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NEWS FROM THE PASTOR GENERAL'S OFFICE 

M r .  Armstrong R e t u r n s  From S u c c e s s f u l  T r i p  

Monday, May 3 1 ,  Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong l a n d e d  s a f e l y  a t  Burbank a f t e r  a 
s u c c e s s f u l  l l - d a y  t r i p  to  England .  

The  G-11, w i t h  M r .  Armst rong  and p a r t y  aboard, d e p a r t e d  Burbank Thursday  
morn ing ,  May 2 0 ,  l a n d i n g  a t  Luton  Airport  ( n o r t h  o f  London) e a r l y  F r i d a y  
morning .  T h a t  a f t e r n o o n  M r .  Armst rong  v i s i t e d  w i t h  Mr. F rank  Brown, 
R e g i o n a l  Director o f  t h e  W o r k ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  Kingdom, B l a c k  
A f r i c a  and Scand i n a v  ia .  

The  n e x t  d a y ,  May 2 2 ,  M r .  Armst rong  and p a r t y  a t t e n d e d  a c o n c e r t  by V l a d i m i r  
Horowi tz  h e l d  i n  t h e  Royal  F e s t i v a l  H a l l .  I t  was g i v e n  a s  a command per- 
formance  for t h e  P r i n c e  of Wales. P r io r  t o  t h i s ,  Maestro Horowi tz  had n o t  
performed i n  Europe  i n  o v e r  30 y e a r s .  The  p e r f o r m a n c e  was e x c e p t i o n a l  and  
Horowi tz  r e t u r n e d  amids t  b r a v o ' s  and a s t a n d i n g  o v a t i o n  t o  p l a y  t h r e e  short  
pieces a s  e n c o r e s .  

The  c o n c e r t  was followed by a p r i v a t e  Roya l  r e c e p t i o n  o n  t h e  top f l o o r  o f  
t h e  F e s t i v a l  H a l l .  M r .  Armstrong was f o r m a l l y  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  H.R.H. P r i n c e  
C h a r l e s ,  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  P r i n c e  w i t h  a b e a u t i f u l l y - f r a m e d  p i c t u r e  of 
Horowi tz  p l a y i n g  i n  Ambassador Aud i to r ium.  

A f e w  m i n u t e s  l a t e r ,  as  t h e  P r i n c e  was a b o u t  t o  l e a v e  t h e  r e c e p t i o n ,  Jacob 
R o t h s c h i l d  ( t h e  b a n k e r )  and  S i r  C l a u s  Moser (Chairman of Royal  Opera H o u s e )  
approached  t h e  P r i n c e .  B o t h  men had a t t e n d e d  a d i n n e r  p a r t y  h e l d  i n  M r .  
A r m s t r o n g ' s  honor  and h o s t e d  by Mayor Teddy K o l l e k  i n  J e r u s a l e m  l a s t  
November. The two men had been impressed by M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  t a l k  and a s k e d  
t h e  P r i n c e  i f  t h e y  c o u l d  i n t r o d u c e  h i m  t o  M r .  Armst rong .  Thus a s e c o n d  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  and c o n v e r s a t i o n  was made. 

Sabba th ,  May 2 9 ,  M r .  Armstrong f l e w  t o  F r a n k f u r t ,  West Germany and  s p o k e  t o  
a b o u t  800 German-speaking b r e t h r e n  g a t h e r e d  there .  H e  r e t u r n e d  t o  London 
and  spoke P e n t e c o s t  a f t e r n o o n  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  b r e t h r e n .  F i n a l l y ,  M r .  
Armst rong  and p a r t y  r e t u r n e d  t o  Pasadena  May 3 1 .  

Mr. Armstrong had hoped t o  meet w i t h  Mrs. M a r g a r e t  T h a t c h e r  d u r i n g  t h i s  
t r i p ,  b u t  d u e  t o  t h e  F a l k l a n d s  c r i s i s  s h e  was u n a b l e  t o  see him. H e  hopes 
t o  r e s c h e d u l e  t h e  m e e t i n g  f o r  J u l y  when h e  i s  t e n t a t i v e l y  s c h e d u l e d  t o  be  i n  
Europe  to  meet w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of Greece. More d e t a i l s  of M r .  
A r m s t r o n g ' s  s u c c e s s f u l  t r i p  w i l l  be f o r t h c o m i n g  i n  t h e  WORLDWIDE NEWS. 

- -Aaron Dean  
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REPORT FROM THE TREASURER'S OFFICE 

May h a s  b e e n  a n o t h e r  t r y i n g  month for  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  area.  Here a re  t h e  
s t a t i s t i c s  w e e k  by w e e k :  

Week  E n d i n q :  
May 7 
May 14 
May 2 1  
May 28 

Month t o  Date 
+39.8% 
+10.3% 
+ 6 . 1 %  - . 2 %  

Year t o  Date 
+13.2% 
+11.7% 
+10.9% 
+ 9 . 3 %  

We were o b v i o u s l y  e n c o u r a g e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of t h e  month ,  b u t  s a d d e n e d  b y  
t h e  f i n a l  f i g u r e s .  The  f i n a l  f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  whole  month o f  May a s  
b a n k s  were closed for t h e  res t  of t h e  month .  T h e s e  p e r c e n t a g e  f i g u r e s  would 
be v e r y  e n c o u r a g i n g  f o r  many U . S .  c o m p a n i e s  r i g h t  now, a s  some a re  h a v i n g  
v e r y  r o u g h  times. I n  o u r  case, a b o u t  a y e a r  a g o  w e  s t a r t ed  e x p a n d i n g  
g r e a t l y  i n  radio,  TV a n d  p u b l i s h i n g .  We w a n t  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h a t  e x p a n s i o n ,  
b u t  h a v e  h a d  t o  v i r t u a l l y  h a l t  i t  f o r  now u n t i l  f u n d s  i n c r e a s e  s u b s t a n -  
t i a l l y .  

The 1 9 8 2  b u d g e t  was g e a r e d  t o  a b o u t  a 1 5 %  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  l a s t  y e a r .  W i t h  
o n l y  a 9 . 3 %  i n c r e a s e  i n  income w e  w i l l  h a v e  t o  h o l d  down e x p e n d i t u r e s  con-  
s i d e r a b l y .  W e  are e n d e a v o r i n g  t o  do t h i s  and  are now t a k i n g  f u r t h e r  s teps  
t o  slow down e x p e n d i t u r e s .  Most d e p a r t m e n t s  are  d o i n g  a good job  i n  t h i s  
r e g a r d .  

The  p r e l i m i n a r y  P e n t e c o s t  h o l y  d a y  o f f e r i n g  f i g u r e s  a r e  now compiled. T h e  
t o t a l  i n c r e a s e  i s  11.8% more t h a n  l a s t  P e n t e c o s t .  T h i s  is  a good improve-  
ment  o v e r  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  h o l y  d a y  o f f e r i n g s  which  were i n i t i a l l y  +4.5%, b u t  
l a t e  o f f e r i n g s  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  i t  t o  6.3% o v e r  l a s t  y e a r .  

T h e  Mail P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  h a s  s u p p l i e d  m e  w i t h  some e n c o u r a g i n g  f i g u r e s .  
Our co-workers h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  1 2 %  o v e r  t h e  same p e r i o d  l a s t  y e a r  a n d  d o n o r s  
h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  by 110%.  T h i s  is a v e r y  good i n d i c a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e s e  new con-  
t r i b u t o r s  h a v e  n o t  y e t  made a s i g n i f i c a n t  impact. H o p e f u l l y  t h e y  w i l l  
soon. 

--Leroy N e f f ,  T r e a s u r e r  

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

WORLDWIDE NEWS f o r  Members Only 

B e c a u s e  of t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  m a t e r i a l  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  WORLDWIDE N E W S ,  M r .  
Armst rong  s e t  t h e  p o l i c y  some t i m e  a g o  s t a t i n g  t h a t  i t  i s  a p u b l i c a t i o n  f o r  
members o n l y .  

However, f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  t h e  P e r s o n a l  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  D e p a r t m e n t  r e c e i v e s  
r e q u e s t s  f r o m  p r o s p e c t i v e  members or o t h e r s  a s k i n g  f o r  t h e  WN. Some o f  
t h e s e  m e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  m i n i s t e r  t h e y  t a l k e d  w i t h  recommended t h a t  they a s k .  
PCD t h e n  m u s t  s e n d  a l e t t e r  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  WORLDWIDE NEWS is  f o r  m e m -  
bers o n l y .  Of  c o u r s e  t h i s  c a n  lead t o  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  or  f r u s t r a t i o n  o n  t h e  
pa r t  of t h e  p e r s o n  making t h e  r e q u e s t .  

Please keep t h i s  p o l i c y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  WORLDWIDE NEWS i n  mind when c o u n s e l -  
i n g  p r o s p e c t i v e  members or a n y  non-members, so  t h a t  a n y  u n n e c e s s a r y  m i s -  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  c a n  be a v o i d e d .  
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Reminder About S i c k  C h i l d r e n  

I t  is good t o  a g a i n  remind t h e  b r e t h r e n  a b o u t  n o t  b r i n g i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  
c h u r c h  s e r v i c e s  or  c h u r c h  f u n c t i o n s  i f  t h e y  a r e  i l l .  C h i l d r e n  w i t h  a bad 
cough or c o l d ,  measles, c h i c k e n  pox ,  whooping cough,  e t c . ,  s h o u l d  -- under  n o  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  be  b r o u g h t  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  other  c h i l d r e n .  Any p a r e n t  whose  
c h i l d  h a s  been  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a n o t h e r  c h i l d  who is l a t e r  found t o  h a v e  
measles s h o u l d  place t h e i r  c h i l d  i n  q u a r a n t i n e  f o r  a t  l e a s t  1 4  d a y s  t o  be 
c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  or n o t  he  or s h e  h a s  c o n t r a c t e d  t h e  d isease.  

Any m i n i s t e r  who n o t i c e s  a c h i l d  a t  s e r v i c e s  or a t  o ther  C h u r c h - r e l a t e d  
f u n c t i o n s  w i t h  w h a t  a p p e a r s  t o  be  a c o n t a g i o u s  i l l n e s s  s h o u l d  immedia t e ly  
a s k  t h e  p a r e n t s  t o  t ake  t h e  c h i l d  home. The  basic  u n d e r l y i n g  p r i n c i p l e  i n -  
v o l v e d  here is one  of showing l o v e  t o  one  a n o t h e r - - c e r t a i n l y  what  God would 
e x p e c t  o f  H i s  people. 

I n t e r  na  t i o n a  1 N e w s  

Update  From S p a n i s h - l a n g u a g e  Areas More s e r v a n t s  a re  b e i n g  s u p p l i e d  t o  
reap t h e  h a r v e s t  G o d  i s  p r o v i d i n g  i n  t h e  S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  Mr. 
S a l v a d o r  B a r r a g a n  was o r d a i n e d  A p r i l  3 r d  i n  Mexico C i t y  by Mr. Tom T u r k ;  M r .  
Mauricio P e r e z  was o r d a i n e d  A p r i l  1 1 t h  i n  San J u a n ,  P u e r t o  R i c o  ( h e  s e r v e s  
t h e  Church i n  Colombia)  by Messrs. Leon Walker and Pablo  Gonza lez ;  and  M r .  
D a n i e l  V a s q u e s  was o r d a i n e d  A p r i l  2 4 t h  i n  J a l p a ,  Mexico by Mr. Turk .  T h e r e  
are  now 1 7  m i n i s t e r s  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g  areas.  

Income from t h e  S p a n i s h  and  P o r t u g u e s e - s p e a k i n g  a reas  from J a n u a r y  t h r o u g h  
March of 1982  i n d i c a t e s  a 37% i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  same per iod l a s t  y e a r .  
Through t h e  end  of Apr i l  l a s t  y e a r ,  t h e r e  had been  o n l y  1 2  b a p t i s m s ,  com- 
pared t o  39 t h r o u g h  t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  months o f  t h i s  y e a r .  

Total  mai l  r e c e i v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  end of A p r i l  s t o o d  a t  87 ,424 ,  or 77% o v e r  
l a s t  y e a r  a t  t h a t  time, and t h e  m o s t  e v e r  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  months 
o f  any  y e a r  i n  t h e  p a s t !  A l s o ,  t w o  records fo r  most mail r e c e i v e d  were s e t  
--on one  s i n g l e  d a y  3 ,269  pieces came i n  ( F e b r u a r y  5 t h )  and d u r i n g  o n e  w e e k  
9 ,453  pieces a r r i v e d  ( F e b r u a r y  1 s t - 5 t h )  . Response from t h e  semi -annua l  
l e t t e r  c r e a t e d  most of t h i s  r e c o r d - b r e a k i n g  s u r g e .  C e r t a i n  c o u n t r i e s  
r e sponded  much h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  a v e r a g e :  Costa Rica,  5 4 % ;  U . S . A . ,  30%;  
Colombia, 35%; Guatemala, 47%; E l  S a l v a d o r ,  50%;  Ecuador, 35%. S e v e r a l  
t h o u s a n d  more r e s p o n s e s  a r e  s t i l l  e x p e c t e d .  

f 

W e  h a v e  some v e r y  good news a b o u t  new m a i l i n g  methods t h a t  w i l l  s a v e  money 
and  speed d e l i v e r y  o f  t h e  S p a n i s h  PLAIN TRUTH. Most non-U.S. PURA VERDAD 
s u b s c r i b e r s  w i l l  now be s e n t  t h e i r  copy of t h e  magaz ine  by -- a i r  mail  t h r o u g h  
Costa Rica,  a t  a t o t a l  cost  o f  o n l y  S .14- .18(U.S . ) .  Magazines  w i l l  be s e n t  
t o  t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y ,  San  Jose, by a i r f r e i g h t  from t h e  p r i n t i n g  p l a n t  i n  
Kentucky f o r  a cost  of a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ . l O ( U . S . ) .  Then t h e  magaz ines  a r e  
s e n t  v i a  a i r  mail  to  most of L a t i n  America ( e x c e p t  Mexico) and S p a i n ,  for 
less  t h a n  t h e  cost of s e n d i n g  t h e  m a g a z i n e s  by, U . S .  surface mail!  T h i s  
s o u n d s  too good to  be t r u e ,  b u t  because of d e v a l u a t i o n s  of t h e  Costa R ican  
c u r r e n c y ,  l o w  p o s t a g e  r a t e s  and t h e  p r e s t i g e  of h a n d l i n g  a l a r g e - c i r c u l a -  
t i o n  U . S .  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  C o s t a  Rican  a i r  mail  r a t e  r a n g e s  from $.04-.08 
( U . S . )  t o  any  p o i n t  i n  t h e  Americas or Europe. T h i s  same s e r v i c e  would cos t  
$.76-1.32(U.S.) f o r  each magazine ,  u s i n g  t h e  U . S .  P o s t a l  S e r v i c e !  
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PURA VERDAD d e l i v e r y  t i m e  h a s  b e e n  r e d u c e d  d r a s t i c a l l y  u s i n g  t h i s  m a i l i n g  
s y s t e m .  Normal d e l i v e r y  t i m e  t o  remote B o l i v i a  h a s  b e e n  f o u r  t o  s i x  m o n t h s  
b y  U.S. s u r f a c e  m a i l ;  now i t  is  --- t w o  t o  f o u r  w e e k s .  D e l i v e r y  time to Spain 
h a s  improved  from 10-12 w e e k s  t o  two w e e k s .  So, t h e  m a g a z i n e  is  b e i n g  
d e l i v e r e d  t o  non-U.S. s u b s c r i b e r s  i n  t h e  same month a s  t h e  c o v e r  da te .  
T h i s  h a s  n e v e r  o c c u r r e d  o n  a l i s t - w i d e  b a s i s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  S p a n i s h -  
l a n g u a g e  e d i t i o n .  I t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h i s  f a s t e r  d e l i v e r y  t i m e  s h o u l d  
a f f e c t  t h e  readers  v e r y  p o s i t i v e l y  and cou ld  i n c r e a s e  i n c o m i n g  m a i l .  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  S p a n i s h - l a n g u a g e  PT l i s t  i s  d o m i n a t e d  by new s u b s c r i b e r s ,  t h e  
37% who are  prime s u b s c r i b e r s  h a v e  y i e l d e d  much f r u i t ,  i n d i c a t i n g  a more 
s e r i o u s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  G o d ' s  W o r k .  N e a r l y  s i x  p e r c e n t  of t h e s e  prime s u b -  
sc r ibers  are d o n o r s ,  w h i l e  t w o  p e r c e n t  are  co-workers. T h e  t o t a l  number o f  
d o n o r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  e n d  of A p r i l - - 2 , 5 8 2 - - i s  a n  a l l - t ime  h i g h  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  
o f  t h e  Work  i n  t h e  S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g  areas.  A l s o ,  t h e  number of a c t i v e  B i b l e  
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  C o u r s e  s t u d e n t s  r e a c h e d  a s e v e n - y e a r  h i g h  of 1 2 , 0 0 0  i n  
A p r i l ,  or 1 0 %  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  l i s t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  S p a n i s h -  
l a n g u a g e  CC i s  s e n t  t o  s t u d e n t s  i n  s u c h  d i v e r s e  n o n - S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g  
c o u n t r i e s  as  J a p a n ,  Cameroon, Denmark, Greece, I n d i a  and  T a n z a n i a .  

Comments From Month ly  Church  Reports 

TULSA, OK--D. E. MASON: Seem t o  be c o n t a c t i n g  a more e n t h u s i a s -  
t i c  g r o u p  o f  PM's a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  r a d i o  a n d  TV c o v e r a g e  here. 
A l l  seem d e e p l y  c o n c e r n e d  and  m o t i v a t e d  a s  a r e s u l t  of l i s t e n i n g  
to Mr. Armstrong's powerful programs. 

A U S T I N ,  TX--HAROLD J. RHODES: Church  a t t e n d a n c e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  
r e m a i n  h i g h .  People seem t o  h a v e  more o f  a s e n s e  o f  u r g e n c y  t h a n  
e v e r  b e f o r e .  A d e f i n i t e  i n c r e a s e  i n  new PM's. Please keep t h e  
t e l ecas t  i n  A u s t i n !  

ATLANTA, GA--HAROLD LESTER: A t l a n t a  Church  is becoming more and  
more s p i r i t u a l l y  o r i e n t e d .  More d i s c u s s i o n  of world e v e n t s ,  t h e  
B i b l e  and M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  i n c r e a s e d  e m p h a s i s  o n  p r e a c h i n g  t h e  
Gospel. 

ROSEBURG, OR--GREG JOHNSON: E v e r y o n e  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  Mr . Gerald 
W a t e r h o u s e ' s  v i s i t  a n d  a n x i o u s  f o r  t h e  Kingdom t o  come. O v e r a l l ,  
a n  o p t i m i s t i c  a t t i t u d e  p r e v a i l s  d u e  t o  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  t i r e l e s s  
e f f o r t s  o n  r a d i o  a n d  TV a n d  t r i p s  a b r o a d .  

BELLEVILLE, IL--HAROLD SMITH: E v e r y o n e  i s  e n c o u r a g e d  a b o u t  M r  . 
A r m s t r o n g ' s  t r i p s  a n d  h i s  c o n t i n u i n g  w o r k  pace. Many h a v e  b e e n  
commenting o n  how s u p e r  t h e  GN i s ,  and  now more and more are  i m -  
pressed by how t h e  PT h a s  g o t t e n  meatier by t h e  month.  

KANSAS C I T Y ,  KS--BRUCE GORE: W e  h a v e  o u r  u s u a l  minor  problems t o  
d e a l  w i t h ,  b u t  o v e r a l l  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e  area is g o i n g  e x t r e m e l y  
w e l l .  The b r e t h r e n  seemed t o  b e  v e r y  u p  for t h e  S p r i n g  h o l y  d a y s  
a n d  t h e  o f f e r i n g s  were some of t h e  bes t  e v e r  f o r  t h i s  area.  W e  
r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  and appreciated Mr. Dean B l a c k w e l l ' s  v i s i t  t o  t h e  
area.  

SOLDOTNA, AK--GLENN DOIG:  R e a l l y  app rec i a t e  h a v i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
and answer section in t h e  PGR. B r e t h r e n  were r e a l l y  h e l p e d  a n d  
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e n c o u r a g e d  by M r .  Leroy  N e f f ' s  v i s i t  d u r i n g  t h e  Days of 
Unleavened  Bread .  

WASHINGTON,  PA--DAVID M. JOHNSON: C h u r c h  seems t o  be growing  
w e l l  e v e n  though  w e  have  v i r t u a l l y  no  new PM's  t o  c o n t a c t .  T h e  
Church seems t o  g e t  warmer e v e r y  w e e k  and is a l so  becoming more 
c o h e s i v e .  PT d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  d o i n g  w e l l .  W e  now p u t  o u t  n e a r l y  
1 , 0 0 0  P T ' s  per month i n  t h i s  c i t y  w h i c h  was c o m p l e t e l y  closed t o  
u s  when t h e  loca l  c h u r c h  s t a r t e d  l a s t  J u n e .  

HAGERSTOWN, MD--WILLIAM R. PACK: Our . l o c a l  PLAIN TRUTH d i s t r i b u -  
t i o n  program is  i n  h i g h  g e a r .  I n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  w e  have  added  
4 , 1 9 2  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  t h r e e - c h u r c h  a rea .  T h a t  is a n  i n -  
crease o f  8 3 % !  

--Joe Tkach ,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

MAIL PROCESSING CENTER UPDATE 

Members I Examples  Have Impact 

J e s u s  C h r i s t  s a i d  w e  m u s t  l e t  o u r  l i g h t  s h i n e !  Many b r e t h r e n  f u l f i l l  t h i s  
command i n  a n  exempla ry  manner which h a s  p o s i t i v e  impact o n  o t h e r s .  

An i n c i d e n t  i n  O k l a h o m a  d u r i n g  t h e  r e c e n t  Days of Unleavened  Bread  i l l u s -  
t r a t e s  t h i s .  T h r e e  c h u r c h  f ami l i e s  were d i n i n g  i n  a local r e s t a u r a n t  o n  o n e  
of t h e  h o l y  d a y s .  T h e i r  wel l -mannered c h i l d r e n  were s e a t e d  a t  a separate 
t a b l e  when o n e  o f  them a c c i d e n t a l l y  s p i l l e d  a d r i n k .  T h e  p a r e n t s  of t h e  
c h i l d  q u i e t l y  came o v e r ,  c l e a n e d  u p  t h e  s p i l l  and  comforted t h e  c h i l d .  The 
g e n e r a l  b e h a v i o r  of t h e  g r o u p  s o  i m p r e s s e d  a n o t h e r  d i n e r ,  who is a cor- 
porate p r e s i d e n t ,  t h a t  s h e  went o v e r  and began t a l k i n g  w i t h  t h e  p a r t y .  Upon 
l e a r n i n g  t h a t  t h e y  were members o f  t h e  Worldwide Church o f  God s h e  wanted t o  
g i v e  a d o n a t i o n  t o  t h e  Church and handed one  of t h e  men a $100 b i l l !  

The  f o l l o w i n g  comments f rom l e t t e r s  t o  M r .  Armstrong a re  f u r t h e r  examples  
o f  how t h e  a c t i o n s  of God's  people c a n  impress o t h e r s  i n  a v e r y  p o s i t i v e  
way. 

I h a v e  been v e r y  d i s a p p o i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  c h u r c h  I was i n .  I n e v e r  
seemed t o  be s a t i s f i e d .  T h e r e  was someth ing  l a c k i n g .  I f e l t  I 
d i d n ' t  know any  more when I came home t h a n  b e f o r e  I went .  I was 
a l w a y s  l e f t  w i t h o u t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  what  i t  a l l  meant .  Every-  
t h i n g  was l i k e  a d e e p  d a r k  m y s t e r y  t o  m e .  I h a v e  n o t  been  a t t e n d -  
i n g  c h u r c h  for  some t i m e .  

I h a v e  heard so much abou t  y o u r  c h u r c h  from a l a d y  f r i e n d  who  is a 
member. I have  a s k e d  h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  t a l k e d  t o  h e r  and watched  
her l i f e .  S h e  seems to  have  someth ing  I want  f o r  m y s e l f .  So 
please s e n d  m e  t h e  B i b l e  course and  The  PLAIN TRUTH, or wha teve r  
w i l l  h e l p  m e  most. 

M.R. (Toledo, O H )  

I have  been  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  C h u r c h  of God f o r  t h e  pas t  t w o  months 
and w o u l d  now l i k e  to  s t a r t  p a y i n g  t i t h e s  s i n c e  I am sure t h a t  
t h i s  i s  t h e  t r u e  c h u r c h .  I had been  s e a r c h i n g  so  l o n g  f o r  a 
c h u r c h  t h a t  r e v e a l e d  t h e  t r u t h .  I c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  one  u n t i l  I g o t  
i n  t o u c h  w i t h  one  of your  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  t h e  N e w  J e r s e y  a rea .  
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A f t e r  a n s w e r i n g  my many q u e s t i o n s  a n d  i n v i t i n g  m e  t o  c h u r c h ,  I 
knew t h i s  is  where  I w a n t e d  to  be. I h a v e  n e v e r  m e t  s u c h  won- 
d e r f u l  people, people who were a c t u a l l y  l i v i n g  God's  Word, n o t  
j u s t  a c t i n g  i t  o n e  h o u r  a w e e k !  I c a n  h a r d l y  wai t  f o r  t h e  
Sabba ths  a n d  Bib le  s t u d i e s .  T h e  h o u r s  g o  by so f a s t  he re ,  n o t  
l i k e  t h e  s e r v i c e s  I u s e  t o  a t t e n d  w h e r e  h a l f  a n  h o u r  seemed l i k e  a 
d a y .  Your c h u r c h  i s  a r e f r e s h i n g  c h a n g e  i n  t o d a y ' s  s i c k  s o c i e t y .  
Thank you f o r  a l l  you are d o i n g !  

D.N.  ( P e r t h  Amboy, N J )  

I w e n t  t o  c h u r c h  t h i s  S a b b a t h  and  I m u s t  s a y  I e n j o y e d  i t  v e r y  
much. T h e  people were so k i n d  t o  m e .  A l s o ,  I n o t i c e d  how w e l l  
b e h a v e d  ALL t h e  c h i l d r e n  were. T h e r e  was so much l o v e  p r e s e n t  
you  c o u l d  f e e l  i t  coming o u t  of t h e  wa l l s !  

What a shame t h a t  a l l  c h u r c h e s  a r e n ' t  c o n d u c t e d  l i k e  God's t r u e  
C h u r c h .  For t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  my l i f e  I was a c t u a l l y  t a u g h t  
s t r a i g h t  f rom t h e  B i b l e .  I t  f e l t  good a n d  r i g h t  and  I w i l l  c o n -  
t i n u e  to  go .  

J . M .  ( T r o y ,  OH) % ' .  

- -Richard  R i c e ,  Mail P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e t  

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

CHARISMATIC POPE ACCELERATES CHURCH U N I T Y  DRIVE 

DATELINE P A R I S  ( J u n e  3, 1 9 8 2 ) :  I h a v e  j u s t  a r r i v e d  here a f t e r  h a v i n g  w i t -  
n e s s e d ,  p a r t l y  i n  p e r s o n  a s  a n  accredi ted  P L A I N  TRUTH c o r r e s p o n d e n t ,  t h e  
v i s i t  o f  Pope J o h n  P a u l  I1 t o  B r i t a i n .  T h i s  was a n  e v e n t  of g r e a t  s i g n i f i -  
c a n c e ,  c e r t a i n l y  f a r  more t h a n  t h e  Pope's v i s i t  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  
1979.  

The Roman C a t h o l i c  f a i t h f u l  i n  B r i t a i n - - a  m i n o r i t y  o f  a r o u n d  f i v e  m i l l i o n  
b e l i e v e r s - - w e r e  o f  c o u r s e  d e l i r i o u s  a t  h i s  coming a n d  g r e a t l y  r e l i e v e d  t h a t  
h e  d i d  n o t  c a n c e l  h i s  t r i p  as  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  war i n  t h e  S o u t h  A t l a n t i c .  
The  n o n - C a t h o l i c  m a j o r i t y  a l s o  seemed t o  be q u i t e  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  t h e  Pope's 
t r i p ,  or a t  l e a s t  were n o t  o p e n l y  h o s t i l e .  T h o s e  who o b j e c t e d  o p e n l y ,  s u c h  
a s  I a n  P a i s l e y ,  t h e  member o f  P a r l i a m e n t  f rom N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d  who i s  a n  
o u t s p o k e n  P r o t e s t a n t  c r i t i c ,  were few and g e n e r a l l y  d i s m i s s e d  a s  a bunch of 
c r a n k s  o u t  o f  s t e p  w i t h  t o d a y ' s  r e a l i t i e s ,  or a t  l e a s t  t h e  more l i b e r a l  news 
m e d i a  p a i n t e d  them as  s u c h .  

I ,  a l o n g  w i t h  J o h n  Schroeder of o u r  PLAIN TRUTH s t a f f  i n  B r i t a i n ,  was on 
hand a t  G a t w i c k  Airport  s o u t h  of London when t h e  Pope a r r i v e d .  The  Pope d i d  
h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  g r e e t i n g ,  a n  a c t  t h a t  h e  p e r f o r m s  a t  e v e r y  c o u n t r y  h e  
a r r i v e s  i n  ( i n  f a c t  h e  d i d  i t  i n  S c o t l a n d  a s  w e l l ,  s i g n i f y i n g  t h e  d i s t i n c t  
n a t i o n h o o d  o f  t h e  people up  to t h e  n o r t h ) .  The Pope k i s s e d  t h e  g r o u n d ,  or 
a t  l e a s t  a t  G a t w i c k  t h i s  meant  n o t  t h e  g r o u n d  b u t  t h e  tarmac a t  t h e  a i r p o r t .  
L e s t  h e  s h o u l d  p i c k  up  a n y t h i n g  h a r m f u l ,  a t r u c k  w i t h  a h i g h - p r e s s u r e  water 
h o s e  washed o f f  t h e  tarmac s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  h i s  p l a n e  l a n d e d .  

T h e  h i g h l i g h t  of t h e  Pope's v i s i t  o c c u r r e d  t h e  v e r y  n e x t  d a y  ( S a t u r d a y ) .  I t  
s u r r o u n d e d  t h e  f i r s t - e v e r  v i s i t  of t h e  Pope t o  C a n t e r b u r y  C a t h e d r a l ,  t h e  
v e r y  h e a d q u a r t e r s  of t h e  Church o f  E n g l a n d ,  w h i c h  broke o f f  from Rome 4 4 9  
y e a r s  a g o .  I watched  t h i s  v e r y  u n i q u e  s e r v i c e  o n  t e l e v i s i o n  i n  order t o  g e t  
t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  BBC c o v e r a g e  and  commentary.  
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I t  was a dramatic s e r v i c e  and o n e  which c o u l d  g e t  t h e  "on a g a i n ,  o f f  a g a i n "  
f a l t e r i n g  movement f o r  c h u r c h  u n i t y  back o n  course. Accord ing  t o  one  
s o u r c e ,  more was p r o b a b l y  a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  t h i s  s e r v i c e  t h a n  y e a r s  of 
l a b o r i o u s  s t u d y  and reports by t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  s c h o l a r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
C a t h o l i c ,  t h e  A n g l i c a n s  and t h e  o t h e r  P r o t e s t a n t  b o d i e s .  T h e  London news- 
p a p e r ,  THE STANDARD, commented a b o u t  t h e  P o p e ' s  t r i p  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h i s  
s e r v i c e  a t  t h e  C a n t e r b u r y  C a t h e d r a l  t h i s  way: ''A small  s t e p  f o r  a Pope,  b u t  
a g i a n t  s t e p  for t h e  u n i t y  o f  Chr i s t endom."  

T h i s  s e r v i c e  was t h e  main r e a s o n ,  many e x p e r t s  a g r e e ,  why t h e  Pope was 
d e t e r m i n e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  h i s  t r i p  to  B r i t a i n  even  though there  was a 
g r e a t  d e a l  of o p p o s i t i o n  i n i t i a l l y  from t h e  l eade r s  of t h e  c h u r c h  i n  L a t i n  
America who f e l t  t h a t  by g o i n g  t o  B r i t a i n  h e  would be  showing s i d e s  w i t h  
B r i t a i n  i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  A r g e n t i n a .  I f  h i s  t r i p  had been  c a n c e l l e d  and 
t h i s  e c u m e n i c a l  s e r v i c e  a t  C a n t e r b u r y  C a t h e d r a l  n o t  h e l d ,  most e x p e r t s  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  g o a l  o f  c h u r c h  u n i t y  would have  been  s e t  back v e r y  s e r i -  
o u s l y .  

A r c h b i s h o p  Doctor R o b e r t  Runc ie ,  Primate of A l l  England and l e a d e r  o f  t h e  
worldwide A n g l i c a n  Communion, was t h e  P o p e ' s  h o s t  f o r  t h i s  e c u m e n i c a l  func -  
t i o n .  I n  h i s  i n t r o d u c t o r y  a d d r e s s ,  A r c h b i s h o p  Runcie  s a id  t h i s :  "Our 
u n i t y  is  n o t  i n  t h e  p a s t  o n l y ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  W e  h a v e  a common 
v i s i o n  which a l so  breaks up t h e  l a z y  pre judices  and e a s y  a s s u m p t i o n s  of t h e  
p r e s e n t .  I' 

The Pope took a s  h i s  t e x t  i n  h i s  homily ( h e  g a v e  t h e  main message  o f  t h e  
s e r v i c e )  C h r i s t ' s  p r a y e r  f o r  H i s  d i s c i p l e s  " t h a t  t h e y  may a l l  be one"  w h i c h  
he  sa id  resounded " i n  a special  way t o d a y  i n  t h i s  ha l lowed  c a t h e d r a l . "  
C a n t e r b u r y  Cathedra l  g o e s  back many, many y e a r s  and was t h e  f i r s t  c a t h e d r a l  
of t h e  m e d i e v a l  c h u r c h  i n  England and h a s  s i n c e  been t h e  l e a d i n g  c a t h e d r a l  
of t h e  breakaway c h u r c h  of England .  

The  Pope a p p e a l e d  t o  t h o s e  p r e s e n t ,  as  w e l l  a s  t h e  m i l l i o n s  w a t c h i n g  on 
t e l e v i s i o n ,  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  commitment "of  p r a y i n g  and  working  f o r  r e c o n c i l -  
i a t i o n  and ecclesiast ical  u n i t y . "  He t o l d  t h e  m a s s i v e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  p r e s e n t  
i n  t h e  ca thedra l  t h a t  c h u r c h  u n i t y  " t r a n s c e n d s  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  d i v i s i o n s  and  
f r o n t i e r s . "  H e  f u r t h e r  t o l d  t h e  A n g l i c a n s  i n  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  
were "my dear b r o t h e r s  and s is ters  o f  t h e  A n g l i c a n  Communion o f  whom I l o v e  
and l o n g  fo r .  H o w  happy I am t o  be a b l e  t o  speak  d i r e c t l y  t o  you t o d a y  i n  
t h i s  g r e a t  c a thed ra l .  The b u i l d i n g  i t s e l f  is a n  e l o q u e n t  w i t n e s s ,  b o t h  t o  
o u r  l o n g  y e a r s  o f  common i n h e r i t a n c e  and t h e  sad y e a r s  of  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  
followed." T h e  Pope s a i d  t h a t  h i s  v i s i t  t o  t h e  C a t h e d r a l  was a day  " t h a t  
c e n t u r i e s  and g e n e r a t i o n s  have  a w a i t e d . "  

A f t e r  t h e  s e r v i c e  a Common D e c l a r a t i o n  was s i g n e d  by t h e  Pope and  t h e  Arch- 
b i s h o p  of C a n t e r b u r y  which declared,  "We commit o u r s e l v e s  anew t o  t h e  t a s k  
o f  working  for  u n i t y  w i t h  f i r m  f a i t h ,  renewed hope and e v e r  d e e p e r  l o v e . "  
T h i s  was a c lear  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  d i a l o g u e  s t a r t ed  by t h e  Anglican-Roman 
C a t h o l i c  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Commission would c o n t i n u e .  T h i s  e c u m e n i c a l  s e r v i c e  
d i d  n o t  c o n t a i n  a common E u c h a r i s t  ( t h e  j o i n t  s h a r i n g  of t h e  b r e a d  and 
w i n e ) .  T h a t  t y p e  of s e r v i c e  would s t i l l  have  t o  be f u r t h e r  down t h e  r o a d .  
T h e  o n l y  r i t u a l  t h a t  was pe r fo rmed ,  i f  one  c o u l d  c a l l  i t  t h a t ,  was a r e p e a t  
o n  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Archb i shop  and t h e  Pope of t h e i r  so-called b a p t i s m a l  
vows, imp ly ing  t h a t  t h e y  were j o i n t  f o l l o w e r s  of C h r i s t .  

The A n g l i c a n s  hope t o  a c t  a s  a " b r i d g e "  between t h e  C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h  and t h e  
i n d e p e n d e n t  d e n o m i n a t i o n  P r o t e s t a n t s .  T h e  A n g l i c a n s  a re  t h e m s e l v e s  d i v i d e d  
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be tween a " h i g h  c h u r c h , ' '  much closer t o  Rome and  l i t u r g y  i n  t r a d i t i o n ,  and  a 
" l o w  c h u r c h "  which is much closer to  v a r i o u s  P r o t e s t a n t  bod ie s .  

Y e t ,  Some R e t a i n  C a u t i o u s  S k e p t i c i s m  

N o t  a l l  o b s e r v e r s ,  however ,  were f a l l i n g  head o v e r  h e e l s  o v e r  t h e  char i s -  
matic Pope's p ronouncemen t s  a t  C a n t e r b u r y  C a t h e d r a l  and  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n  of 
working  towards c h u r c h  u n i t y .  One d i s s e n t i n g  v iew was e x p r e s s e d  by a n  
A n g l i c a n  v i c a r  f rom Tockwi th  i n  Y o r k ,  Peter Mul len .  M r .  Mul len  p o i n t e d  u p  
t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  ahead w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  c h u r c h  u n i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  r a t h e r  
compromis ing  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  c h u r c h  u n i o n  would h a v e  upon t h e  Throne  of 
England .  

T h e r e  are s e v e r a l  good r e a s o n s  why w e  s h o u l d  be s u s p i c i o u s  of t h e  
b a l l y h o o  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  papal  v i s i t .  I d o  n o t  s h a r e  t h e  v i c i o u s  
h o s t i l i t y  t o  a l l  t h i n g s  C a t h o l i c  t h a t  w e  now see from some 
e x t r e m e  P r o t e s t a n t s  w i t h  t h e i r  l o u d  m o u t h s  and  s l o g a n s .  B u t  i t  
is  n o t  o n l y  t h e  b i g o t s  who a re  s h o u t i n g  "NO popery . "  T h e r e  a re  
g e n u i n e  p o l i t i c a l  f e a r s .  More t h a n  400  y e a r s  a g o ,  i n  complicated 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  i n v o l v e d  a l o t  more t h a n  Henry V I I I ' s  mar i t a l  
d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  England  d e c i d e d  t o  b e  f r e e  f rom R o m e ' s  j u r i s d i c -  
t i o n .  Because t h e  Church o f  England  is t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  c h u r c h ,  
i t s  head  i s  t h e  Queen and  i t s  government  i s  c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  
P a r l i a m e n t ,  Any a t t e m p t  t o  u n i t e  t h e  t w o  c h u r c h e s  under  t h e  Pope 
would become a c i v i l  and  l e g a l  r e v o l u t i o n  a f f e c t i n g  a l l  B r i t a i n ,  
I t  is s i g n i f i c a n t  (some m i g h t  s a y  ominous)  t h a t  t h e  j o i n t  commit- 
t e e  s t u d y i n g  p a t h s  t o  u n i t y  be tween t h e  two c h u r c h e s  made n o  men- 
t i o n  of t h e  Q u e e n ' s  s t a t u s . . . .  

The Church of England  allows room f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s c i e n c e . .  . t h e  
Roman C a t h o l i c  Church does n o t .  I am a l l  f o r  compromise. I t  is 
t h e  r e a s o n a b l e  way t o  s e t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  b u t  i t  is n o t  possible 
t o  compromise when o n e  s i d e  c l e a r l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  i t s  own v iew is  
t h e  a b s o l u t e  t r u t h .  Benea th  t h e  smiles and t h e  f r i e n d l y  words  
t h a t  i s s u e d  from t h e  papal  p l a t f o r m ,  i t  i s  h a r d  t o  a v o i d  t h e  s u s -  
p i c i o n  t h a t  h e r e  l i e s  someth ing  o f  t h a t  o l d  t e c h n i q u e :  "Come i n t o  
my c o r n e r ,  s a i d  t h e  S p i d e r  t o  t h e  f l y , "  

Make no m i s t a k e ,  i n  any  u n i t y  scheme, a l l  t h e  compromise would be 
o n  o n e  s i d e  on ly - - the  Church o f  E n g l a n d ' s  s i d e . . . .  

For a l l  o f  t h e  a p p a r e n t l y  warm-hearted beckon ing  on t h e  u n i t y  
f r o n t ,  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church h a s  n o t  y e t  r enounced  i t s  own 
h ighhanded  s t a t e m e n t  of 1896 about C h u r c h  of England  p r i e s t s :  
t h a t  t h e i r  Holy Orders a re  " a b s o l u t e l y  n u l l  and  u t t e r l y  v o i d . . . . "  
The  price of a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  Rome i s  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  i t s  dogmas. 
What  would become o f  o u r  v a l u a b l e  d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s  then? . . . .  

I n  t h i s  l i g h t  i t  was v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  P r i n c e  C h a r l e s ,  h e i r  t o  t h e  
t h r o n e ,  was p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  e c u m e n i c a l  s e r v i c e  a t  C a n t e r b u r y  C a t h e d r a l .  
N o t  o n l y  d i d  he  a t t e n d  i t ,  h e  made a spec ia l  reques t  t o  b e  there so  t h a t  h e  
c o u l d  meet t h e  Pope a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  A r c h b i s h o p  of C a n t e r b u r y ,  and  a l l  t h ree  
of them were photographed m e e t i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  s e r v i c e  began.  T h e  p h o t o g r a p h  
appeared i n  e v e r y  major newspaper  i n  B r i t a i n .  ( T h e  p r e v i o u s  d a y  t h e  Pope 
made a c o u r t e s y  c a l l  a t  Buckingham Palace t o  v i s i t  Queen  E l i z a b e t h  11. T h e  
t w o  t a l k e d  p r i v a t e l y  for a b o u t  35 m i n u t e s . )  I n  l i g h t  of a l l  t h i s ,  i t  s h o u l d  
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a l s o  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  M r .  Armst rong  m e t  P r i n c e  C h a r l e s  a f e w  d a y s  
e a r l i e r  a f t e r  t h e  H o r o w i t z  c o n c e r t  d u r i n g  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  r e c e n t  t r i p  t o  
E n g l a n d .  

T h e  " C a r n i v a l "  i n  Glasgow 

I d i d  n o t  t r a v e l  w i t h  t h e  Papal  roadshow t o  C o v e n t r y  and L i v e r p o o l  s i n c e  
t h a t  was o n  P e n t e c o s t .  I n s t e a d ,  I e n j o y e d  a w o n d e r f u l  h o l y  d a y  w i t h  t h e  
b r e t h r e n  i n  B e l f a s t ,  N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d .  I picked u p  t h e  tour  a g a i n  i n  
Glasgow,  S c o t l a n d ,  a c i t y  w h i c h ,  a l o n g  w i t h  s u r r o u n d i n g  r e g i o n s ,  c o n t a i n s  
numerous C a t h o l i c  b e l i e v e r s - - m a n y  of whom are  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  i m m i g r a n t s  who 
came o v e r  f rom I r e l a n d .  The h i g h l i g h t  of t h e  Pope's t r i p  t o  S c o t l a n d  w h i c h  
a l so  i n c l u d e d  a number o f  e v e n t s  a t  E d i n b u r g h ,  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  was a t remen-  
d o u s  mass h e l d  i n  B e l l a h o u s t o n  P a r k .  The  a t t e n d a n c e  f o r  t h i s  o p e n  a i r  mass 
was p u t  a t  r o u g h l y  2 6 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  m e  i t  seemed s o m e t h i n g  a k i n  t o  a r e l i g i o u s  
Nuremberg r a l l y .  

B e f o r e  t h e  Pope a r r i v e d  by h e l i c o p t e r  f r o m  E d i n b u r g h  m i d - a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  
a n n o u n c e r s ,  m a i n l y  p r i e s t s ,  c o n d u c t e d  a l l  so r t s  o f  f e s t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  
people i n c l u d i n g  q u i t e  a number of more modern r e l i g i o u s  s o n g s .  One s o n g  
repeated o v e r  and  o v e r  a g a i n  was "He's G o t  t h e  Whole World I n  H i s  Hands." 
When t h e  people s a n g  i t ,  however ,  I c o u l d  n o t  t e l l  w h e t h e r  t h e y  were r e f e r -  
r i n g  t o  God or t o  a man, J o h n  P a u l  11. I n  t h e i r  own mind ,  I a m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
Pope was u p p e r m o s t .  

B e c a u s e  there  were so many people who were so f a r  away f rom t h e  d a i s  a t  
which  t h e  Pope spoke, a h u g e  t e l e v i s i o n  s c r e e n  was i n s t a l l e d  a b o v e  t h e  
r o s t r u m .  I t  was t h e  s i z e ,  some g u e s s e d ,  of a d o u b l e - d e c k e r  bus--a t r u l y  
awesome-sized s c r e e n .  R i g h t  n e x t  t o  i t  was located i t s  c o n t r o l  box upon 
w h i c h  was p a i n t e d  i n  b r i g h t  red "by M i t s u b i s h i  E lec t r ic . "  

When t h e  Pope a r r i v e d  b y  h e l i c o p t e r ,  t h e  crowd w h i c h  had  b e e n  s u r p r i s i n g l y  
q u i e t  and  s e l f - c o n t r o l l e d  e r u p t e d  i n  almost pandemonium. The crowd was 
a c t u a l l y  t i p p e d  o f f  a b o u t  t h e  Pope's imminent  a r r i v a l  by t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  
s c r e e n  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e y  saw t h e  he l i cop te r .  A f t e r  t h e  Pope a r r i v e d ,  h e  was 
i m m e d i a t e l y  u s h e r e d  i n t o  o n e  o f  t h e  f o u r  a r m o r - p l a t e d  b u l l e t p r o o f  g l a s s ,  
s a f e t y - t i r e d  P o p e m o b i l e s  which  escorted him o n  a w i n d i n g  pa thway u p  a n d  
down t h e  s e c t i o n  of t h e  park where  t h e  people were s t a n d i n g .  I t  took, I 
b e l i e v e ,  almost a h a l f  h o u r  f o r  h i s  car t o  wind i ts  way t h r o u g h .  

The  S c o t t i s h  newspaper  D A I L Y  RECORD p e r h a p s  best  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  
t h e  a s s e m b l e d  i n  i ts  main  a r t i c l e  t h e  n e x t  d a y  t i t l e d  "Welcome t o  t h e  
C a r n i v a l - - N e v e r  Before Have So Many Gathered for J u s t  One Man." Some 
e x c e r p t s  from t h e  a r t i c l e  s h o u l d  p r o v e  i n t e r e s t i n g  and w i l l  g i v e  you a n  
i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c r o w d ' s  r e a c t i o n .  

Never b e f o r e  h a s  a crowd t h i s  s i z e  assembled i n  S c o t l a n d .  And it  
i s  d o u b t f u l  i f  there  w i l l  e v e r  be o n e  l i k e  i t  a g a i n .  Only o n e  
man, a s s u m i n g  w e  a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  d i s c o u n t  t h e  s e c o n d  coming f o r  
t h e  moment, c o u l d  h a v e  b r o u g h t  o u t  s u c h  a crowd.  B u t  t h e n  n e v e r  
h a s  t h e r e  been  a Pope l i k e  J o h n  P a u l  11. T o  t h i s  i n c r e d i b l e  man, 
t h e  o n l y  world leader who k i s se s  b a b i e s  and  d o e s n ' t  n e e d  v o t e s ,  
R o m e  seems to  be l i t t l e  more t h a n  t h e  spot  t o  h a v e  a d e c e n t  s leep  
b e t w e e n  j e t  j o u r n e y s  a r o u n d  h i s  wor ldwide  8 0 0 - m i l l i o n - s t r o n g  
f l o c k . .  .. 
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Y e s t e r d a y  t h e  p e o p l e  were w a l k i n g  t o  B e l l a h o u s t o n  P a r k 1  b e f o r e  
t h e  milkmen were up .  So p a t i e n t l y  a l l  these h o u r s  i n  t h e  b l a z i n g  
s u n ,  t h e y  w a i t e d .  H o w  t h e y  queued!. .  .They c o u l d  h a v e  been  o n  
h o l i d a y .  C o r r e c t i o n .  They were o n  h o l i d a y .  A s s u r e d l y  t h e  most 
memorable h o l i d a y  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s .  [Then f o l l o w e d  t h e  n e w s p a p e r ' s  
a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  Pope's message and t h e  hour- long  mass.  1. ..A t r u l y  
h i s t o r i c  d a y  ended a s  t h e  s u n  grew more and  more m e r c i f u l .  Per-  
h a p s  j u s t  one of t h e  many b a n n e r s  had s a i d  it a l l ,  "Happy J u s t  To  
B e  Here." I t  was a banne r  which w e  a l l  knew a l so  spoke f o r  Pope 
John  P a u l  11, h e ' s  some man. 

The re  is no  d o u b t ,  a s  I looked o u t  on  t h e  c rowd,  t h a t  t h e y  were there  
p r e c i s e l y  t o  see a man. Despite t h e  P o p e ' s  message ,  wh ich  i n  some cases was 
a s t r o n g  e x h o r t a t i o n  t o  C a t h o l i c s  t o  be more t rue  t o  t h e i r  f a i t h ,  complete 
w i t h  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  God and J e s u s  C h r i s t  ( e v e n  a r e f e r e n c e  t o  C h r i s t i a n s  as  
b e i n g  " c o - h e i r s  w i t h  C h r i s t " ) ,  t h e  crowd d i d n ' t  seem t o  pay too much a t t e n -  
t i o n  t o  what h e  was s a y i n g .  They were the re  s i m p l y  t o  see him, t o  be i n  h i s  
p r e s e n c e .  T h a t ' s  why t h e  newspaper c a l l e d  it a c a r n i v a l .  

Crowd's  I n t e n s e  En thus i a sm C o n t a g i o u s  

On one  p a r t i c u l a r  o c c a s i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  P o p e ' s  message ,  he r e f e r r e d  t o  a 
p a s s a g e  i n  P s a l m s  118 ,  v e r s e  2 4 ,  " T h i s  i s  t h e  d a y  made memorable by t h e  
L o r d , "  a p p l y i n g  it to  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  d a y  and f e s t i v i t y .  T h e  Pope was 
i n t e r r u p t e d  a f t e r  t h a t  for a t  l e a s t  e i g h t  m i n u t e s  by a p p l a u s e ,  w h i s t l e s  a n d  
c h e e r s .  This w o u l d  d i e  down for a w h i l e  and t h e n  there  wou ld  be another 
round of t h e  same. H e  r e sponded  w i t h  h i s  " h o l y  g e s t u r e s ' '  w i t h  h i s  h a n d s ,  
a f t e r  which c h a n t s  would a r i s e  from a l l  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  crowd, "John P a u l ,  
John  P a u l ,  John  P a u l . "  O t h e r s  t h e n  would b e g i n  to  s i n g ,  " H e ' s  Got The Whole 
World I n  H i s  Hands.'' 

After l e t t i n g  t h e  crowd have  i ts  f u n ,  he i n t e r j e c t e d  w i t h  h i s  own words  o u t -  
s i d e  of t h e  t e x t  o f  h i s  s p e e c h ,  "For  a few moments t h e  Pope s tops p r e a c h i n g  
and you became p r e a c h i n g  [sic 1." A f t e r  which of c o u r s e  t h e  crowd re sponded  
a l l  t h e  more and  i t  s t a r t e d  a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .  I t  t r u l y  was a c a r n i v a l .  How- 
e v e r ,  it impressed  many, many people, i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  who were n o t  o f  t h e  
C a t h o l i c  f a i t h .  

On t h e  f l i g h t  t o  P a r i s  f rom Glasgow, I t a l k e d  w i t h  one  NBC r a d i o  newsman, 
P h i l i p  T i l l ,  who s a i d  t h a t  h e  was so i m p r e s s e d  by t h e  c r o w d ' s  r e a c t i o n  d u r -  
i n g  t h a t  e i g h t - m i n u t e  i n t e r r u p t i o n  t h a t  h e  had a lump i n  h i s  th roa t .  H e  
s a id  h e  was n o t  a r e l i g i o u s  man, i n  f a c t  had n o t  been  i n  c h u r c h  s i n c e  h e  g o t  
m a r r i e d  11 y e a r s  ago ,  b u t  h e  had been  t r u l y  impressed  by t h e  whole d i s p l a y .  
(Even more of a d i s p l a y  o f  emot ion  was e v i d e n t  t h e  d a y  b e f o r e  i n  Edinburgh  

when t h e  Pope spoke to  a g r o u p  of young people who i n t e r r u p t e d  h i m  a f t e r  
e v e r y  s e n t e n c e  c h a n t i n g  and c h e e r i n g  and waving and h o l l e r i n g .  I t  was v e r y  
d i f f i c u l t  f o r  h i m  t o  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  h i s  message . )  

O v e r a l l ,  i t  was a v e r y  p o w e r f u l  media e v e n t .  The t e l e v i s i o n  r e v i e w e r  for 
t h e  DAILY MAIL,  H e r b e r t  Kre t zmer ,  w r o t e  i n  h i s  n e w s p a p e r ' s  e d i t i o n  o f  May 
31 ,  1982:  

The h o l y  man from Rome h a s  been a n  almost i n e s c a p a b l e  p r e s e n c e  on  
t h e  I T V  I box s i n c e  l a s t  F r i d a y  and h i s  p e r f o r m a n c e s  h a v e  proved  
u t t e r l y  r i v e t i n g ,  even  t o  u n b e l i e v e r s  l i k e  m e .  
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P e r s o n a l  magnet i sm of t h a t  magn i tude  i s  n o t  e n c o u n t e r e d  from t h e  
box e v e r y  day .  The  Pope h a s  a r a re ,  c o m p e l l i n g  c a p a c i t y  t o  
a t t r a c t  a l l  e y e s  t o  h i m  as  h e  moves, s l i g h t l y  stooped, i n f i n i t e l y  
g e n e r o u s ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  amused t h r o u g h  t h e  b a b y - k i s s i n g  w a l k -  
a b o u t s  and  t h e  d r a m a t i c  r i t u a l s  of h i s  e x a l t e d  o f f i c e .  All those 
b a n a l ,  b r e a t h l e s s  d e s c r i p t i o n s  ( " t h e  f i r s t  p o p s t a r  Pope," " t h e  
s u p e r s t a r  Pope," e tc . )  h a v e  s u d d e n l y  t a k e n  o n  some k i n d  o f  sub- 
s t a n c e .  H e  is beyond d o u b t  or d i s p u t e  u n i q u e l y  c h a r i s m a t i c ,  
r e d u c i n g  even  t h e  r i c h l y - c o s t u m e d  c a r d i n a l s  and  h i g h  c l e r i c s  
a round  him t o  a k ind  of glum c h o r u s  l i n e  anonymi ty .  T h e r e  is  o n l y  
o n e  l e a d i n g  man i n  t h i s  show. And what  a show i t  is .  I found 
myse l f  g l u e d  t o  t h e  g r e a t  mass a t  Wembley [S tad ium]  o n  S a t u r d a y  
a f t e r n o o n  f rom b e g i n n i n g  t o  end--an e v e n t  o f  a s t o n i s h i n g  t h e a t r i -  
c a l i t y . .  . . [ C r i t i c  Kretzmer had one  major cr i t ic ism however.  H e  
d i d  n o t  l i k e  t h e  boxy- looking  popemobi l e ,  about w h i c h  h e  com- 
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Something  more i n s p i r i n g ,  less c l i n i c a l ,  was ca l led  for--a g o l d e n  
coach p e r h a p s - - t o  b r i n g  t h a t  g r a n d  a f f a i r  t o  a f i t t i n g  c o n c l u -  
s i o n ,  though s u c h  was t h e  h e i g h t e n e d  e m o t i o n  of t h e  Wembley con-  
g r e g a t i o n  t h a t  o n l y  a magic  carpet  would perhaps h a v e  f i l l e d  t h e  
b i l l . . . . I  mean no  disrespect t o  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  when I s a y  
t h e y  c e r t a i n l y  know how t o  p u t  on  a show. P i t y  a b o u t  t h a t  ca r .  

E x p l a n a t i o n  of Holy S p i r i t  At tempted  

One t h i n g  too, a b o u t  t h e  Pope's v i s i t  t o  England  and  S c o t l a n d  ( h e  a l s o  
v i s i t e d  Wales) t h a t  impressed m e  were t h e  many and  c o n t i n u a l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  
t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  T h i s  was o n l y  n a t u r a l ,  I suppose, as  t h e  t r i p  o c c u r r e d  a t  
t h e  t i m e  of P e n t e c o s t ,  or a s  it  i s  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  C a t h o l i c  and  
P r o t e s t a n t  w o r l d s ,  Whi tsunday .  

I n  h i s  speech a t  C a n t e r b u r y  t h e  Pope re fer red  t o  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  a s  b e i n g  
t h e  S p i r i t  of t r u t h  and  t h e  S p i r i t  of u n i t y ,  and h e  c e r t a i n l y  made a g r e a t  
o c c a s i o n  of t h e  t i m e  f rame of h i s  v i s i t .  Then i n  h i s  address  t o  t h e  young 
p e o p l e  of Ed inburgh ,  t h e  Pope s a i d  t h i s :  " T h i s  i s  t h e  o n e  same Holy S p i r i t  
who came to  you a t  bapt i sm and a g a i n  w i t h  i n c r e a s e d  v i g o r  a t . c o n f i r m a t i o n ,  
p r e c i s e l y  t o  prepare and f o r t i f y  you f o r  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  l i f e .  N o t  o n e  of 
you is w i t h o u t  h im.  N o  one  must  e v e r  f e e l  a l o n e .  T h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  Lord 
h a s  been  g i v e n  t o  you." 

Then t h e  Pope attempted t o  e x p l a i n  w h a t  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  i s ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  
a d m i t t e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e  would h a v e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i t .  H e  con-  
t i n u e d ,  "Who - i s  t h i s  Holy S p i r i t ?  H e  is  God h i m s e l f .  T h e  t h i r d  p e r s o n  o f  
t h e  B les sed  T r i n i t y .  H e  i s  s e n t  t o  each of u s  by t h e  Fa ther  and  t h e  Son. 
H e  is t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  g i f t  and he  r e m a i n s  c o n s t a n t l y  w i t h  u s .  H e  a b i d e s  i n  
u s .  W e  h a v e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  fo rming  a c o n c e p t  of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  i n  our 
mind. 

I t  is  o b v i o u s  t h a t  by t r y i n g  to  e x p l a i n  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  a 
p e r s o n  a s  p a r t  of t h e  T r i n i t y ,  t h a t  no  o n e  ( a s  h e  s a i d )  c a n  r e a l l y  unde r -  
s t a n d  t h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  o f  God's  S p i r i t .  So a l l  t h e  many, many r e f e r e n c e s  
t h a t  I h e a r d  t o  God's S p i r i t  and  p h r a s e s  s u c h  as  " s t i r r i n g  up t h e  S p i r i t  of 
God," " r e v e a l i n g  to  a l l  people t h e  l o v e  of God" and  " t h e  S p i r i t  o f  God i n  
you" were c o m p l e t e l y  i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  t o  t h e  a u d i e n c e .  B u t  t h e n  a g a i n  t h e  
p e o p l e  were t h e r e  to' see a man, n o t  t o  r e a l l y  r e c e i v e  any  knowledge and 
i n s t r u c t i o n .  
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H o w  i m p o r t a n t  i t  i s  t h a t  Mr. A r m s t r o n g  is  e x p l a i n i n g  c o n t i n u a l l y  t o  C h u r c h  
members s u c h  t o p i c s  a s  w h a t  is  t h e  C h u r c h ,  why a r e  w e  c a l l e d  i n t o  God ' s  
C h u r c h  now a n d  w h a t  d o e s  t h e  S p i r i t  of God do? T h e s e  a re  topics  t h a t  a r e  
c o n t i n u a l l y  o n  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  mind a n d  h e  w a n t s  t h e  b r e t h r e n  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  
t h e i r  v i t a l  i m p o r t a n c e .  I t  i s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e  wor ld  a s  a whole  i s  t o t a l l y  
b l i n d e d .  "The p r i n c e s  of t h i s  world"  ( I  C o r .  2 : 8 ) ,  i n c l u d i n g  i t s  r e l i g i o u s  
leaders,  know n o t h i n g  of t h e  p l a n s  a n d  p u r p o s e s  of God. " B u t  G o d  h a t h  
r e v e a l e d  them u n t o  u s  by  h i s  S p i r i t  ... e v e n  so t h e  t h i n g s  o f  God knoweth  n o  
man, b u t  t h e  S p i r i t  of God" ( v e r s e  1 0 - 1 1 ) .  T h i s  v i t a l  t r u t h  a b o u t  t h e  
s p i r i t  i n  man a n d  t h i s  s e c o n d  s p i r i t ,  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  God w e  c a n  r e c e i v e ,  h a s  
b e e n  r e v e a l e d  t o  t h e  t r u e  c h u r c h  t h r o u g h  G o d ' s  apost le  i n  t h i s  e n d  t i m e .  
Note a l so  verse 1 2 :  " N o w  w e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d ,  n o t  t h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  world, b u t  
t h e  s p i r i t  wh ich  is  o f  God; t h a t  we m i g h t  know t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  f r e e l y  
g i v e n  to  u s  of God.'' 

A n o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  s t r u c k  m e  a s  I looked o u t  o n  t h e  massed t h r o n g s  w h i c h  
appeared t o  g o  almost a m i l e  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e  across f r o m  o n e  e n d  o f  Bel la -  
h o u s t o n  P a r k ,  f r o m  u p  f r o n t  where I was i n  t h e  press s e c t i o n  near t h e  d a i s  
t o  t h e  r ea r ,  was t h a t  here a re  o v e r  a q u a r t e r  of a m i l l i o n  people, a n d  n o t  
o n e  of them i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  had a B i b l e  w i t h  h i m ,  much less God's Holy  
S p i r i t !  They  were t h e r e  t o  see a man, t o  bask i n  h i s  p r e s e n c e .  

Well t h a t ' s  a l l  f o r  now. Tomorrow b e g i n s  t h e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f r e e  world 
e c o n o m i c  summit  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  n e a r b y  Versa i l les .  P r e s i d e n t  Rona ld  Reagan  
h a s  b e e n  here f o r  t h e  past  t w o  d a y s  o n  a v i s i t  p r e c e d i n g  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e .  
And s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  t h e  h e a d s  of g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  1 5 ,  or I g u e s s  now 1 6  
w i t h  S p a i n ' s  e n t r y ,  NATO c o u n t r i e s  w i l l  b e  g a t h e r i n g  i n  Bonn, West Germany 
for  a c r i t i c a l  h e a d - o f - s t a t e  NATO summi t .  T h e s e  a r e  t w o  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  
c o n f e r e n c e s  w h i c h  c o u l d  g i v e  u s  some i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  f u t u r e  c o u r s e  of t h e  
f ree  world,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  
t h e  E u r o p e a n  a l l i e s .  

T h a t ' s  t h e  "pope p o u r i "  of news f o r  t h i s  t i m e .  
--Gene H. Hogberg ,  N e w s  B u r e a u  


