. 

--Loren H .  W e s t c o t t  ( J a s p e r ,  AR) 

I j u s t  f i n i s h e d  M r .  S c o t t  A s h l e y ' s  a r t i c l e ,  "A T i m e l e s s  Message t o  
Teenagers ' '  and w a s  g r e a t l y  u p l i f t e d .  The a r t i c l e  h e l d  much t o  o f f e r  
m e  b u t  I w a s  m o s t  i n s p i r e d  by  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  c h a l l e n g e  h e l d  o u t  t o  
t e e n s .  Those t e e n s  w i t h  t h e  g u t s  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f f e r e d  i n  
t h i s  a r t i c l e  w i l l  someday b e  k i n g s  r u l i n g  o v e r  n a t i o n s .  

A l s o ,  I wanted  t o  show my a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  Norman Shoaf  f o r  h i s  
a r t i c l e  " A r e  You G u i l t y ? "  The a r t i c l e  w a s  c l e a r - c u t ,  r i g h t  down 
t h e  l i n e .  I t  showed m e  where I w a s  " n o t  g u i l t y "  and i n s p i r e d  m e  
t o  wan t  t o  change .  Thank N o r m .  

T h e r e ' s  so  much t o  be t h a n k f u l  f o r  i n  The GOOD NEWS, b u t  I j u s t  
wanted t o  t h a n k  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w h i l e  t h e i r  a r t i c l e s  w e r e  f r e s h  on my 
mind. 

--Dan Krupp ( F u l l e r t o n ,  CA) 

S t u d e n t s  Take Lessons  From Correspondence  Course  

The l e s s o n s  are r e a l l y  comprehens ive ,  i n - d e p t h  and  so  c l e a r l y  
i n t e r p r e t e d  t h a t  I have  an  unquenchable  t h i r s t  t o  know more. 
"Amazing" i s  t h e  only word I can  t h i n k  of a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Because  of t h e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  knowledge you have r e v e a l e d  t o  m e ,  
my own l i f e  h a s  changed g r e a t l y ;  i n  obey ing  God, i n  growing  an  
a t t i t u d e  w i t h  r i g h t  t h o u g h t s  and  d e e d s .  I want  t o  d o  my v e r y  b e s t  
t o  l i v e  b y  e v e r y  word o f  God. 

- - M r s .  J .  B .  S t a r n e s  ( I n d i a n  T r a i l ,  N C )  

I want  t o  w r i t e  t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  show you my g r a t e f u l  t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  
a s t o n i s h i n g ,  eye -open ing ,  p l a i n  t r u t h s  r e v e a l e d  by  t h e  Ambassador 
Col lege Cor re spondence  Course .  The t r u t h s  are so c lear  t h a t  t h e y  
make m e  r e j ec t  some o f  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  which I have l e a r n e d  from t h e  
o t h e r  c h u r c h e s ,  and now I hope t h a t  I ' m  ab le  t o  t a k e  heed n o t  t o  
bel ieve i n  t h e  f a l s e  t e a c h i n g s !  I c e r t a i n l y  believe t h a t  I ' m  on 
t h e  r i g h t  t r a c k .  These  are  p r o b a b l y  t h e  b e s t  p r e p a r e d  B i b l i c a l  
c o u r s e s  on t h i s  e a r t h  and you make them so  a t t r a c t i v e  t h a t  I c a n ' t  
s t a y  away from them. 

--Nathan C r o w e  (Eau C l a i r e ,  W I )  
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I ' m  g l a d  t o  i n f o r m  you t h a t  I r e c e i v e d  l e s s o n  number 9 t h i s  month. 
I l i k e  i t  v e r y  much. I ' m  making p r o g r e s s  s l o w  b u t  s u r e  and e n j o y i n g  
t h e  course v e r y  much, b u t  r e g r e t  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  g e t  s t a r t e d  s o o n e r  
i n  my l i f e t i m e  by w a i t i n g  u n t i l  i n  my ' 8 0 s  t o  g e t  a good B i b l i c a l  
knowledge. 

--C. R .  Kehres  ( R i c h l a n d ,  WA) 

I a m  s o  g l a d  f o r  t h e  c o u r s e  a s  I w a s  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  t h e  rea l  t r u t h  
o f  G o d ' s  Word. I went  t o  d i f f e r e n t  c h u r c h e s  b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  
q u e s t i o n s  unanswered,  so I r e a l i z e d  I wanted t o  know t h e  t r u t h .  

I must s a y  t h e  c o u r s e  i s  what  I needed .  I have  t o  d a t e  f i n i s h e d  
t h r e e  l e s s o n s  and t h e y  a re  so i n t e r e s t i n g  and I f e e l  I a m  l e a r n i n g  
t h e  t r u t h  a t  l a s t .  I n e v e r  dreamed of t h e r e  b e i n g  any s t u d y  t h a t  
c o u l d  b e  so i n t e r e s t i n g .  

- - V i r g i n i a  I .  Wolfe (Morgantown, WV) 

A l l  of t h e s e  y e a r s  now I have walked i n  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  s i n c e  I 
had r e a d  t h e  B i b l e  ( a s  a c h i l d ) ,  went  t o  c h u r c h  ( s o m e t i m e s ) ,  d i d n ' t  
s t i r  up t o o  much f u s s - - I  had done a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  a ' 'qood" C h r i s t i a n  
does .  What a f o o l  I have  been .  I r ead - -bu t  d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d - - I  
b e l i e v e d - - b u t  knew n o t  why. 

S i n c e  s t a r t i n g  t h e  B i b l e  Correspondence  Course  my e y e s  and  my mind 
are b e g i n n i n g  t o  open--here  i t  was--in p l a i n  view--mine f o r  t h e  
t a k i n g .  

--D. E .  V o s s  ( E a s t  R i v e r d a l e ,  MD) 

S i n c e  I ' v e  been s t u d y i n g  t h e  Corespondence Course  my l i f e  h a s  been 
t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t .  My u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  God ' s  Word i s  p l a i n e r  and 
s i m p l e r  t h a n  i t ' s  ever been .  

--Agnew E .  Anderson ( J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  FL) 

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

AFGHANISTAN--TURNING POINT I N  PROPHECY? The S o v i e t  i n v a s i o n  of Afghanis -  
t a n ,  begun i n  t h e  l a s t  d a y s  of t h e  decade  of t h e  ' ~ O S ,  c o u l d  t u r n  o u t  t o  
be the c r i t i c a l  c a t a l y s t  f o r  major p r o p h e s i e d  events  t o  u n f o l d  i n  the 
' 8 0 s .  

A t  f i r s t ,  S o v i e t  armed m i g h t  looked  i n v i n c i b l e  a g a i n s t  the  r a g - t a g ,  v a s t l y  
outgunned Afghan rebels. B u t  i t  i s  now a p p a r e n t  t h a t  Moscow mis judged  t h e  
dogged s p i r i t  of t h e  Afghan p e o p l e .  I n  t h e  l a s t  few d a y s  c i v i l  s t r i f e  
h a s  e r u p t e d  e v e n  i n  urban  areas s u p p o s e d l y  s u b j e c t  t o  S o v i e t  c o n t r o l .  The 
Afghan army i s  p r o v i n g  t o  be u n r e l i a b l e ,  w i t h  t h o u s a n d s  of  d e s e r t i o n s .  
And i n  t h e  h i l l s  t h e  r e b e l s  f i g h t  o n ,  m o t i v a t e d  by  t h e  s p i r i t  of a j i h a d .  
" I f  t h e y  d i e  i n  ba t t l e ,  t h e r e  i s  an h o n o r , "  s a y s  an e x p e r t  i n  I s l a m .  " I f  
t h e y  l i v e  t h e y  keep  on f i g h t i n g . "  

Moscow i s  l e a r n i n g  t h e r e  are d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p e o p l e .  The Hungar i ans  f o u g h t  
f e r o c i o u s l y  i n  1 9 5 6 ,  whereas  t h e  Czechs succumbed r a t h e r  meekly i n  1 9 6 8 .  
The S o v i e t s  are conv inced  t h e  Yugos lavs  would b a t t l e  them e v e r y  i n c h  o f  
t h e  way j u s t  as  T i t o ' s  p a r t i s a n s  d i d  a g a i n s t  t h e  N a z i s  i n  World War 11. 
The Kremlin s h o u l d  have  known t h a t  t h e  Afghans t h r o u g h o u t  h i s t o r y  have 
been w i l l i n g  t o  t a k e  on a l l  i n v a d e r s .  

- 
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The b i g g e s t  f i g h t i n g  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n  may now have t o  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  s p r i n g  
thaws.  The r e b e l s  vow t o  open 1 0 0  f r o n t s  t h e n ,  a l t h o u g h  s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  
s t i l l  d i v i d e d  by f a c t i o n a l  i n f i g h t i n g ,  t h e y  may n o t  be ab le  t o  make t h a t  
b o a s t  h o l d  up. S t i l l ,  t h e y  are g e t t i n g  i n c r e a s e d  a i d  from o t h e r  Yoslem 
s t a t e s .  Egypt  i s  t r a i n i n g  some o f  t h e i r  commanders. Even t h e  C I A  i s  
s p i r i t i n g  i n  some E a s t e r n  B l o c  weapons.  

The u p s h o t  of a l l  t h i s  i s :  The S o v i e t s - - u n l e s s  t h e y  c a n  p u l l  o u t  unde r  
a f a c e - s a v i n g  ar rangement - -could  soon b e  "up t o  t h e i r  e y e l i d s "  i n  an  
unending c o n f l i c t .  I n t e l l i g e n c e  e x p e r t s  p r e d i c t  t h a t ,  b e f o r e  l o n g ,  t h e y  
w i l l  have 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  t r o o p s  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n  ( t h e y  have  7 0 , 0 0 0  now).  Some 
American obse rve r s - -no  d o u b t  hoping  t h a t  R u s s i a  h a s  s tumbled  i n t o  h e r  own 
"Vie tnam"- -pos tu l a t e  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  w i l l  have  t o  e v e n t u a l l y  pour  i n  
4 0 0 , 0 0 0  t r o o p s  t o  q u e l l  t h e  r e v o l t - - a n  army comparable  t o  t h e  U . S .  m i l i -  
t a r y  force t h a t  w a s  s e n t  t o  S o u t h  E a s t  A s i a .  

Thus t h e  c o s t  t o  M o s c o w  of s t a y i n g  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n  i s  r i s i n g  r a p i d l y .  Y e t ,  
b a r r i n g  some s o r t  o f  s e t t l e m e n t ,  t h e  c o s t  o f  l e a v i n g  would b e  even  g r e a t e r  
- - the  c o l l a p s e  of  t h e  p u p p e t  Karma1 regime. A s  t h e  L o s  Ange le s  T i m e s  
r e p o r t e d  on F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  1 9 8 0 :  " I f  t h e  Kremlin w a s  s e e n  t o  a l l o w  a 
s o c i a l i s t  reg ime to-  c o l l a p s e ,  it c o u l d  - - -  a l s o  have enormous 
E a s t e r n  - -__ Europe .  The l e a d e r s h i p  would undoub ted ly  f e a r  t h a  
would o n l y  encourage  dange rous  moves among i t s  s a t e l l i t e s  
a more i n d e p e n d e n t  c o u r s e  from M O S C O W . ~ '  

imp 1 i c  a. t i o n s  
t such  a f a i l  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  

i n  
. u r e  
- 

R u s s i a ' s  p o t e n t i a l  " s i n k h o l e "  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n  j u s t  c o u l d  be the  s t r i n g  t h a t  
u n r a v e l s  h e r  E a s t  Europe empi re !  

Yugos lav ia  i s  on t h e  t h r e s h h o l d  o f  i t s  long-expec ted  " p o s t - T i t o "  e r a .  
A t  f i r s t ,  Yugoslav l e a d e r s  viewed t h e  A f g h a n i s t a n  i n v a s i o n  w i t h  deep  
a n x i e t y .  W a s  t h i s  a f o r e r u n n e r  of  what c o u l d  be e x p e c t e d  i n  t h e i r  n a t i o n ?  
But  now, w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t s  b e i n g  sucked  i n  d e e p e r  and  d e e p e r  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  
Yugos lav ia  migh t  h a v e  m o r e  room t o  maneuver ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  
i t s  t i e s  t o  Wostern Europe.  (The Common Marke t ,  i n  a show o f  s u p p o r t ,  h a s  
made a p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n  t o  r u s h  t o  c o m p l e t i o n  a new t r a d e  p a c t  w i t h  
Be lg rade  t h a t  had been d e a d l o c k e d  f o r  t w o  y e a r s . )  

And t h e n  t h e r e  i s  t h e  res t  of E a s t e r n  EuroDe. What i f  C a t h o l i c s  ( a n d  -- 
e v e n t u a l l y  O r t h o d o x ) ,  t a k i n g  advan tage  of i h e  S o v i e t  dilemma, - rose up -- - i n  
- a u n i t e d  r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  Moscow? What c o u l d  t h e  S o v i e t s ,  mi red  down i n  
A f g h a n i s t a n ,  do? The p o t e n t i a l  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t h e r e :  w i t n e s s  Pope John 
P a u l  11's e l e c t r i f y i n g  v i s i t  t o  Po land  l a s t  y e a r ,  h i s  open d e f i a n c e  o f  
Communist a u t h o r i t i e s  and h i s  c a l l  f o r  t h e  " s p i r i t u a l  u n i t y  o f  Europe ."  

I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  v e r y  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  such  a f a r  m o r e  s e r i o u s  crisis 
e r u p t i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  h e r  s a t e l l i t e  empire  i s  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t e n u o u s  S o v i e t  
o l i v e  b r a n c h e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  few d a y s .  P r e s i d e n t  Brezhnev and  F o r e i g n  
M i n i s t e r  Gromjki have  b o t h  been  h i n t i n g  of w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  p u l l  o u t  of 
A f g h a n i s t a n  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  t h e  West's h e l p i n g  g u a r a n t e e  A f g h a n i s t a n ' s  
n e u t r a l i t y  and s e e i n g  t o  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  a r eg ime  ' ' no t  h o s t i l e "  t o  
S o v i e t  i n t e r e s t s .  The s o f t e r  Moscow l i n e  deve loped  a f t e r  t h e  Common 
Market ,  on F e b r u a r y  1 9 ,  c a l l e d  f o r  A f g h a n i s t a n  t o  b e  n e u t r a l i z e d  unde r  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  g u a r a n t e e s .  
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Such a g u a r a n t e e  would c e r t a i n l y  l e t  t h e  S o v i e t s  o f f  t h e  hook now. The 
W e s t  seems a l l  too w i l l i n g ,  i n  t h e  c a u s e  of wor ld  p e a c e ,  t o  l e t  M o s c o w  
squ i rm away f r e e .  The M o s l e m  wor ld ,  however,  may n o t  p rove  t o  b e  so 
c o o p e r a t i v e .  

The n e x t  f e w  months s h o u l d  show us  whe the r  t h e  A f g h a n i s t a n  c r i s i s  w i l l  
be d e f u s e d  o r  w h e t h e r  t h e  Russ i an  quagmire w i l l  become muddier  y e t ,  w i t h  
f a r - r e a c h i n g  impac t  upon Europe.  

--Gene H .  Hogberg, N e w s  Bureau 


