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L O O K I N G  I N T O  THE NEXT FOUR YEARS 

AND N I N E  YEARS OF DECADE O F  EIGHTIES 

by 
H e r b e r t  W .  Armstrong 

I n  Mani la  it i s  t h e  morning of  J a n u a r y  2 0 t h .  La te r  t o d a y ,  noon E S T ,  
P r e s i d e n t  Ronald Reagan w i l l  b e  sworn i n t o  o f f i c e  a s  P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  
Un i t ed  S t a t e s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f o u r  y e a r s .  W e  have j u s t  s t a r t e d  t h e  second 
y e a r  of  t h e  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  e i g h t i e s .  WHAT L I E S  AHEAD, v i t a l  t o  u s  i n  God ' s  
Church i n  t h e  n e x t  f o u r  t o  n i n e  y e a r s ?  

B i b l e  prophecy  d o e s  n o t  p i n p o i n t  p r e c i s e  d a t e s - - o r  even  t h e  p r e c i s e  
year--of  f o r e c a s t e d  e v e n t s .  

During t h e  l a t e  s i x t i e s ,  c e r t a i n  i n d i c a t i o n s  l e d  m e  t o  e n v i s i o n  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y - - n e v e r  t h e  c e r t a i n t y - - t h a t  t h e  Work o f  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  era 
of t h e  Church might  be comple ted  by t h e  f i r s t  week i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 7 2 .  
Never d i d  I r e m o t e l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  c o u l d  be t h e  t i m e  of C h r i s t ' s  r e t u r n ;  
t h e  Grea t  T r i b u l a t i o n ,  t h e  Day o f  t h e  Lord and o t h e r  p r o p h e s i e d  e v e n t s  
had t o  o c c u r  a f t e r  c o m p l e t i o n  of  o u r  Work p r o c l a i m i n g  Gospel  Message, 
L a w  o f  God, r e p e n t a n c e  and f a c t  of coming Kingdom o f  God. N o r  d i d  I set  
1 9 7 2  a s  d e f i n i t e  d a t e  b u t  o n l y  a p o s s i b l e  d a t e  f o r  c o m p l e t i o n  of o u r  
commission. Y e t  some members t o t a l l y  m i s c o n s t r u e d  what I d i d  s a y ,  and 
took  it t o  mean d e f i n i t e  d a t e  s e t t i n g s  f o r  end of  t h i s  wor ld  and coming 
of  C h r i s t  f o r  t h e  new World Tomorrow.. .I  n e v e r  d i d ,  and do  n o t  now set  
d a t e s - - e v e n  a s  t o  t h e  y e a r .  

But t h e r e  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  prophecy  i n  t h e  t e n t h  c h a p t e r  o f  Reve- 
l a t i o n .  The a p o s t l e  John  i s  r e c o r d i n g  what he s a w  r e v e a l e d  i n  a v i s i o n .  
An a n g e l  came w i t h  h i s  hand l i f t e d  t o  heaven s a y i n g ,  "There  s h o u l d  be 
t i m e  no l o n g e r " - - o r ,  b e t t e r  t r a n s l a t e d ,  "There  s h a l l  be  no more d e l a y . "  
Then a v o i c e  from heaven t o l d  John  t o  t a k e  and open a v e r y  s m a l l  book 
i n  t h e  hand o f  t h e  a n g e l ,  and e a t  i t .  I n  h i s  mouth it w a s  s w e e t  a s  
honey, b u t  i n  h i s  s tomach v e r y  b i t t e r .  Then t h e  v o i c e  s a i d  t o  J o h n ,  
God ' s  a p o s t l e ,  "Thou must  p rophesy  ( p r e a c h  o r  announce)  a g a i n  b e f o r e  
many p e o p l e s ,  and n a t i o n s ,  and t o n g u e s ,  AND KINGS." 

Now what  i s  t h e  TIME s e t t i n g  of  t h i s  prophecy?  I t  i s  s o m e t i m e  
P R I O R  t o  t h e  sound ing  of  t h e  s e v e n t h  t r u m p e t ,  a t  w'iich t i m e  C h r i s t  
s h a l l  come. T h a t  i s  c l ea r  i n  v e r s e  7 .  A l so  it i s  f o l l o w e d  immedia t e ly  
by t h e  t h r e e - a n d - a - h a l f - y e a r  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  t w o  w i t n e s s e s .  T h e i r  t h r e e  
and a h a l f  y e a r s  B E G I N  w i t h  t h e  Great  T r i b u l a t i o n .  So t h e  TIME of  t h i s  
prophecy i s  j u s t  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  Work of  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Church i s  
f i n i s h e d .  A f t e r  t h a t  s h a l l  come t h e  Great T r i b u l a t i o n ,  and t h e  Day o f  
Lord,  when t h e r e  s h a l l  b e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  d i s t u r b a n c e s  s t r i k i n g  t h e  wor ld  
w i t h  a s t o n i s h i n g  AWE i n  t h e  sky .  
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The L a o d i c e a n  e ra  of t h e  Church  s h a l l  r i s e  OUT O F ,  t h r o u g h  and  i n  
t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  Great T r i b u l a t i o n .  They s h a l l  b e  I N  i t ,  and  t u r n  
t o  God o u t  o f  and  d u r i n g  i t  ( R e v e l a t i o n  7 : 9 - 1 5 ) .  They come o u t  o f  t h e  
Great T r i b u l a t i o n  and  a re  c o n v e r t e d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  i t ,  which  w i l l  open  
t h e i r  e y e s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  what  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a n  Church  p r o c l a i m s  w a s  
t r u e ,  a l t h o u g h  n3w, w h i l e  w e  p r o c l a i m  i t ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  h e e d i n g .  

S o  R e v e l a t i o n  1 0  shows t h a t  when o u r  Work a p p e a r e d  t o  be  c lose t o  
f i n i s h e d  and  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be  no more d e l a y  i n  G o d ' s  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  God 
d i d  h o l d  up w o r l d  e v e n t s ,  a n d  I w a s  commiss ioned  t o  NOW go  w i t h  t h e  
Kingdom Message t o  many KINGS, o r  n a t i o n a l  l eade r s ,  o r  many n a t i o n s ,  
s p e a k i n g  d i f f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e s .  T h a t  i s  w h a t ,  a s  I now l o o k  back  i n  r e t -  
r o s p e c t ,  I h a v e  b e e n  d o i n g  s i n c e  1 9 7 0  and  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  1 9 7 2 .  S o  
p e r h a p s  o u r  Work would h a v e  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  by 1 9 7 2 ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h i s  
s p e c i a l  commiss ion .  

Now where  a r e  w e  i n  t h e  t i m e  s e q u e n c e  of p r o p h e c i e s ?  More and  more 
it becomes a p p a r e n t  t h a t  w e  a r e  r i g h t  a t ,  o r  even  v e r y  s h o r t l y  p a s t , t h e  
e v e n t  of R e v e l a t i o n  1 2 : 7 .  T h i s  i s  a n  e v e n t  i n  t h e  end  t i m e ,  a f t e r  t h e  
Middle  Ages ,  p i c t u r e d  i n  verse 6 .  V e r s e  7 reveals  a f i e r ce  b a t t l e  i n  
heaven .  Once a g a i n  S a t a n  and  h i s  demons have  swooped u p  t o  a t t a c k  God 
on  H i s  t h r o n e - - o n e  l a s t  s a t a n i c  t r y .  M i c h a e l  t h e  a rchange l - - same  r a n k  
a s  f o r m e r  L u c i f e r ,  now S a t a n - - i s  p i c t u r e d  w i t h  h i s  a n g e l s  f i g h t i n g  
a g a i n s t  S a t a n  and  h i s  demons. A s  L u c i f e r  and  h i s  a n g e l s  t r i e d  t o  i n v a d e  
God's t h r o n e  i n  heaven  b e f o r e  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of man, so S a t a n  h a s  made t h i s  
one  l a s t  t r y  t o  c o n q u e r  GOD. 

But  S a t a n  a g a i n  w a s  t o  lose t h i s  b a t t l e ,  and  he and  h i s  demons were 
cas t  back  t o  e a r t h  (verse 9 ) .  T h i s  w a s  t o  o c c u r  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  coming 
of C h r i s t ,  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  s a i n t s  t o  s a l v a t i o n  a n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  
Kingdom o f  G o d  o n  e a r t h  (verse 1 0 ) .  But  t h o s e  of G o d ' s  C h u r c h  a re  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  t o  overcome S a t a n  by t h e  b l o o d  o f  C h r i s t  and  t h e  Word o f  God (verse 
11); b u t  b e c a u s e  S a t a n  knows he now h a s  b u t  a s h o r t  t i m e  t o  d e f e a t  G o d  on  
e a r t h  t h r o u g h  God's  Church ,  e v e n  a f t e r  he  f a i l e d  i n  t h e  h e a v e n l y  w a r  w i t h  
M i c h a e l  ( v e r s e  1 2 )  , h e  w a s  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  p e r s e c u t e  THIS CHURCH (verse  1 3 ) .  

P r e v i o u s l y ,  f rom t h e  t i m e  of my c o n v e r s i o n  and  b a p t i s m  I h a v e  s u f -  
f e r e d  p e r s e c u t i o n  f rom men, t h o u g h  i n s p i r e d  by Sa tan - -and  so h a v e  many 
of you. B u t  n e v e r  before  d i d  S a t a n  s t r i k e  t h e  CHURCH AS A BODY u n t i l  t h e  
l a w s u i t  l a u n c h e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  Church  J a n u a r y  3 ,  1 9 7 9 .  I t  s u r e l y  seems 
t h a t  f u l f i l l e d  verse 1 3 .  

B u t  o u r  Work i s  n o t  y e t  c o m p l e t e d .  T h i s  p r o p h e c y  i n d i c a t e s  i t  w i l l  
be soon--and a p p a r e n t l y  d u r i n g  t h e  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  e i g h t i e s ,  i f  n o t  d u r i n g  
P r e s i d e n t  R e a g a n ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n - - t h o u g h  w e  c a n n o t  se t  d e f i n i t e  d a t e s .  
Y e t  WE SHOULD BE WARNED! W e  s h o u l d  r ea l i ze  o u r  t i m e  f o r  c o m p l e t i o n  of 
C h r i s t ' s  Great  Commission i s  now v e r y  s h o r t ,  and  g rowing  shor te r  d a i l y .  

The l a w s u i t  a p p a r e n t l y  i s  b e h i n d  us - -no t  d e f i n i t e l y  c e r t a i n  u n t i l  
J u n e  3 0 .  Bu t  I have  warned  you a l l ,  S a t a n  i s  now FURIOUS. H e  i s  m i g h t y .  
H e  i s  p o w e r f u l ,  n e x t  t o  t h e  power o f  GOD. H e  i s  s u b t l e ,  c l e v e r  and  c a n  
deceive and  o u t w i t  t h e  best  o f  u s .  H e  i s  HARD AT WORK AGAINST THE WHOLE 
CHURCH R I G H T  NOW i n  ways you know n o t .  B u t  t h e  Church NEEDS YOUR PRAYERS 
--even y o u r  most u r g e n t ,  b e l i e v i n g  and  f a i t h f u l  FASTING AND P R A Y I N G !  

C o n t i n u e  t h i s  p r o p h e c y .  N e x t ,  when o u r  Great Commission i s  i n  G o d ' s  
s i g h t  c o m p l e t e d ,  w e  a re  t o  be t a k e n - - s y m b o l i c a l l y  f l o w n  o n  t h e  two wings  
of a g r e a t  e a g l e - - w h i c h  c o u l d  mean by a f r i e n d l y  gove rnmen t  made f r i e n d l y  
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t o  u s  by my c o n t a c t s  w i t h  h e a d s  of  so many gove rnmen t s  t h e s e  p a s t  1 2  
years--we s h a l l  be t a k e n  t o  a p l a c e  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  f rom t h e  Great T r i b u l a -  
t i o n ,  wh ich  i n  i t s e l f  i s  t h e  f u r i o u s  w r a t h  of a mad and i n f u r i a t e d  S a t a n  
( v e r s e  1 4 ) .  Whi l e  w e  a r e  i n  t h i s  p l a c e  o f  s a f e t y  t h r e e  and  a h a l f  y e a r s ,  

t h e  t w o  w i t n e s s e s  s h a l l  b e  p r e a c h i n g  t o  t h e  whole  wor ld ,  p r o t e c t e d  from 
S a t a n .  But  S a t a n  i n  h i s  mad w r a t h  w i l l  t h e n  make w a r  w i t h  t h e  REMNANT 
Church .  T h i s  has  t o  be t h e  L a o d i c e a n  e r a  of the Church  (verse  1 7 ) .  

F i n a l l y ,  wha t  o f  t h e  L a o d i c e a n  e r a  o f  G o d ' s  Church?  R e m e m b e r ,  i t ,  
t o o ,  i s  G O D ' S  Church- -having  t h e  commandments of G o d  and  Tes t imony  o r  
Word o f  J e s u s  ( R e v e l a t i o n  12:17). 

But t h a t  e ra  of  t h e  Church  i s  p i c t u r e d  i n  Matthew 2 5 .  Matthew 2 4  
shows t h e  s i g n  J e s u s  g a v e  p r i o r  t o  H i s  coming t o  e n d  t h e  p r e s e n t  w o r l d  
o r d e r ,  a n d  t h e  Great T r i b u l a t i o n ,  Day o f  t h e  Lord  and  Second Coming. 

Matthew 2 5  shows t h e  t i m e  j u s t  b e f o r e  C h r i s t  s h a l l  r e t u r n .  I t  
p i c t u r e s  t h e  L a o d i c e a n  Church  a s  t e n  v i r g i n s  who t o o k  t h e i r  l amps  
( t h e i r  B i b l e s )  and  wen t  f o r t h  t o  m e e t  C h r i s t  a t  H i s  coming.  But  f i v e  
of them--ha l f  o f  t h e  Church- - took  t h e i r  l amps  ( B i b l e s )  b u t  w i t h o u t  o i l  
t o  l i g h t  t h e  lamps  ( h a v i n g  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  t o  e n l i g h t e n  t h e i r  minds  t o  
UNDERSTAND t h e  B i b l e ) .  Some t r a n s l a t i o n s  r e n d e r  t h i s  i n t o  E n g l i s h  
i n d i c a t i y g  t h e y  w e r e  l o s i n g  t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  b e c a u s e  o f  n e g l i g e n c e ,  l a c k  
of p r a y e r ,  f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  t h e  b r e t h r e n  and  w i t h  G o d  and  C h r i s t  and  b e i n g  
overcome w i t h  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  and  w o r l d l y  i n t e r e s t .  A r e  some o f  u s  l i k e  
t h a t ,  e v e n  now? 

Whi le  t h e y - - t h e  b a c k s l i d i n g  h a l f  o f  t h e  Church--were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
back  c lose r  t o  G o d ,  t h e  coming of C h r i s t  s h a l l  t a k e  p l a c e ,  and  t h e  d o o r  
i n t o  God's Kingdom will be S H U T  i n  t h e i r  faces! WHAT A TERRIBLE AND 
AWFUL TRAGEDY! I t  cou ld  happen  t o  you o r  m e .  

B r e t h r e n ,  w e ' r e  l i v i n g  i n  more t e r r i b l e ,  t r o u b l o u s  t i m e s  t h a n  you 
r e a l i z e .  

Today,  a s  a new P r e s i d e n t  i s  i n a u g u r a t e d  i n  Wash ing ton ,  a l s o  comes 
t h e  news t h a t  my dear f r i e n d ,  Menachem B e g i n ,  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  o f  I s r a e l ,  
i s  b e i n g  a lmost  t h r u s t  o u t  of o f f i c e - - h i s  Government a b o u t  t o  f a l l .  T h e r e  
w a s  t o  b e  a r e e l e c t i o n  i n  I s rae l  i n  November, when M r .  Beg in  p r o b a b l y  
p l a n n e d  t o  r e t i r e  anyway, b e c a u s e  o f  s e r i o u s  h e a r t  t r o u b l e .  But  he h a s  
h e l d  h i s  gove rnmen t  i n  power o n l y  by t h e  n a r r o w e s t  m a r g i n  f o r  t h e  p a s t  
s eve ra l  d a y s ,  a n d  now he  h a s  announced  a new e l e c t i o n  i n  J u l y  i n s t e a d  of 
November. The l a s t  t i m e  I s a w  him,  h a r d l y  t w o  months  a g o ,  w e  p a r t e d  
w i t h  a b e a r  hug. However, whoever  i s  elected n e x t  p r i m e  m i n i s t e r  i s  i n  
a l l  l * k e l i h o o d  t h e  man I a l s o  know w e l l ,  a n d  w e  s t i l l  have  many f r i e n d s  
a t  and n e a r  t h e  t o p  i n  I s rae l .  But  DO NOT FOR A MOMENT GET TO T H I N K I N G  
TIME WILL JUST KEEP G O I N G  ON AND ON.  I t  w o n ' t !  S a t a n  knows how s h o r t  
t i m e  i s .  H e  i s  now s t r i k i n g  a t  d e s t r o y i n g  THE CHURCH AS A WHOLE. I 
c a n n o t  reveal t o  you a t  t h e  moment what  S a t a n  i s  up t o  now, BUT I T  I S  
BIG, and w e  a l l  need  t o  b e  FASTING AND PRAYING a s  n e v e r  b s f o r e  t h a t  G o d  
w i l l  r e s t r a i n  S a t a n .  

I s p o k e  t o  the Church a t  Honolulu on the  way t o  Tokyo t h i s  t r i p .  
I t a l k e d  p r i v a t e l y  w i t h  t h e  P r ime  M i n i s t e r ,  s p o k e  t h e  Gospe l  Message 
t o  a la rge  b a n q u e t  a t t e n d e d  by  4 8 2  p r e s t i g i o u s  a n d  h i g h - r a n k i n g  p e o p l e  
of t h e  n a t i o n  i n  Tokyo,  and  a l s o  t o  a g r o u p  o f  a hundred  o r  more J a p a n e s e  
PLAIN TRUTH s u b s c r i b e r s  o n  t h e  S a b b a t h  a f t e r n o o n  w e  w e r e  t h e r e .  
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I h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  w r i t i n g  t h e  f u l l - p a g e  announcements  f o r  t h e  WALL 
STREET J O U R N A L  w h i l e  on  t h e  t r i p .  A r r i v i n g  i n  M a n i l a ,  I w a s  i n t e r v i e w e d  
a t  a p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  a t  t h e  a i r p o r t  on  a r r i v a l .  P r e s i d e n t  Marcos h a s  
p l a c e d  a t  my d i s p o s a l  a s i r e n  p i l o t  ca r  t o  go  b e f o r e  my car  w h e r e v e r  I 
go h e r e ,  w i t h  m o t o r c y c l e  p o l i c e  a l s o  w i t h  s i r e n s  g o i n g  a long- - somet imes  
a h e a d  o f  u s ,  son;et imes b e s i d e  my car .  W e  g o  t h r o u g h  heavy t r a f f i c  
r a p i d l y .  S a b b a t h  I s p a k e  t o  more t h a n  1 , 0 0 0  o f  o u r  m e m b e r s  h e r e .  
Y e s t e r d a y  morning  I s p o k e  f o r  some 30 t o  4 0  m i n u t e s  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  body 
and f a c u l t y  of t h e  Adamson U n i v e r s i t y  i n  a s p e c i a l  convoked a s s e m b l y  h e l d  
f o r  m e .  T o n i g h t  I a m  t o  b e  p r i n c i p a l  s p e a k e r  a t  a huge b a n q u e t  of 7 5 0  of 
t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s '  mos t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c i t i z e n s  and s e v e r a l  a m b a s s a d o r s  f r o m  
o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  l u n c h e o n  c l u b  s p e e c h e s ,  p r e s s  m e e t i n g s  
and  t e l e v i s i o n  i n t e r v i e w s  s c h e d u l e d .  T h i s  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  w i l l  b e  t h e  
f i r s t  n i g h t  o f  t h e  B I G  CAMPAIGN h e r e .  M e e t i n g s  are  p l a n n e d  w i t h  P r e s i d e n t  
Marcos, t h e  F i r s t  Lady h i s  w i f e ,  and  a d i n n e r  w i t h  t h e  e n t i r e  c a b i n e t  of 
t h e  gove rnmen t .  God i s  u s i n g  m e .  BUT TIME I S  NOW VERY SHORT. 

T h i s  Work i s  l a u n c h e d  o n  t h e  GREATEST AND MOST POWERFUL THRUST 
FORWARD I N  ITS 47  YEARS. NEVER have  I and  t h e  whole  Work needed  y o u r  
p r a y e r s  and  c o n t i n u e d  EXTRA f i n a n c i a l  b a c k i n g  a s  now. When home I a m  
r e c o r d i n g  t w o  TV p rograms  a week and  a l s o  t w o  r a d i o  h a l f  h o u r s .  Our 
TV c r e w  i s  h e r e ,  and  t h e  m e e t i n g s  h e r e  w i l l  be t e l ecas t  o v e r  t h e  U . S .  
W e  a re  l a u n c h e d  o n  t h e  g rea t e s t  PUSH FORWARD e v e r .  PRAY! PRAY!  P R A Y !  

With d e e p  love ,  i n  J e s u s '  name, 

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

A d u l t  B a s k e t b a l l  

Many U.S. c h u r c h e s  h a v e  m e n ' s  b a s k e t b a l l  teams p l a y i n g  n e i g h b o r i n g  
c h u r c h e s .  T h i s  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  h e a l t h  h a z a r d s  and  t h e  
need  f o r  s t a n d a r d i z e d  r u l e s  o f  p l a y .  W e  mus t  remember t h a t  b a s k e t b a l l  
i s  a v e r y  s t r e n u o u s  s p o r t .  Men who a re  n o t  i n  t o p  c o n d i t i o n  f a c e  r e a l  
d a n g e r  when t h e y  o v e r e x t e n d  t h e m s e l v e s  by p l a y i n g  i n  t w o  o r  t h r e e  games 
i n  o n e  d a y .  Even one  game of c o l l e g e - s t y l e  b a s k e t b a l l  c a n  be t o o  
demanding f o r  t h e  average a d u l t  p l a y e r .  I n  f a c t ,  w e  have  had some n e a r  
misses a l r e a d y  t h i s  s e a s o n .  A l s o ,  w e  i n  P a s a d e n a  v i v i d l y  r e m e m b e r p n  
u n t i m e l y  d e a t h  o n  t h e  s o f t b a l l  f i e l d  t h i s  p a s t  summer. 

None of u s  would wan t  t o  see o r  e x p e r i e n c e  a t r a g e d y  s u c h  a s  a h e a r t  
a t t a c k  on  t h e  c o u r t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  if it r e s u l t e d  e v e n  p a r t i a l l y  f rom 
c a r e l e s s n e s s  o n  o u r  p a r t .  A f t e r  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  J i m  P e t t y ,  H a r r y  
S n e i d e r  and  o t h e r s ,  w e  a re  recommending t h e  f o l l o w i n g  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  
a d u l t  b a s k e t b a l l :  

1. Encourage  a l l  men t o  g e t  a p h y s i c a l  exam before p l a y i n g .  Those  
n o t  i n  s h a p e  s h o u l d  b e  c a u t i o n e d .  

2 .  Col lege  r u l e s  may be u s e d  e x c e p t  f o r  t i m e :  t h e  game s h o u l d  be 
d i v i d e d  i n t o  e i g h t - m i n u t e  q u a r t e r s .  

( C o n t i n u e d  o n  page  6 )  
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AVoice Cries Out: 

What& Right 
about the World 

m lomorrow: 
Three world views for tomorrow: 

Only one will become reality! 
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O D A Y ,  chaos, tomor- T row, the world erupts  
into PEACE! Today, threat 
of human extinction. Tornor- 
row, UTOPIA grips the earth! 

You don't have to believe i t !  It 's 
as certain as the rising of tornor- 
row's sun! 

Humanity wnn't brinK 11 about! It i s  
going to be done to us1 People are K O I ~ ( :  

t o  be compellPd to enjny PBACF. wnrld- 
wide ,  t o  be h a p p y .  to e x p e r i e n c e  
untversal  40liNDANCE' I'topia' Why 
not '  Why should i t  be a n  imaginan  or  
impossible pipe dreamq Think  about 
t h a t !  T h e r e ' s  a r.%C'sE f a r  t o d a y ' s  
apparent ly  insolvable problems a n d  
unstoppahle evils. It's a u.0, of l i fe 
- t h e  wav I simplify h> the  m e  word 
''GET.'' 

What  d o  world leaders Q X ~ P C ~ "  T h e  
two most widely held a re  divergent 
views. Paradoxica l ly  they  poin t  In 
opposite directions. 

Many world leaders now expect- 
though t h e y  i m m e d i a t e l y  p u t  t h e  
thought ou t  o i  mind-that nuclear and 
other mcansoimassdes t ruc t ion  eventu- 
ally-perhaps soon-will erase mankind 
from the fa re  of the  earth '  

At least four o ther  causes.  beside 
nuclear annihdarian.  now for the first 
t ime in history make possible human 
extinction-.and by the  hand of W A N '  

Some point out that  man has never ) e t  
invented a new means of greater mass 
destruction t h a t  h a s  not been artual1.v 
used' 

Yet we all t r v  t o  simpls put tha t  
awesome possihillty out of mind'  Do we 
suppose tha t  just not thinking a h u t  i t .  

I 1 , Y " l R l  u , " W \ T R , , \ ,  

and doina nothing about 11. a111 ,iutw 
matically cause t h e  threat t n  go auav" 

Hut a well-kniiwn philiisiipher and  
au thor .  Aldoue H u x I e v .  said. -'\lost 
prophecv rrnds t o  n w l l a t r  hrturrn an 
e x t r e m e  o f  qIoc,m a n d  t h e  uildest 
nptimi.im '' .4nqither FPI n1 w r r i  tb inks  
the  world IS destined <,ion I < >  hPCOmQ a 
g i g a n f i r  scwt c t f  lnn .as \  l a n d .  The 
human race WIII tind perp?tttal happi- 
ness plaLing with :in rndless d i i i i ~ t m ~ n t  
# I f  u e r  more lneeniniis mechanical 1 0 \ 5  

produced \p qcienre. rechnnlog) and  
cndustrv 

Hut rheqe r'ptimistic. clamoroui pre- 
dictiuns w e m  total l \  to  exrludP the 
stark realitv tha t  human h a p p i n e v  dnd 
well-heing is a \ p i r i t u n l .  not a ph<cicnl 
or materialiaric. s<indition .The near 
future glamorous predictions mrrisrok 
the  adii i t iunnl i n a r k  and  prohlrms their 
town p r r d i c [ i o n s  u o u l d  hrinpl The 
overrmwded. qnnrled. enrr ra r ing  c n s -  
mopollran lifr ot. this 1 ptimistic virw IS 

rather friyhtentnp' 
B u t  when we  take  a h a r d ,  cold,  

realistic v i rw uf conditions and  trends,  
they point Ine\itahlv t o a  fast apprrrarh- 
cng W O R L D  rutsi< of cnmhined nurlear 
war. starvation. uncimtrollahlp disease 

IfFRnFRT \% . \ R W - r R O \ ( .  
Founder 
Ambassador Foundsttnn 
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3 .  A team s h o u l d  n o t  p l a y  more t h a n  t w o  games i n  one  d a y .  

4 .  O t h e r  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  may b e  made by m u t u a l  a g r e e m e n t  o f  t h e  

- 

c o a c h e s .  F o r  example ,  Ambassador C o l l e g e  no l o n g e r  u s e s  t h e  
' ' jump b a l l "  a t  a l l .  

W e  hope you c o n t i n u e  t o  u s e  t h e s e  games a s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  
and  f e l l o w s h i p .  B u t  l e t ' s  t a k e  e v e r y  p r e c a u t i o n  t o  a v o i d  u n n e c e s s a r y  
t r a g e d y .  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N e w s  

Update  From London Our B r i t i s h  o f f i c e  i n  R a d l e t t ,  England  h a s  r e l e a s e d  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n t e r e s t i n g  summary o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  a l l  of 1 9 8 0 :  

P r o m o t i o n  A c t i v i t v  Used T h r o u s h o u t  t h e  Year 

A d v e r t i s i n g  Ads f o r  t h e  PT a p p e a r e d  i n  t w o  m i l l i o n  C o n t i n e n t a l  news- 
p a p e r s  a n d  m a g a z i n e s ,  s e v e n  m i l l i o n  S c a n d i n a v i a n  n e w s p a p e r s ,  and  5 9  
m i l l i o n  U . K .  a n d  E i r e  n e w s p a p e r s .  T h i s  p roduced  a t o t a l  o f  5 2 , 0 0 0  
r e q u e s t s  f o r  The P L A I N  TRUTH a t  a n  a v e r a g e  c o s t  p e r  r e s p o n s e  of 
u n d e r  fi1.50. 

Over 6 7 , 0 0 0  p i e c e s  o f  m a i l  a d v e r t i s i n g  The P L A I N  TRUTH w e r e  m a i l e d  
d u r i n g  1980 t o  e x t r e m e l y  h i g h  c a l i b r e  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  p e o p l e  
(company d i r e c t o r s ,  u n i v e r s i t y  p r o f e s s o r s ,  e t c . )  on  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  
o f  Europe  and  i n  t h e  Middle E a s t .  T h i s  p r o d u c e d  over 1 1 , 5 0 0  re- 
q u e s t s  f o r  t h e  m a g a z i n e ,  o r  a n  o v e r a l l  1 7 . 1 %  r e s p o n s e .  

E x h i b i t i o n s  The PLAIN TRUTH w a s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  u s i n g  d i s -  
p l a y  boards and  d i s p e n s e r s  a t  2 4  e x h i b i t i o n  s i t e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U . K .  
T o g e t h e r  w i t h  p r o m o t i o n s  done  i n  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  d i s t r i c t s ,  t h i s  
programme d i s t r i b u t e d  8 0 0 , 0 0 0  l e a f l e t s  and  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  sample  c o p i e s  o f  
The PLAIN TRUTH. 

Income 

Income h a s  been  h o l d i n g  up  well t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .  December i t s e l f  
had a 28% i n c r e a s e  over t h e  same p e r i o d  l a s t  y e a r ,  g i v i n g  a f i n a l  
y e a r - t o - d a t e  f i g u r e  of +30%.  

M a i l  a n d  PT S u b s c r i p t i o n s  

1980 h a s  b e e n  a y e a r  of e x c e p t i o n a l  g r o w t h  i n  a l l  f i l e s  s e r v e d  by 
t h e  R a d l e t t  O f f i c e ,  w i t h  t h e  o n e  e x c e p t i o n  of E a s t  and  West A f r i c a ,  
where  t h e r e  was no  s p e c i f i c  p r o m o t i o n  d e s i g n e d  f o r  t h e  a r ea .  O v e r  
2 0 0 , 0 0 0  p i e c e s  of m a i l  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  by t h e  o f f i c e  i n  1 9 8 0 .  The 
f o l l o w i n g  p e r c e n t a g e s  f o r  m a i l  show t h e  i n c r e a s e s  f o r  1980 o v e r  1 9 7 9 ,  
and t h e  p e r c e n t a g e s  f o r  t h e  PT show t h e  c h a n g e s  f o r  December o f  1 9 8 0  
over t h e  same month o f  1979 :  

U . K .  & E i r e  
S c a n d i n a v i a  
C o n t i n e n t  
M i d e a s t  
A f r i c a  

PLAIN TRUTH 

t 8 6 %  
+156% 
+73% 

+169$ 
-9% 

MAIL 

+ 4 4 %  
+ 1 1 2 %  
+124% 
+341$ 

( C o n t i n u e d  o n  page  8 )  
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AVoice Cries Out: 

An Open Letter 
to 

President Reagan 
- 0- -  

- 

A Heartfelt Message of Encouragement 
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R. PRESIDENT: You've M assumed t h e  most 
i m p o r t a n t  office in  t h e  
world on a landslide vote- 
a virtual mandate. 

I know something of the 
s tupendous problems with 
which you now must grapple. 
I have  discussed world and nat ion.  
a1 difficulties with heads of state 
on all con t inen t s .  I know some- 
t h i n g  of how difficult. kno t ty  and 
o f t en  impossible of human solu- 
tion are the cond i t ions  you now 
face-greeter than those conf ron t -  
ing a n y  other head of s t a t e .  

In late December the quesiion blared 
forth in the media whether. on insugu. 
ration. you should declare an economic 
emergency. But. as you know, we are 
now deep  i n  much more than an 
economic emergency. We're in a social 
emergency. a moral and spiritual emer- 
gency. foreign and international emer- 
genciea and the frightening LIFE-AND-  
DWTH emergency of human extinction. 
Never before since mankind inhabited 
the  e a r t h  have weapons o f  mass 
destruction existed that  can erase 
humanity from this planet. You have 
taken over the helm at  a time when 
problems and troubles exceed in diffi- 
culty and complexity those faced by any 
President before you. 

If ever a Presideni needed the help of 
this great people he leads. it is now. 
Some are asking, can you turn the 
United States around? They look to  
problems of inflation. unemployment. 
energy, tasea. budget. business. defense. 
But those are materialistic prohlems. In 
the materialistic area we have fared 
hetter than we realize. This nation has 

l l l r s lar  u \RMbTR*>' . t ,  

led the world in materialistic advance- 
ment. In fields of science and technolo- 
m. business and industry. knowledge 
production lour educational apetern has 
become almost wholly marerialistic). 
our prwress has been awesome We 
hare sent men to the moon and safely 
returned them. We've sent unmanned 
spacecraft to send hack mind-bnpnlinn 
close-up photographs of Jupiter. Saturn 
and the Martian Furlace. We've pro- 
duced computers and the most  marvel^ 
ous instruments. 

But we can't seem to solve troubles 
ktween husbands and wires, parents 
and children, groups and factions. 
nation and nation. Our nation is in 
trouble The whole world is in trouble' 
And those troubles and e%ils. however 
we may characterize them. are spiritual 
in nature. I n  every case, it seems. the 
individual. the group, the faction. the 
nation. is seeking onlr wlf~interest. I t ' s  
all  m the uNn? u e  Lice' 

I've said repeatedly in these page 
messages there is an unseen spiritual 
L A W  In  relentless motion-the law I 
simplify by the term "clre." It's as 
inexorable as the law of gravtty. Break 
it, and i t  breaks you '  This nation has 
been breaking that law. and our beloved 
country is being broken by it! That law 
is k W A Y  01 LIFE-that of cooperating, 
helping. serving, sharinu-of outnowmg 
LOVE! But our people. and the whole 
world. are living the diametric opposlte 
way transgressing that invisible spiri- 

tual law-the way I term "r.ET" We've 
heen actuaied by self~centeredness. 
\ anity. cnvetousness. envy. competition. 
hostditv. violence. war 

The  other day I had a personal 
meeting with Prime Minister Zenko 
Suztiki of Japan. in Tokyo. He recently 
called on  the Japanese people to 
continue working hard, and to remain 
united to protect the peace and the 
democracy of .lapan. Lvyalty to  country 
and Faithful hard work on the job are 
spiritual values that are paying off in 
.lapan. 

I t  is vital that our beloved country 
remain loval AND WITED' Not divided In 
the home. in the factory. in the o k e .  It 
tmk a war for Franklin 0 .  Roosevelt t o  
unite us in one common accord. We 
need desperately now to be united in 
P E . Q C E - I ~  what we can do for our 
country. not what it can do for us' 

You. Mr President. cannot of >our- 
self iolve this nation's prohlems and rid 
it of i t s  evils That ran be done only if 
UE. TnE PEOPLE. STAND m n r w  boc not 
only. but C H A N G E  ot R W A Y  OF LIFF. PROM 
"GET" to "C.IVP. " 

During the campaign s o u  mentioned 
that we are a nation founded under God 
Chd i s  LOVE manifested' He set in 
relentless motion the spiritual L A W  that 
will CAIISF peace. happinew abundant 
well-being far all-if we. the people. will 
turn to  it! THAr's now rnis CoCNrRy 

that rvav. Mr. Reagan. and God help us 
tn follow you in i t .  1. with countless 
others. shall be praytng for you in that. 

N E E D S  TO BE TCRNED .AROt:ND. Lead U s  In 

HERRERT w. ARMSTROUT, 
Pastor General 
Worldwide Church of Cod 
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S o u t h  A f r i c a n  N e w s  F i v e  m i n i s t e r s  and  t h e i r  w i v e s  have  a l r e a d y  a t t e n d e d  
t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program i n  P a s a d e n a  and  r e t u r n e d  t o  S o u t h  
A f r i c a .  They a l l  found  t h e  program v e r y ,  v e r y  p r o f i t a b l e  w i t h  o n e  m a i n  
theme:  t o  i n s t r u c t  and  e q u i p  t h e  m i n i s t r y  wor ldwide  t o  a l l  s p e a k  t h e  same 
t h i n g .  F o u r  r e m a i n i n g  m i n i s t e r s  w i t h  t h e i r  wives w i l l  a t t e n d  d u r i n g  1 9 8 1 .  

W e  r e c e i v e d  a f i l m  copy  o f  M r .  H e r b e r t  W .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  sermon t o  t h e  m e m -  
bers a t  t h e  Tucson  F e s t i v a l  s i t e  o n  t h e  L a s t  Grea t  Day 1980 .  T h r e e  
c h u r c h e s  h a v e  t h u s  f a r  s e e n  t h e  f i l m  and  what  a n  i m p a c t  it h a s  made on  
t h e  members! S e e i n g  and  h e a r i n g  Mr. Armst rong  s p e a k  so p o w e r f u l l y  and  
p u r p o s e f u l l y  c e r t a i n l y  i n s p i r e d  e v e r y o n e .  W e  a r e  v e r y  t h a n k f u l  t h a t  w e  
c a n ,  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  h a v e  M r .  Armst rong  on f i l m .  

Budge t :  God h a s  b l e s s e d  H i s  Work i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  Income y e a r - t o - d a t e  
i n  o u r  o p e r a t i n g  a c c o u n t  i s  2 4 . 4 %  more t h a n  a t  t h e  end  o f  November 1 9 7 9 .  

PT C i r c u l a t i o n :  W e  a r e  now p r i n t i n g  1 2 0 , 0 0 0  P L A I N  TRUTH m a g a z i n e s .  T h a t  
f i g u r e  b r e a k s  down a s  f o l l o w s :  

S o u t h  A f r i c a n  m a i l i n g  l i s t  ...................... 6 5 , 0 0 0  
S o u t h  A f r i c a n  n e w s s t a n d s . . . . . .  .................. 4 0 , 0 0 0  
Zimbabwean m a i l i n g  l i s t  ......................... 1 5 , 0 0 0  
Zimbabwean n e w s s t a n d s  ........................... 1 , 0 0 0  

Even t h o u g h  p a p e r  c o s t s ,  l a b o u r  cos t s  and  p o s t a g e  have  gone  up--even by 
a s  much a s  33%--we c a n  m a i r , t a i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  p r i n t  r u n  and  e v e n  add  new 
s u b s c r i b e r s .  W e  have  a n  o n g o i n g  r e n e w a l  s y s t e m , s o  t h e  f i l e  i s  v e r y  a c t i v e .  

A n a l y s i s  o f  F i n a n c i a l  C o n t r i b u t i o n s :  R e c e n t l y  w e  a n a l y s e d  o u r  income and  
found  7 6 %  o f  t h e  income i s  f rom m e m b e r s ,  1 9 %  f rom c o - w o r k e r s  a n d  5% f rom 
d o n o r s .  

V i s i t  w i t h  M i n i s t e r  o f  P o s t s  and  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s :  On 2 0 t h  November f i v e  
of u s  ( i n c l u d i n g  M r .  G e r a l d  Wate rhouse )  v i s i t e d  w i t h  t h e  Hon. H .  H .  S m i t ,  
a C a b i n e t  M i n i s t e r .  W e  showed him t h e  Young Ambassadors  f i l m .  H e  watched  
i n t e n t l y  and  commented f a v o u r a b l y .  I p r e s e n t e d  him w i t h  a c o p y  o f  t h e  
1980 Envoy. H e  s t o o d  l o o k i n g  a t  a p h o t o g r a p h  o f  M r .  H e r b e r t  Arms t rong  
and  sa id :  " A  r e m a r k a b l e  man!" I p r e s e n t e d  M r .  S m i t  w i t h  a b o t t l e  o f  
C a l i f o r n i a  red wine  wh ich  D r .  Hoeh had r e q u e s t e d  I de l ive r  t o  him. D r .  
Hoeh had m e t  h i m  on  a p r e v i o u s  t r i p  when M r .  S m i t  w a s  M i n i s t e r  o f  C o l o u r e d  
A f f a i r s .  

A r m r e c i a t i o n  for  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n s  P r o s r a m  

Dear M r .  A rms t rong :  

Thank you f o r  o u r  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  
Program.  The i n s t r u c t i c n  w e  received w a s  i n v a l u a b l e .  I came home 
w i t h  t h r e e  f i l l e d  n o t e b o o k s  and  w r i t e r ' s  cramp! But  I e n j o y e d  e v e r y  
m i n u t e  o f  it. 

My w i f e  a n d  I are i n s p i r e d  w i t h  a renewed s e n s e  of d e d i c a t i o n  t o  
you a n d  God's  Work. W e  a re  b e h i n d  you and t h e  s t a f f  you h a v e  
a p p o i n t e d  t o  ass i s t  you a l l  t h e  way. W e  p r a y  f o r  you c o n t i n u a l l y  
and  look  f o r w a r d  t o  God ' s  Kingdom. 

Dan and  C h r i s t i n e  Orban 
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Dear M r .  Armstrong:  

My w i f e  and I r e t u r n e d  a b o u t  t h r e e  weeks a30  from t h e  s i x t h  s e s s i o n  
o f  t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  Program. With t h i s  l e t t e r ,  w e  would l i k e  t o  p a s s  
on o u r  t h a n k s  t o  you and t h e  s t a f f  a t  Pasadena  f o r  t h e  f o r e s i g h t ,  
w i s d o m ,  and work on t h e  p a r t  o f  a l l  conce rned  i n  p r o v i d i n g  such  an  
e x c e l l e n t  program f o r  t h o s e  of  u s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  m i n i s t r y .  I t  w a s  a 
t remendous o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  " r e c h a r g e  t h e  b a t t e r i e s "  w i t h  t h e  t r u t h  
God h a s  p u t  i n t o  H i s  Church t h r o u g h  you,  which w e  can  t h e n  u s e  i n  
s e r v i n g  t h e  b r e t h r e n .  

One v e r y  e n j o y a b l e  f r i n g e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  program w a s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  s t a y  on  campus and see f i r s t h a n d  t h e  f r u i t  b e i n g  bo rne  i n  t h e  
C o l l e g e  a g a i n .  Please e x t e n d  o u r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  M r .  Raymond M c N a i r  
and t h e  res t  of t h e  f a c u l t y  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  j o b  
t h e y  a r e  d o i n g  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  your  d i r e c t i v e s  i n  what i s  once  a g a i n  
God ' s  C o l l e g e .  

Again,  o u r  t h a n k s  f o r  such  a p r o f i t a b l e  program. 
Doug and J a n e 1  Johnson 

Dear M r .  Armstrong:  

My w i f e  and I w e r e  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  s i x t h  s e s s i o n  of t h e  M i n i s t e -  
r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program. A f t e r  a w o n d e r f u l l y  s t i m u l a t i n g  t h r e e  weeks,  
w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  o u r  loca l  c h u r c h  area r e f r e s h e d  and re- 
c h a r g e d .  Thank you and t h e  d e d i c a t e d  s t a f f  you have  i n  Pasadena  f o r  
g i v i n g  t h e  m i n i s t r y  such  a b e n e f i c i a l  program. 

Church m e m b e r s  have  commented t h a t  t h e y  c a n  a l r e a d y  see t h e  i n s p i r i n g  
e f f e c t  t h r o u g h  sermons ,  B i b l e  s t u d i e s ,  and i n  c o u n s e l i n g s .  

When m e m b e r s  have  a sked  m e  what t h e  t h r e e  weeks i n  Pasadena  w e r e  
l i k e ,  I have f e l t  t h e  b e s t  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  t o  s a y  t h a t  it w a s  a 
comple t e  e x p e r i e n c e .  The h e a r t  of t h e  program of c o u r s e  i s  e i g h t  
h o u r s  a d a y  of s o l i d  i n s t r u c t i o n  on d o c t r i n e s ,  p o l i c i e s ,  and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  of t h e  Worldwide Church o f  God. However, combined 
w i t h  t h a t  i s  t h e  u n i q u e  s e t t i n g  of Ambassador C o l l e g e  w i t h  a l l  i t s  
s p e c i a l  b e a u t y  (which  b r o u g h t  back fond  m e m o r i e s  o f  f o u r  of t h e  m o s t  
p ro found  y e a r s  of my l i f e  as  an  Ambassador College s t u d e n t ) ,  t h e  
f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r s  and  m i n i s t e r s ,  and a t t e n d i n g  
c o n c e r t s  i n  t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t  Ambassador Audi tor ium.  

M r .  Armstrong,  w e  s i n c e r e l y  a p p r e c i a t e  your  v i s i o n  and your  unde r -  
s t a n d i n g  o f  God's s t a n d a r d s  and va lues  and making it p o s s i b l e  f o r  
t h e  res t  o f  u s  t o  r e c a p t u r e  them. To borrow a p h r a s e  f r o m  a p o p u l a r  
commercial, "Thanks,  I needed t h a t !  " 

David and Sandy Orban 

Dear M r .  Tkach: 

G r e e t i n g s  from M a l a y s i a .  My w i f e  and I would l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  
d e e p  a p p r e c i a t i o n  and t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of a t t e n d i n g  t h e  
s i x t h  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program. W e  had so much t o  l e a r n  f r o m  
you and o t h e r  i n s t r u c t o r s  a p p o i n t e d  by M r .  Armstrong.  The knowledge 
w e  r e c e i v e d  w i l l  b e  p u t  i n t o  g r e a t e r  u s e  i n  f o s t e r i n g  u n i t y  and 
harmony i n  t h e  Church. 
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I t  w a s  good t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  r e f r e s h i n g  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  f r i e n d l i n e s s  
amongs t  f e l l o w  m i n i s t e r s  and  wives,  t h e  C o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s ,  and  mem-  
bers o f  t h e  P a s a d e n a  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  I t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  God i s  re- 
s t o r i n g  H i s  b l e s s i n g s  upon H i s  Church  a s  w e  s e e k  t o  p l e a s e  H i m  and  
back  up  H i s  c h o s e n  A p o s t l e  i n  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  g r e a t e s t  Work o n  e a r t h .  
W e  c o u n t  o u r s e l v e s  v e r y  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  b e  c a l l e d  t o  f e e d  t h e  f l o c k  
and  c o m p l e t e  t h e  Work God h a s  e n t r u s t e d  u s  t o  d o .  

F i n a l l y ,  w e  w i s h  you good h e a l t h  and  g r e a t e r  s u c c e s s  i n  a l l  y o u r  
d e d i c a t e d  services t o  God, M r .  A rms t rong  and  t h e  Church .  

Yong Chin  G e e  and  Yuet  Siam 

M r .  Tkach:  

I f e e l  l i k e  a B l a t z  B e e r  commercial! 

I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it! The R e f r e s h i n g  Program c o u l d  n o t  be t h a t  
i n s p i r i n g  and  h e l p f u l  a s  t h e  Pas tor  G e n e r a l ' s  R e p o r t  comments 
s u g g e s t e d .  Could  it b e  t h a t  u n i f y i n g ?  

W e l l ,  I ' m  a b e l i e v e r  now! W e  have  g l e a n e d  more i n  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  
d a y s  t h a n  a l l  o t h e r  c o n f e r e n c e s  combined!  The b e s t  p a r t  of t h e  
1978 c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  g o i n g  o u t  t o  d i n n e r .  

The b e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  Program h a s  been  t h e  - s p i r i t u a l  
f o o d .  The s p i r i t u a l  d i e t  h a s  been  h e l p f u l ,  i n s p i r i n g ,  m o t i v a t i n g ,  
e n c o u r a g i n g ,  b a l a n c e d ,  w i s e  and  u n i f y i n g .  

P l e a s e  t h a n k  a l l  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  f o r  h e l p i n g  u s  t o  g r o w  a n d  t o  
be t te r  serve t h e  p e o p l e  of God. 

Chuck Ca lahan  

Weekly L e t t e r  Comments 

Our f i r s t  g r o u p  of l e t t e r s  shows t h a t  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  December member/co- 
worke r  l e t t e r  b r o u g h t  e x c i t e m e n t  over t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  Work and  t h e  p l a n s  
f o r  1981.  I t  a l s o  i n s p i r e d  b r e t h r e n  t o  s t r i v e  y e t  h a r d e r  i n  b a c k i n g  G o d ' s  
a p o s t l e .  I n  t h e  n e x t  g r o u p ,  members express  c o m p l e t e  s u p p o r t  of M r .  A r m -  
s t r o n g  a s  h e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  t a k e  t h e  g o s p e l  message  overseas .  They c o n t i n u e  
t o  p r a y  f o r  h i s  h e a l t h ,  g u i d a n c e  and  p r o t e c t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  b r e t h r e n  ex -  
p r e s s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  G o d ' s  c a l l i n g  and  r e a l i z e  wha t  a b l e s s i n g  and  p r i v -  
i l ege  it i s  t o  h a v e  a p a r t  i n  H i s  Work. 

December L e t t e r  I n s p i r e d  B r e t h r e n  

Thank you v e r y  much f o r  y o u r  December 1 9  l e t t e r .  I t  i s  v e r y  e n c o u r a g -  
i n g  t o  h e a r  wha t  you a r e  p l a n n i n g ,  what  i s  o n  y o u r  mind ,  and  t o  know 
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  G o d  i s  l e a d i n g  you .  Thank you v e r y  much f o r  l e t t i n g  
u s  know a n d  r e m i n d i n g  u s  of o u r  p a r t  i n  t h i s  Work. W e  w i l l  t r y  t o  
d o  b e t t e r  t h a n  b e f o r e  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  you i n  a l l  a s p e c t s .  W e  hope you 
have  a t r e m e n d o u s l y  s u c c e s s f u l  t r i p  and  a r e  b e h i n d  you 1 0 0 % .  W e  
love you v e r y  much. 

R e j e a n  and  J o a n  V a u t o u r  ( P a s a d e n a ,  CAI 

Your l a t e s t  member/co-worker l e t t e r  o f  December 1 9  so moved and  
i n s p i r e d  m e  t h a t  I j u s t  had t o  w r i t e  and  t e l l  you .  I p r a y  t h a t  
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t h i s  a c c e l e r a t e d  push  w i l l  e n v e l o p  t h e  whole e a r t h ,  a t  l a s t ,  w i t h  
God ' s  end-t ime message and t h a t  H e  w i l l  g i v e  you ( M r .  Armstrong)  t h e  
correct  words f o r  e a c h  i n  t h e  l i s t e n i n g  a u d i e n c e s .  

Though 1 c a n n o t  do a l l  t h a t  much m a t e r i a l l y  towards  i t ,  I c a n  p r a y  
f e r v e n t l y  t h a t  G o d  w i l l  bless H i s  p e o p l e  w i t h  t h e  means,  i n c r e a s e d  
membership and added c o - w o r k e r s  t o  h e l p  f i n a n c i a l l y .  May God 
c o n t i n u e  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  you and r e v e a l  m o r e  new knowledge o f  H i s  
h idden  m y s t e r i e s  t o  you f o r  H i s  end- t ime Church t o  grow by.  

V i r g i n i a  Arnold ( E n i d ,  OK) 

Thank you f o r  your  m e m b e r / c o - w o r k e r  l e t t e r  of December 1 9 ,  1980. 
I was i n s p i r e d  by r e a d i n g  i t  as  it  showed m e  your  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  up- 
coming t r i p  t o  J a p a n ,  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  and o t h e r  p o i n t s  a b r o a d .  
Thank you M r .  Armstrong for  t h e  example and exlcouragment you 
a f f o r d e d  i n  showing what  w e  a l l  c a n  do a s  God ' s  c a l l e d  and com- 
m i s s i o n e d  t o  g e t  t h e  g o s p e l  o u t  t o  t h e  wor ld !  My p r a y e r s  a r e  w i t h  
you  t h r o u g h o u t - - f o r  your  h e a l t h ,  s t r e n g t h ,  i n s p i r a t i o n  and c o u n s e l -  
i n g s ;  and even f o r  your  a d v i s o r s  so t h a t  you g e t  t o  know what you 
need t o  know when you need it. 

S t e p h e n  Kopy (Anchorage,  AK) 

Thank you f o r  your  m o s t  r e c e n t  l e t t e r !  I g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  knowing 
a b o u t  t h e  growth  God h a s  g r a n t e d  H i s  Church. T h i s  makes my p r a y e r s  
so much more rea l .  I t  makes m e  want t o  g i v e  a l l  I c a n  t o  H i s  GREAT 
WORK. 

Even though  t h i s  o l d  wor ld  (age) i s  s p i n n i n g  t o  i t s  e n d ,  and t h e  
economy i s  a shambles ,  t h e  Worldwide Church of G o d  Almighty i s  one  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  n o t  s u f f e r  t h e  squeeze  of  t h e  d o l l a r .  You 
have my c o n s t a n t  p r a y e r s  and s u p p o r t ,  M r .  Arsmtrong.  I w i s h  you 
t h e  b e s t  o f  h e a l t h  i n  your  8 9 t h  y e a r .  May God be w i t h  you. 

J e f f r e y  Cushman (Thomastown, ME) 

I j u s t  r e a d  t h e  v e r y  e x c i t i n g  l e t t e r  t o  b r e t h r e n  and  co-workers  of 
December 1 9 .  I t  would seem t h a t  t h e  Work i s  now b i g g e r ,  b e t t e r  and 
s t r o n g e r  t h a n  ever! I p r a y  t h a t  you w i l l  have even  more s t r e n g t h  
t o  keep  u s  on God ' s  t rack- -growing  and n o t  s t a g n a t i n g .  The re  i s  no 
t i m e  t o  waste, and h o p e f u l l y  t h e  Work w i l l  t a k e  o f f  l i k e  a r o c k e t !  

M r s .  Mary Anthony ( C l e v e l a n d ,  OH)  

S u p p o r t  f o r  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  L a t e s t  T r i p  

I w a s  g l a d  t o  h e a r  t h a t  you are g o i n g  on  a n o t h e r  t o u r  t o  A s i a  and 
d e l i v e r  t h e  "good news" d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  I a m  p r a y i n g  
f o r  M r .  R a d e r ' s  s u c c e s s  i n  l a y i n g  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  your  campaign 
when you g e t  t h e r e .  

W i l l i a m  Bush (Tampa, F L )  

I hope you are  i n  good h e a l t h  and have a s a f e  and s u c c e s s f u l  t r i p  
t o  Tokyo and  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  I a l s o  hope you make it t o  A u s t r a l i a .  
I p r a y  t h e  F a t h e r  i n  Heaven t o  be v e r y  c lose  t o  you f o r  it sounds  
l i k e  a r a t h e r  s t r e n u o u s  t r i p .  My p r a y e r s  a re  v e r y  e a r n e s t  and 
s i n c e r e ,  f o r  I r ea l i ze  you have much t o  accompl i sh  on  t h i s  g r e a t  
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m i s s i o n .  My p r a y e r s  a r e  f o r  M r .  Rader a l s o .  I a m  g l a d  God g a v e  
you a good h e l p e r .  So have  a s a f e  and f u l f i l l i n g  j o u r n e y .  

M r s .  G e r a l d  Sh i r eman  ( R i c h l a n d  C t r . ,  WI) 

I t h a n k  God 
and power.  
p r o t e c t  you 

W e  hope a n d  
s u c c e s s  a n d  

f o r  g i v i n g  you ( M r .  A rms t rong)  back  y o u r  h e a l t h ,  s t r e n g t h  
I p r a y  t h a t  H e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s t r e n g t h e n ,  g u i d e  and 
a s  you b e g i n  a n o t h e r  t r i p  o v e r s e a s  i n  J a n u a r y .  

Mrs. L o u i s  Kaposy ( A v e l l a ,  PA)  

p r a y  t h a t  y o u r  t r i p  b e g i n n i n g  i n  J a n u a r y  w i l l  be  a g r e a t  
t h a t  i t  w i l l  be t h e  s t a r t  o f  a " f u l l  speed  a h e a d "  t i m e .  

W e  a r e  b e h i n d  you 1 0 0 %  a n d  w i l l  t r y  o u r  b e s t  t o  s t a y  up w i t h  y o u ,  
knowing f u l l  w e l l  w e  c a n ' t .  

M r .  & M r s .  Car los  Lopez ( H o u s t o n ,  TX) 

May y o u r  l a t e s t  t r i p  abroad,  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ,  be a huge s u c c e s s  i n  
p r o c l a i m i n g  G o d ' s  g o s p e l  t o  wor ld  l e a d e r s .  And may God g i v e  you 
t h e  c o n t i n u e d  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  w i s d o m  t o  s a y  t h e  r i g h t  words t o  t h e s e  
l e a d e r s .  My p r a y e r s  f o r  y o u r  p r o t e c t i o n  and  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of your  
e n t i r e  team go w i t h  you a l l .  

George  W .  F a u l k n e r  ( W .  Palm Beach ,  FL) 

W e  a re  v e r y  happy t h a t  you and  y o u r  g r o u p  are  overseas  f u l f i l l i n g  
G o d ' s  Commission o f  g e t t i n g  t h e  Gospe l  t o  a l l  n a t i o n s .  W e  d o  p r a y  
f o r  you ( M r .  A rms t rong)  t h a t  you may e n j o y  t h e  b e s t  of h e a l t h  w h i l e  
i n  t h e s e  f o r e i g n  l a n d s ,  and  t h a t  o u r  God w i l l  fill you w i t h  much 
w i s d o m  a n d  a d o u b l e  amount of H i s  Holy S p i r i t ,  t o  g u i d e  you and  
c o m f o r t  you i n  t h i s  Work. W e  know God i s  w i t h  you and  w i l l  b l e s s  
you.  

Bruce  B .  D o u g l a s s  ( C l a t s k a n i e ,  O R )  

Members H i g h l y  V a l u e  T h e i r  C a l l i n g  

I a m  e n c l o s i n g  my f i r s t  t i t h e .  I know t h a t  God w i l l  g u i d e  you i n  
f u r t h e r i n g  H i s  g r e a t  Commission t h a t  w e  a re  so blessed t o  be a p a r t  
o f .  T r u l y ,  t i t h i n g  i s  a g rea t  b l e s s i n g  b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  made j u n i o r  
p a r t n e r s  w i t h  God i n  g i v i n g  H i s  e n d - t i m e  w i t n e s s  t o  t h i s  w r e t c h e d  
w o r l d  and  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  way f o r  God t o  e s t a b l i s h  h i s  w o n d e r f u l  World 
T o m o r r o w .  Then a l l  mankind w i l l  come t o  know, r e s p e c t  and  l o v e  
Almigh ty  G o d  o u r  F a t h e r  and  H i s  Son ,  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  
t h a t  c a n  r e a l l y  e q u a l  G o d ' s  c a l l i n g  t o  be a p a r t  of H i s  Work--His 
f i r s t f r u i t s .  I t  i s  a g r e a t  p r i v i l e g e !  

G r a e m e  O g i l v i e  ( B e a v e r t o n ,  O R )  

I w i s h  t o  l e t  you know t h a t  I a m  v e r y  happy and  g r a t e f u l  t h a t  God 
h a s  p u t  m e  i n  H i s  Church .  I f e e l  v e r y  b l e s s e d .  I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  
how happy a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  G o d ' s  Church  c o u l d  be .  W e  s e e m  a b l e  t o  
c o p e  w i t h  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  a s a n e r  way and n o t  l e t  t h e s e  s e r i o u s  
mat te rs  a f f e c t  u s  i n  t h e  same way i t  a f f e c t s  most p e o p l e .  I a m  v e r y  
g l a d  t h a t  I have  s o m e t h i n g  t o  work f o r - - t h e  World Tomorrow. 

M r s .  L o u i s e  K n i f f e n  (Mesa, A Z )  

I love t h i s  Work t h a t  God h a s  c a l l e d  m e  t o  b e  a p a r t  o f .  I know t h a t  
t h i s  i s  t h e  t r u e  Church  of God. My l i f e  i s  so d i f f e r e n t  now--I a l -  
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ways have  peace o f  mind. Even though  somet imes  w e  have  t r i a l s ,  I 
know t h a t  w i t h  God's Holy S p i r i t  and k e e p i n g  H i s  commandments, w e  c a n  
overcome.  

Thank you,  M r .  A rms t rong ,  f o r  your  p raye r s - -you  d o n ' t  know m e  p e r s o n -  
a l l y ,  b u t  I know you have  a p l a c e  i n  y o u r  h e a r t  f o r  e a c h  one  of t h e  
b r e t h r e n .  

M r .  & M r s .  I s a i a h  K e i t t  (Columbia ,  S C )  

What a m i r a c u l o u s  p r i v i l e g e  it i s  t o  be  a m e m b e r  o f  G o d ' s  Church!  
I t  i s  more t h a n  I c a n  e x p r e s s  i n  words ,  b u t  I d o  t h a n k  G o d  t h e  F a t h e r  
e a c h  d a y  f o r  H i s  g o o d n e s s  i n  c a l l i n g  m e  t o  r e p e n t a n c e .  The way H e  
a n s w e r s  my p r a y e r s  would be i n c r e d i b l e  i f  I d i d  n o t  know o f  H i s  
p r o m i s e s  and  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  H e  w i l l  n o t  l i e .  I f  you r e a d  be tween 
t h e s e  l i n e s ,  I hope  you w i l l  see g r a t i t u d e ,  and a l s o  l o v e .  I a m  so 
g r a t e f u l  f o r  you ,  M r .  A rms t rong ,  and M r .  Rader a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  whole 
m i n i s t r y .  

M r s .  Marris Owings J r .  ( C h i l d e r s b u r g ,  A L )  

Being o n  my own now a s  a s t u d e n t  a t  a l o c a l  u n i v e r s i t y ,  I have  found 
t h a t  I need  God more t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .  I f i n d  myse l f  p r a y i n g  more 
e a c h  d a y  and  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  how t h i s  s o c i e t y  i s  so wrapped up  i n  
" d c i n g  t h e i r  own t h i n g . ' '  Each week I l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  g o i n g  t o  c h u r c h  
s e r v i c e s  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a g r e a t  e s c a p e  from t h e  f o u l  l a n g u a g e  and  f o u l  
minds  on campus. 

I bel ieve w i t h  a l l  my h e a r t  t h a t  you ,  Ilr. Arms t rong ,  a re  God's c h o s e n  
a p o s t l e .  N o  o t h e r  man h a s  done  a s  much a s  you have  i n  p r e p a r i n g  
G o d ' s  Church  and  g e t t i n g  it r e a d y  f o r  i t s  b i g  wedding d a y .  I t h a n k  
God f o r  a l l o w i n g  m e  t o  be i n  H i s  Church ,  and  e n a b l i n g  m e  t o  know 
a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e .  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  i s  n o t  b e i n g  judged  
now and  t h a t  t h e i r  t i m e  w i l l  come. I f  o n l y  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  f a l s e  
c h u r c h e s  knew t h i s .  

God's  work i s  moving f u l l  s p e e d  ahead  and n o t h i n g  on  t h i s  p l a n e t  c a n  
o r  w i l l  g e t  i n  i t s  way! 

C a r l a  D e n i s e  H a r r i s o n  (Chesapeake ,  VA) 

- - JOE TKACH, M I N I S T E R I A L  S E R V I C E S  

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

" S Q U A L I D "  DEAL SETS FREE W R I C A ' S  PRISONERS " I t ' s  over:  t h e  g r e a t  
S a t a n  bows t o  a l l  o u r  c o n d i t i o n s . ' '  So t r u m p e t e d  T e h r a n ' s  Kayhan news- 
p a p e r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  announcement  o f  a U . S . - I r a n i a n  a g r e e m e n t - t o  end  t h e  
14-month-old h o s t a g e  cr is is .  

"Down Wi th  America, Down Wi th  Reagan , "  s h o u t e d  I r a n ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
g u a r d s - - i n  E n g l i s h - - a s  t h e  t w o  A l g e r i a n  j e t s  c a r r y i n g  t h e  5 2  American 
h o s t a g e s  p r e p a r e d  t o  d e p a r t  T e h r a n  a i r p o r t  f o r  f reedom.  

Thus ,  I r a n i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  k e p t  u p  t h e  v i t r i o l  t o  t h e  v e r y  e n d .  But  
w i t h  J a n u a r y  2 0  looming,  t h e y  f e l t  t h e y  had t o  g e t  w h a t e v e r  t h e y  c o u l d  
o u t  o f  t h e  Car te r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  They had no desire  t o  d e a l  w i t h  a 
man who b l u n t l y  cal led them what  t h e y  r e a l l y  a r e - - b a r b a r i a n s - - a n d  who 
p u b l i c l y  ca l led  t h e  5 2  u n f o r t u n a t e  Amer icans  wha t  t h e y  r e a l l y  w e r e - -  
" p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r .  '' 
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" S a u a l i d  N e a o t i a t i o n s "  

W e  m i g h t  n o t  know f o r  some t i m e ,  p e r h a p s ,  t h e  r e a l  p r i c e  p a i d  f o r  t h e  
r e t u r n  of t h e  h o s t a g e s .  (Some obse rve r s ,  p a r a p h r a s i n g  Wins ton  C h u r c h i l l ,  
c h o r t l e d :  "Never have  so many p a i d  so much f o r  so f e w . " )  

The o u t g o i n g  C a r t e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w a s  adamant  i n  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  n o t  a 
c e n t  o f  t a x p a y e r ' s  money would b e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  $8  b i l l i o n  
( o u t  of a p o s s i b l e  t o t a l  o f  $ 1 1 . 2  b i l l i o n )  t r a n s f e r :  t h a t  a l l  t h a t  w a s  
b e i n g  r e t u r n e d  w a s  I r a n ' s  asse ts  which  had b e e n  f r o z e n  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
t h e  U . S .  embassy  w a s  s t o r m e d :  t h a t  I r a n  would have  t o  e a r m a r k  $5  b i l l i o n  
t o  pay  o f f  bank  l o a n s  and  f u t u r e  l i t i g a t i o n s .  

T h i s  i s  p r o b a b l y  n o t  t h e  whole  s t o r y .  The h o s t a g e s ,  f o r  example ,  w i l l  
n o t  b e  ab le  t o  s u e  I r a n  f o r  damages a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  14-month-long 
o rdea l .  Any s u c h  s u i t s  would i n s t e a d  be covered by t h e  U.S. T r e a s u r y .  

The N e w  R e p u b l i c  magaz ine  b l u n t l y  c a l l e d  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  " s q u a l i d "  and 
s a i d  t h e y  had been  " c o n d u c t e d  a s  i f  t h e  I r a n i a n s  w e r e  t h e  a g g r i e v e d  -- 
p a r t y . "  -Added T N R ,  - i n  i t s  lead e d i t o r i a l  o f  J a n u a r y  3 - 1 0 ,  1 9 8 1  e n t i t l e d  
" N o t  One C e n t  f o r  T r i b u t e "  : 

"Ronald  Reagan h a s  s a i d ,  i n  a n  o f f - h a n d  and  c a s u a l  way, a b o u t  t h e  
c a p t i v i t y  o f  Amer icans  i n  T e h r a n  wha t  Jimmy Car te r  s h o u l d  have  s a i d ,  
a s  a d e l i b e r a t e  a n d  c a l c u l a t e d  s t a t e m e n t  o f  U . S .  p o l i c y ,  1 4  months  a g o :  
W e  w i l l  n o t  pay  ransom t o  s e c u r e  t h e i r  r e l ease .  C a r t e r  m i g h t  t h e n  have  
added  t h a t ,  u n l e s s  t h e  h o s t a g e s  w e r e  r e l e a s e d  and  r e l e a s e d  q u i c k l y ,  t h e  
c o s t  t o  I r a n  would be u n p r e d i c t a b l e  and  i n c a l c u l a b l e . "  T h i s  t h e  
I r a n i a n s  u n d e r s t o o d .  

"The m u l l a h s  t o o k  Jimmy C a r t e r ' s  measu re  e a r l y  on  a n d  t h e y  t o o k  i t  
a c c u r a t e l y .  When t h e y  p l a y  c a r d s ,  t h e y  l o o k  n o t  a t  t h e  c a r d s  b u t  a t  
t h e  f a c e s  of  t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s .  They l o o k e d  a t  Jimmy C a r t e r  and he  
showed. them t h e  u n m i s t a k a b l e  f a c e  o f  s e r v i l i t y .  H i s  f a c e  t o l d  them 
t h a t  t h e y ' d  r u n  n o  r i s k  and  i n c u r  no  cos t  .... 
" P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r ' s  words t o l d  them, t oo ,  q u i t e  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h a t  w e  
would a b j u r e  a u s e  o f  f o r c e .  And when, months  l a t e r ,  he  r e s o r t e d  n o t  
t o  p u n i t i v e  b u t  s i m p l y  to min ima l  f o r c e  aimed a t  e x t r i c a t i n g  o u r  
h o s t a g e s ,  h e  d i d  so h a l f - h e a r t e d l y ,  t i m i d l y ,  a s  i f  t o  doom t h e  a c t  
i n  a d v a n c e ,  wh ich  it d i d . "  

The Reagan a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  now s t u d y i n g  c l o s e l y  t h e  t e rms ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
y e t  u n f u l f i l l e d  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  m a s s i v e  money, g o l d ,  and  s e c u r i t i e s  swap 
a r r a n g e m e n t  e n g i n e e r e d  by t h e  C a r t e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( i n c l u d i n g  
1 , 6 3 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  o u n c e s ,  o r  5 1  t o n s ,  o f  g o l d ,  w o r t h  $940 m i l l i o n ) .  The 
a g r e e m e n t  a l s o  t u r n s  over American c la ims  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
government  t o  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c l a i m s  t r i b u n a l  (where c a n  t h e  U.S. g e t  
j u s t i c e  i n  t h i s  w o r l d ? ) .  

The W a l l  S t r e e t  J o u r n a l ,  i n  a J a n u a r y  2 1  e d i t o r i a l ,  s a i d  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  
" h a s  t h e  same moral s t a n d i n g  a s  a n  a g r e e m e n t  made w i t h  a k i d n a p p e r ,  
t h a t  i s  t o  s a y  none  a t  a l l . "  The e d i t o r i a l  a d v i s e d  P r e s i d e n t  Reagan 
t o  examine  it c a r e f u l l y  and  s a i d  t h a t  " i f  i t s  u n f u l f i l l e d  p a r t s  d o  n o t ,  
on b a l a n c e ,  b e n e f i t  American i n t e r e s t s ,  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  no h e s t i t a t i o n  
i n  r e n o u n c i n g  i t . "  

So t h e r e  s t i l l  may b e  some f i r e w o r k s  y e t  t o  come. 

--Gene H .  Hogberg,  N e w s  Bureau 


