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A P R O C L A M A T I O N  

With  t h e  T r e a s u r e r ,  Mr. Leroy  N e f f ,  and  o t h e r  v i t a l l y - r e l a t e d  d e p a r t -  
ment  h e a d s ,  I h a v e  j u s t  gone  o v e r  and  approved  t h e  b u d g e t  for t h e  c a l e n d a r  
y e a r  1983.  

I a m  happy t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  income f o r  t h e  y e a r ,  a s  of 
November 3 0 ,  1982 ,  was u p  12 .6% o v e r  November a y e a r  ago, and  t h e  y e a r  t o  
d a t e  was 1 0 . 3 %  above  l a s t  y e a r .  

However, we also h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  a s p l e n d i d  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  w o r k  of t h e  
Church d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  months .  PT c i r c u l a t i o n  
h a s  g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d .  C h r i s t ' s  t r u e  Gospel Message is g o i n g  o u t  i n  w e l l  
o v e r  f i v e  m i l l i o n  copies o f  t h e  PT--reaching perhaps more t h a n  3 0  M I L L I O N  
people wor ldwide .  T h i s  and o t h e r  g rowth  i n  t h e  Church d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  h a l f ,  
and  e s p e c i a l l y  l a s t  qua r t e r  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  mean INCREASED OUTGO I N  THE BUDGET 
FOR 1983.  

I had wanted  t o  g i v e  o u r  l o y a l  and  d e v o t e d  employees  a s a l a r y  i n -  
crease,  which w e  had n o t  done  f o r  some t i m e .  E x c e p t  f o r  t h e  top  s a l a r i e s ,  I 
approved  a n  8 %  a c r o s s - t h e - b o a r d  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e  some w e e k s  ago .  T h i s  i n -  
creases t h e  1983  b u d g e t  by $ 2  m i l l i o n  f o r  t h e  y e a r  1983.  W e  h a v e  added  many 
new "V and r a d i o  s t a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  of t h e  y e a r .  T h a t  and 
i n c r e a s e d  p u b l i s h i n g  and  m a i l i n g  costs f o r  i n c r e a s e d  PT c i r c u l a t i o n  auto-  
m a t i c a l l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  1 9 8 3  b u d g e t  by more t h a n  a n o t h e r  $ 2  m i l l i o n .  

The v e r y  f a c t  o f  a GROWING Work ,  r e a c h i n g  more and  more people h a s  made 
n e c e s s a r y  o t h e r  b u d g e t a r y  r e d u c t i o n s  f o r  n e x t  y e a r .  I n  a t i m e  o f  n a t i o n a l  
s k y r o c k e t i n g  UNemployment, w e  f i n d  i t  i m p e r a t i v e  t o  add t o  t h a t  unemploy- 
ment and l a y  o f f  some employees ,  which w e  s u r e l y  h a t e  t o  h a v e  t o  do .  

Even though  o u r  i n c r e a s e d  y e a r ' s  income is  w e l l  above  t h e  i n f l a t i o n a r y  
or c o s t - o f - l i v i n g  r i s e ,  t h e  v e r y  success and  GROWTH o f  God ' s  W o r k  mean 
b u d g e t a r y  CUTS f o r  1983.  W e  have  t o  t i g h t e n  o u r  be l t s .  For t h r e e  y e a r s  now 
I have  warned a l l  our b r e t h r e n  w e  mus t  f rom now on  prepare t o  REDUCE OUR 
STANDARD O F  LIVING!  
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My recent  v i s i t s  i n  E u r o p e ,  f r o m  Spain on  t h e  west t o  Greece on  t h e  
e a s t ,  o p e n e d  t o  me i n s i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p r o p h e s i e d  resurrect ion o f  
t h e  " H o l y  Roman E m p i r e "  o f  t h e  M i d d l e  Ages i s  now o n  t h e  v e r y  v e r g e  o f  
b e c o m i n g  REALITY. I t  w i l l  t r i g g e r  t h e  GREAT TRIBULATION! T h e  MARK OF THE 
BEAST soon w i l l  b e  ENFORCED--and our b r e t h r e n  w i l l  b e  FORCED t o  w o r k  o n  t h e  
S a b b a t h  a n d  r e f r a i n  f r o m  a n y  work o n  S u n d a y  o r  b e  PUT TO DEATH (Rev .  6:9- 
11). B u t  i f  t h e y  d o  g i v e  u p  t h e  S a b b a t h  t h e y  s h a l l  s u f f e r  t h e  l a s t  PLAGUES 
of GOD, a n d  f a i l  t o  e n t e r  God's  K i n g d o m - - i n s t e a d  ETERNAL DEATH! T h a t  i s  
t h e  t e s t  w e  a r e  soon t o  f a c e ,  i n d i v i d u a l l y  and c o l l e c t i v e l y .  W i l l  e a c h  o f  
o u r  b r e t h r e n  l a y  t h e i r  l i v e s  o n  t h e  l i n e  when t h i s  t e s t  comes--and i t  i s  
coming soon? 

D u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War, Abraham L i n c o l n  i s s u e d  a s o l e m n  PROCLAMATION f o r  
a d a y  o f  FASTING a n d  PRAYER f o r  t h e  w h o l e  U.S.A. 

W e  now f a c e  t h e  TEST O F  OUR LIVES! 

I b e l i e v e  t h e  l i v i n g  Jesus C h r i s t ,  HEAD o f  t h i s  C h u r c h ,  i s  d i r e c t i n g  
i t  i n  a n d  t h r o u g h  m e  a s  h i s  c h o s e n  apos t le .  And h e  now d i r e c t s  m e  t o  c a l l  a 
d a y  o f  v e r y  SOLEMN FASTING AND PRAYER f o r  S a b b a t h ,  J a n u a r y  1, 1983.  L e t  u s  
s t a r t  t h i s  w o r l d ' s  new y e a r  w i t h  a d a y  o f  EXAMINING OURSELVES--of humbly  
s e e k i n g  i! c loser ,  more p e r s o n a l  a n d  i n t i m a t e  a s soc ia t ion  w i t h  o u r  God a n d  
Maker. A l l  ETERNITY f o r  e a c h  of u s  i s  now a t  s t a k e .  I a s k  a l l  t o  PRAY 
e a r n e s t l y  t h a t  God w i l l  show e a c h  w h e r e i n  w e  a r e  n o t  as  close t o  h im and i n  
h i s  w i l l  a s  w e  s h o u l d  b e .  The  p r o p h e t  Joel spoke of t h i s  v e r y  t i m e ,  s a y i n g ,  
( M i n i s t e r  w i l l  p lease  read Joel 1:14-15 a n d  2:12-13). 

L e t  us p u t  our w h o l e  h e a r t s  i n t o  i t! P r a y  f o r  t h e  W o r k .  P r a y  f o r  t h e  
r e s t r a i n t  of S a t a n  i n  l a w s u i t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  C h u r c h .  P r a y  f o r  e a c h  o t h e r !  
And please pray f o r  m e  a s  I w i l l  f o r  a l l  of y o u .  

God h a s  b l e s s e d  u s  GREATLY. H e  w i l l  n o t  l eave  or f o r s a k e  u s  now. W e  
m u s t  n o t  f o r s a k e  h im.  

W i t h  d e e p  l ove ,  i n  J e sus '  name, 


