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"SATAN D E C E I V E  AND USE ME? 

N E V E R ! ! "  
___ 

by H e r b e r t  W .  Armstrong 

For t h e  moment, I was much d i s c o u r a g e d  and g r i e v e d .  I f  you had l o s t  
a h a l f  dozen ,  a dozen  o r  more of your " l o v e d  o n e s "  how would you f e e l ?  
I t  seemed f o r  t h e  moment t h a t  w e  had l o s t  from t h e  Church more t h a n  h a l f  
of t h e  top - ranked  e v a n g e l i s t s .  The r e s u l t  o f  S a t a n ' s  i n t e n s i f i e d  w r a t h f u l  
a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  J e s u s  C h r i s t  and  t h e  Church a t  t h i s  E N D  t i m e !  I mourn m o r e  
o v e r  s u c h  a loss t h a n  one  by d e a t h .  D o n ' t  you? 

Y e t  when I s t o p p e d  t o  j o t  down t h e  names o f  t h o s e  e v a n g e l i s t - r a n k e d ,  
t h o s e  s t i l l  l o y a l  and s o l i d  outnumber t h o s e  gone t w o  t o  one!  

Y e t  I l o v e d  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  now o u t s i d e  t h e  Church.  J e s u s  would under -  
s t a n d .  H e  s u f f e r e d  t h e  same e x p e r i e n c e  when "From t h a t  t i m e  many o f  H i s  
d i s c i p l e s  went  back ,  and  walked no more w i t h  H i m .  Then s a i d  J e s u s  u n t o  
t h e  t w e l v e ,  W i l l  ye  a l s o  go  away? Then Simon Peter answered H i m ,  Lord ,  
t o  whom s h a l l  w e  go? Thou h a s t  t h e  words o f  e t e r n a l  l i f e "  ( John  6 : 6 6 - 6 8 ) .  
And even  one  o f  J e s u s '  twelve a p o s t l e s  b e t r a y e d  H i m !  

But i f  even  J e s u s  s u f f e r e d  p e r s e c u t i o n ,  so must  w e  who f o l l o w  H i m .  
And i f  H e  had t o  s u f f e r  s e e i n g  t h o s e  who had been w i t h  H i m  t u r n  away, so 
m u s t  w e  who are f a i t h f u l  i n  H i s  Church t o d a y .  

I n  a c t u a l  f a c t ,  o f  t h o s e  now o u t  I would s h i f t  t h e  major g u i l t  from 
them t o  t h e  r e a l  enemy, S a t a n .  H e  i s  t h e  o n l y  r e a l  enemy. H e  i s  f u r i o u s  
r i g h t  now, i n t e n s i f y i n g  h i s  a t t a c k !  I a g a i n  warn a l l  of you! 

Y e t  i f  I s a y  t o  one  who i s  now o u t ,  "The r e a l  blame i s  n o t  y o u r s .  
S a t a n  g o t  t o  you--deceived you and  t h u s  used  you a g a i n s t  C h r i s t  and t h e  
Church , "  h e  would b r i s t le  u p  i n  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s  a n g e r .  H e  would s a y ,  "Sa- 
t a n  d e c e i v e  and u s e  m e ?  NEVER! You a c c u s e  m e  of  b e i n g  a m i n i s t e r  o f  
S a t a n ?  S a t a n  c o u l d  n e v e r  d e c e i v e  - ME!" 

N o ,  I d o n ' t  f a l s e l y  accuse--I d o n ' t  a c c u s e  s u c h  a fo rmer  m i n i s t e r  a t  
a l l !  I m e r e l y  remove t h e  p r i n c i p a l  blame from him and l a y  i t  where i t  
belongs--on SATAN! 

But  d o  you t h i n k  YOU are immune from t h e  w i l e s  and s u b t l e  d e c e p t i o n s  - 
of S a t a n ?  A r e  YOU s t r o n g e r  t h a n  S a t a n ?  DON'T  S O  UNWISELY UNDERESTIMATE 
SATAN! S a t a n  i s  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  b e i n g  o r  p e r s o n a g e  God e v e r  c r e a t e d ,  e x c e p t  
t h e  o t h e r  t w o  a r c h a n g e l s  Michae l  and G a b r i e l .  S a t a n  D I D  g e t  t o  t h e  more 
t h a n  a h a l f  dozen  t o p - r a n k i n g  m i n i s t e r s  i n  God ' s  Church! Even though  
t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s  d o  n o t  r e a l i z e  it. 

- 

- 

But HOW? T h a t  i s  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n .  HOW? F o r  if S a t a n  c o u l d  
be cunn ing  enough t o  have  g o t t e n  t o  them, p e r h a p s  he c o u l d  g e t  t o  you o r  
me--UNLESS w e  u n d e r s t a n d  HOW, and WHY he g o t  t o  them. 
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L e t ' s  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h a t  a wh i l e !  L e t ' s  be  s u r e  t h e  res t  of u s  do  n o t  
f a l l  i n t o  S a t a n ' s  t r a p !  I n  what way d i d  t h o s e  now on t h e  o u t s i d e  l e t  
t h e i r  guard  down? I f  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t - - i f  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  HOW S a t a n  g e t s  
t h rough  t o  u s ,  t h e n  w e  CAN be s e c u r e  i n  C h r i s t  and i n  H i s  Church! - 

There  are  c e r t a i n  ways i n  which w e  may " l e t  o u r  g u a r d  down"--make 
o u r s e l v e s  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  b e i n g  d e c e i v e d  and used  by S a t a n ,  and a l s o  cer- 
t a i n  ways i n  which w e  may open t h e  d o o r  f o r  a demon t o  e n t e r  and p o s s e s s  
us .  

God ' s  Word warns u s  t o  be c o n s t a n t l y  ON GUARD a g a i n s t  S a t a n ' s  w i l e s .  

L e t  m e  g i v e  you some examples .  

For i n s t a n c e ,  c o n s i d e r  a man who w a s  c o n s c i o u s l y  p a i n e d  by a f e e l i n g  
of  i n f e r i o r i t y .  Everyone o f  u s  e x p e r i e n c e s  an  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  s e n s e  o f  
i n f e r i o r i t y  a t  t i m e s .  I ' m  g r a t e f u l  t h a t  G o d  c a u s e d  m e  t o  read some place, 
when I w a s  o n l y  1 8  o r  younger ,  t h a t  it i s  i n d e e d  a w i s e  man who knows h i s  
own weaknesses ,  h i s  sho r t comings  and l i m i t a t i o n s ,  as  w e l l  a s  h i s  t a l e n t s ,  
a b i l i t i e s  and s t r e n g t h s .  I have e v e r  s i n c e  t r i e d  t o  know my own weak- 
n e s s e s  a s  w e l l  a s  a b i l i t i e s - - t o  c o r r e c t l y  and p r o p e r l y  assess m y s e l f .  
Where t h e r e  w e r e  l a c k  of  s t r e n g t h s ,  and i n a d e q u a c i e s ,  I have r e l i e d  on 
t h e  POWER O F  GOD o r  avo ided  t h o s e  f i e l d s  o r  e n d e a v o r s  I w a s  u n f i t t e d  f o r .  

But  c o n s i d e r  a man who d i d  n o t  do  t h a t .  T h i s  man, t r o u b l e d  by a 
f e e l i n g  of i n f e r i o r i t y ,  t r i e d  t o  f i n d  a way t o  " k i d  h i m s e l f "  o u t  o f  it-- 
t o  c o n v i n c e  h i m s e l f  t h a t  h e  w a s  n o t  i n f e r i o r .  H e  d e c i d e d  t o  become a 
' ' s c h o l a r . "  I f  he  c o u l d  r e g a r d  h i m s e l f  a s  o n e  of t h e  e l i t e  s c h o l a r l y ,  he 
r e a s o n e d ,  he  would n o t  have  t o  s u f f e r  t h e  f e e l i n g  of  i n f e r i o r i t y .  One 
t a l e n t  t h i s  man c e r t a i n l y  l a c k e d  w a s  t h a t  of sound s c h o l a r s h i p .  H e  l e t  
a s e n s e  of VANITY l e a d  him i n t o  t h i s .  Now v a n i t y  i s  t h e  v e r y  f o u n d a t i o n  
of  S a t a n ' s  p h i l o s o p h y .  I t  i s  s e l f - c e n t e r e d n e s s .  I t  l e a d s  n a t u r a l l y  t o  
c o v e t i n g ,  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  r e s e n t m e n t  o f  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  one .  

So t h i s  man began t o  t h i n k  o f  h i m s e l f  a s  a " s c h o l a r . "  H e  began t o  
work on t h a t  which he w a s  n o t  f i t t e d  t o  do .  H e  began a " s c h o l a r l y ' '  check-  
up on t h e  d o c t r i n e s  of  God's  Church. I n  h i s  " s c h o l a r l y "  r e s e a r c h  he be- 
gan by m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  A c t s  1 7 : 1 1 ,  where t h o s e  a t  Berea ' ' w e r e  more 
n o b l e  t h a n  t h o s e  i n  T h e s s a l o n i c a ,  i n  t h a t  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  t h e  word w i t h  
a l l  r e a d i n e s s  (openness )  o f  mind, and  s e a r c h e d  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  d a i l y ,  
whether  t h o s e  t h i n g s  w e r e  - S O . "  T h i s  man d i d  n o t  s e a r c h  t h e  B i b l e  t o  see 
t h a t  God's  t r u t h s  were S O .  H e  t r i e d  by UNscholar ly  human r e a s o n i n g  t o  
p rove  t h e  Church d o c t r i n e s  w e r e  NOT t r u e .  

T h i s  s e l f - c e n t e r e d  a t t e m p t  l e d  t o  d o u b t s  i n s t e a d  o f  f a i t h ,  and t o  
a s p i r i t  o f  c o m p e t i t i o n  a g a i n s t  God ' s  Church. Wi thou t  p e r h a p s  r e a l i z i n g  
i t ,  he had s ta r ted  h i m s e l f  o u t  on S a t a n ' s  way of  v a n i t y ,  c o v e t i n g ,  compe- 
t i t i o n ,  r e s e n t m e n t  of  a u t h o r i t y  w i t h i n  God's  Church and God 's  GOVERNMENT 
i n  H i s  Church. H e  went o u t  o f  t h e  Church. 

T h r e e  o r  f o u r  o t h e r  m i n i s t e r s  made t h e  m i s t a k e  of t r e a t i n g  c h e a p l y  
t h e  GOVERNMENT O F  GOD i n  H i s  Church. They d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  c a r e f u l l y  
t h e  rea l  meaning and s i g n i f i c a n c e  of a v e r y  p i v o t a l  and key s t a t e m e n t  of 
S c r i p t u r e ,  i n  A c t s  3:19-21. The heaven must r e c e i v e  C h r i s t  " u n t i l  t h e  
t i m e s  of r e s t i t u t i o n "  ( r e s t o r a t i o n )  "of a l l  t h i n g s . "  What is t o  be  
r e s t o r e d  i s  c e n t e r e d  a round  t h e  GOVERNMENT OF GOD, which L u c i f e r  made 
i n o p e r a t i v e .  The Government of God h a s  no t  y e t  been restored t o  a l l  
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t h e  wor ld .  I t  soon w i l l  be.  Meanwhile, i n  t h i s  s h o r t  " E N D  t i m e "  t h a t  
Government h a s  been r e s t o r e d  W I T H I N  GOD'S CHURCH! I t  i s  THAT GOVERNMENT 
S a t a n  i s  w r a t h f u l  a g a i n s t .  

These m i n i s t e r s  t h o u g h t  t h e y  had d i s c o v e r e d  a new t r u t h ,  c o n t r a r y  
to t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  God's  Church. They knew w e l l  t h e y  s h o u l d  have come 
w i t h  i t  f i r s t  t o  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o r  t o  m e  p e r s o n a l l y ,  t o  make i t  o f f i c i a l  
d o c t r i n e .  Thus i t  migh t - - i f  t r u e - - b e  s h a r e d  w i t h  t h e  whole Church world-  
wide.  But t h e y  a l l o w e d  a s p i r i t  o f  v a n i t y ,  s e l f - c e n t e r e d n e s s  and compet i -  
t i o n  t o  e n t e r .  They k e p t  i t  from h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  b u t  began p r e a c h i n g  t h e i r  
"new t r u t h ' '  t o  t h e i r  own c h u r c h e s .  

But  t h e i r  ''new t r u t h "  w a s  g r o s s  and ha rmfu l  e r ro r .  They m i s l e d  
b r e t h r e n - - f o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g .  They opened t h e i r  minds f o r  S a t a n  t o  
DECEIVE and t o  USE them! 

If you a l l o w  a b i t  o f  s e l f - c e n t e r e d n e s s ,  v a n i t y ,  c o v e t o u s n e s s ,  envy 
or  j e a l o u s y ,  s p i r i t  of c o m p e t i t i o n  o r  r e s e n t m e n t  of  a u t h o r i t y - - e s p e c i a l l y  
t h a t  of t h e  Government o f  GOD i n  H i s  Church-- to  e n t e r  your  mind-- i f  you 
b e g i n  t o  a c t  on  such  i m p u l s e ,  you have a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d  i n  S a t a n ' s  way. 
Fo r  t h o s e  a t t i t u d e s  and d e s i r e s  a re  ways o f  TRANSGRESSING G o d ' s  Law--OF - 
SIN! 

And where d o e s  i t  l e a d ?  

You t a k e  one  s u c h  f a l s e  s t e p ,  a c c e p t  one  f a l s e  " t r u t h "  and r e f u s e  t o  
REPENT of i t  a t  once  and t u r n  from i t ,  you w i l l  t h e n  go on  i n t o  more and 
more errol;. 

F o r  5 4  y e a r s  now, I have s e e n  t h i s  happen- -a l l  too  o f t e n  t o  t h o s e  I 
have l o v e d .  I f  p e o p l e  mourn and weep over a l o v e d  one who d i e s ,  HOW MUCH 
MORE have I had t o  mourn and  s u f f e r  over t h e  SPIRITUAL l o s s  o f  a b r o t h e r  
o r  sister i n  God's  Church! 

L e t  m e  i l l u s t r a t e .  One i s  wa lk ing  a l o n g  i n  a thickly-wooded f o r e s t  
on a moonless  p i t c h - d a r k  n i g h t .  But j u s t  ahead  o f  him i s  a n  e x p e r i e n c e d  
g u i d e  w i t h  a l i g h t e d  l a n t e r n .  I f  he f o l l o w s  t h a t  l i g h t e d  l a n t e r n  he w i l l  
be  led s a f e l y  o u t  of t h e  woods. But i f  he t u r n s  a s i d e  j u s t  a s t e p  o r  t w o  
and h e s i t a t e s ,  t h e  l i g h t  c o n t i n u e s  on o u t  of h i s  s i g h t .  Then he i s  r e a l l y  
l o s t .  If  o n e  t u r n s  aside f r o m  God's t r u t h  o n  just one p o i n t ,  or o n e  
d o c t r i n e ,  and d o e s  n o t  q u i c k l y  r e p e n t ,  t h e  l i g h t  o f  God's t r u t h  moves on .  
I n  h i s  s e l f - c e n t e r e d  e f f o r t  t o  f i n d  t h e  l i g h t  of  t r u t h ,  he now wa lks  
b l i n d l y  i n  wrong d i r e c t i o n s .  H e  t a k e s  more and more s t e p s  i n  t h e  wrong 
d i r e c t i o n .  T h a t  i s ,  he p r o c e e d s  on i n t o  more and more error,  a l l  t h e  
w h i l e  l o s i n g  more and more o f  what t r u t h  he had. 

God's Word, t h e  Holy B i b l e ,  i s  ' 'a  lamp u n t o  o u r  f e e t "  t o  g u i d e  u s  
o u t  of t h e  d a r k n e s s  of error and i n t o  t h e  d a y l i g h t  b r i g h t n e s s  of TRUTH. 
The o i l  t h a t  p roduces  t h e  l i g h t  i n  t h e  lamp or l a n t e r n ,  c a u s i n g  it t o  
l i g h t  up t o  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  i s  t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  ( c . f .  P s .  119:105,  
Matt. 2 5 : l - 1 3 ) .  

So comprehend t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n .  W e  a l l  w e r e  l o s t  i n  t h e  d a r k  woods 
of s i n .  On f i r s t  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  i t ,  w i t h  r e p e n t a n c e  and b e l i e f ,  w e  
received a f i r s t  p o r t i o n  o f  God ' s  Holy S p i r i t .  The B i b l e  b e g i n s  t o  
l i g h t  up. I t  i s  as  many a s  are  l e d  by t h e  S p i r i t  of God t h a t  are t h e  -- 
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b e g o t t e n  s o n s  of  God ( R o m .  8 : 1 4 ) .  The S p i r i t  o f  God, by l i g h t i n g  u p  t h e  
B i b l e ,  l e a d s  u s  a s t e p  a t  a t i m e  i n t o  more and more t r u t h ,  and a s t e p  a t  
a t i m e  o u t  of  e r r o r  and s i n .  But i f  and when you r e j e c t  one  p o i n t  of 
t r u t h ,  it i s  l i k e  s t e p p i n g  a s i d e  i n  t h e  d a r k  woods. You a re  no l o n g e r  
b e i n g  -- l e d  by t h e  S p i r i t  o f  God open ing  t h e  B i b l e  t o  r i g h t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  
The l i g h t - - t h e  S p i r i t  o f  God--leaves you. God ' s  TRUTH marches  on! I t  
l e a v e s  you b e h i n d .  You are i n  d a r k n e s s  a g a i n .  L o s t  a g a i n  i n  t h e  d a r k n e s s  
of s i n !  You s tumble  a round i n  t h e  t h i c k  d a r k  woods t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  t h e  
l i g h t e d  l a n t e r n .  But e v e r y  s t e p  you now t a k e  i s  t a k i n g  you f a r t h e r  away 
from t h e  l i g h t e d  l a n t e r n ,  p r o c e e d i n g  on t h e  SURE p a t h  o u t  o f  t h e  woods. 

- - - - -  

I n  o t h e r  words,  i f  you r e j ec t  one p o i n t  o f  t r u t h ,  o r  t a k e  one  s t e p  
a s i d e  i n t o  a p o i n t  o f  e r r o r - - u n l e s s  you r e p e n t  immedia t e ly  and g e t  back 
t o  t h e  l i gh t - -you  w i l l  t a k e  more and more s t e p s  i n t o  e r r o n e o u s  b e l i e f s ,  
and one  by one  g i v e  up t h e  p o i n t s  of TRUTH you had s e e n  and a c c e p t e d .  

Take t h e  example o f  some m i n i s t e r s  who l e f t  God ' s  Church.  Some 
t r i e d  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  new " c h u r c h e s "  of t h e i r  own. But t h e y  w e r e  n o t  
GOD'S c h u r c h e s .  These men had a l l  r e j e c t e d  one  or  more p o i n t s  o f  t r u t h ,  
o r  Church d o c t r i n e .  They a l m o s t  immedia t e ly  began -- t o  add new p o i n t s  o f  
f a l s e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e i r  own--not of God. Soon t h e y  began r e j e c t i n g  p o i n t s  
o f  TRUTH. P e r h a p s  i t  w a s  t i t h i n g .  P e r h a p s  h e a l i n g .  P e r h a p s  v o t i n g  i n  
t h i s  w o r l d ' s  governments .  P e r h a p s  i t  w a s  God ' s  Government i n  t h e  Church. 
Soon t h e y  w e r e  r e j e c t i n g  God ' s  a n n u a l  h o l y  d a y s  and f e a s t s .  Soon t h e y  
w e r e  r e j e c t i n g  m c r e  and more o f  GOD'S TRUTH and t u r n i n g  t o  more and more 
FALSE d o c t r i n e s  and errors.  THEY, PROFESSING TO FOLLOW CHRIST i n  t h e i r  
new way, WERE G O I N G  FARTHER and FARTHER AWAY FROM H I M .  They w e r e  g o i n g  
closer and c loser  t o  S a t a n  and S a t a n ' s  WAY. 

Now HOW D I D  I T  ALL START? 

I t  s t a r t e d ,  i n  e v e r y  case, by t a k i n g  one  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  S a t a n ' s  
direct ion--compromising--becoming " l i b e r a l " - - o r  r e s e n t i n g  and r e b e l l i n g  
a g a i n s t  GOD'S GOVERNMENT i n  H i s  Church--or l e t t i n g  a s p i r i t  of SELF e n t e r  
i n - - i t  c o u l d  be s e l f - r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  o r  s e l f - c e n t e r e d n e s s  i n  COVETING 
P 0 W E R .  More t h a n  one  h a s  been led i n t o  s p i r i t u a l  d a r k n e s s  by c o v e t -  
i n g  POWER i n  God ' s  Church. U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  c o n f e r r i n g  on l e a d i n g  m i n i s t e r s  
s u c h  r a n k  o r  t i t l e s  as " E v a n g e l i s t "  o r  " V i c e - P r e s i d e n t "  went  t o  some 
heads ,  s p a r k i n g  a c o v e t i n g  o f  POWER i n  t h e  Church. I t  a l m o s t  seems 
s t r a n g e - - i t  w a s  NOT i n  t h e s e  men a l u s t  o r  g r e e d  f o r  more money--it  w a s  
a c o v e t i n g  of  POWER--of t h e  TOP SEAT--of A U T H O R I T Y - - o r  o f  t h e  r e s e n t m e n t  
o f  a u t h o r i t y  over them. 

T h i s  makes m e  t h i n k  o f  o u r  l i t t l e  s h o r t l e g g e d  dachshund ,  " S i r  Hans 
Armst rong ,"  who wears a badge ( a round  h i s  neck)  , as  " d e p u t y  s h e r i f f .  'I 
H e  "owns" o u r  home, and a lways  wan t s  t h e  c h i e f  seat .  H e  w i l l  l e a p  up 
i n t o  i t  and c u r l  up i n  it. These  men wanted " t h e  c h i e f  seat"--at  l e a s t  
i n  a c e r t a i n  d e p a r t m e n t  o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  Work, and wanted t o  b u i l d  t h e i r  
own l i t t l e  "empi re .  I' 

HOW, t h e n ,  d o  w e  " l e t  o u r  g u a r d  down" t o  l e t  S a t a n  d e c e i v e  and l e a d  
u s  o u t  o f  t h e  Church? 

I t  a l l  ge t s  back  t o  THE LAW O F  GOD,  and t h e  "SIN QUESTION.'' S i n  i s  
t h e  t r a n s g r e s s i o n  of t h e  Law" ( I  John  3 : 4 ) .  The Law i s  S p i r i t u a l  ( R o m .  
7:14). I t  is A WAY O F  LIFE! - - - -  



PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, December 5 ,  1 9 8 0  Page 5 

The c h u r c h e s  of t r a d i t i o n a l  " C h r i s t i a n i t y "  t e a c h  t h a t  " t h e  Law w a s  
DONE AWAY." Adam and Eve TOOK TO THEMSELVES t h e  r e a s o n i n g  of t h e  KNOWL- 
EDGE O F  GOOD AND EVIL--that i s  t h e y  d e c i d e d  f o r  t hemse lves  what i s  s i n .  
The w o r l d ' s  " C h r i s t i a n "  c h u r c h e s  do  t h e  same. They c a n n o t  REPENT of s i n  
when t h e y  do n o t  know what s i n  - IS !  O r ,  have a f a l s e  d e f i n i t i o n  of what  
i s  s i n !  - 

The Holy S p i r i t  of God i s  g i v e n  t o  t h o s e  who have REPENTED of--  
TURNED FROM--sin. A b e g o t t e n  son o f  God i s  one who I S  LED BY t h e  Holy 
S p i r i t - - t h e  l i g h t e d  l a n t e r n  (or lamp) i n  t h e  d a r k  woods. I f  w e  do n o t  
FOLLOW where G o d ' s  S p i r i t  leads,  t h e  "lamp"--or i t s  l i g h t  ( t h e  Holy 
S p i r i t )  leaves u s .  

God's  L A W  i s  a WAY OF L I F E .  I t  i s  t h e  WAY of  o u t f l o w i n g  L O V E - - t o  
G o d ,  and t o  fel lowman.  I t  i s  OBEDIENCE t o  God and H i s  law--even when 
t h a t  Law i s  t h e  B A S I S  o f  God ' s  GOVERNMENT i n  H i s  Church! I t  i s  r e v e r e n c e  
and w o r s h i p  o f  God, k e e p i n g  God 's  Sabba th ;  and it i s  l o v e  t o  n e i g h b o r .  
The t r a n s g r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  L a w - - S I N - - i s  i r r e v e r e n c e  t o  God ' s  Law I N  H I S  
GOVERNMENT i n  t h e  Church,  v a n i t y ,  s e l f - c e n t e r e d n e s s ,  c o v e t i n g ,  r e s e n t -  
ment o f  a u t h o r i t y  ( e s p e c i a l l y  of God's GOVERNMENT i n  God ' s  C h u r c h ) ,  
s p i r i t  o f  r i v a l r y  and c o m p e t i t i o n  and s e l f - d e s i r e .  

YOU LET DOWN YOUR GUARD,  AND ALLOW SATAN TO DECEIVE AND USE YOU 
when, once  you have known t h e  t r u t h ,  r e p e n t e d ,  received G o d ' s  S p i r i t ,  
s t a r t ed  on  G O D ' S  WAY, you t a k e  a s t e p  away from t h a t  way, b e g i n  t o  
l i b e r a l i z e ,  compromise w i t h  S a t a n .  

Now what  a b o u t  DEMON POSSESSION? 

L e t ' s  UNDERSTAND t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between b e i n g  DECEIVED and U S E D  BY 

\ 

S a t a n ,  on  t h e  o n e  hand,  and  b e i n g  demon POSSESSED on  t h e  o t h e r  hand. 

I t  a l l  h a s  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  human M I N D .  F e w ,  even  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  makeup of t h e  human mind. L i k e  a n i m a l s ,  man h a s  B R A I N .  
The b r a i n  i s  composed of p h y s i c a l  s u b s t a n c e .  The b r a i n ,  whe the r  a n i m a l  
o r  human, sees t h r o u g h  t h e  e y e ,  it h e a r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  ea r ,  smells t h r o u g h  
t h e  nose .  Thus it receives knowledge t h r o u g h  t h e  f i v e  s e n s e s  of e y e ,  
ea r ,  n o s e ,  p a l a t e  f o r  t a s t e ,  and s e n s e  of  f e e l  t h r o u g h  n e r v e s .  

The b r a i n  a l o n e ,  however,  c a n n o t  t h i n k ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  m o s t  e l e m e n t a r y  
way. I t  c a n n o t  store up m u l t i p l e  m i l l i o n s  o f  b i t s  of memory and g i v e  
i t s e l f  i n s t a n t  r eca l l  t o  p u t  t h e s e  s e l e c t e d  b i t s  of s t o r e d - u p  knowledge 
t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  T H I N K I N G  and REASONING p r o c e s s .  Animals ,  w i t h  b r a i n  
a l o n e  c a n n o t  t h i n k ,  r e a s o n ,  make c h o i c e s  and d e c i s i o n s  l i k e  a human. The 
human mind-output  i s  m i l l i o n s  o f  t i m e s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h a t  of a n i m a l s .  

WHY? The re  i s  a p o r t i o n  of s p i r i t  i n  humans which i m p a r t s  t h e  power 
of  i n t e l l e c t  t o  t h e  human b r a i n .  T h i s  "human" s p i r i t  a c t s  a s  a computer .  
Whatever knowledge e n t e r s  t h e  b r a i n  t h r o u g h  s e n s e s  o f  s i g h t ,  h e a r i n g ,  
s m e l l ,  t a s t e  or f ee l  i s  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  "programmed" and s t o r e d  i n  t h e  
p o r t i o n  of s p i r i t  w i t h i n  t h e  p e r s o n .  

T h i s  s p i r i t  empowers t h e  p h y s i c a l  b r a i n  w i t h  i n t e l l e c t .  I t  e n a b l e s  
t h e  b r a i n  t o  have i n s t a n t  r eca l l  of any one or  several p i e c e s  of s tored-uF 
knowledge f r o m  t h e  s p i r i t ,  and t h u s  e n a b l e s  t h e  b r a i n  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e s e  
b i t s  o f  related knowledge i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of T H I N K I N G  and R E A S O N I N G .  
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T h i s  s p i r i t  i s  NOT t h e  p e r s o n  o r  any  p a r t  of t h e  p e r s o n ,  b u t  some- 
t h i n g  INSIDE t h e  p e r s o n .  I t  i s  n o t  a ' ' sou l . ' '  The p e r s o n ,  made o f  
ma t t e r ,  i s  t h e  s o u l  w h i l e  b r e a t h i n g  a i r  and c i r c u l a t i n g  b lood  by t h e  
h e a r t .  Human LIFE resides i n  t h e  blood and t h e  b r e a t h  of  a i r .  The 
p o r t i o n  of s p i r i t  added t o  e v e r y  human p e r s o n  f r o m  b i r t h  d o e s  n o t  s u p p l y  
human l i f e .  Of  i t s e l f ,  i t  c a n n o t  t h i n k  o r  r e a s o n - - t h e  p h y s i c a l  BRAIN 
d o e s  t h a t .  When a human d i e s ,  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  s p i r i t  l e a v e s  t h e  body. 
I t  i s  p r e s e r v e d  i n t a c t  by God ( E c c l .  1 2 : 7 )  u n t i l  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n .  

S i n c e  a l l  knowledge e n t e r s  t h e  b r a i n  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i v e  s e n s e s ,  o n l y  
knowledge o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  and  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i s  programmed and s t o r e d  i n  
t h e  human s p i r i t .  The human, w i t h  t h i s  one  p o r t i o n  o f  s p i r i t  r e s i d i n g  
w i t h i n  him from b i r t h ,  c a n n o t  KNOW o r  comprehend s p i r i t u a l  knowledge. 
The normal human mind can  d e a l  w i t h  p h y s i c a l  and m a t e r i a l  mat te rs .  But 
h i s  PROBLEMS, t r o u b l e s ,  e v i l s ,  a re  s p i r i t u a l  i n  n a t u r e ,  and he CANNOT 
SOLVE THEM. 

MAN WAS MADE T O  N E E D  ANOTHER SPIRIT--the Holy S p i r i t  o f  God. J u s t  
a s  a human c o u l d  n o t  KNOW t h e  t h i n g s  of human knowledge e x c e p t  by t h e  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  s p i r i t  o f  man which i s  i n  him, S O  he c a n n o t  know t h e  
t h i n g s  o f  G o d - - s p i r i t u a l  knowledge--except by t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  Holy 
S p i r i t  of God ( I  C o r .  2 : l l ) .  

Adam had t h e  " s p i r i t  i n  man," and access t o  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  ( t r e e  
of l i f e ) .  What happened t o  Adam? H e  u sed  h i s  M I N D  w i t h  i t s  " s p i r i t  of 
man" t o  CHOOSE a WAY OF LIFE c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  Law of God. H i s  mind became 
c a r n a l .  SATAN SWAYED I T .  S a t a n  h a s  been swaying a l l  human minds from 
b i r t h  e v e r  s i n c e - - a l l  EXCEPT THAT OF JESUS! 

-- 

T h a t  i s  n o t  demon p o s s e s s i o n .  I t  i s  a v o l u n t a r y  CHOOSING t o  fol low 
a WAY O F  LIFE c o n t r a r y  t o  G o d ' s  Law--the way of  SIN. A l l  have  s i n n e d .  
But  such  a p e r s o n  i s  I N  HIS R I G H T  MIND--HIS HUMAN M I N D !  H e  i s  d e c e i v e d  
and used  by S a t a n ,  b u t  NOT demon p o s s e s s e d !  

A demon-possessed p e r s o n  i s  j u s t  t h a t - - p o s s e s s e d  by t h e  demon. The 
demon h a s  ENTERED, and t a k e n  POSSESSION. The p e r s o n  no l o n g e r  h a s  con- 
t r o l  of h i s  own mind. The demon h a s  t a k e n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  it! 

When J e s u s  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  demon-possessed,  H e  d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  t h e  man 
a t  a l l .  He talked to the demon. The demon-possessed cannot of themselves 
cas t  o u t  t h e  demon. They are  no l o n g e r  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e i r  own minds! 
J e s u s  by H i s  a u t h o r i t y  ca s t  demons o u t .  So d i d  t h e  a p o s t l e s .  

N o w  HOW d o e s  one  come t o  b e  DECEIVED by S a t a n  and used  by him? And 
HOW d o e s  one  become demon-possessed? W e  a re  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  
t h i n g s .  

ALL, e x c e p t  J e s u s ,  s i n c e  Adam, have been DECEIVED and l e d  by S a t a n  
f r o m  e a r l i e s t  l i f e .  S a t a n  b e g i n s  working on and d e c e i v i n g  t h e  human mind 
even  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  l i f e - - i n j e c t i n g  h i s  a t t i t u d e  of SELF-CEN- 
TEREDNESS, v a n i t y ,  c o v e t i n g ,  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  r e s e n t m e n t  of a u t h o r i t y .  But 
what  a b o u t  a t o p - r a n k i n g  m i n i s t e r ?  H e  i s  one  who, s u p p o s e d l y ,  had p r e -  
v i o u s l y  become aware o f  t h a t ,  had REPENTED of t h a t  s e l f - c e n t e r e d  way o f  
s i n ,  and  t u r n e d  t o  GOD'S way. 

H e ,  i f  d e c e i v e d  by S a t a n  and used  by him, i s  one who, l i k e  L o t ' s  
w i f e ,  began t o  "look back' '--even i f  j u s t  a l i t t l e  a t  f i r s t .  H e  may have 
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been w i l l i n g  t o  compromise on  a minor  p o i n t .  H e  became a l i t t l e  " l i b e r a l "  
on some p o i n t .  O r  he  l e t  v a n i t y ,  c o v e t o u s n e s s ,  des i re  f o r  p e r s o n a l  POWER, 
o r  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  o r  d i s a g r e e m e n t  on  a d o c t r i n e ,  i n t r o d u c e  a wrong 
ATTITUDE a g a i n s t  t h e  Church o r  God ' s  WAY. I have e x p l a i n e d  a l l  t h i s  above.  
One s t e p  i n  t h e  wrong d i r e c t i o n  l eads  t o  a n o t h e r .  H e  becomes " l o s t  i n  t h e  
d a r k  woods," so t o  speak .  H e  i s  f o r  t h e  moment n o t  b e i n g  "LED BY G O D ' S  
S P I R I T . "  Soon he w i l l  be  m i s l e d  on a n o t h e r  p o i n t ,  t h e n  a n o t h e r .  O r ,  he 
comes t o  a new " t r u t h "  and a l l o w s  it t o  i g n i t e  a wrong a t t i t u d e .  H e  w i l l  
go f a r t h e r  and f a r t h e r  away from God's  REAL t r u t h ,  and f a r t h e r  and f a r t h e r  
i n t o  error .  But  HE I S  STILL I N  H I S  " R I G H T "  BUT CARNAL MIND--not neces-  
s a r i l y  demon p o s s e s s e d .  

Humans w e r e  c r e a t e d  and bo rn  w i t h  t h e  " s p i r i t  i n  man" so  a s  t o  NEED 
t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a second S p i r i t ,  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  o f  G o d .  N o w  when one  
r e c e i v e s  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  God, i t  DOES NOT POSSESS H I M !  I t  does n o t  TAKE 
OVER CONTROL o f  h i s  mind. I t  OPENS h i s  mind t o  NEW and t o  S P I R I T U A L  
KNOWLEDGE. I t  i s  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  a SOUND M I N D  (I1 T i m .  1 : 7 ) .  

HOW, t h e n ,  d o e s  one  open t h e  mind t o  l e t  i n ' a  demon? 

I knew a woman, so f a r  a s  I knew u n t i l  demon p o s s e s s i o n ,  a n  a d m i r a b l e  
woman. She became h a p p i l y  mar r i ed .  I n  pregnancy  t h e r e  w a s  a m i s c a r r i a g e .  
She made a t e r r i b l e  m i s t a k e .  She blamed i t  on God. She became b i t t e r  and 
e m o t i o n a l l y  e n r a g e d  and a n g r y  a g a i n s t  God. T h i s  opened h e r  mind t o  l e t  
a demon e n t e r  and p o s s e s s  h e r .  I w a s  c a l l e d  t o  cas t  o u t  t h e  demon. She 
w a s  restored t o  h e r  n a t u r a l  mind. She became p r e g n a n t  a g a i n .  Again t h e r e  
w a s  a m i s c a r r i a g e .  Again s h e  accused  God, i n  e m o t i o n a l  a l m o s t  uncon- 
t r o l l a b l e '  a n g e r  and r a g e .  Again s h e  w a s  demon-possessed--only t h i s  t i m e  
by several  demons. (Read Matthew 1 2 : 4 5 ) .  I w a s  c a l l e d  a g a i n .  A demon 
w a s  u s i n g  h e r  v o i c e  and s p e a k i n g .  I n  t h e  midd le  o f  a n  u n f i n i s h e d  sen-  
t e n c e ,  t h e  v o i c e  commenced s p e a k i n g  a b o u t  someth ing  e lse  a l t o g e t h e r .  Tha t  
v o i c e  w a s  i n t e r r u p t e d  and a n o t h e r  began s p e a k i n g  w i t h  h e r  voice a b o u t  a n  
a l t o g e t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  someth ing ,  and y e t  none o f  i t  made s e n s e .  I t  w a s  
many demons, e a c h  i n t e r r u p t i n g  t h e  o t h e r .  

Some P e n t e c o s t a l  p e o p l e  g e t  t o  d e s p e r a t e l y  s e e k i n g  " t h e  s p i r i t . "  I 
have n o t i c e d  t h e y  o f t e n  s a y  " t h e  s p i r i t " - - n o t  t h e  HOLY S p i r i t , "  o r  t h e  
" S p i r i t  of GOD."  They c r y  o u t  d e s p e r a t e l y  t o  receive " t h e  s p i r i t . "  They 
s a y  c e r t a i n  words ,  o r  s h o r t  p h r a s e s ,  o v e r  and over hundreds  and hundreds  
of t i m e s ,  l i k e  "Glo ry ,  g l o r y ,  g l o r y ,  g l o r y ,  g l o r y ,  I' e tc .  O r ,  " H a l l e l u j a h , "  
hundreds  of times--or "Pra ise  you ,  J e s u s "  over and over hundreds  o f  t i m e s  
- - u n t i l  t h e  words become m e a n i n g l e s s  and m e r e  sounds .  T h e i r  minds a r e  
v i r t u a l l y  BLANK by t h e  t i m e  t h e  words by r e p e t i t i o n  become u t t e r l y  mean- 
i n g l e s s .  Somet imes  a demon h a s  e n t e r e d  i n  when t h e y  l o s t  c o n t r o l  of t h e i r  
minds.  

O r ,  i f  one  a l l o w s  h i m s e l f  t o  go i n t o  a n  e m o t i o n a l  r a g e  so i n t e n s e  he 
h a s  l o s t  h i s  mind,  a demon c o u l d  t h e n  e n t e r  and t a k e  c o n t r o l .  

But  a normal p e r s o n ,  k e e p i n g  a sound mind c o n t r o l ,  h a s  n o t  opened 
t h e  door t o  a l low a demon t o  e n t e r  and p o s s e s s  t h e  mind. 

I would n e v e r  want t o  p u t  myself  i n t o  t h e  hands  o f  a p s y c h i a t r i s t  o r  
a h y p n o t i s t .  
go b l a n k ,  I would immedia t e ly  r ise up and walk away. If  I s h o u l d  obey I 
might  open t h e  door o f  my mind t o  a demon. 

I f  one would a s k  m e  t o  t o t a l l y  r e l a x  my mind and  l e t  my mind 
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Under no rma l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  however ,  NO ONE NEED FEAR A DEMON MAY 
TAKE POSSESSION--unless you open  y o u r  mind by l e t t i n g  i t  b e  b l a n k ,  o r  
u n d e r  c o n t r o l  o f  a n o t h e r ,  o r  you l o s e  y o u r  mind i n  a n  e m o t i o n a l ,  a n g r y  
rage. 

Bu t  w e  d o  need  t o  b e  ON GUARD a g a i n s t  t h e  w i l e s  and d e c e p t i o n s  of 
S a t a n .  H e  d e c e i v e s  p e o p l e  by  S E L F - c e n t e r e d n e s s ,  v a n i t y ,  l u s t  and  g r e e d ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  of power ,  envy a n d  j e a l o u s y ,  h o s t i l e  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  r e s e n t m e n t  
of any k i n d ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  r e s e n t m e n t  o f  a u t h o r i t y ,  a n d  m o s t  e s p e c i a l l y  
r e s e n t m e n t  of t h e  GOVERNMENT OF GOD! 

S a t a n  i s  g o i n g  about  s e e k i n g  WHOM he may d e s t r o y  f rom G o d ' s  Church  
and Kingdom. D o n ' t  l e t  t h e  o n e  he d e s t r o y s  b e  YOU! 

W e  CAN be  secure i n  C h r i s t  and  i n  H i s  Church .  

L e t  m e  c lose,  a s  t h e  A p o s t l e  P a u l  d i d  h i s  s econd  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Church  
a t  C o r i n t h :  

B r e t h r e n ,  M i n i s t e r s ,  and  e v e n  c h i e f  E v a n g e l i s t s  i n  G o d ' s  C h u r c h ,  
"EXAMINE YOURSELVES, t o  see w h e t h e r  - you a re  h o l d i n g  t o  y o u r  f a i t h .  T e s t  
YOURSELVES. I' 

I h a v e  c o v e r e d  h e r e  I N  PRINCIPLE, wha t  OTHERS d i d  t h a t  c a u s e d  C h r i s t  
t o  t a k e  them o u t  of GOD'S CHURCH! D o n ' t  t h i n k ,  " W e l l ,  a l l  t h a t  a p p l i e d  
t o  THEM--not t o  ME!" B e  s u r e  YOU d o  n o t  s t a r t ,  e v e n  so l i t t l e  a t  f i r s t ,  
i n  S a t a n ' s  d i r e c t i o n .  L e t  no  j e a l o u s y  o r  c o n t e n t i o n  o f  any  k i n d  a g a i n s t  
a n o t h e r - - w h e t h e r  another  member or a n o t h e r  o f  YOUR RANK i n  t h e  Work, e v e n  
s t a r t  t o  k i n d l e  i n  y o u r  mind! F o r  GOD I S  NO RESPECTER OF PERSONS. For i f  
God s p a r e d  n o t  e v e n  t h e  ANGELS t h a t  s i n n e d  (I1 P e t e r  2 : 4 ) ,  H e  would no 
more s p a r e  YOU! I d i d  n o t  w r i t e  t h i s  a r t i c l e  i n  order  t o  s p e a k  AGAINST 
t h o s e  who are  OUT, b u t  t o  warn  YOU who are  s t i l l  i n ,  f rom t h e  v e r y  TOP i n  
t h e  Church  t o  t h e  leas t .  

- 

W e  s a y  w e  are b a c k  on t h e  t r a c k  now. W e  s a y  w e  have  TEAMWORK a n d  
ha rmon ious  c o o p e r a t i o n  a t  P a s a d e n a .  T h a t - h a d  come a t  g r e a t  COST. SEE 
THAT WE D O N ' T  LET SATAN GET TO ANY ONE OF YOU! - 

I f  I had  t o  t a k e  t h e  MOST d i f f i c u l t  ac t ion  a g a i n s t  even my own s o n ,  
as  P a u l  w r o t e ,  be z e a l o u s  t h a t  ''1 may n o t  have  t o  b e  severe i n  my u s e  o f  
t h e  AUTHORITY wh ich  t h e  Lord h a s  q i v e n  m e  f o r  B U I L D I N G  UP a n d  n o t  f o r  
t e a r i n g  down" (I1 C o r .  1 3 : 5 ,  1 0 ) .  
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TO ALL MINISTERS 

by 
H e r b e r t  W.  Armst rong  

I a m  r eminded ,  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  a b o v e ,  of one  p rob lem of t h e  p a s t .  
Many of o u r  m i n i s t e r s ,  f rom a b o u t  1 9 6 7 ,  a p p a r e n t l y  began  t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  i n  G o d ' s  Church ,  f rom t h e  t o p  down, had a d i f -  
f e r e n t  meaning  t h a n  i t  d o e s .  

I n  b o t h  I C o r i n t h i a n s  1 2  and  E p h e s i a n s  4 w e  f i n d  a c h a i n  of AUTHOEiITY 
i n  t h e  B i b l e .  God t h e  F a t h e r  i s  HEAD above a l l .  J e s u s  C h r i s t  i s  n e x t  i n  
l i n e  o f  a u t h o r i t y .  B u t  GET THIS: UNDERSTAND I T !  A l t h o u g h  J e s u s  i s  t h e  
l i v i n g  HEAD of t h e  Church ,  H e  h a s  n e v e r  CUT US OFF f rom g o i n g  d i r e c t  t o  
t h e  F a t h e r .  I n  t e a c h i n g  u s  h o w  t o  p r a y  H e  d i d  n o t  s a y ,  " D o n ' t  you DARE 
t a k e  any  mat ter  t o  t h e  F a t h e r .  You D O N ' T  DARE g o  p a s t  ME! A l t h o u g h  I a m  
u n d e r  t h e  F a t h e r  i n  a u t h o r i t y  I a m  OVER Y O U ,  a n d  i f  you dare  t a k e  i t  o v e r  
my head a n d  go t o  t h e  F a t h e r  d i r e c t ,  I w i l l  CUT YOU OFF!" N o ,  J e s u s  s a i d ,  
"When ye  p r a y ,  s a y ,  Our F a t h e r , "  e t c . - - g o  d i r e c t  t o  t h e  F a t h e r ,  b u t  i n  
J e s u s '  name--by H i s  a u t h o r i t y .  T h a t  i s ,  J e s u s  g a v e  u s  AUTHORITY t o  go t o  
t h e  F a t h e r  d i r e c t .  

-- 

But  many i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y  FEARED t o  come d i r e c t  t o  m e .  The c h a i n  of 
a u t h o r i t y  i s ,  f i r s t  God t h e  F a t h e r ,  n e x t  C h r i s t ,  HEAD o f  t h e  CHURCH,  n e x t ,  
o n  t h e  human l e v e l ,  C h r i s t ' s  A p o s t l e ,  t h e n ,  UNDER,  n o t  over t h e  A p o s t l e ,  
E v a n g e l i s t ,  t h e n  P a s t o r ,  t h e n  E l d e r .  But  many FEARED for t h e i r  jobs if 
t h e y  came d i r e c t  a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  t o  t h e  A p o s t l e .  The E v a n g e l i s t - r a n k  
E x e c u t i v e  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t i a l  o f f i c e  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  TOP and  anyone  above  
w a s  CUT OFF! T h a t  r e a l l y  m e a n t ,  if anyone  s t o p p e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  i t ,  t h a t  
a l l  above t h e  o f f i c e  i n  c h a r g e  o f  m i n i s t e r s ,  o r  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  V i c e - P r e s i -  
d e n t  w e r e  CUT OFF! T h a t  means ,  a c t u a l l y ,  b e i n g  CUT OFF from C h r i s t  and  
f r o m  God t h e  F a t h e r !  

L e t  m e  once f o r  a l l  make t h i s  CLEAR a n d  PLAIN. NO ONE i s  CUT OFF -- 
f r o m  coming t o  m e .  N o  one i s  CUT OFF f r o m  g o i n g  above my head  t o  C h r i s t ,  
or  above H i s  h e a d  t o  t h e  F a t h e r !  

Any major problem may b e  b r o u g h t  d i r e c t l y  t o  m e .  NO ONE MUST FEAR 
t o  b r i n g  a n y  s u c h  matter t o  m e  d i r ec t !  NO ONE I S  CUT O F F  FROM m e !  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand I d o  wan t  you t o  u n d e r s t a n d  I c a n ' t  h a n d l e  e v e r y  
r o u t i n e  ma t t e r ,  t h a t ' s  what  o t h e r  o f f i c e s  u n d e r  m e  a re  f o r !  

B u t  NO ONE SETS POLICIES BUT THE APOSTLE! And a l l  major p r o b l e m s  
may b e  f r e e l y  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  A p o s t l e .  The door i s  open .  Bu t  p l e a s e  j u s t  
d o n ' t  come t o  m e  w i t h  e v e r y  l i t t l e  minor  t h i n g ,  f o r  t h e r e  a re  j u s t  n o t  
enough of m e  t o  h a n d l e  so many ma t t e r s .  U s e  judgment  and  wisdom. "Nuff 
sa id"  ! ! 
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I r e g r e t  e x c e e d i n g l y  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  r e p o r t  t o  you t h e  d i s f e l l o w -  
sh ipment  f r o m  t h e  Church of a n o t h e r  m i n i s t e r  whom I have loved v e r y  much. 
Un les s  i t  i s  l a t e r  made n e c e s s a r y  I do n o t  want t o  mark him b e f o r e  t h e  
e n t i r e  membership. 

But d i v i s i o n  and s p i r i t u a l  harm h a s  come t o  t h e  Church i n  Washington 
D . C .  unde r  t h e  p a s t o r s h i p  of Sherwin McMichael. Much o f  it c e n t e r e d  
a round a m i s c o n c e p t i o n  o f  what demon p o s s e s s i o n  i s ,  and how t h e  m i n i s t r y  
shou ld  d e a l  w i t h  i t .  A c e r t a i n  " p s y c h i a t r y " - r e l a t e d  method w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  
which w a s  harming and d i v i d i n g  t h e  Church t h e r e .  I may i n  a n e a r  i s s u e  
go i n t o  some d e t a i l  o f  t h e  new supposed " B i b l i c a l "  p r o c e d u r e  i n t r o d u c e d - -  
and e x p l a i n  demon p o s s e s s i o n  and t h e  m i n i s t e r i a l  d e a l i n g  w i t h  it i n  more 
d e t a i l .  But a t t i t u d e  and harm t o  Church w e r e  t h e  main c a u s e s .  I d i d  and 
s t i l l  d o  love Sherwin v e r y  d e e p l y ,  and I hope y o u ' l l  j o i n  m e  i n  p r a y e r  
t h a t  h e ' l l  f i n d  h i s  way back t o  t h e  l i g h t e d  l a n t e r n  l e a d i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  
d a r k n e s s  b e f o r e  i t ' s  too l a t e  t h a t  he might  y e t  be r e c e i v e d  back .  

--Herbert W. Armstrong 

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

Local Church Video EauiDment 

I t  h a s  come t o  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  some of t h e  men a t t e n d i n g  t h e  M i n i s t e -  
r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program i n a d v e r t e n t l y  may have been g i v e n  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  
t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  t r y  t o  r a i se  money l o c a l l y  and p u r c h a s e  v i d e o  equipment  
f o r  t h e i r  c h u r c h e s .  Please do - n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  d o  t h i s .  

The c o s t  of  p u r c h a s i n g  t h i s  equipment  would b e  q u i t e  e x p e n s i v e  f o r  m o s t  
o f  t h e  l o c a l  c h u r c h e s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  w e . f e e 1  i f  v i d e o  programs are  s e n t  
t o  t h e  f i e l d  w e  w i l l  p u r c h a s e  1 0  o r  1 5  sets of equipment  and send  t h e  
equipment  a round  t o  a l l  t h e  c h u r c h e s  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  v i d e o  t a p e s .  

U s i n s  t h e  C e n t r a l  C l e a r i n a  Account t o  Pav H a l l  Rent 

I f  it c a n  be  a v o i d e d ,  p l e a s e  do  - n o t  u s e  t h e  C e n t r a l  C l e a r i n g  Account t o  
pay  normal  c h u r c h  h a l l  r e n t .  However, i f  a s i t u a t i o n  ar ises  i n  which t h e  
C.C.A.  must  b e  u s e d  t o  pay h a l l  r e n t ,  p l e a s e  a t t a c h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  informa-  
t i o n  t o  t h e  y e l l o w  C . C . A .  Expense Record s l i p :  

1. The name and  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  vendor .  ( T h i s  i s  of  p a r t i c u l a r  
. n e c e s s i t y  i f  t h e  check  i s  made o u t  t o  a deacon o r  o t h e r  t h i r d  

p a r t y .  1 

2 .  The f e d e r a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  number o f  t h e  vendor .  

3.  A r e c e i p t  f o r  t h e  payment. 

T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  needed by t h e  Account ing  Department  so t h a t  t h e y  c a n  
p r o p e r l y  r e p o r t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  government  f o r  income t a x  
p u r p o s e s .  

(Cont inued  on  page  1 2 )  
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AVoice Cries Out: 
What's Wrong 

with 
Organized Labor? 

Has it, after all, contributed to a 
permanently better world, or-. ? 
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H E  U N I O N  worker, as T well as the capitalist, 
executive and  all of us, 
stands today on the very 
brink of human extinction! 

Right now we're all in the 
same boat. facing the No. 1 
problem of human survival! 

There has to he a cr\t SE for 
every eHect. "hat brought c i v i l i ~  
7atinn to the chaotic state *here 
tor the tirst time it's possible lor 
m a n  to erase mankind trom the 
earth" 

We're looking. i n  this series. a t  SIX 

major facets I~I man's civilization We 
covered modern education tirst, hecause 
the leaders are what education made 
them. and ci\iIfization IS the prnduct uf 
the leaden. We've cmered the rontrthu. 
tinns of go\ernment. t d  science and t e r h ~  
ncilog\, uf business and industry And 
now. organized lahor 

"hat has hern orranized labor's part 
tn the de\eli>pment (I: tcldav's c i v i l i i a -  
tit>n" 

Surely. when we h , k  nt the pri,g:ress 
made during the ?Oth <cnturv .  lahor's 
achLeuements have heen incredih lv  
g<>,wiq 

!dldern t,rgdnized lah8lr has pr iducrd 
the highest l iv ing atandard Itir the i . i ,m~ 
mqm m a n -  lor  the nal iun BE a uhtzle- 
ever enjoyed in any c ( ~ u n t r y  since mdn 
has inhabited this earth. I t  has rhctrt 
ened work hours, increased pay. hruupht 
tabulous benefits compared t<i labor 
conditions RS they existed p r e ~ 1 i w 4 \  - 
and st i l l  e x i s  i n  miibt countries One 01 
[he great c ~ i n r r ~ h u t i a n s  has k e n  < h i ld  
lahvr laus 

Hut comersel?. unrealized h\ m m l .  
lahur has ront r ihu led 11s ahare to the  
char!tic ctate of the country and ul the 
u n r l d  

One might  not th ink,  u n t i l  looking 
more deeply. that  nrganized labor has 
contr ibuted 11s rhare to the present 
problems uf  unemployment. intiation. 

.un 

HFRAFRT W ARUJTRONG 
Pastor (;enera1 
Wnrldwulde Church of God 

~~~ - 

'I-h<w whrn care Iur  11 may hare. yrarir. w i t h  m r  folluu up. \!r .Arrnrtronr'r 
hwkle t  The  .Sewen Laus ,>/ . S u ~ r * .  ('he nat i t in 's  top exerulires have 
lolhwed the tirst FIX A l s o .  rm requrrt .  no whscriptwn price, the lul l  color 
mass ~0rculati0n msyazme cd LWDPRSTAHUIHI,. The Plain Truth .  bringing 
you the meaning behind world news. .Addrcrs Herbert W Armstrong. 
Pasadena. Csl i l .  9112:l. or call toll free IMWi 423 1141. In California call 
collect (2131 577-5225. 
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I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N e w s  

R e p o r t  From t h e  U . K .  M r .  H e r b e r t  Armst rong  p r e a c h e d  t o  a n  o v e r f l o w  
a t t e n d a n c e  o f  a s p e c i a l  combined c h u r c h  i n  N o r t h  London r e c e n t l y  o n  h i s  
way t o  t h e  Midd le  E a s t .  F o r  many p r e s e n t ,  t h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h e y  
had s e e n  M r .  Armst rong  i n  p e r s o n  and  a number o f  members e v e n  f l e w  i n  
from o t h e r  areas  o f  t h e  European  c o n t i n e n t  t o  b e  t h e r e .  For t h e  many 
o t h e r s  who had  h e a r d  him p r e a c h  b e f o r e ,  i t  w a s  good t o  h e a r  him o n c e  
a g a i n  i n  s u c h  good form a f t e r  b e i n g  away f rom t h e  U . K .  f o r  so l o n g .  

P r o m o t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  on  from t h e  o f f i c e  h e r e  i n  R a d l e t t  
s e e m s  t o  b e  s e t t l i n g  down t o  a p a t t e r n  of s t e a d y  a n d  s u s t a i n e d  g r o w t h .  
Eve ry  week a n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  i s  a p p e a r i n g  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  major U n i t e d  
Kingdom n e w s p a p e r s  wh ich  i s  b r i n g i n g  i n  a s t e a d y  stream o f  r e s p o n s e s .  

The a d v e r t  p l a c e d  i n  T i m e  magaz ine  i n  J u n e  and  i n  Newsweek h a s  p roduced  
a good r e s p o n s e  from E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  p e o p l e  in other areas of Europe .  
A t o t a l  of j u s t  u n d e r  7 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  have  r e q u e s t e d  The P L A I N  TRUTH i n  
v a r i o u s  l a n g u a g e s  J s i n g  t h e  coupons  f rom t h e s e  t w o  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s .  T o  
m a i n t a i n  t h i s  f l o w  a s e c o n d  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  TIME h a s  j u s t  a p p e a r e d  and  
w e  a n t i c i p a t e  r e c e i v i n g  r e s p o n s e s  f rom it u n t i l  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  1 9 8 1 .  

A l though  a l l  t h e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  booked i n  S c a n d i n a v i a  have a l r e a d y  been  
r u n ,  a few f r e e  i n s e r t i o n s  w e  have  o b t a i n e d  are  s t i l l  b r i n g i n g  i n  a 
r e a s o n a b l e  f l o w  o f  r e s p o n s e s .  These  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  a s  r e f u n d s  f o r  p a s t  
m i s t a k e s  made by  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s .  

A l l  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  h a s  p roduced  s u b s t a n t i a l  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  f i l e  over t h e  
same p e r i o d  l a s t  y e a r :  1) The U n i t e d  Kingdom a n d  E i r e  t o g e t h e r  now s t a n d  
a t  62,00O--an i n c r e a s e  o f  6 0 % ;  2 )  S c a n d i n a v i a  s t a n d s  a t  13,OOO--up 1 2 8 % ;  
3) Europe  a n d  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  s t a n d  a t  over 15,00O--an i n c r e a s e  o f  3 9 % .  

T h e s e  f i g u r e s  a re  a l s o  ref lected i n  t h e  amount of m a i l  w e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  
r e c e i v i n g .  When compared w i t h  O c t o b e r  1979 ,  t h e  U . K .  a n d  E i r e  combined 
are up 479%.  T h i s  g i v e s  y e a r - t o - d a t e  f i g u r e s  of + 4 5 % ,  + 1 0 8 % ,  +43% and 
+169% r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

Income i s  a l s o  v e r y  g o o d ,  s t a n d i n g  a t  2 7 %  u p  o n  October 1 9 7 9 ,  and g i v e s  a 
y e a r - t o - d a t e  f i g u r e  o f  +31%. 

C a n a d i a n  N e w s  G r e e t i n g s  o n c e  a g a i n  f rom Vancouver!  The f o l l o w i n g  
combined Sep tember /Oc tobe r  r e p o r t  r e f lec ts  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  p o s i t i v e  t r e n d  
i n  G o d ' s  Work i n  Canada.  

F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h i s  y e a r  c h u r c h  a t t e n d a n c e  wen t  over t h e  9 , 0 0 0  mark 
i n  Canada i n  October. T h i s  r e f l e c t s  t h e  u p s u r g e  i n  new v i s i t  r e q u e s t s - -  
4 2 %  up i n  Sep tember  over o n e  y e a r  ago .  New b a p t i s m s  w e r e  up  4 0 %  a n d  
c h u r c h  a t t e n d a n c e  9 % .  

A t  t h e  e n d  of October t h e  m a i l  d e p a r t m e n t  had h a n d l e d  373 ,817  i t e m s  of 
incoming  m a i l - - a  147 .1% i n c r e a s e  over t h e  y e a r .  And t h e i r  work l o a d  
w i l l  n o t  decrease i n  t h e  forseeable f u t u r e - - t h e  o n g o i n g  ad campaign  f o r  
t h e  U N I T E D  STATES AND B R I T A I N  I N  PROPHECY i s  h e a d i n g  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t e d  
4 5 , 0 0 0  mark. Around 3 0 , 0 0 0  r e s p o n s e s  h a v e  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  so f a r  w i t h  t w o  
more weeks of a d v e r t i s i n g  t o  come. 1 2 9  n e w s p a p e r s  w i l l  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  
f l y e r  t o  a t o t a l  o f  4 .7  m i l l i o n  C a n a d i a n  homes. (Canada h a s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
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7 m i l l i o n  h o u s e h o l d s . )  And t h e  f l o o d  of  incoming m a i l  w o n ' t  s t o p  t h e r e .  
M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  o f f e r  of  THE M I S S I N G  DIMENSION I N  S E X  i s  s u r e  t o  b r i n g  a 
mass ive  r e s p o n s e :  o u r  es t imates  i n d i c a t e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8 0 , 0 0 0  r e q u e s t s  
t o  t h i s  semiannual  l e t t e r .  

The re  a re  s o m e  manpower changes  t o  announce i n  Canada. M r .  C h a r l e s  Bryce 
i s  t r a n s f e r r i n g  from Regina t o  Vancouver t o  become p a s t o r  of  t h e  L o w e r  
Mainland c h u r c h e s .  M r .  L a r r y  G r e i d e r  and M r .  David R e g i s t e r ,  f o r m e r l y  
working i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  w i l l  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s .  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  CKO a l l - n e w s  r a d i o  network renewed t h e  c o n t r a c t  f o r  The 
World T o m o r r o w  program w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  improvements f o r  1 9 8 1 :  The 
program w i l l  a i r  s i x  n i g h t s  a week, Monday t h r o u g h  F r i d a y  and Sundays;  
s p o t  a d s  f o r  t h e  program and b o o k l e t s  w i l l  be  b r o a d c a s t  3 0 0  t i m e s  d u r i n g  
t h e  y e a r  a t  no e x t r a  cos t :  t h e  network w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  open f i v e  new 
t r a n s m i t t e r s  w i t h i n  a y e a r  o r  so and g i v e  c o a s t - t o - c o a s t  news c o v e r a g e ,  
and a l l  t h i r t e e n  s t a t i o n s  w i l l  c a r r y  The World Tomorrow! 

Dutch A r e a  Update T o t a l  m a i l  r e c e i v e d  i n  Oc tobe r  was 2 0 1 9  l e t t e r s  c o m -  
pa red  t o  1360 l a s t  y e a r .  An increase  of 48 .5%.  The income f o r  Oc tobe r  
showed a 23.1% i n c r e a s e  y e a r  t o  d a t e  and a 19 .8% i n c r e a s e  f o r  t h e  p a s t  
1 2  months.  Church a t t e n d a n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  s a m e  month i n c r e a s e d  1 9 . 3 %  o v e r  
one  y e a r  ago .  T o t a l  a v e r a g e  a t t e n d a n c e  f o r  b o t h  c h u r c h e s  w a s  2 4 4 .  And 
t h e  number o f  a c t i v e  B i b l e  Correspondence  Course  s t u d e n t s  i s  1 2 4 5  c o m -  
p a r e d  t o  1290 one  y e a r  ago .  

ADDreciat ion f o r  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n a  Proaram 

Dear M r .  Armstrong:  

Thanks f o r  t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  Program. I a t t e n d e d  t h e  4 t h  s e s s i o n ,  b u t  
my w i f e ,  Angela ,  w a s n ' t  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  due  t o  t h e  r e c e n t  b i r t h  of a 
son .  I t  t r u l y  l i v e s  up t o  t h e  name " R e f r e s h i n g . "  I n e v e r  g o t  e x c i t e d  
o v e r  t h e  i d e a  o f  coming i n  f o r  a s a b b a t i c a l  b u t  I r e a l l y  g o t  e x c i t e d  
o v e r  t h i s  program and o p p o r t u n i t y .  And I c e r t a i n l y  w a s n ' t  d i s -  
a p p o i n t e d .  I t ' s  l e f t  m e  r e f r e s h e d  and i n s p i r e d  and I must  a d d ,  
r a i s e d  my l e v e l  of  competence and c o n f i d e n c e  i n  b e t t e r  c a r r y i n g  o u t  
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  I ' v e  been e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  h e r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  
The warmth and c a m a r a d e r i e  of u n i t y  permeated  a l l .  

Something e lse  t h a t  w a s  v e r y  u p l i f t i n g  w a s  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  f i r s t h a n d  
t h a t  t h e  men now i n  h i g h  p o s i t i o n s  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f u l l y  s u p p o r t  
you and serve t h e  Church a s  God i n s p i r e d  you t o  l e a d  u s .  T h i s  
s u p p o r t  and s e r v i n g  a t t i t u d e  comes t h r o u g h .  There  t r u l y  i s  a team 
mindedness .  

And t h a n k  you, M r .  Armstrong,  f o r  your  f a i t h f u l n e s s ,  l o y a l t y  and 
d e d i c a t i o n  t o  God, H i s  Word and H i s  Work t h e s e  many y e a r s .  Your 
y i e l d e d n e s s  t o  H i s  g u i d a n c e  h a s  meant more b l e s s i n g s  t o  u s  t h a n  w e  
p r o b a b l y  e v e r  s t o p  t o  f u l l y  r e a l i z e .  The f r u i t s  o f  God ' s  l e a d e r s h i p  
i n  your  l i f e  are most e v i d e n t  and e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g l y  so. My w i f e  and 
I r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  you and your  a s s i s t a n t s  who s e r v e  and s u p p o r t  
you,  t h e  Work and t h e  Church. Thanks a g a i n ,  and know t h a t  w e  h e r e  
i n  T a l l a h a s s e e ,  F l o r i d a  and M o u l t r i e ,  Georg ia  are  1 0 0 %  beh ind  you 
a s  G o d ' s  s e r v a n t  and A p o s t l e  i n  t h e s e  end days !  

R i c k  B e a m  
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Dear M r .  Arms t rong :  

E l s i e  a n d  I want  t o  t h a n k  you so v e r y  much f o r  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  
b l e s s i n g  a n d  p r i v i l e g e  o f  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  Program.  I t  
w a s  e v e n  b e t t e r  t h a n  w e  e x p e c t e d !  We're v e r y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  a l l  
t h e  e f f o r t s  b e h i n d  t h e  program.  

W e  w e r e  v e r y  i m p r e s s e d  o n c e  aga i r l  w i t h  how G o d  h a s  b l e s s e d  H i s  
Church  w i t h  s u c h  a t h o r o u g h  and b e a u t i f u l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of God ' s  
Word. I t  i s  amazing  how much God h a s  r e v e a l e d  t h r o u g h  you over 
t h e  y e a r s .  T h i s  program i s  a r e a l  " f e a s t "  of u n d e r s t a n d i n g !  

The f e l l o w s h i p  w a s  d e l i g h t f u l ,  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  campus i n s p i r i n g ,  
t h e  f o o d  d e l i c i o u s ,  a n d  t h e  c o n c e r t s  and  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  
v e r y  e n j o y a b l e .  

The m o s t  r e f r e s h i n g  p a r t  o f  i t  f o r  u s  w a s  t h e  p o s i t i v e  a n d  Godly  
s p i r i t  among t h e  leaders,  f a c u l t y ,  s t u d e n t s ,  e m p l o y e e s ,  e tc .  The 
a t m o s p h e r e  w a s  c l e a r l y  f a i t h ,  l o y a l t y ,  u n i t y ,  and  g r e a t  r e s p e c t  
f o r  y o u r  o f f i c e  and  l e a d e r s h i p .  S e e i n g  f i r s t h a n d  t h i s  k i n d  of 
example  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  P a s a d e n a  makes u s  f e e l  " p r o u d "  t o  be 
associated w i t h  them. 

W e  w e r e  v e r y  g l a d  t o  read t h e  t r i b u t e  you g a v e  t o  t h e  " p r o f i t a b l e  
s e r v a n t s "  i n  G o d ' s  Work  i n  the r e c e n t  Pas tor  G e n e r a l ' s  R e p o r t .  W e  
c o u l d n ' t  a g r e e  more .  And you have  c e r t a i n l y  s e t  u s  t h e  b e s t  example  
o f  b e i n g  a p r o f i t a b l e  s e r v a n t  o f  God f o r  t h e s e  many y e a r s .  

Don and  E l s i e  Hooser  

Dear M r .  Arms t rong :  

My w i f e  and  I would l i k e  t o  t h a n k  you f o r  t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  Program.  
I t  w a s  g r ea t  t o  see t h a t  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  J e s u s  C h r i s t  p u t  i n t o  t h e  
Church  t h r o u g h  you a r e  o n c e  a g a i n  b e i n g  f a i t h f u l l y  t a u g h t .  W e  a re  
b e h i n d  you 100% a n d  know t h a t  a s  p e r s e c u t i o n  i n t e n s i f i e s  a g a i n s t  
G o d ' s  Church ,  t h e  Work, and  t h o s e  who a re  H i s  t r u e  s e r v a n t s  t h a t  
God, a s  H e  d i d  fo r  t h e  f i r s t  E l i j a h ,  w i l l  a l w a y s  reserve f o r  you 
t h o s e  w h o  w i l l  n o t  " b o w  b e f o r e  B a a l . "  

Thank you f o r  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  l e a d e r s h i p  and  d i r e c t i o n .  You a re  
a l w a y s  i n  o u r  p r a y e r s  a n d  o u r  e f f o r t s  a r e  a l w a y s  t o  s u p p o r t  you i n  
c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  Great Commission. 

C r a i g  and  L i n d a  B a c h e l l e r  

Dear M r .  Arms t rong :  

A l t h o u g h  I a m  n o t  o n e  f o r  w r i t i n g  many l e t t e r s ,  I d o  w a n t  you t o  
know how v e r y  much my w i f e  a n d  I a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  Program.  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  r e i n v i g o r a t i n g  u s  t o  o u r  c a l l i n g  and  s e r v i c e ,  
u n i f y i n g  u s  i n  d o c t r i n e  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  i n s p i r i n g  u s  w i t h  t h e  
d i v e r s i t y  a n d  w o r l d w i d e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  Work, it a l s o  motivated u s  t o  
p a y  m o r e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a n d  n o u r i s h  o u r  m a r r i a g e .  Who would have  
t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  p rogram c o u l d  d o  so much? 

I a l s o  wan ted  t o  l e t  you know t h a t  a f t e r  some t h o u g h t  I h a v e  come 
t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  y o u r  book ,  THE INCREDIBLE H U M A N  POTENTIAL, i s  t h e  
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m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  book w r i t t e n  s i n c e  t h e  B i b l e .  F o r  what o t h e r  book 
can  a man p o i n t  t o  t h a t  so t h o r o u g h l y  e x p l a i n s  t h e  pu rpose  o f  
human l i f e ?  There  i s  none,  and knowing t h e  pu rpose  of l i f e  i s  
knowing t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  t h e r e  i s  t o  know. Thanks f o r  
b r i n g i n g  t h a t  t o  o u r  a t t e n t i o n .  

Ralph and D e n i c e  O r r  

D e a r  M r .  Armstrong:  

My w i f e  and I have j u s t  f i n i s h e d  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  
Program. Thanks so much f o r  making t h i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s .  I t  
indeed  HAS r e f r e s h e d  u s  and w e ' r e  a n x i o u s  t o  g e t  back now and 
s h a r e  it w i t h  t h e  b r e t h r e n .  I t  was a v e r y  ba l anced  program w i t h  
s o l i d ,  meaty i n s t r u c t i o n  o n  many c r u c i a l  areas of  d o c t r i n e .  I ' v e  
a lways  f e l t  t o t a l l y  behind  you b u t  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  program, 
f e e l  even more so! I a l s o  want t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t e l l  
you t h a t  o u r  members i n  New Brunswick l o v e  you d e e p l y ,  p r a y  fo r  
you e a r n e s t l y  and a re  t o t a l l y  beh ind  you. W e  t hank  God e v e r y  day  
t h a t  H e  h a s  i n s p i r e d  t h e  Church t o  " g e t  back on t r a c k . "  God i s  
b l e s s i n g  t h e  Church once  more. May H e  c o n t i n u e  t o  g u i d e ,  b l e s s  
and i n s p i r e  you. 

P h i l i p  W .  S h i e l d s  

Dear M r .  Armstrong:  

My w i f e  and I would l i k e  t o  add o u r  words o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  t h o s e  
of t@e other  m i n i s t e r s  passing t h r o u g h  t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  P r o g r a m s .  W e  
have v e r y  much a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  m a t e r i a l  w e  have r e c e i v e d ,  and t h e  
e x c e l l e n t  s p i r i t  of f e l l o w s h i p  e v i d e n t  among t h e  m i n i s t e r s  and wives .  
I t  w a s  a l s o  v e r y  e n c o u r a g i n g  t o  see and t o  h e a r  o f  t h e  happy t e a m  
s p i r i t  among employees i n  t h e  Pasadena  area.  

Ken and Carole  L e w i s  

Dear M r .  Armstrong: 

We've j u s t  r e t u r n e d  home a f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  f i f t h  s e s s i o n  of  t h e  
R e f r e s h i n g  P r o g r a m .  My w i f e  and I c a n  h o n e s t l y  s a y  t h a t  w e  t r u l y  
are r e f r e s h e d .  Thank you Mr. Armstrong for  m a k i n g  t h i s  program 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s .  Our i n s t r u c t o r s  a re  t o  be  commended f o r  t h e i r  
l o y a l t y  and d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h i s  g r e a t  Work and t o  you. 

My w i f e  and I p r a y  f o r  you e v e r y  day .  W e  t hank  God f o r  your  
s t r e n g t h ,  c h a r a c t e r  and  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  f i n i s h  t h e  work t h a t  God 
h a s  g i v e n  you t o  d o  i n  t h i s  age .  W e  t h a n k  God f o r  g i v i n g  u s  a s m a l l  
p a r t  i n  t h i s  g r e a t  Work. Please be a s s u r e d  t h a t  w e  back you 1 0 0 % .  
May God c o n t i n u e  t o  b l e s s  you and g i v e  you t h e  s t r e n g t h  t o  t a k e  H i s  
Message t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  wor ld .  

Bob and Faye League 

D e a r  M r .  Tkach: 

W e  have a l r e a d y  w r i t t e n  t o  M r .  Armstrong,  b u t  f e l t  w e  needed t o  d r o p  
you a p e r s o n a l  n o t e  a s  w e l l .  C a r o l  and I want t o  t h a n k  you f o r  t h e  
way you made u s  f e e l  so welcome and w e r e  s o  w i l l i n g  t o  l e n d  u s  a 
r e a d y  ear .  
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I t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  a way t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  a l l  who 
t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  Program. The one  t h i n g  C a r o l  and  I 
found  a b s e n t  w a s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  p r e t e n s e .  T h e r e  w e r e  no  a i r s  a b o u t  
anyone  a n d  i t  w a s  v e r y  REFRESHING! 

W e  h a v e  o n e  o f f i c i a l  c o m p l a i n t  t o  make a b o u t  t h e  C a t e r i n g  Depar tmen t .  
The c o m p l a i n t  i s  t h a t  C a r l t o n  Green p r o v i d e d  t o o  much f o o d ,  t o o  
o f t e n ,  t h a t  w a s  t oo  good! The r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  w e  a re  t a k i n g  more 
b a c k  home t h a n  w e  should- -added  w e i g h t !  Thank you f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  
and  w e  a r e  now l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  g o i n g  home and  p u t t i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  
i n t o  p r a c t i c e .  

Gavin  a n d  C a r o l  C u l l e n  

Dear M r .  Tkach:  

We've j u s t  f i n i s h e d - - a n d  have  t h o r o u g h l y  a p p r e c i a t e d - - t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  
Program. The t o n e  w a s  se t  r i g h t  f r o m  t h e  s t a r t  by  t h e  l e t t e r  t h a t  
s t a t ed  " t h e  o n l y  t e x t b o o k  w i l l  be y o u r  B i b l e . "  I t  w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  
e n l i g h t e n i n g  t o  h e a r  f rom you ,  M r .  B l a c k w e l l  and  t h e  o t h e r s  so much 
o f  wha t  y o u ' v e  h e a r d  f i r s t h a n d  from M r .  A rms t rong .  I ' m  e l a t e d  t h a t  
so much t i m e  w a s  s p e n t  on  s u c h  t o p i c s  a s  m a r r i a g e ,  p r e a c h i n g ,  
h e a l i n g ,  t i t h i n g ,  demons,  d r i v i n g ,  d i v o r c e  and  r e m a r r i a g e ,  c a l l i n g  
of t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  e t c . ,  e t c .  EVERY s i n g l e  s e s s i o n  w a s  s i m p l y  s u p e r ! !  
I c a n ' t  w a i t  t o  g e t  back  now a n d  s h a r e  i t  w i t h  t h e  b r e t h r e n  and  I ' m  
p r a y i n g  God w i l l  h e l p  u s  a l l  serve H i s  p e o p l e  a l o t  be t t e r  a s  a 
r e s u l t .  We're 1 0 0 %  b e h i n d  M r .  Armst rong  and  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a f f  ass is t -  
i n g  him. 

P h i l i p  W .  S h i e l d s  

M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  T r i b u t e  t o  M r .  Rader 

Dear M r .  Armst rong:  

W e  w e r e  so  happy and t h r i l l e d  t o  r e a d  y o u r  t r i b u t e  t o  M r .  Rader  i n  
t h e  l a t e s t  P a s t o r  G e n e r a l ' s  R e p o r t . '  A s  you s a i d ,  it w a s  l o n g  over- 
d u e .  W e  a re  w r i t i n g  t o  l e t  you know o u r  j o y  t h a t  you w r o t e  t h e  
t r i b u t e .  W e  have l o n g  a d m i r e d  M r .  Rader and  h i s  l o y a l t y  and  d e d i c a -  
t i o n  t o  you a n d  God's g rea t  WORK. Our l i v e s  w e r e  g r e a t l y  e n r i c h e d  
b y  g e t t i n g  t o  know him be t t e r  when h e  v i s i t e d  N a s h v i l l e  f o r  some 
i n t e r v i e w s  a n d  t a l k  shows.  H e  j u s t  n e v e r  wavers i n  h i s  service t o  
God a n d  H i s  Work a n d  it w a s  a n  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  be a r o u n d  h i m .  W e  
l e a r n e d  f i r s t  hand why you l o v e  him so much. When w e  w e r e  w i t h  him 
o u r  l o v e  f o r  him grew. H e  sets a g r e a t  example as a C h r i s t i a n  i n  
God's  service. H e  h a s  had y e a r s  and y e a r s  of e x p e r i e n c e  b e i n g  w i t h  
you d a i l y  a n d  you h a v e  b e e n  s u c h  a f i n e  example  a n d  t e a c h e r  t o  him. 
W e  j u s t  w i s h  a l l  o f  u s  c o u l d  have  had t h e  same o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  be 
w i t h  you d a i l y  over t h e s e  y e a r s  t o  have  you i m p a r t  more a n d  more o f  
God ' s  c h a r a c t e r  t o  u s .  

W e  a re  v e r y  happy a b o u t  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  h a v e  happened  o n  y o u r  r e c e n t  
t r i p  t o  Je rusa l em a n d  C a i r o .  God c o n t i n u e s  t o  work miracles.  

W e  a l s o  w a n t  t o  m e n t i o n  how much w e  e n j o y e d  t h e  Young Ambassadors  
f i l m  a t  t h e  F e a s t  of T a b e r n a c l e s .  On November 1 5 ,  t h e  S a b b a t h  
o f  T h a n k s g i v i n g  t h a t  you set  a s i d e ,  w e  showed t h e  N a s h v i l l e  Church  
t h e  v e r y  i n s p i r i n g  f i l m  o f  y o u r  C h i n a  t r i p  ( w e  had f i r s t  s e e n  it a t  
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t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  Program) and t h e n  t h e  Young Ambassadors f i l m .  The 
f i l m  ended w i t h  them s i n g i n g  "Harmony" and what a f i t t i n g  way t o  
end a wonder fu l  S a b b a t h  of Thanksgkving and p o t l u c k  d i n n e r  w i t h  
God's  b r e t h r e n .  Our s o n ,  S t e v e ,  . i s  one  o f  t h e  young Ambassadors,  
so w e  know how h a r d  t h e y  worked t o  make t h i s  p r o d u c t i o n .  W e  want 
t o  compliment M r .  R o s s  Ju tsum f o r  h i s  d e d i c a t i o n  and e f f o r t .  I t  
i s  so r e f r e s h i n g  t o  see w o n d e r f u l ,  c l e a n  and good e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  

BUT--none o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  would b e  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  your  d e d i c a t i o n  
and s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  Great God w e  serve. W e  want t o  e n c o u r a g e  you 
by l e t t i n g  you know t h a t  you c o n t i n u a l l y  e n r i c h  o u r  l i v e s  and set  
such  a f i n e  example f o r  u s  t o  f o l l o w .  

J i m  and Marge F r i d d l e  

More S p e c i a l  S a b b a t h s  of  Thanksg iv ing  t o  Come? 

The Beaumont and Lake C h a r l e s  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  m e t  t o g e t h e r  f o r  t h e  
s p e c i a l  S a b b a t h  o f  Thanksg iv ing .  Al though t h e  wea the r  w a s  c h i l l y ,  
o v e r c a s t  and a d r i z z l e  w a s  i n  t h e  a i r ,  i t  d i d  n o t  dampen o u r  
a t t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n .  W e  had a v e r y  c o m f o r t a b l e  and  b e a u t i f u l  
h a l l .  The sermon c e n t e r e d  on t h e  o c c a s i o n  and showed t h a t  God has  
ALWAYS d e l i v e r e d  H i s  Work from t h e  hands of  S a t a n  a l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  
a g e s ,  b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  w e  m u s t  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  meet f u t u r e  shocks  
--and may have  t o  have many more "Thanksg iv ings"  b e f o r e  t h e  Work i s  
accompl ished!  The sermon w a s  fo l lowed  by a p o t l u c k  d i n n e r  and t h r e e  
h o u r s  of f e l l o w s h i p .  I t  r e a l l y  w a s  a " s p e c i a l  d a y . "  

Dennis  Doucet 

Weekly L e t t e r  Comments 

A l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h e  Work 's  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  having  a p o s i t i v e  impac t .  
T h i s  week ' s  comments show how d i f f e r e n t  b o o k l e t s  have  he lped  t o  change  
p e o p l e ' s  l i v e s .  O the r  l e t t e r s  s h a r e  e x p e r i e n c e s  of  coming i n t o  t h e  
knowledge o f  t h e  T r u t h .  C o n t r a s t i n g  t h e  e m p t i n e s s  of  t h e  w o r l d ' s  
r e l i g i o n s ,  t h e y  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  u n i q u e  Work o f  God--the one  
and o n l y  t r u e  Church. F i n a l l y ,  a select ion o f  comments f r o m  Canadian 
l i b r a r i e s  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  p l acemen t  of M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  books on  t h e i r  
s h e l v e s  h a s  a l so  been  i n c l u d e d  f o r  your  i n t e r e s t .  

B o o k l e t s  Have Impact  

I borrowed a b o o k l e t  p u b l i s h e d  by you e n t i t l e d ,  SEVEN LAWS OF 
SUCCESS. I t  h a s  n o t  o n l y  changed m e  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r ,  b u t  h a s  a l s o  
r e a s s u r e d  m e  t h a t  w i t h o u t  God, t h e r e  i s  no f u t u r e .  I f e e l  t h i s  
b o o k l e t  w i l l  h e l p  many p e o p l e  i n  my community. I t  w i l l  h e l p  p e o p l e  
t o  b e t t e r  rea l ize  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no s u c c e s s  i n  l i f e  i f  God i s  n o t  
p r e s e n t .  God i s  success. May I p l e a s e  have t e n  c o p i e s  s e n t  t o  my 
a d d r e s s  a t  once.  

Gregory J. Washington (Savannah,  GA) 

I r e c e i v e d  your  b o o k l e t  c a l l e d  E N D I N G  YOUR FINANCIAL WORRIES. A f t e r  
r e a d i n g  it, I w a s  r e a l l y  amazed. I d o  have f i n a n c i a l  p roblems.  S o ,  
I have  d e c i d e d  t o  g i v e  t o  God. A l s o ,  a f t e r  r e a d i n g  your  o t h e r  
b o o k l e t s  and The PLAIN TRUTH magazine ,  I have d e c i d e d  t o  g i v e  t o  
t h e  Worldwide Church of  God because  i t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  any o t h e r  
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c h u r c h .  I b e l i e v e  y o u r  m i n i s t e r s  are  t r u e  m i n i s t e r s .  To end  my 
f i n a n c i a l  w o r r y  I w i l l  be s e n d i n g  you o n e  t e n t h  o f  my income e a c h  
week. 

Johnny  C.  J o n e s  ( A l t h e i m e r ,  AR) 

I t h o u g h t  you m i g h t  l i k e  t o  know t h a t  t h e  p a m p h l e t  I g o t  f r o m  you 
d i s c u s s i n g  VD f o r  my own c h i l d r e n ,  w a s  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  h a n d s  of a 
young g i r l  I work w i t h .  The m a t e r i a l  w a s  so p l a i n  and  t o  t h e  p o i n t  
t h a t  s h e  s o u g h t  h e l p  f r o m  h e r  d o c t o r .  L a t e r  t h e  g i r l  a s k e d  where  
I had g o t t e n  t h e  p a m p h l e t  f r o m ,  a n d  I showed h e r  t h e  b a c k  cover 
where  y o u r  a d d r e s s  w a s .  She  had n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  a c h u r c h  b o t h e r i n g  
t o  d i s c u s s  s u c h  a s u b j e c t .  

E .  C o l l e e n  S o u t h  (Wayland,  MO) 

I read y o u r  b o o k l e t ,  THE DILEMMA O F  D R U G S ,  and  w a s  f u l l y  s a t i s f i e d  
w i t h  t h e  outcome.  Whi le  i n  j a i l  o v e r  h e r e  I s e n t  f o r  y o u r  b o o k l e t s ,  
h o p i n g  t h a t  i t  m i g h t  h e l p  m e  overcome my r a g i n g  d r u g  p rob lem.  I c a n  
h o n e s t l y  s a y  a f t e r  r e a d i n g  i t ,  t h a t  I w i l l  leave t h e  d r u g  s c e n e  a l o n e  
t o  move o n  w i t h o u t  m e  a s  o n e  o f  i t s  many s u c k e r s .  I r e a l l y  r e c k o n  
God's  S p i r i t  h a s  h e l p e d  m e  overcome t h i s  p rob lem a s  much a s  t h i s  
b o o k l e t  h a s .  I ' m  o n l y  2 2  and  have  a l o t  o f  l i f e  l e f t  t o  r e a l l y  l i v e  
y e t .  I f i r s t  go t  i n t o  d o p e  when I w a s  1 4  and  now I c a n  b e  p r e t t y  
s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  e n d  o f  it a l l .  

G . A .  ( P a p a r u a  P r i s o n ,  N e w  Zea land)  

Could you s e n d  m e  anot!:er c o p y  o f  "You Can Q u i t  Smoking"? A f r i e n d  
o f  mine  " s t o l e "  my c o p y .  B u t ,  s h e  d i d  q u i t - - s o  t h a t  seems r ea l  
w o r t h w h i l e !  Thanks  a l o t .  

- 

P a t t i e  B o e c k l e y  ( W .  C h e s t e r ,  O H )  

L a s t  week I r e q u e s t e d  a l o t  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  w a s  o f f e r e d  f r e e ,  
a f t e r  r e a d i n g  a c o u p l e  of b o o k l e t s  I r e c e i v e d  f rom you .  Our f a m i l y  
w a s  b r e a k i n g  up  b u t  a f t e r  r e a d i n g  t h e  t w o  b o o k l e t s  o n  c o n v e r s i o n  
and why w e  w e r e  born,  a new u n d e r s t a n d i n g  came t o  u s .  W e  t h i n k  o u r  
f a m i l y  has a c h a n c e  t o  be saved now, b e c a u s e  w e  wan t  t o  know e v e r y -  
t h i n g  a b o u t  God which  w a s  t h e  m i s s i n g  l i n k  i n  o u r  l i v e s .  

Mrs. E i l e e n  K .  (Canada)  

I h a v e  read y o u r  b o o k l e t  e n t i t l e d  WHY MARRIAGE--SOON OBSOLETE? and  
I would l i k e  you t o  know t h a t  t h e  s e c t i o n  e n t i t l e d  " I s  T h i s  God 
S p e a k i n g ? "  i s  one  of t h e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  p i e c e s  of w r i t i n g  t h a t  I 
have ever s e e n .  You d i d  a n  a b s o l u t e l y  w o n d e r f u l  j o b  of s y n t h e s i z i n g  
several d i f f i c u l t  p a s s a g e s  f rom I s a i a h  and  making them easier  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d .  I h a v e  g i v e n  c o p i e s  t o  several  c o l l e a g u e s ,  and  a l l  
h a v e  b e e n  impressed w i t h  y o u r  work.  Thank you v e r y  much. 

Carmine  Mas t ro l ia ,  M.D. ( J e r s e y  C i t y ,  NH)  

I h a v e  r e c e n t l y  become a r e c i p i e n t  o f  y o u r  m o s t  e x c e l l e n t  l i t e r a t u r e  
a n d  a m  v e r y  i m p r e s s e d  b y  wha t  I have  read so f a r .  I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  
I h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  m y s e l f  a n  a t h e i s t  a n d  bel ieved t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no 
r e a l  p r o o f  t h a t  t h e  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  B i b l e  r e a l l y  happened .  I t  all 
seemed h i g h l y  i n c r e d i b l e .  



PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, December 5 ,  1980 P a u e  1 9  

About an  hour  ago  I s t a r t e d  t o  r e a d  HOW TO STUDY THE B I B L E .  I 
found a s e n t e n c e  which s w i f t l y  c h a c j e d  my mind. " A l l  t h o s e  e v e n t s  
which o c c u r r e d  t o  t h o s e  men i n  t h e  d i s t a n t  p a s t  hsppened ,  and a re  
w r i t t e n  and p r e s e r v e d  f o r  us t o  r e a d ,  so t h a t  w e  would p r o f i t  from 
r e a d i n g  t h e i r  examples  i n  t h e  l a s t  day  of  mankind b e f o r e  t h e  i n t e r -  
v e n t i o n  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t . "  

What I a m  t r y i n g  t o  s a y  i s  t h a t  t h e  B i b l e ,  i n  a l l  l o g i c ,  WAS w r i t t e n  
f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  mankind. And I have  now d e c i d e d  t o  spend t h e  
t i m e  and r e a l l y  t r y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  B i b l e .  

A . N .  ( C o r i n d i  Beach, A u s t r a l i a )  

R e c e n t l y  I had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e a d  your  b o o k l e t  ALL ABOUT WATER 
BAPTISM and found i t  e x t r e m e l y  i n f o r m a t i v e  and h e l p f u l .  I s h a r e d  
i t  w i t h  a few of my f r i e n d s  and t h e y  too w e r e  g r e a t l y  e n t h u s e d  and 
c h a l l e n g e d  by i t s  c o n t e n t s .  S i n c e  t h e n  many more of  my f r i e n d s  have  
r e q u e s t e d  t o  r e a d  i t ,  and my one  s o l i t a r y  copy i s  n o t  enough! So 
c o u l d  you p l e a s e  m a i l  m e  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  c o p i e s  of t h e  b o o k l e t .  I 
know t h i s  seems a l o t ,  b u t  I c a n  g u a r a n t e e  t h e y  w i l l  be t h o r o u g h l y  
read. Thank you. 

G . P .  (Mosg ie l ,  New Zea land)  

R e a d e r ' s  Recoqnize God's  T r u t h  

W e  are  g l a d  t o  g e t  your  l i t e r a t u r e  and PLAIN TRUTH v-agaz ine .  W e  
b e l i e v e  you are t e a c h i n g  t h e  T r u t h  a s  t h e  B i b l e  h a s  it. I t  seems 
n o t  too many p e o p l e  want  t o  believe what t h e  B i b l e  s a y s  and a s  God 
h a s  caused  it t o  be w r i t t e n .  W e  t r y  t o  p rove  a l l  t h i n g s  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  what  i s  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  B i b l e .  Thank God f o r  t e a c h e r s  l i k e  you. 

M r .  Robert S t i c k l e m a n  ( G r e e n f i e l d ,  I N )  

I have o n l y  r e c e n t l y  s t a r t e d  becoming aware of t h e  t r u e  Gospel  of 
C h r i s t  t h r o u g h  your  b o o k l e t s ,  TV show, e tc .  I f ee l  a s  if I r e a l l y  
a m  b e g i n n i n g  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a b o u t  the'Kingdom of God. 

S i n c e  I s t a r t e d  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  material f r o m  t h e  Worldwide Church of 
God, I ' v e  had t o  make some changes  i n  my l i f e s t y l e .  I n e v e r  r e a l i z e d  
h o w  h a r d  it would be, and y e t ,  i n  the p a s t  few months I f e e l  a s  if 
I ' v e  been g i v e n  q u i t e  a few b l e s s i n g s .  I t r u l y  want t o  be  a b l e  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  B i b l e ,  and I know it  w i l l  t a k e  t i m e .  However, t h e  
B i b l e  S tudy  Course  i s  a g r e a t  h e l p ,  and so i s  e v e r y t h i n g  e l se .  I 
want  t o  t e l l  you how g r a t e f u l  I a m  t h a t  someone i s  p r e a c h i n g  t h e  
t r u e  Gospel .  

Diane S a l c h l i  ( F l u s h i n g ,  N Y )  

I have been a m e m b e r  of t h e  M e t h o d i s t  Church s i n c e  1 9 1 4 ,  b u t  have 
n e v e r  been a b l e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  B i b l e  a s  I do  now. Thanks f o r  
t h e  t r u t h .  I w a s  7 8  y e a r s  o l d  i n  J u n e ,  and i n  a l l  t h a t  t i m e  I 
have r e a l l y  n e v e r  u n d e r s t o o d  the B i b l e .  I have been  so  f a r  wrong 
a l l  of my l i f e .  I w i s h  I c o u l d  have known of you when I f i r s t  
j o i n e d  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  Church. 

L.W. Heaton ( H o i s i n g t o n ,  KS) 
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I have r e a l l y  been s t u d y i n g  a l l  The P L A I N  T R U T H  m a t e r i a l  I c a n  g e t  
and f i n d  t h a t  I a m  l e a r n i n g  more a b o u t  t h e  B i b l e  and God ' s  Command- 
ments  t h a n  I have l e a r n e d  i n  3 3  y e a r s  of B i b l e  s t u d y  a t  t h e  c h u r c h  
I a t t e n d .  I t ' s  h a r d  f o r  m e  t o  u n l e a r n  t h i n g s  I have been t a u g h t  so 
long--but  I i n t e n d  t o  keep  s t u d y i n g  u n t i l  I know what  God h a s  f o r  m e  
t o  do .  I a p p r e c i a t e  so much t h e  work M r .  Armstrong and o t h e r s  are 
d o i n g .  

M r s .  L e e  Freeman (Dumas, TX) 

I have been s e a r c h i n g  my whole l i f e  f o r  t h e  r e a l  t r u t h .  For  some 
t i m e  now I ' v e  been  r e a d i n g  your  b o o k l e t s  and s e a r c h i n g  S c r i p t u r e .  
The Church o f  God makes r e a l  s e n s e .  The res t  I ' v e  s t u d i e d  d o n ' t .  
I f e e l  l i k e  I ' v e  j u s t  come o u t  of Babylon s i n c e  I ' v e  l e a r n e d  o f  
t h e  Church o f  God. T r u t h f u l l y ,  I a lways  f e l t  and knew someth ing  
w a s  wrong w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s '  b e l i e f s ,  b u t  I c o u l d  n o t  p u t  my 
f i n g e r  on t h e i r  errors u n t i l  I l e a r n e d  o f  you. 

Mr. Ray Zapotocky ( H a z e l t o n ,  P A )  

H e i e  are a few l i n e s  t o  t e l l  you t h a t  t h e  l a s t  2 2  y e a r s  have been 
y e a r s  o f  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  B i b l e .  Those y e a r s  have been a 
p e r i o d  o f  eye-opening  t o  t r u t h ,  which I g l e a n e d  f r o m  t h e  pages  of 
The PLAIN TRUTH.  

M r .  Armstrong,  w i t h o u t  a d o u b t  i n  m y  mind, you a r e  a t r u e  s e r v a n t  
of G o d .  I thank  G o d  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  of b e i n g  a co-worker .  

M r .  Thurman Wakeman ( F l a n d r e a u ,  SD) 

I a m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  j o i n i n g  your  c h u r c h .  I n  my whole l i f e  I have 
n e v e r  j o i n e d  any c h u r c h  or  c l a imed  any t y p e  of r e l i g i o n .  I r e a l l y  
found no s e n s e  i n  i t .  I n  e v e r y  c h u r c h  I have  gone t o ,  t h e y  have 
p l a c e d  v a l u e s  on money and p a r t y  ma t t e r s .  M r .  Armst rong ,  I a m  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  my F a t h e r ' s  ways. These o t h e r  c h u r c h e s  make God ' s  
Word b o r i n g  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o n ' t  t e a c h  it. 

S h e r r y  H a m  ( A l e x i s ,  NC) 

I have  s t u d i e d  many r e l i g i o n s  and know j u s t  a b o u t  a l l  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  
o f  t h e  major and minor  sects  i n  t h e  U.S.A. A f t e r  a l l  my s u t d y i n g ,  
t h e  Worldwide Church of God i s  indeed  t h e  o n l y  one  t h a t  p r o f e s s e s  
e x a c t l y  what  t h e  B i b l e  d o e s .  M r .  Armstrong i s  t r u l y  a v o i c e  c r y i n g  
o u t  amid t o t a l  r e l i g i o u s  c o n f u s i o n .  

-- 

Marie Haass (Lynbrook,  N Y )  

L ib ra r i e s  Say "Thanks" f o r  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  Books 

I w i s h  t o ,  w i t h  a p p r e c i a t i o n ,  acknowledge r e c e i p t  of your  complimen- 
t a r y  copy of M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  book THE INCREDIBLE HUMAN POTENTIAL. 
A l s o  f o r  t h e  second book, THE WONDERFUL WORLD TOMORROW. The books 
are i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  and  b e i n g  w e l l  received by t h e  membership.  

Da l ton  L i b r a r y  ( S e b r i g h t ,  O n t a r i o )  
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On b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Dor ian  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  Board,  I would l i k e  t o  thank  
you f o r  t h e  compl imentary  c o p i e s  o f  H e r b e r t  W .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  books ,  
THE WONDERFUL WORLD TOMORROW and THE I N C R E D I B L E  HUMAN POTEN'I 'IAL. 
I am s u r e  t h e y  w i l l  be  read! by many who borrow from t h e  l i b r a r y .  

Township of Dor ian  ( O n t a r i o )  

On b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Board and t h e  L i b r a r y ' s  numerous r e a d e r s ,  I wi sh  
t o  acknowledge w i t h  g r a t e f u l  a p p r e c i a t i o n  your  r e c e n t  g i f t  t o  t h e  
l i b r a r y  which w i l l  b e  a w e l c o m e  a d d i t i o n  t o  o u r  c o l l e c t i o n s .  

O t t a w a  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  ( O t t a w a )  

Thank you so much f o r  t h e  compl imentary  copy of  H e r b e r t  A r m s t r o n g ' s  
new book TOMORROW...WHAT I T  WILL BE L I K E .  I t  w i l l  b e  a welcome 
a d d i t i o n  t o  o u r  c o l l e c t i o n .  The l i b r a r y  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e s  p r i v a t e  
d o n a t i o n s  a s  t h e y  i n d i c a t e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  l i b r a r y  and i t s  programs.  

S t .  C a t h a r i n e s  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  

W e  g r a t e f u l l y  acknowledge r e c e i p t  o f  TOMORROW...WHAT I T  WILL BE L I K E  
by H e r b e r t  W .  Armstrong.  Your c o n t r i b u t i o n  i s  b e i n g  added t o  t h e  
P r o v i n c i a l  L i b r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n .  

Saskatchewan P r o v i n c i a l  L i b r a r y  (Regina)  

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  v e r y  much your  d o n a t i o n  o f  THE WONDERFUL WORLD TOMORROW 
by H e r b e r t  W .  Armstrong t o  o u r  l i b r a r y .  Thank you a g a i n .  

Kenora P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  (Kenora,  O n t a r i o )  

The P o r t a g e  C i t y  L i b r a r y  would l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  i t s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  d o n a t i o n  of t h e  TOMORROW--WHAT I T  WILL BE L I K E .  W e  w i l l  add t h i s  
t i t l e  t o  o u r  book s h e l v e s  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  u s e .  Thank you a g a i n .  

P o r t a g e  L i b r a r y  (Manitoba)  

--;OE TKACH, MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

EASTERN U.S. CHURCHES UPDATED BY MR. RADER, MEDIA TURNED AROUND 

J u s t  b e f o r e  Thanksg iv ing  M r .  Rade r ,  accompanied by h i s  w i f e ,  M r .  John  
K i n e s t o n  and M r .  J o s e p h  Kotora  and h i s  w i f e ,  went t o  t h r e e  e a s t e r n  c i t i e s .  
Through numerous r a d i o ,  TV and newspaper i n t e r v i e w s ,  he  w a s  able  t o  t u r n  
a round t h e  media i n  a n  area where t h e  Work had p r e v i o u s l y  r e c e i v e d  bad 
cove rage .  While i n  t h e  r e g i o n  he m e t  w i t h  b r e t h r e n  assembled  from s e v e r a l  
Churches of God. The B u f f a l o ,  N . Y .  Church, t h e  C h a r l e s t o n ,  W .  V a .  and 
t h e n  P i t t s b u r g h  area c o n g r e g a t i o n s  en joyed  p o t l u c k  meals t o g e t h e r  w i t h  M r .  
R a d e r ' s  p a r t y .  

During e a c h  of t h e s e  v i s i t s  M r .  Rader t o l d  t h e  b r e t h r e n  a b o u t  M r .  A r m -  
s t r o n g ' s  r e c e n t  t r i p ,  gave  a n  u p d a t e  on t h e  l e g a l  s i t u a t i o n  and e x h o r t e d  
them t o  remain  1 0 0 %  beh ind  M r .  Armstrong and t h e  Work. Anx ious ly  l o o k i n g  
forward  t o  t h e  t i m e  when M r .  Armstrong may someday v i s i t  them p e r s o n a l l y ,  
t h e  m e m b e r s  i n  e a c h  l o c a t i o n  devoured  e v e r y  b i t  o f  news w i t h  e n t h u s i a s m .  



PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, December 5 ,  1 9 8 0  Page 2 2  

A GLIMPSE I N T O  THE PERSONAL CORRESPONDENCE DEPARTMENT 

One o f  t h e  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  M a i l  P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  i s  t h e  P e r s o n a l  Corres- 
pondence Department .  M r .  Armstrong s t a r t e d  t h i s  f u n c t i o n  of  God ' s  Work 
n e a r l y  3 0  y e a r s  ago when s e n i o r  s t u d e n t s  o f  Ambassador C o l l e g e ,  under  h i s  
and h i s  w i f e ' s  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  began answer ing  l e t t e r s  from p e o p l e  r e s p o n d i n g  
t o  t h e  b r o a d c a s t s  and p u b l i c a t i o n s .  I n  1 9 7 2  a l l  m a i l  h a n d l i n g  f u n c t i o n s  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  P e r s o n a l  Correspondence  Department  were c o n s o l i d a t e d  i n t o  
t h e  M a i l  P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r .  

The PC s t a f f  p r e s e n t l y  c o n s i s t s  of  f o u r  s e n i o r  w r i t e r s  who have  been 
answer ing  l e t t e r s  f o r  1 5  t o  2 0  y e a r s .  The re  are  f o u r  o t h e r  men, m o s t l y  
w i t h  several  y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and s i x  s e c r e t a r y - t y p i s t s .  W e  a l s o  hope 
t o  b e g i n  u s i n g  Ambassador s t u d e n t s  a g a i n ,  s u p e r v i s e d  by t h e  s e n i o r  wr i te rs  
as  w a s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  i n  ea r l i e r  y e a r s .  

I n  a n  a v e r a g e  week, t h e  PC t e a m  h a n d l e s  between 4 5 0  and 5 0 0  l e t t e r s .  
These i n c l u d e  l e t t e r s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  a n o i n t e d  c l o t h  r e q u e s t s ,  
s e r i o u s  p e r s o n a l  problems and p r a y e r  r e q u e s t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  q u e s t i o n s .  
Peop le  a s k  e v e r y  i m a g i n a b l e  k i n d  of  q u e s t i o n ,  r a n g i n g  from v e r y  minor  
c u r i o s i t y  p o i n t s  t o  major  d o c t r i n a l  q u e s t i o n s .  

Each l e t t e r  i s  g i v e n  p e r s o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  and answered i n  a way w e  f e e l  
w i l l  uphold M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  t e a c h i n g s  and a c t u a l l y  h e l p  t h e  p e r s o n .  A 
c u r i o s i t y  q u e s t i o n  i s  u s u a l l y  answered ,  b u t  a l s o  p u t  i n t o  p e r s p e c t i v e  and 
t h e  p e r s o n  i s  g e n t l y  d i r e c t e d  back t o  t h e  t r u n k  o f  t h e  t ree .  Le t te rs  
s h a r i n g  p e r s o n a l  problems are handled  by r emind ing  t h e  i n q u i r e r  of  God ' s  
p l a n  a n d , p r o m i s e s ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  him t o  s t u d y  God ' s  Word and a s k  f o r  t h e  
f a i t h  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e c e i v e  God ' s  d e l i v e r a n c e  and h e l p .  And, 
of c o u r s e ,  w e  p r a y  f o r  t h e s e  p e o p l e  too! 

D o c t r i n a l  matters which God h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Church t h r o u g h  H i s  
A p o s t l e  a re  answered by r e f e r r i n g  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  ma te r i a l s  Mr. Armstrong 
h a s  w r i t t e n  and messages h e  h a s  p reached  over t h e  y e a r s .  The few 
q u e s t i o n s  which have n o t  been s e t t l e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where w e  c a n  g i v e  a n  
answer from M r .  Armstrong a re  s e n t  t o  him f o r  h i s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  H e  may 
t h e n  be i n s p i r e d  t o  w r i t e  a n  a r t i c l e  on t h e  s u b j e c t  o r  i n  s o m e  manner 
a d d r e s s  t h e  ma t t e r .  

The P e r s o n a l  Correspondence  Department  serves and s u p p o r t s  M r .  Armstrong 
and  t h e  f i e l d  m i n i s t r y .  Members and PMs who w r i t e  w i t h  problems a re  
encouraged  t o  c o u n s e l  w i t h  t h e i r  l oca l  p a s t o r s .  O f t e n  o u r  w r i t e r s  w i l l  
c a l l  t h e  l oca l  p a s t o r  f o r  a d v i c e  i n  answer ing  a l e t te r  from someone i n  
h i s  c o n g r e g a t i o n  so a s  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  him and b e s t  s e r v e  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  
needs .  

- -Richard R i c e ,  M a i l  P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

TENSION I N  POLAND MOUNTS: WILL SOVIETS INVADE? F o r  t h e  n e x t  few weeks t h e  
eves  of t h e  wor ld  w i l l  be  f o c u s e d  upon Poland .  Th2 b i q  c o n c e r n  i s  t h i s :  
Will t h e  S o v i e t  Union f ee l  compe l l eh  t o  m i l i t a r i l y  s u p p r e s s  t h e  independ-  
e n t  labor  u n i o n  movement--and r e s u l t a n t  p o l i t i c a l  l i b e r a l i z a t i o n - - t h a t  h a s  
sp rung  up w i t h  amazing s t r e n g t h ?  

The s o - c a l l e d  " S o l i d a r i t y "  u n i o n ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  t r a d e  
g r o u p s ,  a l o n e  claims a membership of  between 7 and 1 0  m i l l i o n  workers--  
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including about 700,000 communist party members! Many of its younger 
leaders are openly contemptuous of the country's Communist bosses. 

The political leadership, in turn, has tried to molify the country's 
impassioned workers. Liberalization has picked up so much steam that it 
threatens to get out of hand. The Communist Party newspaper Trybuna Ludu 
now maintains that there are at least three factions in party ranks: one 
group demanding an end to liberalization, a second wanting the liberali- 
zation trend to continue, and a third group that has abandoned party 
ideology altogether. 

Mieczyslaw Rakowski, editor of the weekly Polytika, states that union 
leaders who do not seek ''cooperation with the state and the party" appear 
to be dominant in the labor movement. Even new Communist Party leader 
Stanislaw Kania has warned militant independent labor leaders to "sober 
up" and said they were threatening the peace of Europe. 

Reports that the Soviet army is beefing up strength on Poland's Eastern 
border and that the border region in East Germany adjacent to Poland has 
been closed to travel add to heightened tension. Are the Soviets engaging 
in mere saber-rattling? Or are they preparing to put into effect the 
"Brezhnev doctrine"--extending "fraternal assistance" to a beleaguered 
communist ally in order to "preserve the fruits of socialism"? 

The feeling among Western experts is that if the Soviet Army does move 
in (probably not before two weeks, when the ground will be firmer for 
heavy weaponry) it will be as a last resort. The men in the Kremlin have 
been fully warned by the West of the consequences they can expect. 

In the first place, military interference would kill what's left of 
detente. In the wake of Afghanistan, Western European nations were 
reluctant to go along with President Carter's calls for punishment. But 
Poland is much closer to home. The Soviets would probably face a total 
cut off in Western grain sales. Worse yet, the Soviets would find them- 
selves burdened with the responsibility of making up Poland's serious food 
deficiencies. (Polish authorities would bike to obtain some of the huge 
butter and beef surplus of the Common Market.) 

A takeover of Poland would also mean that Moscow would be saddled with 
Poland's huge debts to Western-world banks, now nearly $ 2 3  billion. Per- 
haps as an indication of what the Soviets would prefer to do, they yester- 
day (December 2) gave the Poles a huge $1.1 billion no-strings-attached, 
hard-currency loan. It is believed most of the money will be pumped 
straight through to the West to meet Poland's debt commitment. 

Not Like 1968 

Soviet military moves against Poland would undoubtedly result in far 
different consequences than those occurring after the combined Warsaw Pact 
invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968. That action squashed the liberaliza- 
tion efforts of the Czech communist government. 

In 1968, 500,000 troops marched into Czechoslovakia. Of these, 50,000 
were Poles, 20,000 East Germans, 20,000 Hungarians, and 10,000 Bulgarians. 
This time an invasion could hardly be undertaken as a joint Warsaw Pact 
(as opposed to strictly Soviet) venture. Many of the 250,000 troops of 
Poland's national army would undoubtedi;. revolt against MOSCOW'S command 
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and figk!? - - ~  a g a i n s t  t h e  S o v i e t s .  The S o ~ , r i e t ;  p r o b a b l y  could n o t  a s k  any 
e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  E a s t  German army t o  h e l p  o u t .  S a i d  a Western p o l i t i c a l  
o b s e r v e r  i n  E a s t  Germany: "Can you imagine what t h e  Po le s  would d o  if 
Russ i an  t r o o p s  e n t e r e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  froin one  s i d e  and German t r o o p s  from 
t h e  o t h e r ?  I t  would be  1 9 3 9  a l l  o v e r  a g a i n ,  and would c e r t a i n l y  i n f l a m e  
P o l i s h  p a t r i o t i s m  t o  a s u i c i d a l  e x t r e m e . "  Pe rhaps  t h i s  i s  a b i t  o f  an  
e x a g g e r a t i o n ,  b u t  i t  emphas izes  t h e  dilemma Moscow i s  i n .  

The S o v i e t s  are  a l r e a d y  engaged i n  one  h o t  w a r  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n .  S t r e t c h e d  
t h i n ,  t h e y  p o s s i b l y  c o u l d  n o t  c o n t a i n  a f u l l - b l o w n  i n s u r r e c t i o n  i n  Poland .  
Thus,  t h e  S o v i e t s  s t a n d  t o  l o s e  e i t h e r  way. I f  t h e y  d o n ' t  ac t - -and  t h e  
r a d i c a l  P o l i s h  l a b o r  l e a d e r s  are b e t t i n g  t h e y  won ' t - -Poland  s l i p s  away 
i n c h  by i n c h .  I f  t h e  Red Army moves i n ,  b u t  i s  u n s u c c e s s f u l  i n  q u e l l i n g  
t h e  r e b e l l i o n ,  t h e  S o v i e t  Union s u f f e r s  a ma jo r  blow t o  i t s  power and 
p r e s t i g e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e n t i r e  E a s t  b l o c .  S l e e p l e s s  n i g h t s  f o r  t h e  men 
i n  t h e  Kremlin.  

Where I s  t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church? 

Meanwhile, what i s  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church d o i n g  i n  t h i s  u n f o l d i n g  
drama? N o t  too  much, a t  l e a s t  o p e n l y .  From a l l  a p p e a r a n c e s  t h e  C a t h o l i c  
h i e r a r c h y  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  i s  pe r fo rming  a m e d i a t i o n  s e r v i c e ,  t r y i n g  t o  
cool t e n s i o n s .  Above a l l ,  it d o e s n ' t  want t o  see t h e  R u s s i a n s  move i n .  
Moscow would c e r t a i n l y  p u t  a clamp on c h u r c h  a c t i v i t i e s ,  blaming much 
of t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  n a t i o n a l i s t  f e r v o r  on t h e  c h u r c h .  P e r h a p s  t h e  church--  
p e r h a p s  even  t h e  pope h i m s e l f - - d o e s n ' t  y e t  comprehend t h e  power i t  
p o s s e s s e s .  Writes John Lukacs i n  t h e  September  2 0 ,  1980 i s s u e  o f  - T h e  
New R e p u b l i c ,  a r t i c l e  "The L i g h t  i n  t h e  E a s t " :  

"During t h e  w a r  H i t l e r  s a i d  t o  h i s  c o u r t :  ' T h e r e  a re  t h r e e  powers i n  
R o m e :  M u s s o l i n i ,  t h e  k i n g ,  and t h e  pope ,  and of  t h e  t h r e e  t h e  pope i s  
t h e  s t r o n g e s t . '  H e  w a s  r i g h t ,  even  though t h e  pope w a s  n o t  s u r e  of h i s  
s t r e n g t h .  The p r e s e n t  pope ,  a Pole ,  may be more c o n f i d e n t  of i t .  We do 
n o t  know. What w e  know i s  t h a t  now, i n  Po land ,  worke r s  bo rn  unde r  commu- 
nism,  b r o u g h t  up unde r  communism, have d e c o r a t e d  t h e  Lenin  f a c t o r y  w i t h  
p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  pope and  of t h e  V i r g i n  Mary, and n o t  mere ly  because  o f  
t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n  of  n a t i o n a l i s m  ( i n  1 8 4 9  t h e  P o l i s h  n a t i o n a l i s t s ,  i n  t h e i r  
l e g i o n  w i t h  G a r i b a l d i ,  f o u g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  pope i n  R o m e ) .  T h e i r  demands 
have i n c l u d e d  more t h a n  t h e  i n d e x i n g  of  p r i c e s  o f  i n c r e m e n t s  i n  r e t i r e m e n t  
pay: t h e y  have i n c l u d e d  t h e  b r o a d c a s t i n g  of t h e  Mass, and r e l i g i o u s  
freedoms.  On t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  Lenin  f a c t o r y  t h e y  k n e l t  by t h e  hundreds  
and t h e  p r i e s t  came t o  p l a c e  t h e  body of  C h r i s t  i n  t h e i r  mouths.  A new 
k i n d  of  l i g h t ,  unexpec ted  and s t r a n g e ,  h a s  f l a r ed  up i n  t h e  E a s t . "  

Author  Lukacs m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  1 9 8 0  w i l l  w i t n e s s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  t h e  " f a t a l  
l o o s e n i n g  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  o r d e r  i n  t h e  E a s t , ' '  and t h a t  " t h i s  l o o s e n i n g  i s  
w e l l - n i g h  i r r e v e r s i b l e . "  H e  adds :  

"If  t h e  R u s s i a n s  b r e a k  i n t o  t h e  P o l i s h  f a c t o r y  towns w i t h  t a n k s  and 
f l a m e t h r o w e r s ,  b lood  w i l l  f low:  t h e r e  may be a d r e a d f u l  s i lence ,  f o r  
weeks,  months,  p e r h a p s  y e a r s .  Then t h e  r e a l  s t r u g g l e  w i l l  b e g i n ,  and t h e  
R u s s i a n s  w i l l  have  a f l a r i n g  r e v o l u t i o n  on hand,  an  unending  w a r  o f  
independence .  The R u s s i a n s  know t h i s .  T h i s  i s  why, no ma t t e r  what 
happens i n  Po land  i n  t h e  s h o r t  r u n ,  i n  t h e  long  r u n ,  i n  one  form o r  
a n o t h e r ,  t h e  end o f  t h e  S o v i e t  o r d e r  (which i s  n o t  t h e  same t h i n g  a s  t h e  
end of t h e  Russ i an  e m p i r e )  i s  now c o n c e i v a b l e  and p e r c e p t i b l e - - i f  n o t  y e t  
a l t o g e t h e r  a t  hand. I' 

W e  may n o t  have l o n g  t o  see whether  Lukacs i s  r i g h t  o r  n o t .  

--Gene H. Hogberg, N e w s  Bureau 


