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I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N e w s  

Report From Bonn,  West Germany I n  t h e  f i r s t  month o f  1 9 8 3 ,  members  o f  t h e  
Hamburg a n d  Hannover  C h u r c h e s  ( i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  Germany)  were a b l e  
t o  b e g i n  a t t e n d i n g  s e r v i c e s  o n  a w e e k l y  b a s i s .  P r e s e n t l y ,  a l l  o t h e r  
c h u r c h e s  meet e v e r y  o t h e r  w e e k  d u e  t o  a l a c k  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  manpower.  

M r .  P a u l  K i e f f e r ,  pas tor  o f  t h e  Hamburg a n d  Hannover  C h u r c h e s ,  m e n t i o n e d  
t h a t  " t h e  members a r e  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  a d d i t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  f e l l o w -  
s h i p ,  b u t  e v e n  more so, a b o u t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  l e a r n  more a b o u t  
God's Word a n d  H i s  way of l i f e . "  Mr. K i e f f e r  a l s o  c o n d u c t s  a F r i d a y  n i g h t  
B i b l e  s t u d y  i n  B e r l i n  e v e r y  o t h e r  weekend.  H e  f l i e s  t o  B e r l i n  f r o m  Hamburg 
o n  a F r i d a y  a f t e r n o o n ,  c o n d u c t s  B i b l e  s t u d y  t h a t  e v e n i n g ,  s t a y s  overn igh t  
i n  B e r l i n  a n d  t h e n  f l i e s  t o  Hamburg o n  S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g .  The  Hamburg ser-  
v i c e  b e g i n s  a t  10 :30  a.m. a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  Mr. K i e f f e r  d r i v e s  90 miles t o  
Hannover  f o r  t h e  3:OO p.m. s e r v i c e ,  wh ich  completes t h e  t h r e e - w a y  c i r c u i t .  
Mr. K i e f f e r  s a i d  t h a t  i t  h e l p s  n o t  h a v i n g  a s p e e d  l i m i t  i n  Germany.  

M o n t h l y  y o u t h  B i b l e  s t u d i e s  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t  i n  Hamburg a n d  
H a n n o v e r .  T h i s  mon th ,  a Y.O.U.  B i b l e  s t u d y  was c o n d u c t e d  i n  Hamburg f o r  s i x  
Y.O.U.  members  a n d  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  Mr. K i e f f e r  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  s t u d i e s  
w i l l  g i v e  t h e  y o u t h  an o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  age 
g r o u p ,  a n d  w i l l  a l s o  allow loca l  men a c h a n c e  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  y o u t h  B i b l e  
s t u d i e s  f r o m  time to t i m e .  

R e q u e s t s  f o r  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  J a n u a r y  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  8 0 , 0 0 0  new s u b s c r i b e r s  
a d d e d  i n  1 9 8 2 .  Over  2 4 , 0 0 0  b o o k l e t s  were s e n t  t h i s  month--95% more t h a n  i n  
J a n u a r y ,  1 9 8 2 .  T h i s  f i g u r e  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  s e c o n d  h i g h e s t  m o n t h l y  t o t a l  of 
b o o k l e t s  s e n t  o u t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  God's  Work i n  Germany.  A l s o ,  a t o t a l  o f  
1 , 8 3 9  BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE l e s s o n s  were s e n t  ou t - -68% more t h a n  i n  
J a n u a r y ,  1 9 8 2 .  The  t o t a l  mai l  f o r  J a n u a r y  was down 61% o v e r  l a s t  y e a r ,  b u t  
o n l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a d v e r t i s i n g  c a m p a i g n  w h i c h  took p lace  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 8 2 .  
I n  g e n e r a l ,  w e  are n o t i c i n g  a b i g  i n c r e a s e  i n  i n c o m i n g  m a i l  a n d  r e q u e s t s  f o r  
b o o k l e t s .  Also, t h e  g r o w t h  i n  o u r  l i s t  h a s  b e e n  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  
number o f  d o n o r s  a n d  co-workers. Twenty-one p e r c e n t  more d o n o r s  a n d  1 5  
p e r c e n t  more co-workers h a v e  b e e n  a d d e d  s i n c e  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 8 2 .  

The  g r o w i n g  d o n o r  a n d  co-worker l i s ts  h a v e  d e f i n i t e l y  b e e n  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  
income .  L a r g e  d o n a t i o n s  h a v e  p l a y e d  a major ro le  a s  w e l l .  F o r  t h e  month o f  
J a n u a r y ,  t h e  mail income i s  51% more t h a n  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 8 2 .  

S p a n i s h  D e p a r t m e n t  N e w s  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  J a n u a r y  t h e  PV s u b s c r i p t i o n  l i s t  
stood a t  1 8 4 , 8 7 5 ,  a d r o p  o f  1 0 , 0 0 7  f r o m  t h e  e n d  o f  December .  T h i s  d e c r e a s e  
r e f l e c t s  a p l a n  t o  d e c r e a s e  c i r c u l a t i o n  ( d u e  t o  b u d g e t a r y  c o n s t r a i n t s )  t o  
1 5 0 , 0 0 0  by  t h e  J u n e ,  1 9 8 3  i s s u e - - a  d r o p  o f  n e a r l y  23%.  Newss tand  d i s t r i -  
b u t i o n  i n  t h e  U . S . ,  P u e r t o  Rico, a n d  M e x i c o  w i l l  be c u r t a i l e d  i n  1 9 8 3 .  
A l t h o u g h  t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  l i s t  i s  d e s t i n e d  t o  d e c r e a s e ,  t h e  t o t a l  number o f  
PVs d i s t r i b u t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r  s h o u l d  b e  e v e n  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  a l l - t i m e  
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h i g h  o f  1982. A l s o ,  whereas t h e  number of s u b s c r i b e r s  i n  most c o u n t r i e s  
w i l l  d e c r e a s e ,  p l a n s  a r e  t o  i n c r e a s e  s u b s c r i b e r s  i n  S p a i n ,  V e n e z u e l a ,  
Uruguay a n d  A r g e n t i n a .  

T h e  top t e n  c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  respect  t o  c i r c u l a t i o n  a r e  a s  fol lows:  

C o u n t r y  S u b s c r i b e r s  C o u n t r y  S u b s c r i b e r s  

U.S .A .  34 , 986 C h i l e  10 , 456 
Mexico  31 , 739 S p a i n  9 , 965 
C o l o m b i a  2 5  , 085 P e r u  9 , 626 
A r g e n t i n a  16,599 
P u e r t o  R i c o  10 , 749 

G u a t e m a l a  5 , 664 
El S a l v a d o r  4 , 299 

P r e l i m i n a r y  p l a n s  c a l l  f o r  PURA VERDAD B i b l e  l e c t u r e s  i n  many a reas .  A s  o f  
t h i s  w r i t i n g ,  l e c t u r e s  a re  p l a n n e d  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a reas :  M i a m i ,  F l o r i d a  
--March 3 a n d  4; S a n t i a g o ,  Chi le - -March  12, 1 3 ,  19 a n d  20; Caracas ,  Vene- 
z u e l a - - A p r i l  24; Buenos  Ai res ,  A r g e n t i n a - - l a t e  A p r i l ;  G u a t e m a l a  C i t y - - e a r l y  
May; L ima ,  P e r u - - l a t e  May. L e c t u r e s  a r e  p l a n n e d  f o r  a s  many a s  2 1  c i t i e s  
i n  1 0  other  c o u n t r i e s  l a t e r  i n  t h e  y e a r .  A combined  t o t a l  of a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
40,000 PV s u b s c r i b e r s  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  be i n v i t e d  t o  these l e c t u r e s .  

On J a n u a r y  18, 19 a n d  20, Mr. Bob F lores ,  o u r  m i n i s t e r  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  Corpus 
C h r i s t i ,  T e x a s ,  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  c o n d u c t e d  l e c t u r e s  f o r  PV r e a d e r s  i n  t h e  S a n  
A n t o n i o ,  T e x a s  a r ea .  Despite e x t r e m e l y  bad  weather  a n d  a c o n f l i c t i n g  e v e n t '  
s c h e d u l e d  i n  t h e  S a n  A n t o n i o  C o n v e n t i o n  C e n t e r ,  18 new people (1.8% o f  
t h o s e  i n v i t e d )  a t t e n d e d ,  w i t h  s e v e r a l  s h o w i n g  a s e r i o u s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
C h u r c h .  

A p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Second  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program 

Dear Messrs. A r m s t r o n g  a n d  T k a c h :  

J u s t  a n o t e  o f  t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  many o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a f f o r d e d  u s  i n  
t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  Program. w h a t  a t r e m e n d o u s  way t o  s t a r t  a new 
y e a r !  W e  t h o u g h t  t h e  f i r s t  p r o g r a m  was g o o d  a n d  wondered  i f  t h e  
s e c o n d  m i g h t  n o t  seem less i m p o r t a n t .  Boy, were w e  i n  f o r  a s u r -  
p r i s e .  The c lasses  were g r e a t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  b e i n g  able  t o  hear 
f r o m  God 's  A p o s t l e .  

I h a v e  g i v e n  a number o f  s e r m o n s  a n d  B i b l e  s t u d i e s  f r o m  t h e  ma- 
t e r i a l  w e  r e c e i v e d .  Along w i t h  t h e  l ec tures ,  my w i f e  a n d  I e n -  
j o y e d  b a s k i n g  i n  t h e  a t t i t u d e  a t  H e a d q u a r t e r s .  What a c h a n g e  
f r o m  a f e w  y e a r s  a g o .  From t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  t o  t h a t  
o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s ,  i t  was o b v i o u s  t h a t  God's  Church  
is  back o n  t h e  t r ack .  W e  o b s e r v e d  t h e  smiles  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  
f e e l i n g  o f  t o g e t h e r n e s s  d i s p l a y e d  by those w i t h  whom w e  were ab le  
t o  t a l k .  A l l  t h i s  was v e r y  r e f r e s h i n g  t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t !  A l s o ,  w e  
were d e l i g h t e d  to  be there  w i t h  t h e  S p a n i s h  m i n i s t e r s  a n d  b r o a d e n  
o u r  p e r s p e c t i v e  of t h a t  a rea  o f  G o d ' s  W o r k .  Our t h a n k s  t o  e v e r y -  
o n e  i n v o l v e d  i n  making  R e f r e s h e r  number t w o  s u c h  a g r e a t  s u c c e s s .  
W e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  number t h ree .  

Don a n d  S u e  Lawson 
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Dear Mr. Tkach:  

Dana and  I would  l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  our a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  R e f r e s h i n g  
P r o g r a m  number two. We f o u n d  t h e  l e c t u r e s  t o  be c o n v i c t i n g ,  
s t i m u l a t i n g ,  a n d  p r o v o c a t i v e .  W e  were e s p e c i a l l y  moved by M r .  
A r m s t r o n g ' s  l e c t u r e ,  t h e  s l i d e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s h e p h e r d ,  a n d  
t h e  u p d a t e  o f  God's  hand  i n  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  media .  Of c o u r s e ,  
w e  e n j o y e d  t h e  p o s i t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  r e n e w i n g  o l d  f r i e n d s h i p s  
a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  new o n e s  i n  God's m i n i s t r y .  

M i c h a e l  a n d  Dana Greider 

Dear Joe: 

T h i s  R e f r e s h i n g  P r o g r a m  o u t s t r i p p e d  t h e  l a s t  o n e  a n d  p r o v e d  t o  be 
a r e a l  boon.  I t  was p h y s i c a l l y  t i r i n g  b u t  v e r y  e n c o u r a g i n g  b o t h  
m e n t a l l y  a n d  s p i r i t u a l l y .  T o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  of God 
w o r k i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o g r a m  was w o n d e r f u l  a n d  e v e n  a l i t t l e  
amaz ing  ( t h o u g h  i t  s h o u l d n ' t  h a v e  seemed so). The e v i d e n c e  p i l e d  
u p  t h a t  God c o n t i n u e s  t o  be w i t h  u s  i n  power a n d  u n i t y .  The  p r o o f  
was e a s y  t o  see " i n  t h e  p u d d i n g "  a n d  i n  t h e  f r u i t s .  

Please e x t e n d  o u r  g r a t e f u l n e s s  t o  a l l  o f  those who c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  
o u r  joy  a n d  f u l f i l l m e n t  f r o m  t h e  maid a t  t h e  a p a r t m e n t  ( i f ,  i n -  
d e e d ,  s h e  be t h e  l e a s t ) ,  t o  t h e  h a i r d r e s s e r ,  a l l  o f  y o u r  s t a f f ,  
t h e  l e c t u r e r s ,  y o u r s e l f ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  M r .  A r m s t r o n g  f o r  making 
i t  p o s s i b l e .  

Wonder o f  w o n d e r s - - C a r l t o n  G r e e n  l o s t  t h e  b a t t l e !  I t  was a de- 
l i g h t f u l  s u r p r i s e  t o  f i n d  t h a t  I we ighed  " b a c k "  a t  t h e  same 
w e i g h t  a t  wh ich  I w e n t  ' ' i n . "  H o w  a b o u t  t h a t ?  

T h e r e  is  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  God w i l l  s t a n d  by us a s  w e  g o  o n  s e r v i n g  
a n d  o b e y i n g  H i m  i n  t h e  f e e d i n g  o f  t h e  f l o c k  a n d  g i v i n g  w i t n e s s  t o  
t h e  Gospel of J e s u s  C h r i s t  across t h e  e n t i r e  w o r l d .  

"DOC" a n d  B e r t i e  Zimmerman 
--Joe T k a c h ,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

UPDATE FROM MAIL PROCESSING 

"Direct T e r m i n a l  E n t r y "  I n c r e a s e s  MPC E f f i c i e n c y  

T h o u s a n d s  of t e l e p h o n e  c a l l s - - n o w  a v e r a g i n g  o v e r  1 4 , 0 0 0  a w e e k - - c o n t i n u e  t o  
p o u r  i n  o v e r  o u r  WATS l i n e s .  A new method of t a k i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  these  
c a l l s  i s  now b e i n g  u s e d  by s e v e r a l  o f  o u r  WATS operators .  Normally, a n  
operator w r i t e s  down t h e  name, a d d r e s s ,  l i t e r a t u r e  r e q u e s t e d ,  rad io  o r  TV 
s t a t i o n ,  e t c . ,  on a c a r d  wh ich  i s  t h e n  f o r w a r d e d  t o  o u r  T e r m i n a l s  S e c t i o n  
w h e r e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  is  t y p e d  i n t o  t h e  c o m p u t e r .  

Now, a f t e r  m o n t h s  o f  e x t e n s i v e  t e s t i n g  of t h i s  new method,  s e v e r a l  p h o n e  
opera tors  a r e  t y p i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  a c o m p u t e r  t e r m i n a l  
w h i l e  t a l k i n g  o n  t h e  phone .  T h i s  new p r o g r a m ,  called "Direct Terminal 
E n t r y , "  h a s  s e v e r a l  a d v a n t a g e s :  

I n c r e a s e d  A c c u r a c y  Di rec t  T e r m i n a l  E n t r y  e l i m i n a t e s  possible e r r o r s  
t h a t  c o u l d  b e  made by a t e l e p h o n e  ope ra to r ,  s u c h  a s  t a k i n g  a request  
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f o r  o u t - o f - d a t e  l i t e r a t u r e  or m i s s p e l l i n g  t h e  c i t y  or s t a t e .  T h e  com- 
p u t e r  i n f o r m s  t h e  operator i m m e d i a t e l y  i f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  is n o  l o n g e r  
a v a i l a b l e  a n d  w i l l  n o t  accept a m i s s p e l l e d  c i t y  or s t a t e  name. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  c o m p u t e r  w i l l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  a s s i g n  t h e  TV or  r a d i o  
s t a t i o n  o n  which t h e  p e r s o n  h e a r d  t h e  p r o g r a m  by a n a l y z i n g  t h e  z i p  
code, d a t e  a n d  t i m e  o f  t h e  c a l l .  

Direct  T e r m i n a l  E n t r y  a l s o  e l i m i n a t e s  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  p r o b l e m  w e  h a v e  
w i t h  c a r d s  when a n  ope ra to r ' s  h a n d w r i t i n g  is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e a d .  

I n c r e a s e d  P r o d u c t i v i t y  A c a l l  u s u a l l y  c a n  b e  t a k e n  much f a s t e r  by 
t y p i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  a c o m p u t e r  t e r m i n a l  t h a n  by w r i t i n g  
i t  down. I f  a p e r s o n ' s  name is  a l r e a d y  o n  f i l e ,  h i s  record c a n  be  
b r o u g h t  u p  i n  a f e w  s e c o n d s .  

Much t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t  is  s a v e d  i n  p r o c e s s i n g  requests .  Each  card  t h a t  
is p r o d u c e d  f r o m  a phone  c a l l  m u s t  be c h e c k e d ,  c o u n t e d ,  so r t ed ,  
b u n d l e d ,  read and  h a n d l e d  i n  s e v e r a l  o ther  ways .  W i t h  d i r e c t  t e r m i n a l  
e n t r y ,  these s teps  a re  u n n e c e s s a r y  s i n c e  n o  cards  a re  u s e d .  

H i g h e r  Employee  Morale Our t e l e p h o n e  ope ra to r s  a r e  v e r y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  
a b o u t  t h i s  new p r o g r a m .  I t  p r o v i d e s  more v a r i e t y ,  c h a l l e n g e  a n d  
i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e i r  j o b s  a n d  t h e y  fee l  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  now c o n t r i b u t e  more 
d u r i n g  each h o u r  worked .  

D i rec t  T e r m i n a l  E n t r y  w i l l  g r e a t l y  a i d  u s  i n  d o i n g  o u r  w o r k  more e f f e c -  
t i v e l y .  W e  a re  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  e x p a n d i n g  t h i s  new p r o j e c t  a s  w e  t r a i n '  
additional personnel. 

Readers Share Our L i t e r a t u r e  

Many o f  our PLAIN TRUTH s u b s c r i b e r s  m e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  s h a r e  t h e i r  m a g a z i n e s  
or t h e  W o r k ' s  o t h e r  l i t e r a t u r e  w i t h  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  f r i e n d s  a n d  a c q u a i n t -  
a n c e s .  T h i s  w e e k  w e  a r e  f e a t u r i n g  s e v e r a l  a c c o u n t s  wh ich  show how o u r  pub- 
l i c a t i o n s  a re  p a s s e d  a l o n g  t o  o t h e r s - - o f t e n  f i n d i n g  t h e i r  way i n t o  s c h o o l s ,  
u n i v e r s i t i e s  a n d  c h u r c h e s ,  g i v i n g  hope a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t o  many. 

I s e n t  a r e q u e s t  f o r  r e n e w a l  o f  T h e  PLAIN TRUTH a few w e e k s  a g o .  
I w o u l d n ' t  w a n t  t o  be w i t h o u t  i t .  My C h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t ,  B a p t i s t ,  
M e t h o d i s t  a n d  Assembly  of God f r i e n d s  a l l  r e a d  my PLAIN TRUTH 
m a g a z i n e s .  

Mrs. D.B. ( G a l l a t i n ,  TN) 

My mother  h a s  b e e n  p i c k i n g  u p  y o u r  m a g a z i n e  r e g u l a r l y  w h i l e  g r o -  
c e r y  s h o p p i n g .  I e n j o y  y o u r  a r t i c l e s .  They  seem t o  " h i t  t h e  
spot , "  a n d  I share them w i t h  fellow e m p l o y e e s  who seem down-in- 
the-dumps w i t h  t h i s  wor ld ' s  t r i a l s  a n d  t r i b u l a t i o n s .  

B . K .  ( F o r k e d  R i v e r ,  N J )  

T h e s e  b o o k l e t s  (SEVEN LAWS O F  SUCCESS, WHY WERE YOU BORN?, DOES 
GOD EXIST?, e tc . )  are r e q u i r e d  r e a d i n g  f o r  o u r  l e a d e r s h i p  c l a s s  
i n  h i g h  school. The t e a c h e r  g a v e  t h e  c l a s s  y o u r  phone  number a n d  
t o l d  u s  t o  r e q u e s t  t h e m .  

M.B. ( N e w  Y o r k ,  N Y )  
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ON 

I am a u n i v e r s i t y  i n s t r u c t o r  and t e a c h  a u n i t e d  N a t i o n s  d e s i g n e d  
course on  wor ld  food  and e n e r g y  p rob lems ,  w h i c h  c o v e r s  a l l  man's  
p h y s i c a l  p rob lems  i n c l u d i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  s t a r v a t i o n ,  educa-  
t i o n ,  h e a l t h ,  h o u s i n g ,  p o l l u t i o n ,  e t c . ,  and a b i b l i c a l  p e r s p e c -  
t i v e  on  many o f  these i s s u e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  how t h e s e  p rob lems  w i l l  
be s o l v e d  i n  t h e  wor ld  tomorrow. I have  u s e d  a r t i c l e s  from The  
P L A I N  TRUTH on these  a r e a s ,  f i n d i n g  t h e m  e x c e l l e n t  and have  r e -  
c e i v e d  some of your  other p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  a s  w e l l  as  l e a r n i n g  from 
your  t e l e v i s i o n  show. 

I h a v e  somewhat of a b i g  r e q u e s t  o f  you t o d a y  and d e a r l y  hope you 
c a n  f i l l  i t .  I have  o r g a n i z e d  a 300-book i n t e r n a t i o n a l  deve lop -  
ment l e n d i n g  l i b r a r y  a l o n g  w i t h  h u n d r e d s  o f  p a m p h l e t s ,  a r t i c l e s ,  
e t c . ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  B i b l e  and books c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  B i b l e .  Hun- 
d r e d s  o f  s t u d e n t s  m a k e  u s e  o f  and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  m a k e  u s e  o f  
t h i s  l i b r a r y  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  I would l i k e  t o  add a s  many o f  your  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  b o o k l e t s ,  a r t i c l e s ,  and p a m p h l e t s  as is possible 
f o r  you t o  send  t o  me, a s  t h e y  a r e  a l l  r e l e v a n t  t o  my m i s s i o n .  

D . N .  ( G r e e n f i e l d ,  MA) 

Thank you f o r  s e n d i n g  me your  l i t e r a t u r e .  I t  keeps  m e  a l i v e  and 
s a n e .  I l i s t e n  o f t e n  when you a r e  on  t h e  r a d i o .  W e  have  been 
music  teachers f o r  many y e a r s  and have  a s t u d i o  i n  our home where 
I p l a c e  your  PLAIN TRUTH, e t c . ,  on  t h e  c o f f e e  t a b l e  f o r  o u r  s t u -  
d e n t s  and t h e i r  p a r e n t s  and f r i e n d s  t o  read--so I f e e l  t h a t  w e  
a r e  h e l p i n g  t o  s p r e a d  t h e  Gospe l  i n  t h a t  way. 

E . K .  ( P r i n c e t o n ,  NJ) 

I m u s t  t e l l  you how much a l l  your  r e a d i n g  material  is needed  and 
a p p r e c i a t e d .  Members of  my f a m i l y  and f r i e n d s  wai t  for  me to  
r e a d  and s h a r e  t h e m .  I c a n  t e l l  you t h e y  a r e  r e a d  and r e r e a d  by 
14 g r a n d c h i l d r e n  and 1 8  g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  The PLAIN TRUTH is  
worn o u t  a f t e r  i t  g e t s  a l l  a round  t o  a l l  who e n j o y  r e a d i n g  i t .  

E.M. (Brea, C A )  

We read your  magaz ines  f rom c o v e r  t o  c o v e r .  Whenever I have  a 
d o c t o r ' s  a p p o i n t m e n t  I p l a c e  t h e  magaz ine ,  a f t e r  I ' v e  r e a d  i t ,  i n  
h i s  o f f i ce  w a i t i n g  room f o r  o t h e r s  t o  r e a d .  A l s o ,  sometimes I 
g i v e  them t o  a n e i g h b o r .  

Mrs. R . P .  (Edmonds, WA) 

- -Richard Rice, Mail P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

THE WORLD SCENE 

WHAT'S WRONG WITH AUSTRALIA? The day  b e f o r e  t h e  c r i t i c a l  March 6 West Ger- 
man n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n s - - h o p e f u l l y  t o  be a n a l y z e d  i n  t h i s  column n e x t  week- -  
v o t e r s  i n  a n o t h e r  key Wes te rn  c o u n t r y  g o  to t h e  p o l l s :  A u s t r a l i a .  T h e  
L i b e r a l  P a r t y ' s  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  Malcolm F r a s e r ,  a t  s e v e n  y e a r s  t h e  second-  
l o n g e s t  r e i g n i n g  P.M. i n  A u s t r a l i a n  h i s t o r y ,  is  f i g h t i n g  t h e  b i g g e s t  b a t t l e  
o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  Down by 1 0 %  i n  t h e  p o l l s ,  Fraser (who h a s  come 
f rom b e h i n d  b e f o r e )  is  b e i n g  s t i f f l y  c h a l l e n g e d  by Bob H a w k e ,  a char ismatic  
former top l a b o r  un ion  boss, now head ing  t h e  Labor P a r t y  t i c k e t .  H a w k e ,  a g e  
53, is  s a i d  t o  have  c o v e t e d  h i s  n a t i o n ' s  t o p  j o b  s i n c e  h i s  boyhood d a y s  i n  
P e r  t h .  
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Mr. Fraser, a fiscal conservative, has pursued a tough monetary policy. He 
has cut the growth of public service and slashed welfare outlays. Yet 
Australia, feeling the effects of world inflation and reduced markets for 
its exports, is suffering from 10.1% unemployment and 12% inflation. The 
ambitious Mr. Hawke, representing the union-backed Labor Party, pledges his 
own version of a "jobs bill" proposing to create 500,000 jobs over a three- 
year period. 

Prime Minister Fraser is campaigning hard to capitalize on the public's 
irritation over continual strikes by Australia's powerful trade unions. He 
proposes, if reelected, to hold a referendum on curbing union strength. 
Mr. Fraser says the March 5 election "is about responsibility." He is 
gambling on popular support from a regularly-inconvenienced public to do 
what no Australian leader has done before: tame the unions. Problem is, 
many of the voters in highly unionized Australia are also union members and 
regard challenger Hawke highly. 

One thing to watch in case the high-flying Hawke wins: the Australian Labor 
Party, in power, would be less cooperative with the United States. During 
the terms of Fraser and President Reagan, the U.S. and Australia have seen 
pretty much eye-to-eye on defense matters with regard to the Australasian/ 
Indian Ocean area. 

This would undoubtedly change under a Hawke government, reverting possibly 
to the frosty relations that prevailed between the two countries during the 
prime ministership of Gough Whitlam, immediately preceding that of Mr. 
Fraser. Reports the Australian mewsmagazine, THE BULLETIN,.in its February 
15, 1983 issue: 

[The ALP] opposes the stationing of United States ships or forces 
at Cockburn Sound in Western Australia. The party also has 
called for a nuclear-free zone for all of the southern hemi- 
sphere. Both these policies, if pursued in office, could lead to 
differences with the Reagan Administration which is committed to 
the expansion of its naval role in the Pacific and Indian Oceans. 

Australia's Morality Connection 

As bad as Australia's labor strife is, there is something more fundamen- 
tally negative occurring in Australia--a moral undermining of the national 
character similar to that in Britain and America. Radical  social reformers 
are having a field day. British journalist Paul Johnson recently visited 
Australia and filed a lengthy report which appeared in the SUNDAY TELEGRAPH 
of January 2, 1983. Here are a few pertinent excerpts from his article 
entitled "Whatever Happened to the Lucky Country?'' 

In the Sixties the phrase "the Lucky Country" was coined. In 
fact, there was little luck--nothing but hard sweat and peril .... 
There are far more tales of heroism and sacrifice in the pene- 
tration of the Australian outback than in the whole history of 
the American Far West. 

Still, you can see what they mean by lucky. South of Brisbane, 
Queensland's Gold Coast stretches away into azure infinity. It 
makes Florida seem dingy, California very second-rate, Hawaii a 
marine slum.... Not that Australians feel lucky at present. The 
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g r e a t  m i n e r a l  boom o f  t h e  S i x t i e s  and S e v e n t i e s  is o v e r .  The 
E a s t  of t h e  c o u n t r y  is s u f f e r i n g  t h e  worst d r o u g h t  i n  l i v i n g  
memory.... 

A u s t r a l i a n s  a r e  p a i n f u l l y  c o n s c i o u s  t h a t ,  i n  demographic  terms, 
t h e y  a re  a smal l  n a t i o n  of 1 5  m i l l i o n ,  d e f e n d i n g  a n  a w f u l  l o t  o f  
t e r r i t o r y .  They have  a lways  been t e r r i f i e d  o f  i n v a s i o n . . . .  N o w  
t h e y  f e a r  t h a t ,  i n  d e s p e r a t i o n ,  t h e y  may be f o r c e d  t o  seek eco-  
nomic r e f u g e  i n  some J a p a n e s e  " C o - P r o s p e r i t y  S p h e r e , "  a f a t e  t h e y  
n a r r o w l y  a v o i d e d  i n  1 9 4 2 . .  . . 
Even more t h a n  most Western  democracies, Aus t r a l i a  expanded h e r  
u n i v e r s i t y  system w i t h  r e c k l e s s  abandon d u r i n q  t h e  S i x t i e s  and i s  
now pay ing  the p r i c e .  T h e  swarms o f  s e c o n d - r a t e  M a r x i s t  d o n s  who 
t h e n  invaded  t h e  campuses t u r n e d o u i o c t r  i n a t e d   PUP^ who 
t o d a y  h o l d  key p o s i t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  - e & p e c i a l l y  
t h e  media.. . . - 

S i n q l i n g  O u t  A u s t r a l i a ' s  " V i c t i m s "  

T h e r e  i s  a b a t t l e  underway t o  impose a new r a d i c a l  c u l t u r e  on t r a d i t i o n a l  
A u s t r a l i a n  l i f e .  I t  c e n t e r s  on  f o u r  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  s o - c a l l e d  " v i c t i m s " :  
women, h o m o s e x u a l s ,  a b o r i g i n a l s - - a n d  kanga roos !  They migh t  be c a l l e d ,  
a u t h o r  Johnson  n o t e s ,  " t h e  Four H o r s e p e r s o n s  o f  t h e  L e f t  Apocalypse .  " 
A u s t r a l i a ' s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  m a s c u l i n e  s o c i e t y  i s  now be ing  a s s a u l t e d  by a new 
h o r d e  o f  r a d i c a l  women who, i n c r e a s i n g l y ,  have  t h e  law o n  t h e i r  s i d e .  

A u s t r a l i a  is now b e i n g  cocooned i n  a t a n g l e  o f  a n t i - d i s c r i m i n a -  
t o r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  and r a d i c a l  l i n g u i s t i c  a c t i v i s t s ,  w h i c h  b e a t s  
a n y t h i n g  we have  o v e r  here  [ i n  B r i t a i n ]  . . . . [ I n  N e w  Sou th  Wales] 
a n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  w h i c h  s t a t e s  t h a t  ' ' p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  E n g l i s h "  i s  
r e q u i r e d  may be g u i l t y  o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  a g a i n s t  m i g r a n t s .  One 
r e q u i r i n g  a Higher  School C e r t i f i c a t e  "may d i s c r i m i n a t e  a g a i n s t  
i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  hand icapped  p e o p l e . "  Ads which use "sex s p e c i f i c "  
terms ( " f i r e m a n , "  " s e r v i c e m a n " )  are i l l e g a l .  A l l  words used  m u s t  
be  " s e x  n e u t r a l "  or "non-gender s p e c i f i c . "  S i g n s ,  s a y  t h e  r u l e s ,  
must be c e n s o r e d  t o  a v o i d  o f f e n s e .  The Board c i t e s  a s  a n  example 
of what is u n a c c e p t a b l e  t h e  s i g n  "GO S t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  C l u b  B a r , "  
o n  t h e  g round  t h a t  t h i s  c o u l d  mean "Homosexuals a r e  n o t  welcome 
a t  t h e  C l u b  Bar." 

C r e a t i n g  a Race Problem Where None E x i s t e d  

T h e  l e f t ' s  b i g g e s t  e f f o r t  t o  d i s r u p t  A u s t r a l i a n  s o c i e t y ,  however ,  
h a s  gone  i n t o  c r e a t i n g  a n a t i o n w i d e  race r e l a t i o n s  i n d u s t r  , con- 
c e n t r a t i n  on  a b o r i  i n a l  
d m n d & a i % h ' ; t e s  working i n  t h i s  i n d u s t r y ,  
as  researchers ,  case-workers, l e g a l  a d v i s e r s  and c i v i l  s e r v i c e  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  t h a n  t he re  a re  f u l l - b l o o d e d  a b o r i g i n a l s  w i t h  a 
s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n . . . .  w o n d e r f u l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  trouble- 
making a re  open ing  up. I f  t h e  a b o r i g i n a l s  a r e  t o l d  o f t e n  enough 
t h a t  t h e y  have  good g r o u n d s  f o r  a riot--almost a soc ia l  d u t y  t o  
r i o t ,  i n  f a c t - - t h e y  w i l l  end  by p r o d u c i n g  a r i o t  o f  s o r t s .  .[An 
a b o r i g i n a l  " r i o t "  was s tage-managed a t  t h e  Commonwealth Games i n  
B r i s b a n e  l a s t  October. 1 Then,  i n e v i t a b l y ,  there  w i l l  be f u r t h e r  
g r o u n d s  f o r  a campaign a g a i n s t  t h e  p o l i c e  and t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  
"human r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s . .  . .I' 

T h e r e  a r e  now 4 p r o  a l y  i i E Z  
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T h e  t r a g e d y  is  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  r e a s o n  w h a t e v e r  why b l a c k s  - a n d  
m t e s  i n  A u y t r x a  should-evFr be- a g a i n s t  e a c h  o t h e r .  
T h e r e  is-no race p r o b l e m  as  s u c h .  Most A u s t r a l i a n s  l i v e  in a f e w  
b i g c i T i e F  a n d n e v e r  s e t - e w o n  a b l a c k . .  . . A c c o r d i n g  t o  o n e  
c a l c u l a t i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  a b o u t  3 0 , 0 0 0  f u l l - b l o o d s ,  a n d  w e l l  
u n d e r  200 ,000  a l t o g e t h e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  most d i l u t e d  blood l i n e s .  
I t  c a n  be a r g u e d ,  i n d e e d ,  t h a t  A u s t r a l i a n  b l a c k s  now c o n s t i t u t e  
t h e  most f a v o u r e d  r a c i a l  g r o u p  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  P a c i f i c  a r ea .  
Spec ia l  a s s i s t a n c e  schemes, wh ich  a r e  p r o v i d e d  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
n o r m a l  social  s e r v i c e s ,  a r e  r u n n i n g  a t  $ 1 , 6 9 0  a h e a d  e v e r y  y e a r .  

7 - -  

Z s Z d  a s  
l a n d  l e g i s l a t i o n  t r e a t s  t h e m  w i t h  u n i q u e  g e n e r o s i t y  .... More- 
o v e r ,  t h o u g h  m i n e r a l  r i g h t s  t h r o u g h o u t  A u s t r a l i a  a r e  v e s t e d  i n  
t h e  Crown, i n  much of t h e  t e r r i t o r y  now owned by a b o r i g i n a l s  
m i n e r a l  r i g h t s  a p p e a r  t o  go  w i t h  t h e  f r e e h o l d ,  a n  anomaly  w h i c h  
g i v e s  b l a c k s  p r i v i l e g e s  n e v e r  c o n c e d e d  t o  w h i t e s .  I t  is p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  t h e y  may come t o  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  r a c i a l  g r o u p  i n  
t h e  e n t i r e  p o p u l a t i o n  .... 
T h e  r a d i c a l  L e f t  is a l so  g e t t i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  worked up o v e r  t h e  
s t a t e  o f  t h e  k a n g a r o o  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a n d  w i t h  e v e n  l e s s  j u s t i f i c a -  
t i o n .  [ T h e r e  a r e  f r o m  30 m i l l i o n  t o  50  m i l l i o n  o f  t h e m  i n  t h e  
c o u n t r y ,  twice or th ree  times t h e  human p o p u l a t i o n . ]  Farmers a n d  
o t h e r s  who h a v e  to  d e a l  w i t h  k a n g a r o o s  h a v e  b e e n  o u t r a g e d  by a 
r e c e n t  f i l m ,  "Goodbye J o e y "  ( k a n g a r o o s  a r e  known a s  J o e y s ) ,  w h i c h  
depicts t h e  c u l l i n g  i n d u s t r y  as  g u i l t y  o f  a p p a l l i n g  and i n d i s -  
c r i m i n a t e  c r u e l t y . .  . . F a r m e r s  shoot k a n g a r o o s ,  t o  be  s u r e ,  b u t  
p r o b a b l y  more a re  k i l l e d  by c r a s h i n g  i n t o  ca r s  a n d  t r u c k s  a t  
n i g h t . .  . . The k a n g a r o o  l o b b y  m e r g e s  i m p e r c e p t i b l y  w i t h  t h e  con-  
s e r v a t i o n i s t s  or " q r e e n i e s  ," a l s o  d o m i n a t e d  by t h e  r a d i c a l  L e f t .  
I t  is  e s s e n t i a l l y  a n  a n t i - b u s i n e s s ,  a n t i - c a p i t a l i s t  movement,  
c o n c e r n e d  t o  obstruct p r o g r e s s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  p r e s e r v e  n a t u r e . .  . . 

S t i f l i n g  a B l e s s e d  C o u n t r y ' s  I n i t i a t i v e  

A m a j o r i t y  o f  A u s t r a l i a ' s  v o t e r s ,  wri tes  a u t h o r  J o h n s o n ,  a r e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  
two " o l d "  s t a t e s  o f  V ic to r i a  a n d  N e w  S o u t h  Wales. T o g e t h e r  t h e y  d e t e r m i n e  
what  h a p p e n s  i n  C a n b e r r a  i n  much t h e  same way t h a t  v o t e r s  i n  O n t a r i o  a n d  
Quebec t o g e t h e r  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  f a t e  of C a n a d a .  B u t  A u s t r a l i a ' s  f u t u r e ,  e x -  
p e r t s  b e l i e v e ,  is  t o  be f o u n d  i n  Q u e e n s l a n d - - A u s t r a l i a ' s  C a l i f o r n i a - - i n  t h e  
m i n e s  a n d  w h e a t f i e l d s  o f  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a ,  a n d  i n  t h e  as  y e t  u n d e v e l o p e d  
N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y .  T h e s e  a reas  h a v e  t h e  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  w e a l t h .  W h a t  
t h e i r  c i t i z e n s  l ack  i s  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a l  v o t i n g  power t o  p r o t e c t  them- 
s e l v e s  from w h a t  t h e y  c o n s i d e r  t o  be a d e s p o i l i n g  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h u s  
t h i s  p r o b l e m  is s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e d  by t h e  W e s t e r n  p r o v i n c e s  of 
Canada  a n d  America's "Sun B e l t . "  A u t h o r  J o h n s o n  c o n t i n u e s :  

... V i c t o r i a  a n d  N e w  S o u t h  Wales c l a m o u r  f o r  more p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  
Federa l  a i d .  Q u e e n s l a n d  and  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a  d o  n o t  w a n t  o r  
need e i t h e r  a n d  f e a r  t h e y  w i l l  e n d  by  p a y i n g  f o r  b o t h .  Queens-  
l a n d  g r o w s  more c o n f i d e n t  o f  i t s  i n d e p e n d e n t  s t r e n g t h  a s  a s t e a d y  
stream o f  i m m i g r a n t s  from down s o u t h  v o t e  w i t h  t h e i r  f e e t  f o r  i t s  
f r e e - e n t e r p r i s e  s t y l e  .... I t  i s  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a ,  h o w e v e r ,  w h i c h  
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f e e l s  most v u l n e r a b l e  t o  t h e  t h r e a t  from C a n b e r r a .  I t  i s  a s  b i g  

coa l ,  i r o n  o re  a n d  n a t u r a l  g a s ,  is a w e - i n s p i r i n g ,  y e t  o n l y  a 
q u a r t e r  of i t s  s u r f a c e  a r ea  h a s  e v e n  b e e n  prospected .... S i r  
C h a r l e s  C o u r t ,  who r e t i r ed  a s  Premier of WA o n l y  l a s t  y e a r ,  now 
f e a r s  t h a t  t h e  h e a v y  h a n d  o f  C a n b e r r a  p l u s  t h e  g r o w i n g  power o f  
t h e  u n i o n s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  L e f t ,  c o u l d  w r e c k  t h e  e c o n o m i c  f u t u r e  of 
h i s  s t a t e . .  . . 
S t r i d i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  d u s t y  e a r t h  [ i n  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a  1, w i t h  w h a t  
is p e r h a p s  t h e  w o r l d ' s  r i ches t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  m i n e r a l s  b e n e a t h  
y o u ,  y o u  become a c u t e l y  c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e  c u r i o u s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

w h i c h  separa tes  t h o s e  who c r ea t e  t h e  w o r l d ' s  w e a l t h  a n d  t h o s e  
w ose t a sk  i t  is  t o  d e c i d e  how t o  consume  i t - - b e t w e e n  e n t e r p r i s e  
+ o K n m G t F  Nowhere i s t h e g a p  broad= t h a n  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  
Tkis g r e a t  young n a t i o n  was c r e a t e d  by  e n t e r p r i s e  a n d  is now i n  

- - -r 

-- -- 
F 
d a n g e r  of f a l l i n g  p r e y  t o  g o v e r n m e n t .  The  o u t c o m e  o f  t h a t  
s t r u g g l e  w i l l  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  n a t u r e  of A u s t r a l i a ' s  f u t u r e - - o r  
w h e t h e r  i t  h a s  a f u t u r e .  

Yes, A u s t r a l i a  s h o u l d  be i n  i t s  d y n a m i c  prime of l i f e .  I n s t e a d ,  l i k e  
E n g l a n d ,  i t s  p a r e n t ,  t h i s  c h u n k  of c o n t e m p o r a r y  E p h r a i m  is  g r o w i n g  prema- 
t u r e l y  o l d .  " G r a y  h a i r s  a r e  here  a n d  t h e r e  upon  h i m ,  y e t  h e  knoweth  n o t ' '  
(Hosea 7:9). A u s t r a l i a ' s  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l  w i l l  h a v e  t o  await  t h e  c o m i n g  
" G o l d e n  Age" of t h e  m i l l e n n i u m .  

--Gene H. Hogberg, News Bureau 


