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November was t h e  best month for income ,  from a p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t  of v i e w ,  
t h a t  t h e  C h u r c h  h a s  had for  a l o n g  t i m e .  W h i l e  r e g u l a r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  w h i c h  
is  o u r  l a r g e s t  c a t e g o r y  of income,  were u p  14% o v e r  November o f  l a s t  y e a r ,  
t o t a l  income  h a d  i n c r e a s e d  26.3% compared t o  1983!  T h i s  e n c o u r a g i n g  i n -  
crease is  p r i m a r i l y  a r e s u l t  o f  e x c e s s  p e r s o n a l  f e s t i v a l  t i t h e s  t u r n e d  i n  
a f t e r  or a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  Feast  of T a b e r n a c l e s .  Most c o n t r i b u t o r s  o f  s u c h  
f u n d s  p r o b a b l y  d o  n o t  r e a l i z e  how t h e y  c o u l d  a f f e c t  a m o n t h ' s  i ncome  so 
much. 

A month a g o ,  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  October,  t h e  y e a r - t o - d a t e  income was 1 5 %  more 
t h a n  1983 .  A d d i n g  November,  t h e  i n c r e a s e  f o r  1 9 8 4  i s  1 5 . 9 % .  I t  is hoped 
t h a t  t h i s  s l i g h t  upward t r e n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e ,  or e v e n  i n c r e a s e  by t h e  e n d  o f  
t h e  y e a r .  

T h e  b u d g e t  team met w i t h  M r .  A r m s t r o n g  a b o u t  t h e  1985 b u d g e t ,  and  i s  now i n  
t h e  process of p r e p a r i n g  t h e  b u d g e t  based o n  h i s  g u i d e l i n e s .  T h e  b u d g e t  
process a l w a y s  seems to  be d i f f i c u l t  for e v e r y o n e  c o n c e r n e d .  A l l  depar t -  
m e n t s  h a v e  n e e d s  t h a t  t h e y  t r y  to  f i t  w i t h i n  t h e  a l l o t t e d  sum. H o w  t o  f i t  
w i t h i n  t h i s  amount  u s u a l l y  requi res  a l o t  o f  j u g g l i n g  of numbers  u n t i l  
e v e r y t h i n g  f i t s  b e s t ,  and  w i t h i n  t h e  a s s i g n e d  l i m i t a t i o n s .  

T h e  b u d g e t  team is w r e s t l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  p r o b l e m  now: t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  w i l l  be 
d o i n g  t h i s  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  f ew d a y s .  We hope  t h a t  t h e  process w i l l  be  ac- 
ce l e ra t ed  t h i s  y e a r  o v e r  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s  by new d e p a r t m e n t a l  access t o  t h e  
b u d g e t  a rea  i n  t h e  m a i n f r a m e  c o m p u t e r .  

From comments made t o  m e ,  I know t h a t  many of you  a re  p r a y i n g  d a i l y  f o r  i m -  
p r o v e d  f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  and  a l s o  fo r  those of u s  who w o r k  w i t h  t h e  f i -  
n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s  of t h e  C h u r c h .  For t h i s  w e  w a n t  to  e x p r e s s  o u r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  
and  t h a n k s .  T h e  p r a y e r s  of God's  s e r v a n t s  b r i n g  r ea l  r e s u l t s  when t h e y  a r e  
h e a r t f e l t  and  e a r n e s t .  I h o p e  t h a t  you  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  i n  y o u r  c o n c e r n  and  i n  
s u c h  r e q u e s t s  to  God. 

- -Leroy  N e f f ,  Treasurer  

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

Mr. Herbert A r m s t r o n g  r e t u r n e d  f rom h i s  t r i p  t o  t h e  O r i e n t ,  a r r i v i n g  a t  
Burbank  a i r p o r t  a t  7 a.m. S u n d a y  m o r n i n g ,  December 2 .  Messrs. A p a r t i a n ,  
N e f f ,  H e l g e  and  I ,  a l o n g  w i t h  f a m i l y  members o f  t h e  s t a f f  and  crew, met t h e  
G - I 1 1  and  welcomed Mr. A r m s t r o n g .  

A s  u s u a l ,  M r .  A r m s t r o n g  was i n  t o p  form,  v e r y  e n e r g e t i c  a n d  f e e l i n g  w e l l .  I 
a m  a l w a y s  amazed a t  how good he  looks and  f ee l s  a f t e r  these l o n g  and  a r d u o u s  
t r i p s ,  compared t o  how e x h a u s t e d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  p a r t y  looks. I know t h a t  
o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  p r a y e r s  for  h i m  p l a y  a n  i m p o r t a n t  role  i n  t h a t .  God c e r t a i n -  
l y  c a n  and  does renew M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  s t r e n g t h  l i k e  t h e  e a g l e ' s ,  a s  de- 
s c r i b e d  i n  I s a i a h  40:31. 
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L e t ' s  b e  s u r e  to  c o n t i n u e  p r a y i n g  d i l i g e n t l y  f o r  Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  h e a l t h  and  
v i g o r ,  as  w e l l  as f o l l o w  P a u l ' s  a d m o n i t i o n  i n  E p h e s i a n s  6:18-20 t o  p r a y  
t h a t  God would c o n t i n u e  t o  h e l p  Mr. A r m s t r o n g  b o l d l y  p r o c l a i m  t h e  G o s p e l .  
God does e x p e c t  u s ,  a s  H i s  e l ec t ,  t o  h a v e  o u r  h e a r t s  i n  t h e  w o r k  of H i s  
C h u r c h  i n  t h i s  way, d i s c u s s i n g  i t  w i t h  H i m  d a i l y  i n  e a r n e s t ,  h e a r t f e l t  
p r a y e r .  A s  G o d ' s  m i n i s t e r s ,  w e  s h o u l d  f a i t h f u l l y  seek God's b l e s s i n g  a n d  
d i r e c t i o n  upon  H i s  Apostle t o  preach t h e  G o s p e l  to  t h e  world w i t h  power. 

We're v e r y  t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  g r o w t h  God is g i v i n g  H i s  C h u r c h  i n  
each of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  areas. I n  t h i s  w e e k ' s  PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT we 
a re  i n c l u d i n g  v e r y  p o s i t i v e  r e p o r t s  f r o m  t h e  F r e n c h  and  S p a n i s h  Depart- 
m e n t s .  Please c o n t i n u e  t o  p r a y  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  R e g i o n a l  D i rec to r s  of t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o f f i c e s .  A s  God h a s  c a l l e d  u s  a l l  t o  be o n e  body ,  l e t  u s  be 
m i n d f u l  o f  t h e  n e e d s ,  problems, and  b l e s s i n g s  o f  o u r  b r e t h r e n  i n  e v e r y  p a r t  
of t h e  w o r l d ,  k e e p i n g  i n  mind t h e  A p o s t l e  P e t e r ' s  comment i n  I Pe te r  5:9. 

T h e r e  a re  o n l y  t e n  m o n t h s  l e f t  b e f o r e  t h e  1 9 8 5  Feas t  of T a b e r n a c l e s !  T h i s  
would  b e  a good t i m e  t o  g i v e  a s e r m o n  o n  s e c o n d  t i t h e .  S u c h  a se rmon  w o u l d  
serve to  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  b r e t h r e n  to  be t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  n e x t  y e a r ' s  Feast  by  
i n c l u d i n g  s u c h  topics as: 

-- f a i t h f u l l y  s a v i n g  s e c o n d  t i t h e  as God h a s  i n s t r u c t e d  ( r e v i e w  b a s i c  

-- p l a n n i n g  a h e a d ,  a l l o w i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  t i m e  f o r  t r a v e l  t o  a n d  from t h e  

-- following instructions so t h e  F e a s t  runs smoothly f o r  a l l .  
-- making  h o u s i n g  r e s e r v a t i o n s  we l l  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  d e p a r t u r e  a n d  i n  

-- c a r e f u l l y  b u d g e t i n g  for t h e  Feast  t r i p .  
-- i m p o r t a n c e  of g i v i n g  a n d  s e r v i n g  a t  t h e  Feas t ,  a n d  ways t h i s  c a n  be 

-- r e f l e c t i n g  o n  a n y  problems t h e y  may h a v e  had  t h i s  y e a r ,  a n d  t o  p l a n  

R e v i e w i n g  t h e s e  i m p o r t a n t  aspects o f  t h e  F e a s t  w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  f r e s h  
o n  t h e  members '  minds  w i l l  h e l p  them d o  e v e n  b e t t e r  n e x t  y e a r ,  as w e l l  a s  
e n c o u r a g e  them to  f a i t h f u l l y  s a v e  s e c o n d  t i t h e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .  I t  
w i l l  a lso s e r v e  as v a l u a b l e  i n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  new members. 

s c r i p t u r e s )  . 
Feas t ,  etc.  

l i n e  w i t h  g u i d e l i n e s  g i v e n  i n  n e x t  y e a r ' s  FESTIVAL PLANNER. 

d o n e .  

o n  a v o i d i n g  t h o s e  p r o b l e m s  n e x t  y e a r .  

I t  would  be good  t o  impress upon t h e  b r e t h r e n  t h e  n e e d  t o  r e v i e w  t h e i r  Feas t  
se rmon  n o t e s ,  so t h a t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  and  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  t h i s  
y e a r  c a n  b e  more f i r m l y  c e m e n t e d  i n  t h e i r  minds .  

T h i s  y e a r ' s  Feast  was t h e  l a s t  o n e  f o r  my m o t h e r ,  who d i ed  a t  t h e  a g e  of 9 3  
t h i s  w e e k .  I was t h a n k f u l  t h a t  God allowed h e r  t o  d i e  w i t h  l i t t l e  s u f f e r -  
i n g .  S h e  l i v e d  a f u l l  l i f e  and  d i e d  i n  t h e  f a i t h .  I w i l l  be a t t e n d i n g  t h e  
f u n e r a l  i n  C h i c a g o  t h i s  weekend. 

R e c e n t  O r d i n a t i o n s  

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  men were o r d a i n e d  l o c a l  c h u r c h  e l d e r s  on  t h e  F e a s t  of Trum- 
pets,  September 27: G a b r i e l  C a s t a n e d a  of Long B e a c h  ( E a s t ) ,  C a l i f o r n i a ;  Ed- 
win Jacobs o f  P o r t l a n d  ( S o u t h ) ,  Oregon ;  J o h n  O r c h a r d  o f  Palmer,  A laska :  
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V e r n o n  Schemm of Scot t  C i t y ,  K a n s a s :  a n d  L a r r y  S h a r p  o f  Long B e a c h  (West), 
C a l i f o r n i a .  O r d a i n e d  to  p r e a c h i n g  e l d e r  o n  t h e  Feast  of T r u m p e t s  was 
Walter N e u f e l d ,  who s e r v e s  t h e  F l a g s t a f f  a n d  Prescot t ,  A r i z o n a  c o n g r e -  
g a t i o n s .  D u r i n g  t h e  F e a s t  o f  T a b e r n a c l e s ,  o n  O c t o b e r  1 4 ,  Wayne T r a i n o r  of 
t h e  S a u l t  S t e .  Marie, O n t a r i o  c o n g r e g a t i o n  was o r d a i n e d  a l o c a l  c h u r c h  e l -  
d e r .  

S a f e g u a r d  Your Gelco C r e d i t  Card! (U.S. M i n i s t e r s )  

W e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  n o t i c e  t h a t  two o f  o u r  f i e l d  f l e e t  v e h i c l e s  were s t o l e n  
t h i s  w e e k .  I n  b o t h  cases, t h e  m i n i s t e r  had l e f t  h i s  Gelco c red i t  card i n  -- t h e  car! I t  is  a common human t r a i t  t o  t h i n k ,  " I t  w o n ' t  h a p p e n  t o  m e . "  I ' m  
s u r e  t h e  t w o  men i t  h a p p e n e d  t o  t h o u g h t  t h i s .  

-- -- 

A s  a r e m i n d e r ,  I am r e p r i n t i n q  b e l o w  t h e  m e m o  M a r k  M i c k e l s o n  s e n t  to  e a c h  
U . S .  f l e e t  d r i v e r  l a s t  J u l y .  Please reread t h i s  m e m o ,  a n d  do n o t  l e a v e  y o u r  
Gelco -- c a r d  i n  y o u r  c a r .  Our c a r e f u l  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  matters s u c h  a s  t h i s  
w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  much s a v i n g s  f o r  G o d ' s  C h u r c h ,  a n d  h e l p  each o f  u s  be wise 
stewards of t h e  r e s o u r c e s  God h a s  e n t r u s t e d  t o  u s .  

- 

I h o p e  t h e  s e r v i c e s  Gelco p r o v i d e s  f o r  you  a re  w o r k i n g  w e l l .  I 
r e a l i z e  there  a re  p r o b l e m s  h e r e  f r o m  t i m e  t o  time and w e  a r e  a l -  
ways  w i l l i n g  t o  assist  you i n  t h e i r  s o l u t i o n .  

T h e  U n i v e r s a l  O i l  C a r d  w h i c h  Gelco s u p p l i e s  now i n c l u d e s  C h e v r o n  
a n d  S h e l l .  A s  s o o n  as we h a v e  a c a r d  w i t h  t h e s e  logos o n  t h e  back 
w e  w i l l  f o r w a r d  i t  t o  you .  Gelco h a s  h e l d  o f f  p r o d u c i n g  t h i s  new 
card b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  h o p i n g  t o  add a d d i t i o n a l  o i l  com- 
p a n i e s  t h i s  summer. T o  my knowledge  t h e y  h a v e  t h e  most w i d e l y  
accepted c a r d  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  

T h i s  c r e d i t  c a r d  d o e s  c a r r y  a h e a v y  l i a b i l i t y  w i t h  i t  i f  i t  is  
los t  or s t o l e n .  W e  c a n n o t  c a n c e l  i t  as you  c a n  a p e r s o n a l  c a r d  
a n d  w e  a r e  l i a b l e  f o r  a l l  c h a r g e s  i n c u r r e d  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  
u s e r .  I t  is v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  YOU protect  t h e s e  c a r d s  a n d  m a k e  
e v e r y  e f f o r t  for- t h e i r  r e c o v e r y  i f  t 6 e y  a r e  l o s t .  Please d o  n o t  
l e a v e  them i n  y o u r  car or a n y w h e r e  w h e r e  t h e y  c o u l d  & removed b~ 
someone  w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n .  We a re  ab le  t o  u s e  t h e  program 

-- 
--- -- 
o n l y  as  l o n g  as  w e  c a n  g u a r a n t e e  i ts  i n t e g r i t y .  

Thank  you f o r  y o u r  h e l p .  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N e w s  

Update From t h e  F r e n c h  D e p a r t m e n t  T h i n g s  a re  b e g i n n i n g  t o  s e t t l e  down i n  
t h e  F r e n c h  D e p a r t m e n t  a f t e r  a n  e x c i t i n g  F e a s t  of T a b e r n a c l e s  h e l d  a t  s i x  
F r e n c h  l a n g u a g e  Feas t  si tes:  B e l g i u m ,  F r e n c h  C a n a d a ,  M a r t i n i q u e ,  Guade- 
l o u p e ,  H a i t i  a n d  Zaire. T h i s  y e a r  marked  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a F e a s t  o f  T a b e r -  
n a c l e s  was h e l d  i n  B e l g i u m ,  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  time h e l d  i n  Zaire ( i n  K i n s h a s a ) ,  
w h e r e  1 1 9  p e r s o n s  g a t h e r e d  u n d e r  Mr. B e r n a r d  A n d r i s t ' s  d i r e c t i o n  t h e  s e c o n d  
h a l f  o f  t h e  Feas t .  

To ta l  a t t e n d a n c e  for  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  of t h e  F e a s t - - f o r  a l l  F r e n c h - s p e a k i n g  
sites--was 2 , 6 0 3 ;  t h e  f i g u r e  f o r  t h e  L a s t  Great  Day was 2 , 6 7 6  ( i n c l u d i n g  
Z a i r e ) .  A t t e n d a n c e  was up  1 2 %  o v e r  1 9 8 3 .  D o n a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  Feas t  i n -  
creased 24 .9%.  A s  m i g h t  b e  e x p e c t e d ,  t h i s  t r e n d  is b a s e d  o n  s o l i d  g r o w t h  i n  
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t h e  F r e n c h - s p e a k i n g  m e m b e r s h i p ,  wh ich  is u p  5.36% o v e r  1983 f o r  a t o t a l  
m e m b e r s h i p  of 1,357. 

"With  t h e  C h u r c h ' s  h e l p , "  wrote Mr. A n d r i s t ,  "our b r e t h r e n  i n  Zaire  were 
a b l e  t o  h a v e  t w o  good meals d u r i n g  t h e  L a s t  Great Day a n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
w e e k l y  S a b b a t h .  Most o f  them had  n e v e r  s e e n  s u c h  q u a l i t y  a n d  a b u n d a n c e  of 
f o o d !  T h e  b r e t h r e n  o v e r  there  c e r t a i n l y  know t h a t  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  God is a 
fami ly .  They  h a v e  g r e a t  l o v e  and  a p r o f o u n d  respec t ,  d o u b l e d  by g r e a t  ad- 
m i r a t i o n ,  f o r  M r .  Herbert A r m s t r o n g ,  whom t h e y  r e c o g n i z e  as  t h e  Apostle o f  
God. " 

I n  B e l g i u m ,  t h e  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  C h u r c h e s  h a s  b e e n  phenomena l  b o t h  i n  a t t e n -  
d a n c e  and  i n  o f f e r i n g s - - 1 7 4 %  and  515% r e s p e c t i v e l y  o v e r  1983. T h i s  g r o w t h  
i s  m a i n l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  F r e n c h  s u b t i t l e d  w e e k l y  t e l e c a s t s ,  
a s  well a s  R e g i o n a l  Director Mr. D i b a r  A p a r t i a n ' s  t h r i c e  w e e k l y  m o r n i n g  
b r o a d c a s t s  ( b o t h  o n  RTL Luxembourg) --and C h u r c h  pastor  Mr. J e a n  Car i o n ' s  
h a r d  work . 
I n  t h e  West I n d i e s ,  t h e  C h u r c h e s  o n  M a r t i n i q u e  and  G u a d e l o u p e  a r e  a l s o  
g r o w i n g  v e r y  f a s t .  T h e  a v e r a g e  w e e k l y  a t t e n d a n c e  i n  M a r t i n i q u e  is 296 a n d  
i n  G u a d e l o u p e  i t  is  155. 

R e c e n t l y ,  a ser ies  of P u b l i c  B i b l e  L e c t u r e s  was c o n d u c t e d  i n  P a r i s  by 
C h u r c h  pastor Mr. Sam K n e l l e r .  O u t s i d e  a t t e n d a n c e  v a r i e d  b e t w e e n  4 1  a n d  
49, a good number of whom were n a t i v e s  o f  M a r t i n i q u e  a n d  G u a d e l o u p e .  N i n e  
new people were s u b s e q u e n t l y  i n v i t e d  t o  S a b b a t h  s e r v i c e s .  

I n  C a n a d a ,  C h u r c h  p a s t o r  M r .  R e j e a n  V a u t o u r  c o n d u c t e d  t h r e e  P u b l i c  B i b l e  
L e c t u r e s  i n  t h e  c i t y  of T h e t f o r d  M i n e s ,  Q u e b e c ,  o n  November 4 ,  11 a n d  18. 
We've j u s t  h e a r d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  l e c t u r e  was a s u c c e s s  a s  11 new p e o p l e  a t -  
tended--of  whom three  were r e g u l a r  l i s t e n e r s  t o  o u r  1 5 - m i n u t e  r a d i o  b r o a d -  
c a s t  " L e  MONDE A V E N I R . "  

Mr. A p a r t i a n  i s  v i s i t i n g  t h e  West I n d i e s  f r o m  December 4 t h r o u g h  1 0 .  H e  
w i l l  c o n d u c t  o n e  P u b l i c  B i b l e  L e c t u r e  i n  M a r t i n i q u e  a n d  a n o t h e r  i n  Guade- 
l o u p e .  H e  w i l l ,  of c o u r s e ,  a l so  meet w i t h  t h e  members and  p r e a c h  d u r i n g  
Sabba th  s e r v i c e s .  

T h e  t o t a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  L a  PURE VERITE is c u r r e n t l y  145,269 s u b s c r i b e r s ,  
and i t  g o e s  i n t o  134 c o u n t r i e s  a n d / o r  t e r r i t o r i e s .  L a  BONNE NOWELLE DU 
MONDE A VENIR--the F r e n c h  G N - - p r e s e n t l y  h a s  a c i r c u l a t i o n  of 12,982 c o p i e s ,  
up  26.6% o v e r  l a s t  y e a r .  

D u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h s  of A u g u s t ,  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  October, 6,569 pieces o f  w h i t e  
m a i l  were r e c e i v e d - - a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  33% over t h e  same period i n  1983. I n  
t h e s e  th ree  m o n t h s  w e  a lso processed 12,387 p i e c e s  o f  r e g u l a r  mail ,  a n d  
mailed o u t  80,747 items. 

T h e  month of November was s e n s a t i o n a l  b e c a u s e  o f  a n  ad i n  t h e  F r e n c h  v e r s i o n  
o f  READER'S DIGEST i n  F r a n c e  and  B e l g i u m .  W e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t o  d a t e  11,927 
r e s p o n s e  c a r d s  f r o m  F r a n c e  and  2,188 f r o m  B e l g i u m .  

F i n a l l y ,  F r e n c h  Canada  a lso showed v e r y  good g r o w t h  i n  October d u e  to  a v e r y  
e n c o u r a g i n g  r e s p o n s e  r a t e  f r o m  a d i r e c t  mail a d v e r t i s e m e n t .  T h e  a v e r a g e  
r e s p o n s e  f r o m  e i g h t  d i f f e r e n t  m a i l i n g  l ists  was 8.35%--a t o t a l  of 8,049 re- 
s p o n s e s  t o  99,000 l e t t e r s  s e n t .  
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From t h e  S p a n i s h  D e p a r t m e n t  B r e t h r e n  f r o m  23 n a t i o n s  g a t h e r e d  a t  e i g h t  
S p a n i s h - l a n g u a g e  s i t e s  on t h r e e  c o n t i n e n t s  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  1984 F e a s t  of 
T a b e r n a c l e s  i n  a s p i r i t  of u n i t y ,  l o v e  and r e j o i c i n g .  B r e t h r e n  met i n  s u c h  
d i v e r s e  locales a s  t h e  t r o p i c a l  clime of Acapulco, Mexico ,  t h e  l o f t y  
( 1 2 , 0 0 0  f t . )  Andean s i t e  o f  H u a r a z ,  P e r u  and  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  s e t t i n g  of 

C u l l e r a ,  S p a i n .  F e a s t g o e r s  a t  a l l  s i tes  e n j o y e d  t h e  o p e n i n g  and  c l o s i n g  
m e s s a g e s  f r o m  Mr. A r m s t r o n g ,  t h e  Young Ambassadors  and B e h i n d  t h e  W o r k  
f i l m s ,  y o u t h  a c t i v i t i e s ,  d a n c e s ,  t a l e n t  shows and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to  s e r v e  
o n e  a n o t h e r .  A t t e n d a n c e  was up  i n  a l l  b u t  o n e  s i t e ,  and t o t a l  a t t e n d a n c e  
was up 2% o v e r  1983.  The f o l l o w i n g  s u m m a r i z e s  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  each s i t e :  

A t  t e n d a n c e  - S i t e  A t t e n d a n c e  S i t e  
A c a p u l c o ,  Mexico  1 , 0 4 2  H u a r a z ,  P e r u  204 
M e l g a r ,  C o l o m b i a  39 6 El T a b i t o ,  C h i l e  1 7 7  
A n t i g u a ,  G u a t e m a l a  285 C u l l e r a ,  S p a i n  96 
Monte Hermoso, A r g e n t i n a  283 S a n  Jose, Costa Rica 95 

M r .  A lbe r to  S o u s a ,  pastor of  t h e  E z e i z a ,  A r g e n t i n a  and S a l t o ,  Uruguay con-  
g r e g a t i o n s ,  c o n d u c t e d  t w o  sets of P u b l i c  B i b l e  Lec tures  f o r  r e a d e r s  o f  L a  
PURA VEFDAD i n  t h e  Buenos  Ai res  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a rea  i n  S e p t e m b e r .  A t o t a l  of 
360 new people a t t e n d e d  o n e  or more o f  t h e s e  l e c t u r e s .  Twenty wanted  to  be 
v i s i t e d ,  and 150  f i l l e d  o u t  c a r d s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  d e s i r e d  to a t t e n d  
f u t u r e  m e e t i n g s .  Mr. S o u s a  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of those who a t t e n d e d  
were f r o m  P r o t e s t a n t  b a c k g r o u n d s ,  which is  u n i q u e  i n  t h a t  t h e  A r g e n t i n e  
p o p u l a c e  is c o n s i d e r e d  90-95% C a t h o l i c .  T h e  m o s t l y  m i d d l e - c l a s s  g r o u p  had 
a l a r g e  number of o l d e r  people, and a p p e a r e d  t o  h a v e  s u b s t a n t i a l  knowledge 
of Church  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Mr. S o u s a .  H e  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  two or 
t h r e e  p e o p l e  wanted  to c o u n s e l  f o r  b a p t i s m ,  and o n e  l a d y  is  a l r e a d y  a t t e n d -  
i n g  s e r v i c e s .  A f o l l o w - u p  B i b l e  s t u d y  is  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  December 7 .  

For t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  o v e r  e i g h t  y e a r s ,  P u b l i c  B i b l e  L e c t u r e s  were con-  
d u c t e d  i n  G u a d a l a j a r a ,  Mexico ,  by C h u r c h  pastor  Mr. P a b l o  D i m a k i s  October 
27,  November 3, and November 1 0 ,  w i t h  n e a r l y  200 new p e o p l e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  
t h e  Hotel  F e n i x .  S e v e r a l  book le t s  were o f f e r e d  d u r i n g  each of t h e  lec- 
t u r e s ,  and h u n d r e d s  were d i s t r i b u t e d  a f t e r  e a c h  m e e t i n g .  T h e  Hotel C o n t i -  
n e n t a l  i n  Mexico C i t y  was h o s t  to  P u b l i c  B i b l e  L e c t u r e s  o n  November 3, 1 0 ,  
and 1 7 ,  where  Mr. S a l v a d o r  B a r r a g a n ,  a m i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  Mexico C i t y  C h u r c h ,  
spoke to  almost 400 new people. Over 1 , 0 0 0  booklets  were d i s t r i b u t e d .  

J u s t  1 2 5  miles s o u t h  of P a s a d e n a ,  T i j u a n a ,  Mexico was t h e  s i t e  for  l e c t u r e s  
o n  November 3, 1 0 ,  and 1 7  c o n d u c t e d  by Mr. F e r n a n d o  B a r r i g a ,  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  
T i j u a n a  and M e x i c a l i  c h u r c h e s .  T w e n t y - e i g h t  new people a t t e n d e d  o n e  or 
more o f  these l e c t u r e s  a t  t h e  Hotel C o u n t r y  C l u b .  Twelve  a t t e n d e d  a l l  three 
lectures.  

M r .  Thomas T u r k ,  pastor o f  t h e  Mexico C i t y  C h u r c h ,  a t t e n d e d  t h e  l e c t u r e s  i n  
G u a d a l a j a r a  and Mexico C i t y .  "Both  g r o u p s  were v e r y  a t t e n t i v e  and were ob- 
v i o u s l y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  o u r  l i t e r a t u r e , "  h e  s a i d .  More l ec tu re s  i n  Mexico 
a re  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  F e b r u a r y  and March. 

T h e  l a s t  P u b l i c  B i b l e  L e c t u r e s  f o r  1984 a r e  s c h e d u l e d  t o  take  p l a c e  i n  Tegu- 
c i g a l p a ,  H o n d u r a s  o n  December 8 and 9 ,  and w i l l  be  c o n d u c t e d  by Mr. H e r b e r t  
C i s n e r o s .  Year t o  d a t e ,  a t o t a l  of 2 , 4 5 1  new p e o p l e  h a v e  a t t e n d e d  P u b l i c  
B i b l e  L e c t u r e s  i n  e i g h t  c i t i e s  i n  s i x  c o u n t r i e s .  
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A f t e r  L a  PURA VERDAD r e a c h e d  a r e c o r d - b r e a k i n g  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  2 2 2 , 7 3 5  w i t h  
t h e  S e p t e m b e r  i s s u e ,  t h e  number o f  PV s u b s c r i b e r s  h a s  h o v e r e d  a r o u n d  t h e  
2 0 0 , 0 0 0  l e v e l  d e s p i t e  many t h o u s a n d s  b e i n g  d r o p p e d  d u e  to  r e n e w a l s .  A r g e n -  
t i n a ' s  c i r c u l a t i o n  moved i n t o  t h e  top  p o s i t i o n  r e c e n t l y ,  w h i c h  is  i n  s t a r k  
c o n t r a s t  t o  a f e w  y e a r s  a g o  when A r g e n t i n a  h a d  u n d e r  2 , 0 0 0  s u b s c r i b e r s .  

T h e  top t w e l v e  c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  respect to PV a n d  GOOD NEWS c i r c u l a t i o n  a re  as 
f o l l o w s :  

C o u n t r y  PV C i r c u l a t i o n  GN C i r c u l a t i o n  

A r g e n t i n a  
M e x i c o  
U . S . A .  
Colombia 
S p a i n  
P e r u  
C h i l e  
P u e r t o  Rico 
G u a t e m a l a  
D o m i n i c a n  R e p u b l i c  
E l  S a l v a d o r  
V e n e z u e l a  

3 2 , 3 8 8  
3 1 , 5 5 2  
2 7 , 1 2 1  
16  , 8 8 7  
1 5  , 0 8 7  
1 2 , 0 7 2  
1 0 , 7 9 2  

9 , 3 0 4  
6 , 5 2 3  
6 , 1 3 6  
4 , 5 9 3  
4 , 5 6 3  

8 , 5 4 6  
2 , 1 4 8  
2 , 4 2 3  
2 , 0 0 5  

3 1 2  
7 8 5  
7 6 2  
8 1 7  
794 
1 9 7  
657 
1 8 8  

R e s p o n s e  to  r e c e n t  READER'S DIGEST a d v e r t i s i n g  i n  P e r u ,  S p a i n  a n d  P o r t u g a l  
h a s  b e e n  v e r y  g o o d .  T o  d a t e ,  664  r e s p o n s e s  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  a two-page ,  
f o u r - c o l o r  a d  w i t h o u t  a n  i n s e r t  c a r d  i n  t h e  O c t o b e r  P e r u  i s s u e ,  w h i c h  rsp- 
r e s e n t s  a 1 . 6 5 %  r e s p o n s e  a t  a $ 2 . 5 9  c o s t - p e r - r e s p o n s e ,  Responses a r e  ex-  
p e c t e d  to  t o t a l  o v e r  8 0 0 .  A two-page, f o u r - c o l o r  s p r e a d  w i t h  a r e p l y  c a r d  
i n  t h e  I b e r i a n  ( S p a i n )  e d i t i o n  h a s  n e t t e d  6 , 4 8 1  r e s p o n s e s  to  d a t e ,  a 1 . 5 8 %  
r e s p o n s e ,  a t  a $ 2 . 2 5  c o s t - p e r - r e s p o n s e .  A r o u n d  8 - 9 , 0 0 0  r e s p o n s e s  a r e  e x -  
pected.  L a s t l y ,  a two-page  a d  i n  P o r t u g a l ' s  O c t o b e r  i s s u e  o f f e r i n g  THE 
SEVEN LAWS OF SUCCESS a n d  T h e  PLAIN TRUTH i n  e i t h e r  S p a n i s h  F r e n c h ,  En- 
g l i s h  or I t a l i a n  h a s  b r o u g h t  i n  1 , 0 4 5  r e s p o n s e s ,  a .65% r e s p o n s e ,  or  $ 1 . 6 1  
per r e s p o n s e ,  w i t h  a b o u t  1 , 2 0 0  t o t a l  r e s p o n s e s  e x p e c t e d .  T h e  b r e a k d o w n  of 
r e q u e s t s  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  PT e d i t i o n s  o f f e r e d  i n  t h e  P o r t u g a l  READER'S D I -  
GEST a d  is as f o l l o w s :  S p a n i s h - - 6 6 % ;  F r e n c h - - l 9 % ;  E n g l i s h - - 1 2 % ;  I t a l i a n - -  
3%.  

T h e  c u r r e n t  se r ies  o f  READER'S DIGEST a d s  h a v e  b r o u g h t  i n  a t o t a l  o f  8 , 1 9 0  
r e s p o n s e s .  A s e c o n d  a d  ( o n e  p a g e  w i t h  i n s e r t  ca rd)  i n  t h e  I b e r i a n  e d i t i o n  
h a s  b e e n  p o s t p o n e d  u n t i l  M a r c h ,  1 9 8 5 .  

B e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 8 5  i s s u e ,  L a  PURA VERDAD w i l l  b e  p r i n t e d  a t  
t h e  A l a b a s t e r  P a s s m o r e  p re s s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  Kingdom, a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  German,  
D u t c h ,  F r e n c h ,  I t a l i a n ,  C a r i b b e a n  a n d  B r i t i s h  e d i t i o n s .  I t  is  h o p e d  t h a t  
some s a v i n g s  may be a c c r u e d  f r o m  lower p r i n t i n g  a n d  m a i l i n g  costs. D e l i v -  
e r y  t i m e  o f  e a c h  i s s u e  w i l l  b e  c l o s e l y  s c r u t i n i z e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  e f f i -  
c i e n c y  of m a i l i n g  t h e  m a g a z i n e  f r o m  E n g l a n d .  Mr. L e o n  Walker,  d i r e c t o r  of 
t h e  S p a n i s h  Department ,  a n d  Mr. K e i t h  S p e a k s ,  PV c i r c u l a t i o n  m a n a g e r ,  w i l l  
t r a v e l  t o  E n g l a n d  i n  e a r l y  December  t o  w i t n e s s  t h e  i n i t i a l  press r u n  a n d  t o  
c o n f e r  w i t h  p e r s o n n e l  i n v o l v e d  i n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  h a n d l i n g  a n d  m a i l i n g .  

T h r e e  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  L a t i n  America--two f r o m  Mexico a n d  o n e  f r o m  C h i l e - - r e p -  
r e s e n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n c o m i n g  s t u d e n t s  i n  P a s a d e n a  t h i s  s c h o o l  y e a r .  T h e r e  
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are p r e s e n t l y  t h i r t e e n  s t u d e n t s  f rom S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g  a r e a s  a t t e n d i n g  Am- 
b a s s a d o r  C o l l e g e ,  Pasadena .  

--Joe Tkach ,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

XOV VPQATE 
Topic  f o r  YOU E s s a y  C o n t e s t  

T h i s  is to  in fo rm a l l  p a s t o r s  t h a t  t h e  t o p i c  f o r  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  y e a r ' s  e s s a y  
c o n t e s t  is "What I would change  i n  t h e  wor ld  and why." R u l e s  and d e t a i l s  
f o r  t h e  c o n t e s t  are  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  YOU P a s t o r ' s  Manual. T h e  d e a d l i n e  h a s  
been e x t e n d e d  t w o  w e e k s ,  so e n t r i e s  s h o u l d  be pos tmarked  no l a t e r  t h a n  J a n -  
u a r y  2, 1985. I f  you have  any q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e  YOU o f f i c e  i n  
Pasadena .  

--Kevin 0. Dean, YOU 

AMBASSADOR COLLEGE UPDATE 
(Pasadena  Campus) 

W e  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  have  a v e r y  busy ,  e v e n t f u l  and b l e s s e d  c o l l e g e  y e a r .  
On t h e  Sunday p r i o r  t o  T h a n k s g i v i n g ,  t h e  C o l l e g e  h e l d  its a n n u a l  Thanksgiv-  
i n g  dance .  E v e r y t h i n g  went v e r y  w e l l  a t  t h e  dance--with good,  wholesome 
mus ic ,  d a n c i n g ,  and e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  S t u d e n t s ,  f a c u l t y ,  members of t h e  Advi- 
s o r y  C o u n c i l  of E l d e r s  and numerous g u e s t s  were p r e s e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  Mr. 
F r a n k  Schnee ,  Director of  t h e  w o r k  of  God ' s  Church i n  t h e  German-speaking 
areas of Europe. 

As Mr. Tkach ment ioned  l a s t  w e e k ,  Mr. Dwight A r m s t r o n g ' s  f u n e r a l  was F r i -  
day ,  November 23rd .  The C o l l e g e  a r r a n g e d  to  have  f l o w e r s  s e n t  t o  Mr. 
Dwight A r m s t r o n g ' s  f a m i l y ,  and I asked  Dr.  Roder i ck  C .  Meredith t o  r e p r e -  
s e n t  t h e  C o l l e g e  a t  t h e  f u n e r a l .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  I had p r e v i o u s l y  a r r a n g e d  
to  be back Eas t  on  t h a t  F r i d a y  and was, t h e r e f o r e ,  u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d .  I n  any  
e v e n t ,  D r .  M e r e d i t h  knows Mrs. Dwight Armst rong  even  bet ter  t h a n  I .  

I c l e a r l y  remember hav ing  hundreds  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  Mr. Dwight Arm- 
s t r o n g  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of t h e  C o l l e g e .  L i k e  many o t h e r s  i n  those y e a r s ,  
I t r i e d  t o  l e t  h im know how much w e  a p p r e c i a t e d  h i s  music;  and many of us 
encouraged  h i m  to c o n t i n u e  h i s  i m p o r t a n t  m u s i c  c o m p o s i t i o n s  for God's  
Church.  

Mr. L e s  McCullough, Deputy  C h a n c e l l o r  a t  t h e  B i g  Sandy campus, and Mr. J i m  
Kissee, F i n a n c i a l  A i d s  O f f i c e r  a t  B i g  Sandy ,  were r e c e n t l y  i n  Pasadena .  I 
was a b l e  t o  d i s c u s s  w i t h  them a number o f  p o i n t s  which c o n c e r n  t h e  two cam- 
puses. A s  you m i n i s t e r s  p r o b a b l y  know, f o r  t h e  p a s t  two y e a r s  t h e  Pasadena  
and B i g  Sandy campuses have resumed,  w i t h  Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  a p p r o v a l ,  t h e  an- 
n u a l  exchange  of  f a c u l t y  members between t h e  t w o  campuses.  Mr. Greg A l -  
b r e c h t ,  Dean o f  S t u d e n t s  a t  P a s a d e n a ,  i s  now v i s i t i n g  t h e  B i g  Sandy campus, 
where h e  is t e a c h i n g  classes,  s p e a k i n g  a t  a Forum or Assembly,  and mee t ing  
w i t h  v a r i o u s  members of t h e  f a c u l t y  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  Dur ing  t h e  second 
semester, I hope to  be ab le  t o  v i s i t  t h e  B i g  Sandy campus, and D r .  M e r e d i t h  
w i l l  a l so  v i s i t  B i g  Sandy sometime d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of 1985.  

E a r l i e r  t h i s  w e e k  I spoke t o  Don Duchene, a n  A d  s t u d e n t  c u r r e n t l y  v i s i t i n g  
Pasadena  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  T h a i l a n d  t o  c o m p l e t e  h i s  one-year  a s s i g n m e n t  
t h e r e ,  Mr. J e f f  Caud le  (who is a 1983 AC g r a d u a t e )  and t h r e e  AC s t u d e n t s  
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( M i k e  Wells, J o n a t h a n  McNair, and Don) c o m p r i s e  t h e  g r o u p  now t e a c h i n g  a t  
v a r i o u s  s c h o o l s  and a t  a c o l l e g e  i n  T h a i l a n d .  From a l l  r e p o r t s  t h e y  a r e  do- 
i n g  a f i n e  job and a re  a l l  s e t t i n g  e x c e l l e n t  examples .  

Whi l e  Mr. Schnee  was i n  Pasadena  j u s t  b e f o r e  T h a n k s g i v i n g ,  he and I d i s -  
c u s s e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of Ambassador C o l l e g e  a g a i n  s e n d i n g  some German-lan- 
guage  s t u d e n t s  t o  Germany d u r i n g  t h e  coming summer. I t  looks a s  though w e  
w i l l  a g a i n  be a b l e  t o  send  from f i v e  t o  s e v e n  s t u d e n t s  t o  w o r k  i n  t h e  Bonn 
o f f i c e ,  t r a v e l  to t h e  German C h u r c h e s ,  d o  some s i g h t - s e e i n g ,  and ass is t  
t h e i r  German-speaking h o s t s  w i t h  v a r i o u s  c h o r e s  w h i l e  l i v i n g  w i t h  them 
d u r i n g  a p a r t  o f  t h e  summer of  1985.  

For t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s ,  t h e  C o l l e g e  h a s  ( w i t h  Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  a p p r o v a l )  
been a b l e  t o  send  AC s t u d e n t s  t o  t h e  German, F r e n c h ,  and S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g  
areas to g e t  v a l u a b l e  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  prac t ice ,  a s  wel l  as  to  r e c e i v e  
p r i c e l e s s  e x p e r i e n c e  t h r o u g h  s u c h  t r a v e l .  Mr. Armst rong  h a s  a l w a y s  empha- 
s i z e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t r a v e l  a s  a b r o a d e n i n g  and e n r i c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  for 
t h e  s t u d e n t s .  

I am v e r y  much l o o k i n g  fo rward  to  t h e  a r r i v a l  of  t h e  new 1 9 8 4  ENVOY. Mr. 
Denn i s  R o b e r t s o n  r e c e n t l y  in fo rmed  m e  t h a t  it is  e x p e c t e d  h e r e  most any  
day .  I t  h a s  been produced  almost c o m p l e t e l y  by t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  and even  
though i t  w i l l  be  m a i n l y  a b lack-and-whi te  p r o d u c t i o n  ( 1 6  p a g e s  i n  c o l o r ) ,  
I f e e l  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be a n o t h e r  v e r y  f i n e  ENVOY a l l  o f  u s  w i l l  
t r e a s u r e .  We hope you m i n i s t e r s  who ordered a copy w i l l  have  i t  i n  your  
hands  b e f o r e  t h e  end of  t h i s  month. 

My w i f e  and I were p r i v i l e g e d  to  spend  t h e  e n t i r e  F e a s t  a t  Rotorua i n  N e w  
Zea land .  I t  was g r a t i f y i n g  to  see t h e  v e r y  f i n e  job  Mr. and Mrs. P e t e r  
Nathan  a re  d o i n g  i n  N e w  Zea land .  I r e c e i v e d  numerous comments from t h e  
b r e t h r e n  showing t h e y  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  w o r k  h e  is  d o i n g  a s  R e g i o n a l  Director 
o f  t h e  N e w  Z e a l a n d  and S o u t h  P a c i f i c  a r e a s  of  God's Church .  

I t  was a lso most g r a t i f y i n g  to  h e a r  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  a t  t h e  Feast--men whom I 
had known a s  young s t u d e n t s  a t  Ambassador--giving v e r y  f i n e  sermons.  W e  
had e x c e l l e n t  sermons from t h e  N e w  Zea land  m i n i s t e r s - - s u c h  a s  Mr. L y a l l  
J o h n s t o n  and M r .  Don Engle--and w e  had a f i n e  sermon from Mr. George 
B i r d w e l l ,  who a l s o  was a g u e s t  m i n i s t e r  f rom Pasadena .  

I migh t  a l so  add t h a t  my w i f e  and I were v e r y  t h a n k f u l  t o  have  had t h e  won- 
d e r f u l  o p p o r t u n i t y  to v i s i t  w i t h  ou r  b r e t h r e n  i n  F i j i  on t h e  Day o f  Atone-  
ment. Mr. and Mrs. E p e l i  Kanaimawi ( M r .  Kanaimawi is God 's  m i n i s t e r  i n  
F i j i )  were v e r y  h e l p f u l  and h o s p i t a b l e .  We e n j o y e d  g e t t i n g  to  know them 
much b e t t e r .  

We a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  p r a y e r s  and s u p p o r t  o f  a l l  o f  you m i n i s t e r s  and 
wives .  W e  need God ' s  c o n t i n u e d  g u i d a n c e  and b l e s s i n g s  t o  be a b l e  t o  keep  
Ambassador back on  t h e  t rack  where M r .  Armstrong h a s  se t  i t .  

--Raymond F .  McNair, Deputy C h a n c e l l o r  
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UPDATE FROM MAIL PROCESSING 

Mail R e c e i v e d  Tops Four  M i l l i o n  P i e c e s  

We hope We're tlQt bombarding you w i t h  too many statistics, but  we're happy 
t o  report  we have  r e a c h e d  a n o t h e r  m i l e s t o n e .  More t h a n  4.3 m i l l i o n  l e t t e r s  
and c a r d s  have  been  r e c e i v e d  so f a r  t h i s  y e a r .  T h i s  i s  a new a l l - t ime rec- 
o r d ,  s u r p a s s i n g  l a s t  y e a r ' s  r e c o r d  t o t a l  o f  3.8 m i l l i o n .  

Mail f o r  December is expected to  be q u i t e  heavy ,  due  p r i m a r i l y  t o  Mr. A r m -  
s t r o n g ' s  s e m i a n n u a l  l e t t e r .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  w e e k ,  w e  have  a l r e a d y  r e c e i v e d  
1 0 0 , 0 0 0  r e s p o n s e s .  The t o t a l  mail f o r  1984 w i l l  p r o b a b l y  r e a c h  f i v e  m i l -  
l i o n  pieces. 

R e a c t i o n s  to C h r i s t m a s  Booklet 

E v e r y  y e a r ,  t h o u s a n d s  o f  s u b s c r i b e r s  request our b o o k l e t  THE PLAIN TRUTH 
ABOUT CHRISTMAS and are shocked  and amazed to  d i s c o v e r  t h e  t r u t h .  They a r e  
so i m p r e s s e d  t h a t  o f t e n t i m e s  t h e y  wi sh  t o  pass on copies to  f a m i l y  and 
f r i e n d s .  Some accept t h e  t r u t h  and a re  e a g e r  to  ac t  on  t h i s  new knowledge,  
even  though t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  is  an  unpopu la r  one .  F o l l o w i n g  a r e  some 
r e a d e r s '  comments: 

My s i s t e r - i n - l a w  and I a re  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h a v i n g  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  
w i t h  one  o f  your  m i n i s t e r s  t o  d i s c u s s  c h u r c h  membership,  cele- 
b r a t i n g  P a s s o v e r ;  a l so  C h r i s t m a s  and S a n t a  C l a u s .  

We own a C h r i s t m a s  o rnamen t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  b u s i n e s s .  S i n c e  r e a d -  
i n g  your  booklet  a b o u t  C h r i s t m a s ,  we 've  been  u n a b l e  t o  s t a r t  u p  
1984 p r o d u c t i o n  and p r o c e e d  w i t h  a p e n d i n g  NFL l i c e n s i n g  c o n t r a c t  
n e g o t i a t i o n .  T h i s  t r a n s l a t e s  i n t o  f i n a n c i a l  d i s a s t e r  v e r s u s  
s p i r i t u a l  d i s a s t e r - - o r  d o e s  it? 

M . H .  ( N e w  O r l e a n s ,  LA)  

U n t i l  I r e a d  THE PLAIN TRUTH ABOUT CHRISTMAS, I t h o u g h t  I was 
w e l l  e d u c a t e d  a b o u t  t h e  day .  Was I e v e r  fooled--my e d u c a t i o n  was 
o n l y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  c h a p t e r .  

Never had I r e a d  a b o u t  Nimrod and h i s  mothe r -wi fe ,  no r  a b o u t  t h e  
C h r i s t m a s  t r ee ' s  o r i g i n  i n  Egypt .  I had a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  t h e  
D r u i d s  were t h e  r e a l  o r i g i n a t o r s  o f  t h o s e  cus toms  ( C h r i s t m a s  
t rees  and S a n t a  C l a u s  w o r s h i p ) .  

The b e a u t i f u l  C h r i s t m a s  poem I wrote, won s e v e r a l  awards  w i t h ,  
and  s e n t  to you s u r e  must  have been a n  i n s u l t  i n  t h e  l e a s t .  I 
a p o l o g i z e  v e r y  humbly t o  you. 

J . R .  (Brunswick ,  GA) 

R e c e n t l y ,  a f r i e n d  o f  mine s h a r e d  your  b o o k l e t ,  THE PLAIN TRUTH 
ABOUT CHRISTMAS, w i t h  m e .  I t  had a great  impac t  on my  a t t i t u d e  
toward C h r i s t m a s .  I t  was a l so  an answer t o  p r a y e r ,  f o r  I had re- 
c e n t l y  comple t ed  r e a d i n g  a s e r i e s  a b o u t  Nimrod and h i s  mother-  
w i f e  and t h e i r  d e e d s .  I a sked  God f o r  v e r i f i c a t i o n  from a n o t h e r  
s o u r c e .  I was g i v e n  your  booklet .  

I am v e r y  e x c i t e d ,  and am i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a d d i t i o n a l  e n l i g h t e n i n g  
i n f o r m a t i o n  and s h a r i n g  t h e  knowledge t h a t  I ' v e  g a i n e d  w i t h  my 
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pastor, Bible study group and youth group. Please send two dozen 
copies of THE PLAIN TRUTH ABOUT CHRISTMAS to me at the above ad- 
dress. 

M.S. (Elkins Park, PA) 

I recently received your two booklets titled NEVER BEFORE UNDER- 
STOOD and THE PLAIN TRUTH ABOUT CHRISTMAS. I was very impressed 
with THE PLAIN TRUTH ABOUT CHRISTMAS, and would like six more 
copies for my married children, and to share with friends. Out 
goes our Christmas tree! 

E.R. (Racine, WI) 

I am writing to request 20 copies of your publication THE PLAIN 
TRUTH ABOUT CHRISTMAS. I am glad to see someone with enough re- 
spect for Christianity to be willing to risk ridicule by publish- 
ing the unpopular truth about Christmas. I wish to share this 
with friends and family and hope you can send them soon. 

S.C. (Columbus, OH) 

I have not only received your booklets but also read them and 
find them very interesting. My daughter is a little disturbed 
about what you wrote in your booklet called THE PLAIN TRUTH ABOUT 
CHRISTMAS, where you said something about Jesus not being born on 
Christmas Eve, but in September instead. I didn't get the chance 
to read this booklet but my daughter told me about it. 

Could you also send me this booklet so I can read it and see what 
she got so disturbed about? She ripped hers up. So far you have 
proved everything you said and I believe in what you have writ- 
ten. 

B.H. (Holyoke, MA) 

--Richard Rice, Mail Processing Center 

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

THE EMPIRE SHRINKS BACK; ANOTHER PAPAL APPEAL 
TO EUROPE'S "ROOTS": WHAT SCIENCE CAN'T EXPLAIN 

The British House of Commons has unanimously approved the accord reached 
with China this past September, turning Hong Kong over to China thirteen 
years from now. Later this month, Britain's Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher will be in Peking. On December 19, Mrs. Thatcher and Chinese offi- 
cials will sign the agreements. 

Under the terms mutually agreed to, Hong Kong reverts to China in 1997, be- 
coming a "special administrative region." This is to be followed by an ad- 
ditional 50-year span during which China "guarantees" that Hong Kong can 
pursue its independent trading and financial policies. Since China itself 
has been moving into more of a capitalist economic mode of late, short-term 
fears in Hong Kong have not been as great as anticipated. But there lurks a 
long-term lack of confidence that China can stay on course and not snap back 
into a revolutionary framework. 

A s  if to show the tenuous, highly personalized content of the accord, Bri- 
tish Foreign Minister Sir Geoffrey Howe called the draft accord "a bold and 
imaginative plan," adding: "The concept of maintaining two separate politi- 
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c a l ,  economic and social  s y s t e m s  w i t h i n  one  c o u n t r y  is  a f a r - s i g h t e d  o n e ,  
which is c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Chairman Deng Xiaoping  h i m s e l f . "  Deng i s  
p r e s e n t l y  i n  c o n t r o l ,  s p e a r h e a d i n g  C h i n a ' s  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  d r i v e .  B u t  he  h a s  
h i s  enemies ,  t h o s e  o f  a d o c t r i n a i r e ,  r e a c t i o n a r y  Communist b e n t ,  who d o n ' t  
l i k e  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  h e  is t a k i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y .  

G i b r a l t a r  Next?  

F o l l o w i n g  i n  tandem w i t h  t h e  Hong Kong r e v e r s i o n  is  a new p r e l i m i n a r y  
ag reemen t  between B r i t a i n  and S p a i n  o v e r  t h e  f u t u r e  of G i b r a l t a r - - t h e  l a s t  
and p e r h a p s  most s y m b o l i c  chunk o f  I m p e r i a l  r e a l  es ta te .  On November 27, 
F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  H o w e  and h i s  S p a n i s h  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  S e n o r  F e r n a n d o  Moran, 
r e a c h e d  a b r e a k t h r o u g h  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  d u r i n g  n e g i o t i a t i o n s  i n  Brusse l s .  I t  
was h a i l e d  as t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a n  " h i s t o r i c  new process" by S p a i n ' s  P r ime  
M i n i s t e r  F e l i p e  Gonzalez .  

I n  t h e  s h o r t  r u n ,  b o t h  s i d e s  b e n e f i t .  S p a i n  a g r e e d  t o  t h e  t o t a l  l i f t i n g  o f  
t h e  b l o c k a d e  on  G i b r a l t a r  imposed by t h e  l a t e  G e n e r a l  F r a n c o  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  
ago .  A s  o f  n e x t  F e b r u a r y  15 t h e r e  w i l l  be  f r ee  movement o f  people and t r a f -  
f i c  across t h e  nar row f l a t l a n d  t h a t  c o n n e c t s  G i b r a l t a r  to  t h e  S p a n i s h  main- 
l a n d  p r o v i n c e  o f  A n d a l u c i a .  T o  a g r e a t  d e g r e e ,  S p a i n ,  now a f l e d g l i n g  demo- 
c r a c y ,  ksd no c h o i c e  b u t  to  l i f t  t h e  b l o c k a d e .  Madrid hopes  to  e n t e r  t h e  
Common Market on J a n u a r y  1, 1986. G i b r a l t a r ,  of course, is  B r i t i s h  t e r r i -  
t o r y ,  and EC law r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a l l  member c o u n t r i e s  have open b o r d e r s  w i t h  
one  a n o t h e r .  

I n  r e t u r n ,  however,  t h e  B r i t i s h  n e g o t i a t o r s ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time, a g r e e d  
t h a t  t h e  t r i c k y  q u e s t i o n  o f  s o v e r e i q n t y  w i l l  be  open  i n  f u t u r e  n e g o t i a -  
tions. A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e  British have  s t r e s s e d  that " the  wishes of t he  
p e o p l e  o f  G i b r a l t a r ' '  w i l l  be  r e s p e c t e d .  A b o u t  3 0 , 0 0 0  B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t s  l i v e  
o n  G i b r a l t a r .  They a re  ove rwhe lming ly  opposed  t o  becoming S p a n i s h  c i t i z e n s  
and a re  some of t h e  most l o y a l  subjec ts  of t h e  Queen to  be found anywhere.  
S t a t e m e n t s  made by S p a n i s h  o f f i c i a l s  a f t e r  t h e  ag reemen t  were h a r d l y  com- 
f o r t i n g  to t h e  G i b r a l t a r i a n s .  Here a re  excerpts from an  a r t i c l e ,  d a t e l i n e d  
Madr id ,  which a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  November 28 issue o f  t h e  TIMES of London: 

S p a i n  emphas ized  B r i t a i n ' s  express commitment t o  n e g o t i a t e  t h e  
s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  G i b r a l t a r .  "For  us ,  t h i s  r e a l l y  opens 3 process 
- of d e c o l o n i z i n q  - t h e  -, R o c k  " t h e  S p a n i s h  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  spokesman 
said.  The s t a t e  r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  s a i d  i t  was " t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  
s i n c e  1713,  t h e  end of t h e  War of t h e  S p a n i s h  S u c c e s s i o n ,  when 
S p a i n  los t  t h e  R o c k ,  t h a t  a B r i t i s h  government  had e v e r  a g r e e d  t o  
tackle  s o v e r e i g n t y . "  ... 

- 

From G i b r a l t a r ,  S i r  J o s h u a  Hassan ,  t h e  C h i e f  M i n i s t e r ,  s p e a k i n g  
by t e l e p h o n e ,  s a i d  t h e  ag reemen t  was a n  " h o n o u r a b l e  outcome" t o  
l e n g t h y  n e g o t i a t i o n  and a f i r s t  s t ep  t o w a r d s  f r u i t f u l  cooperation 
between G i b r a l t a r  and i ts  v i c i n i t y .  However, he  r e i t e r a t e d  G i -  
b r a l t a r i a n s '  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  any n e g o t i a t i o n s  o v e r  s o v e r e i g n t y .  
"We have a lways  placed our  f a i t h  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  Government and 
p e o p l e  and w e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  d o  so." 

When t h e  S p a n i s h  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  spokesman was p r e s s e d  by Span- 
i s h  r e p o r t e r s  to s a y  e x a c t l y  what r e c o v e r i n g  s o v e r e i g n t y  meant ,  
he r e p l i e d :  "Tha t  G i b r a l t a r  becomes j u s t  one  more p i e c e  of Anda- 
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lucia, of Spain." Sir Joshua, asked to comment, said: "That's 
bloody nonsense, in my best Spanish." 

Some of the Spanish outspokenness was dismissed as being for "home consump- 
tion.' Spanish officials privately do not expect a rapid return of "the 
Rock." Admitted one: "We know we are not going to get Gibraltar back tomor- 
row. It is much rather a case of a generation." Even Sir Joshua Hassan, 
Gibraltar's chief minister, curiously declared to British television that 
Gibraltar could not be Spanish for at least a couple of generations, a 
tantamount admission that the handwriting--in Spanish--was on the wall. 
Spanish officials are also privately concerned over whether a slow-rever- 
sion process will really work. The November 28 FINANCIAL TIMES reported: 

Public opinion in Spain will, sooner rather than later, want pro- 
gress on the actual devolution of Gibraltar, with demonstrable 
gains and timetables in place of words and promises. 

British and other NATO military officials are also a bit queazy about the 
'historic process" now underway. Gibraltar is still an important naval and 
intelligence base located in a very strategic spot. Spain is now a member 
of NATO, but a very reluctant one. A majority of Spaniards, surveys reveal, 
want Spsin to pull out. What if Spain does leave NATO and extreme leftists 
should one day control the country (Franc0 battled them for four years 
during the 1936-39 civil war). The Soviets even now are frequent visitors 
to the Rock. They would love to see a Spain in sympathy with them, and in 
possession of such a potential bottleneck -- to the entire Mediterranean. 

Another Papal Reminder Concerning Europe's Roots 

On Tuesday, October 30, Pope John Paul I1 received in audience a group of 
European parliamentarians who were taking part in the Western European 
Union (WEU) conference which was being held to celebrate the thirtieth an- 
niversary of its foundation. (At this session, the WEU pushed ahead its 
proposals for greater Europeanization of European defense, as well as for 
mally lifting remaining proscriptions on West German development of offen- 
sive weaponry. See PGR, November 16, 1984.) The Pope had other things on 
his mind in addressing the WEU officials. He used the occasion to once 
again remind Europeans of their collective "soul" in Christianity. His 
comments were recorded in the November 19 Vatican semi-off icial publica- 
tion, L'OSSERVATORE ROMANO: 

"Ladies, Gentlemen, in the course of the brief extraordinary 
session of your Assembly which you are holding in Rome, you have 
desired this meeting with the Pope. I appreciate this trusting 
gesture which allows me to greet the parliamentarians who belong 
to the seven countries of the Western European Union, and to 
express to them my esteem and my encouragement for their 
important task aimed at strengthening the ties and consolidating 
the peace in this part of Europe.. . . 
"I am sure that you understand that it is not within the 
competence of the Holy See to enter into the technical, military 
and political debates that constitute the object of your meeting. 
But, on another plane, the promotion of a community structure 
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and ,  I d a r e  s a y ,  i ts  d e f e n c e ,  depend a l s o  o n  mora l  and s p i r i t u a l  
v a l u e s ,  and t h e r e ,  t h e  Church f e e l s  v e r y  much c o n c e r n e d .  have  
- a c e r t a i n  - i d e a  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  which,  though i t  may take 
c o n c r e t e  form i n  d T v e r s e  c u l t u r e s  w i t h i n  Europe  as  a whole,  d raws  
i t s  s t r e n g t h ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  f rom i m p e r a t i v e s  common t o  a l l :  
respect f o r  t h e  l i b e r t y  and t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  r i g h t s  of man, f o r  
h i s  l i f e ,  h i s  c o n s c i e n c e  and h i s  s p i r i t u a l  n e e d s ,  fo r  t h e  
v o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a m i l y . .  . t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  i n d i v i d u a l  and 
c o l l e c t i v e  egoism,  t h e  good u s e  of l i b e r t y  .... 
"Despite l i m i t a t i o n s  and f a i l u r e s  due  to  human weaknesses ,  C h r i s -  
t i a n i t y  h a s  g i v e n  t h e  p e o p l e s  of  Europe  a s e n s e  of these v a l u e s .  
I t  h a s  set  t h e i r  f o u n d a t i o n s  f i r m ;  i t  h a s  formed g e n e r a t i o n s  i n  
t h i s  way; it would l i k e  to, and it c a n ,  e v e n  t o d a y ,  a c c o m p l i s h  
t h i s  s e r v i c e .  The c i v i l i z a t i o n  to  which t h e  European  c o u n t r i e s  
a re  j u s t l y  a t t a c h e d  w i l l  be  s t r o n g ,  i t  w i l l  be  a b l e  to  d e f e n d  it- 
s e l f  from w i t h i n ,  i f  i t  keeps  i t s  soul ,  i f  i t  takes  e v e r y  measure  
to  s t r e n g t h e n  c o n v i c t i o n s  and to  e d u c a t e  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  
i m p e r a t i v e s  which I have  ment ioned .  T h i s  is  a s e r v i c e  i n  which 
t h e  Church ,  i n  which C h r i s t i a n s  take p a r t  w i t h  a l l  t h e i r  m i g h t ,  
b u t  which c o n c e r n s  a l so  a l l  men o f  good w i l l ,  a l l  t h o s e  who wish  
to  promote t h e  un ion  o f  Europe  and to  allow i t  to  m a k e  i ts  c o n t r i -  
b u t i o n  to  t h e  p r o g r e s s  of  p e a c e f u l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p s .  ..." 

B r a i n  S c i e n t i s t  A s k s  "Who Am I? Why Am I Here?" 

A r a t h e r  r e m a r k a b l e  one-page a r t i c l e  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  December 1 0 ,  1 9 8 4  U S  
NEWS & WORLD REPORT, e n t i t l e d  " S c i e n c e  Can' t E x p l a i n  'Who Am I?  Why A m  I 
Here?  ' I' I t  was w r i t t e n  by S i r  J o h n  Eccles, a Nobel  l a u r e a t e  i n  medic ine  and 
p h y s i o l o g y  and a p i o n e e r  i n  b r a i n  r e s e a r c h .  A n e u r o b i o l o g i s t ,  h e  h a s  
t a u g h t  a t  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  Great B r i t a i n ,  A u s t r a l i a  and t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  
H e  is c o - a u t h o r ,  w i t h  D a n i e l  Rob inson ,  o f  t h e  r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  book THE 
WONDER OF B E I N G  HUMAN: OUR B R A I N  AND OUR M I N D  (migh t  be a good one  to  c h e c k  
o u t ) .  Here a r e  excerpts o f  h i s  remarks: 

W e  need t o  d i s c r e d i t  t h e  b e l i e f  h e l d  by many s c i e n t i s t s  t h a t  
s c i e n c e  w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  d e l i v e r  t h e  f i n a l  t r u t h  a b o u t  e v e r y t h i n g .  
S c i e n c e  d o e s n ' t  d e l i v e r  t h e  t r u t h ;  what  i t  p r o v i d e s  a r e  
h y p o t h e s e s  i n  an  attempt t o  g e t  n e a r e r  t o  t r u t h . . . .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  many s c i e n t i s t s  and i n t e r p r e t e r s  of s c i e n c e  d o n ' t  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  l i m i t s  of t h e  d i s c i p l i n e .  They claim much more 
f o r  i t  t h a n  t h e y  s h o u l d .  They a r q u e  t h a t  someday s c i e n c e  w i l l  
e x p l a i n  v a l u e s ,  b e a u t y ,  l o v e ,  f r i e n d s h i p ,  a e s t h e t i c s  and l i t e r a r y  
q u a l i t y .  They say :  " A l l  -- of t h e s e  - w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  be  e x p l i c a b l e  
- i n  terms o f  b r a i n  pe r fo rmance .  We o n l y  have  to k n G  more about  
-- t h e  brain." T h a t  view is n o t h i n r m o r e  t h a n  a s u p e r s t i t i o n  t h a t  
c o n f u s e s  b o t h  t h e  p u b l i c  and many s c i e n t i s t s .  

M y  t a s k  a s  a s c i e n t i s t  is  t o  t r y  to  e l i m i n a t e  s u p e r s t i t i o n s  and 
to  have  u s  e x p e r i e n c e  s c i e n c e  as t h e  g r e a t e s t  human a d v e n t u r e .  
B u t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  is n o t  to c o m p l e t e l y  e x p l a i n .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  
l e a v e s  u n r e s o l v e d  - t h e  g rea t  f e a t u r e s  and v a l u e s  o f  our e x i s t e n c e .  
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- -  I have spent all m~ life workinq on the brain and know what a 
wonderful structure it is, how it gives us an immense range of 
experiences. It is also a tremendous storehouse of memories, 
which is what it's principally for. But examining the brain in 
all possible scientific ways doesn't mean that I can know why, 
when I open my eyes, I see a world of light and color. 

We live in the world of experiences, not in the world of the brain 
events. I've never seen my brain. All I know is that from morn- 
ing to night I'm living amid sound and light, touch and language, 
thought and action. This Q world, and much of it is not ex- 
plicable scientifically. Science also cannot explain the exis- 
tence of each of us as a unique self, nor can it answer such fun- 
damental questions as: -- Who am I? Why - am I here? How did I come 
to be at a certain place and time? - WhaT happens after death? 
These -- are all mysteries that are beyond science. 

Science has gone too far in breaking down man's belief in his 
spiritual greatness and has given him the belief that is 
merely an insignificant animal who has arisen by chance and ne- 
cessity-& an insignificant planet lost in the great cosmic im- 
mensity. But that does not mean that religion and science are 
necessarily at odds. Max Planck, the great physicist, was a 
practicing Catholic. Albert Einstein believed in a God of the 
cosmos.... I, myself, am a practicing Christian. To hold views 
such as mine about the mystery of existence, you don't have to be 
a religious person. The great philosopher of science Sir Karl 
Popper, with whom I have written a book on this subject, holds 
similar beliefs--and he describes himself as an agnostic. Both 
of us recognize the great wonder of existence. believe 
- -  both a material world - -  and a mental-spiritual world. 

------- 

Sir John Eccles' remarks certainly corroborate the truth about the differ- 
ence between animal brain and human mind that God inspired Mr. Armstrong to 
understand. 

--Gene H. Hogberg, News Bureau 


