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REPORT FROM THE TREASURER'S OFFICE 

After a very small increase in income for December, January started off 
very well with a 15.5% increase over the previous January. This is en- 
couraging for the beginning of a new year and is several percentage points 
above projected income. As a result, our bank balances have increased a 
little more than expected for the month. We hope and pray that this trend 
continues, or even improves. The reserves need to be higher, as I have men- 
tioned several times previously. 

We are watching departmental expenses carefully and are pleased to report 
that they were below budget for January. It is hoped that they will remain 
under budget throughout the year. 

During the recent Regional Directors Conference, most of the business mana- 
gers from the regional offices were also able to attend. On the last Friday 
of the meetings, they, along with some of the Regional Directors, were 
taken on a tour of the Accounting, Personnel and Data Processing Depart- 
ments. This gave them an opportunity to meet some of the people they regu- 
larly interface with by mail or phone. They were also able to see the other 
employees at work and to observe our data processing equipment in opera- 
tion. 

Afterward there was a seminar relating to business and financial subjects 
of interest to all. Topics covered included banking, data processing, bud- 
Wgeting, accounting and auditing. We believe this information will enable 
all offices to function more uniformly and work together as a worldwide 
team. 

During December, auditors from Arthur Andersen were on campus doing prelim- 
inary work on the 1984 audit. During January they were gone, but they have 
now returned to complete their work. Not only does this require the work of 
their staff from now through April, but also the full-time efforts of five 
employees in our General Ledger section of the Accounting Department. 
Other employees here and in the regional offices will also need to do con- 
siderable work to complete this large annual task. 

The auditors, in cooperation with our employees, will produce several cer- 
tified audits covering the Church, College, and Foundation, both for the 
United States and worldwide. 

--Leroy Neff, Treasurer 

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

Nineteen French-speaking ministers and 27 U.S. ministers and their wives 
have arrived on campus as we begin the 13th session of the Ministerial Re- 
freshing Program. We are thoroughly enjoying the lively wit and charm of 
the French-speaking ministers, just as we did the Spanish-speaking minis- 
ters preceding them. It is inspiring to realize that God has given us such 
growth that He now has ministers in various parts of the world who do not 
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speak E n g l i s h .  Y e t ,  w e  a re  a l l  u n i f i e d  t o g e t h e r  by t h e  common bond o f  God ' s  
S p i r i t ,  e v i d e n c e d  by t h e  c o m r a d e r i e  and f e l l o w s h i p  d u r i n g  t h i s  and p r e v i o u s  
s e s s i o n s .  

M r .  Herbert Armst rong  spoke t o  t h e  g r o u p  t h i s  past  Wednesday a f t e r n o o n ,  de- 
l i v e r i n g  a p o w e r f u l  and i n s p i r i n g  message  about o u r  c a l l i n g  t o  be a p a r t  of 
God 's  coming government .  H e  stressed t h a t  God h a s  n o t  cal led u s  a l l  j u s t  t o  
r e c e i v e  s a l v a t i o n .  T h e  f i r s t f r u i t s  o f  God's F a m i l y  are now t r a i n i n q  t o  
ru l e  and teach under  J e s u s  C h r i s t  i n  t h e  World Tomorrow! 

I am g l a d  to  report t h a t  Mrs. James Reyer  Is back home and f e e l i n g  b e t t e r .  
However, s h e  s t i l l  n e e d s  o u r  p r a y e r s  . f o r  i n c r e a s e d  s t r e n g t h  and her com- 
plete r e c o v e r y .  

I want t o  t h a n k  a l l  o f  you a g a i n  for your  p r a y e r s  for t h e  s u c c e s s  of t h e  re- 
c e n t  R e g i o n a l  Directors Confe rence .  A s  I men t ioned  l a s t  w e e k ,  i t  is ob- 
v i o u s  t h a t  G o d  h e a r d  t h o s e  p r a y e r s .  The p r a y e r s  of God's people are l i k e n e d  
i n  t h e  B i b l e  to  sweet i n c e n s e  coming b e f o r e  H i s  t h r o n e .  God appreciates o u r  
h e a r t f e l t ,  m e a n i n g f u l  p r a y e r s .  H e  w i l l  h e a r  u s  and  g i v e  u s  t h e  t h i n g s  w e  
a s k  f o r  i f  t h e y - a r e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  H i s  w i l l  and i f  w e  are s t r i v i n g  to  please 
H i m .  One tool t h a t  c a n  h e l p  u s  to  p r a y  more e f f e c t i v e l y  is  t h e  WORLDWIDE 
NEWS. I t  is f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y  and t h e  b r e t h r e n  to  u s e  i n  o r d e r  t o  know what  
God is do ing  t h r o u g h  H i s  Church.  I hope w e  are  t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  of t h i s  
p u b l i c a t i o n  so w e  w i l l  know what t o  p r a y  a b o u t  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y .  

Through t h e  Holy  S p i r i t ,  e a c h  o f  u s  s h o u l d  be  growing  i n  t h e  mind of C h r i s t  
and becoming more and more i n t e r e s t e d  and e x c i t e d  a b o u t  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  in -  
t e r e s t  and e x c i t e  G o d !  What is God more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r i g h t  now t h a n  = 
Church,  which is d o i n g  H i s  w o r k  on ea r th  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  coming res- 
t o r a t i o n  o f  H i s  government? A s  w e  d e v e l o p  t h e  d i v i n e  n a t u r e  o f  God (I1 P e t .  
1:4), our i n t e r e s t s  become more p r e c i s e l y  a t t u n e d  t o  t h e  needs  and growth  
of t h e  w o r k  of H i s  Church and o u r  b r e t h r e n ,  who m a k e  u p  t h e  body of C h r i s t .  
Our e a r n e s t  p r a y e r s  a b o u t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  are b e a u t i f u l  t o  God and are  cer- 
t a i n l y  h e a r d  (Matt. 7:7-11). 

P r a y e r  d o e s  m a k e  a d i f f e r e n c e !  God wan t s  u s  to  grow i n  u n i t y  o f  mind. 
S i n c e  t h e  e f f e c t u a l ,  f e r v e n t  p r a y e r  o f  a r i g h t e o u s  man a v a i l s  much, how 
much more t h e  e f f e c t u a l ,  f e r v e n t  p r a y e r s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  God ' s  b e g o t t e n  
c h i l d r e n ?  A s  w e  grow t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  - mind o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  God is able  t o  
u s e  u s  a l l  more e f f e c t i v e l y  as H i s  i n s t r u m e n t s  and  t o  bless u s  a l l  t h e  more 
i n  d o i n g  H i s  w o r k .  C o n t i n u e  to  e n c o u r a g e  and i n s p i r e  t h e  b r e t h r e n  to  seek 
God a lways  i n  f e r v e n t ,  h e a r t f e l t  p r a y e r !  As M r .  Armst rong  h a s  s a i d ,  "AS a n  
army moves on i ts  stomachs, so t h e  Church of God moves on  i ts  knees."  

I also want to  thank  e a c h  o f  you a g a i n ,  o n  b e h a l f  of M r .  Armst rong ,  for your  
ongoing s a c r i f i c e  f o r  God's Church ,  and your  f a i t h f u l n e s s  and l o y a l t y  t o  
God. God is f a i t h f u l ,  and  H e  w i l l  n o t  f o r g e t  your  l a b o r  of l o v e .  G o d  has 
c a l l e d  you t o  a g r e a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and a d i f f i c u l t  t a s k .  B u t  w i t h  i t  H e  
g i v e s  you t h e  h e l p ,  encouragement ,  and  s t r e n g t h  t h r o u g h  H i s  S p i r i t  to  c a r r y  
on. A s  G o d  g r a n t s  a d d i t i o n a l  g rowth ,  workloads n e c e s s a r i l y  i n c r e a s e .  
(Here a g a i n ,  w e  must  be p r a y i n g  t h a t  G o d  w i l l  add more l a b o r e r s  to  t h e  har- 
v e s t . )  B u t  God w i l l  see to  it t h a t  w e  h a v e  t h e  w h e r e w i t h a l  t o  accompl i sh  
t h e  j o b .  A s k  God f o r  h e l p  t o  a lways  keep your  e y e s  on  t h e  g lor ious  g o a l  H e  
h a s  set  b e f o r e  you, r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  H e  has  called you t o  teach a g r o u p  of 
t h o s e  H e  is now p r e p a r i n g  t o  -- r u l e  a l l  n a t i o n s  i n  j u s t  a few shor t  y e a r s !  
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1985 Feast of Tabernacles in China (U.S. and Canadian Ministers) 

Please remind any in your congregations who plan to apply for the 1985 Fes- 
tival tour of the People's Republic of China to send in their applications 
immediately. The Festival Office needs to have all applications in Pasa- 
dena by February 20 so we may formalize our commitment to the Chinese gov- 
ernment. Thank you for your cooperation. 

"Double Deduction" Tax Benefit Continues One More Year 

We have recently received a number of inquiries from U.S .  ministers con- 
cerning the termination of the "double deduction" tax benefit for mortgage 
interest and property tax, Under current law the benefit continues for one 
more year. To help clarify the question, we are reprinting a statement that 
appeared in the July 27, 1984 PGR. 

U . S .  ministers who are living in homes they have owned (or had a 
contract to purchase) prior to January 3, 1983 have been given 
another year to include mortgage interest and property tax as an 
itemized deduction on their income tax return. The Tax Reform 
Act of 1984 has made provision to continue the deductibility of 
these items until January 1, 1986. 

This means your "double deduction" benefit is available through 
the 1985 tax year. Even though your mortgage interest and prop- 
erty tax is paid with your housing allowance (which is exempt 
from income tax), you can still list these expenses as itemized 
deductions on your tax return. This effectively excludes another 
substantial portion of your income from income tax. 

Those ministers who purchased homes after January 2, 1983 are not 
eligible for this benefit even during the current tax year. For 
them the benefit was terminated on June 30, 1983. 

International News 

From Mr. Peter Nathan 1984 was an exciting year for God's Church in New 
Zealand and the South Pacific. It got off to a thrilling start with a five- 
day visit by God's Apostle, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong, January 4 to 9. Mr. 
Armstrong toured the Summer Educational Program and spoke to brethren in 
three locations, 

Other developments during the year included the placing of illuminated 
PLAIN TRUTH displays in the Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch airports, 
and the installation of a new IBM PC-XT computer in the Auckland office. 

On the media front, 1984 saw our first ever direct mail promotion, which 
brought an excellent 6.8% response. Four READER'S DIGEST advertisements 
brought in over 2,500 new PLAIN TRUTH subscriptions, and 368,000 newspaper 
inserts resulted in a further 4,100 requests for The PLAIN TRUTH. All told, 
16,500 new PLAIN TRUTH subscribers were added in 1984, an increase of 33.5% 
over the number added in 1983. 

The GOOD NEWS offer to two-year PLAIN TRUTH subscribers elicited a 30% re- 
sponse. This added 3,000 new GOOD NEWS subscribers, doubling its mailing 
list. 
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Mail income increased by 7.4% over 1983, third tithe by 41.2% and holy day 
offerings by 37.6%, giving an increase in total income of 16.0%. White mail 
was up 56.5%, donation mail up 6.1% and total incoming mail up 1.2%. Outgo- 
ing mail increased 18.8%. 

We're grateful to God for the fine growth He has blessed us with in 1984, 
and now we're eagerly looking forward to another productive year in 1985. 

Appreciation for Ministerial Refreshing Program I11 

Dear Mr. Armstrong: 

Sonja and I would like to express our sincere thanks for being 
able to participate in the third Ministerial Refreshing Pro- 
gramme. While sobered by the social problems facing America and 
our Israelite peoples around the world, it was so encouraging to 
receive positive instruction on how to prevent the problems from 
finding a foothold in Church congregations, and how to counsel 
those God is drawing into contact with His Church. 

Truly there is no other programme that could regularly remind us 
of our own commitment as ministers, and give us the tools to ful- 
fill our calling. We appreciate the' time and effort you, Mr. 
Tkach, and many others give to make the refresher so rewarding. 

Peter and Sonja Hawkins 

Dear Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Tkach: 

Joan and I returned home from Headquarters on a spiritual high! 
It really is a blessing to be able to come to Pasadena to drink in 
the Ambassador atmosphere and rekindle the desire to push for 
higher standards in our lives. We pray that God will give us the 
wisdom to pass on to the Churches here those things presented to 
us so well in the Refreshing Program. Our thanks to all the men 
who were involved in the presentations and a special thanks to, 
you, Mr. Armstrong, for taking the time to speak to each group of 
ministers coming to Headquarters. We know you are very dedicated 
to God, and it is much appreciated. 

Jim and Joan Tuck 

Dear Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Tkach: 

My wife and I thoroughly enjoyed and benefited greatly from the 
third Ministerial Refreshing Program in December. It is very 
fulfilling and inspiring to go to God's Headquarters on earth and 
College every two years. It should help everyone to stay close 
to the trunk of the tree, and take back the same messages. 

We were glad to see old friends and make new friends--making us 
more aware and closer to the work of God around the world! It was 
very inspiring to hear you, Mr. Armstrong, at a class lecture, 
plus two Bible studies. 

Thank you again for the fine skilled teaching efforts. The many 
hours the dedicated teams gave in arranging tours and providing 
material is appreciated. 

Ernest and Evelyn Hoyt 
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Comments From Monthly Church Reports 

From t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

C I N C I N N A T I  ( S O U T H ) ,  OH--BOB LEAGUE: Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  l a t e s t  t r i p  
to  t h e  O r i e n t  was v e r y  i n s p i r i n g  and u p l i f t i n g  t o  a l l  o f  us .  God 
c o n t i n u e s  to  g i v e  him y o u t h f u l  v i g o r  t o  do H i s  w o r k  on  ear th .  W e  
c o n t i n u a l l y  p r a y  t h a t  God w i l l  l e a d  M r .  Armstrong th rough  new 
opened d o o r s  to  f i n i s h  t h i s  g r e a t  work .  

WAUKESEIA, WI--JOEL LILLENGREEN: Members a re  v e r y  encouraged  by 
t h e  v i g o r o u s  manner i n  which M r .  Armstrong car r ies  o u t  h i s  re- 
s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  s p i t e  of p h y s i c a l  l i m i t a t i o n s .  They can  d e f i -  
n i t e l y  see God 's  hand i n  t h e  p i c t u r e .  T h e r e  is much e n t h u s i a s m  
toward t h e  PT newsstand program. 

JACKSON, %--MARC SEGALL: W e  have  a p p r e c i a t e d  M r .  T k a c h ' s  u p d a t e s  
and i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  PGR. They spark i d e a s  f o r  sermons p l u s  
keep u s  more s o l i d l y  on t rack .  P l e a s e  keep them coming. 

MJ3RIDENI CT--LARRY WOOLDRIDGE: The emphas i s  i n  t e a c h i n g  more 
a b o u t  m a r r i a g e  and f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  is d o i n g  a l o t  of  good i n  
t h i s  Church area. Many t h a n k s  t o  D r .  Zimmerman f o r  t h e  f i n e  ser- 
mon he  d e l i v e r e d .  I t  r e a l l y  was v e r y  h e l p f u l .  

WILMINGTON, DE--DAVID REGISTER: Everyone  t h o r o u g h l y  en joyed  Mr. 
Harold J a c k s o n ' s  v i s i t  from Pasadena .  I t  was v e r y  i n s p i r i n g  t o  
t h e  b r e t h r e n .  Thank you, Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Tkach,  for r e i n -  
s t i t u t i n g  t h i s  v i s i t i n g  program. The added c o n t a c t  w i t h  Pasadena  
is needed and h e l p f u l .  

ATLANTA (EAST) I @--KENNETH MARTIN: The b r e t h r e n  r e a l l y  en joyed  
M r .  J a c k s o n ' s  v i s i t  to  t h e  area. They e s p e c i a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  h i s  
e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  of God's  working w i t h  M r .  H e r b e r t  
Armstrong and how t h e  Church has grown as a r e s u l t .  

AKRON, OH--BILL JAHNS: The Church was i n s p i r e d  by Mr. D i c k  A m e s '  
v i s i t  to t h i s  area. I t  is a lways  i n s p i r i n g  to  have someone from 
H e a d q u a r t e r s  come to  t h e  local  area and g i v e  a n  update on t h e  
w o r k  of  God's Church. T h i s  h e l p s  u s  keep our  e y e s  focused  on what 
God has  c a l l e d  u s  t o  do i n  t h i s  end t i m e .  

ROANOKE, VA--ROBERT PERSKY: T h e  PMs t h a t  I a m  now d e a l i n g  w i t h  
are v e r y  d e e p l y  r e p e n t a n t .  They have  a t rue  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a t t i -  
tude - - they ' r e  hunge r ing  for t r u t h ,  r e s p o n s i v e  and f u l l  of en thu-  
siasm. A l l  t h e  new PMs who have been i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  s e r v i c e s  
have t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e  b r e t h r e n  immedia t e ly  welcomed and a c c e p t e d  . 
them and made them feel  l i k e  t h e y  were p a r t  of a b i g  f a m i l y .  

FORT WAYNE, I N - - D A M I S  McNEELY: The t w o  p u b l i c  B i b l e  lectures  
h e l d  i n  December r e s u l t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  new v i s i t  r e q u e s t s .  Many 
who a t t e n d e d  were l o n g t i m e  PMs who had n o t  responded t o  v i s i t s .  
H o p e f u l l y  t h e  lectures b rough t  them a s t e p  f u r t h e r  a long .  I fee l  
t h e  l e c t u r e s  were h e l p f u l  for t h e  local members. The topic I 
cove red  h e l p e d  them r e a f f i r m  t h e i r  commitment t o  t h e  Church. The 
n e x t  c o u p l e  of  months s h o u l d  d e t e r m i n e  how much of t h e  "sown 
seed'' w i l l  grow and bear f r u i t .  
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MUNCIE, IN--RICK BAUMGARTNER: The members appreciate and are ex- 
cited about the material that was presented at the Refreshing 
Program. Since most of the material that was given is so applic- 
able to the local area, I am trying to cover as much of it as pos- 
sible in sermons and Bible studies,. There is a genuine excite- 
ment here about Mr. Armstrong's latest travels to China and other 
parts of the Orient. 

--Joe Tkach, Ministerial Services 

UPDATE FROM MAIL PROCESSING 

Telecast Sets Another All-time WATS Record! 

The Nepal special "World Peace--Mankind's Ultimate Dilemma" received an 
all-time high 15,992 calls--76% above the 1984 average. It was the third 
record breaker within the first five weekends of this year! Previous rec- 
ord programs usually dealt with prophecy or the Christmas and Easter 
holidays, This is the first time a program not covering these topics drew 
so many calls. 

The huge response came in spite of WOR, the major cable station, preempting 
the telecast for a hockey game. We estimate that had the program aired on 
WOR, we would have had an additional 1,000 responses from viewers Sunday 
night. 

Following are some of the reasons for this exceptional response: 

0 People are genuinely concerned about the subject of peace and were in- 
trigued with the way Mr. Armstrong revealed it would come about. 

0 Mr. Armstrong took extra time to describe the publications WORLD PEACE 
--HOW IT WILL COME, HUMAN NATURE--DID GOD CREATE IT? and The PLAIN 
TRUTH magazine. In particular, a number of people noticed his refer- 
ence to The PLAIN TRUTH article "Do the Dead Know What the Living Are 
Doing?" and asked specifically for this information. 

0 New stations are airing the program and we have improved viewing times 
for other stations. 

0 Extremely cold temperatures throughout the United States probably kept 
many people indoors over the weekend. 

0 Mr. Armstrong encouraged viewers to keep calling until they got 
through. 

Mr. Armstrong's two previous telecasts, which were filmed in China, also 
did well. "Children--Key to the Future" (shown January 19-20) brought in 
8,303 calls. "What is the Cause of Man's Problems?" (shown January 26-27) 
produced 9,665. Thus, in the last three weekends, we received 33,960 calls 
in response to the telecast. 

Comments From Our Callers 

Mr. Armstrong's programs filmed in Asia brought in many favorable comments. 
Because few world leaders and other dignitaries are granted an audience 
with leaders of the governments of China and Nepal, our viewing audience 
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was e s p e c i a l l y  impressed  by t h e  w a r m  r e c e p t i o n  Mr. Armstrong r e c e i v e d .  
They a lso applauded  h i s  e f f o r t s  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  t o  t h e s e  leaders t h e  t rue  way 
to e v e r l a s t i n g  peace .  Fo l lowing  are a f e w  of t h e  comments r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  
p a s t  three w e e k s :  

I d o n ' t  know how t o  thank  you--God f i r s t ,  and t h e n  M r .  Armstrong 
--for t h e  wonder fu l ,  wonder fu l  w o r k  h e  is d o i n g  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  
t r u e  Gospel  o u t  t o  a l l  t h e  world! I watched him t h i s  morning i n  
Nepal and it j u s t  b r i n g s  tears to  my e y e s  t o  r e a l i z e  what  he is 
(and  h a s  been)  d o i n g  f o r  t h e s e  many y e a r s .  I ' m  o n  a f i x e d  income, 
b u t  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  send  what I c a n  to  h e l p .  I never  m i s s  t h e  te le-  
cas t  and I r e c e i v e  g r e a t  comfort and encouragement  from M r .  A r m -  
s t r o n g  and t h e  Worldwide C h u r c h  of God. 

O.R.  (Corpus C h r i s t i ,  TX) 

I ' v e  never  s e e n  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  it. T h i s  program h a s  b r o u g h t  a new 
d imens ion  to  my l i f e .  I d o n ' t  l e t  a n y t h i n g  keep m e  from wa tch ing  
h i s  b r o a d c a s t s !  

C.T. ( D u l u t h ,  MN) 

I t ' s  amazing t h a t  a man of M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  age  c a n  s p r e a d  t h e  
."good news" t o  places l i k e  China .  H e  h a s  a l o t  of wisdom and t h e  
d i g n i t a r i e s  there c e r t a i n l y  respect him. 

M.E. ( L a  J o l l a ,  CA) 

Today ' s  program made a l o t  of s e n s e !  W e  s h o u l d  be t e a c h i n g  c h i l -  
d r e n  t h e  " g i v e "  way when t h e y ' r e  small  and n o t  t o  a lways  be on  t h e  
r e c e i v i n g  s i d e .  O t h e r w i s e  t h e r e  won' t  be peace  i n  t h e  world t o  
come. T h e  C h i n e s e  p e o p l e  seemed v e r y  impressed  and s a t i s f i e d  
w i t h  t h e  message M r .  Armstrong b r o u g h t  them. 

R.H. (Washington,  DC) 

I t h i n k  t h a t  "The WORLD TOMORROW" is t h e  most i n f o r m a t i v e  r e l i -  
g i o u s  program on  t h e  a i r .  I t  n o t  o n l y  t e l l s  a b o u t  God, b u t  about 
t h e  wor ld  too. I t h i n k  it is a v e r y  good program f o r  my c h i l d r e n  
t o  watch so t h e y  c a n  l e a r n  a b o u t  o u r  God and have  a b e t t e r  under- 
s t a n d i n g  of t h i s  world.  

M.B. (For t  Meade, MD) 

The program today  was f a n t a s t i c .  I l o v e d  s e e i n g  what M r .  Arm-  
s t r o n g  is do ing .  I t  was e x c i t i n g  t o  see t h e  welcome t h a t  was 
g i v e n  to  h i m  by t h e  l i t t l e  C h i n e s e  c h i l d r e n .  

Mrs. W.C. (B lancha rd ,  I D )  

Great program! I c o u l d n ' t  move t h e  whole t i m e  he  was t a l k i n g .  I 
d i d n ' t  even  s w i t c h  t h e  c h a n n e l s  when t h e  b a s k e t b a l l  game came on. 
I t  was a v e r y  i n s p i r i n g  b r o a d c a s t .  D o  you have any v i d e o  t a p e s  of 
t h e  program? I ' d  l i k e  t o  h e a r  i t  a g a i n .  

T.W. (Dal las ,  TX) 

I used to  l i v e  i n  Hong Kong, as my p a r e n t s  were m i s s i o n a r i e s .  I 
was r e a l l y  impressed w i t h  t h e  program. I t  touched  home. I know 
what he was t a l k i n g  a b o u t  s i n c e  I used  t o  l i v e  t h e r e .  The program 
was e x c e l l e n t .  

R.S.  ( J o p l i n ,  MO) 
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Over 260,000 Respond to Semiannual Letter 

We were especially encouraged to find that 261,597 people responded to Mr. 
Armstrong's recent semiannual letter. The letter also resulted in 10,000 
new donors and 2,400 new co-workers. 

In the past month, we also noticed a sizable increase in requests for the 
booklet PAGAN HOLIDAYS--OR GOD'S HOLY DAYS--WHICH? This no doubt was due 
to the Christmas booklet (containing a two-page ad and reply card for the 
booklet on the holy days) which was offered in the semiannual letter. Ap- 
parently this ad piqued the curiosity of many of our subscribers who now 
want to know more about the meaning of God's holy days. 

1985-86 Calendar Being Mailed 

Just a note to let you know that "God's Sacred Calendar" for the 1985-86 
year has been printed and is currently being mailed to members worldwide. 
It should arrive in most homes before the spring festival. The theme of the 
calendar this year is "The Hearts of the Children." It is beautifully illu- 
strated with color photographs of our youth programs being conducted 
throughout the world. 

--Richard Rice, Mail Processing Center 

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

CRISIS ERUPTS IN SOUTH PACIFIC; THE "GOETZ CASE" The ANZUS defense alli- 
ance--linking Australia, New Zealand, and the United 3 tates--was plunged 
into its worst crisis on February 5 after cancellation of sea exercises 
that were to have involved the navies of the three nations in the South 
Pacific. A U.S. official in Washington said the "Sea Eagle" exercises were 
canceled because of New Zealand's refusal to grant port facilities to Amer- 
ican ships capable of carrying nuclear weapons. 

In Wellington, Prime Minister David Lange said New Zealand had no intention 
of pulling out of the three-decade-old alliance. But when asked if his 
Labor government would allow port facilities to be used by U.S. ships with 
nuclear capability, he replied: "NO, we have our policy. If they (the 
United States) make it a condition, they have made a unilateral withdrawal 
from ANZUS . I' 
New Zealand's anti-nuclear policy, which was introduced with Labor's elec- 
tion victory last July, was put to the test by the United States last week 
with its request for a port visit by the destroyer Buchanan. Wellington 
twice rejected the U.S. request because it said the ship was capable of car- 
rying nuclear weapons. The government said that a ship incapable of carry- 
ing nuclear weapons would be welcome. The New Zealand policy, which bars 
visits by any nuclear-powered or nuclear-armed ship, effectively closes its 
ports to 80 per cent of the U . S .  fleet, military experts believe. In reali- 
ty, the figure is 100 per cent since as a matter of long-standing policy the 
U.S. does not choose to inform ahead of time whether any particular ship is 
nuclear-powered or equipped, or is capable of carrying such weapons. 

New Zealand's left-wing government claims that visiting nuclear-powered or 
nuclear-armed ships make the country a nuclear target in the event of war. 
Mr, Lange's position is similar to that of several municipal councils in 
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the U . S .  and Britain which have declared their localities "nuclear-free 
zones." Mr. Lange in fact has pledged to introduce legislation soon to make 
New Zealand a nuclear-free zone. He would like to see the entire South 
Pacific declared "nuclear free.'' 

While Mr. Lange has called his government's dispute with Washington a 
"smallish issue," the U.S. is not taking it lightly at all. The State De- 
partment is concerned that such unilateral action by an ally could embolden 
anti-nuclear, anti-U.S. elements in other key countries, from Australia to 
Japan to NATO allies in Europe. 

Ironically, even though Australia's Prime Minister Bob Hawke wrote a stern 
letter to Mr. Lange warning him of the consequences of his action, he must 
tread lightly in his own country. In a rather embarrassing development on 
the eve of his current visit to Washington, Mr. Hawke had to inform the U.S. 
of his country's decision not to provide logistical support to a U.S. test 
firing of an MX missile, originally to have landed in the Tasman Sea between 
Australia and New Zealand. The generally conservative Mr. Hawke told U.S. 
officials he was under extreme pressure from the left wing of his party to 
cancel Australia's involvement in the test. The State Department avoided a 
second ANZUS crisis by relocating the test to make Australian participation 
no longer necessary. 

For a background on New Zealand's "peace activist" prime minister as well 
as what some claim to be a rather dramatic shift in New Zealand's public 
mood, here is a February 5 Reuter's report datelined Wellington, New Zea- 
land: 

Fan mail congratulating Prime Minister David Lange on his tough 
anti-nuclear stand against the United States is flooding into his 
office, his staff said today ...; As the result of Wellington's 
anti-nuclear stand, Lange finds himself the pin-up boy of peace 
qroups and many ordinary people. 

- - 

It is an image which sits well with him. The former Methodist lay 
preacher has progressed in a few years from a back-street lawyer 
among Auckland's disadvantaged to a world political figure. 
Lange speaks of the government's "moral imperative" not to back 
down. "I have very few really burning convictions in political 
life, and being opposed to nuclear armaments escalation and their 
existence is one of them," he told a press conference last week. 

Lange did not sweep to power last July on the promise of a nu- 
clear-free New Zealand. He won more by default as New Zealanders 
put aside their basic conservatism in their anxiety to be rid of 
the long-serving Sir Robert Muldoon. But once in control Lange 
has proved himself a remarkably adroit and persuasive leader, ac- 
cording to political analysts .... 
In a country in which opinion polls are relatively infrequent, it 
is impossible to judge accurately his current support on this is- 
sue. In August last year a poll showed that 58 per cent of New 
Zealanders were opposed to visits by nuclear-armed warships, 
against 30 per cent who supported them. Twelve per cent had no 
opinion. At the same time 59 per cent favored visits by nuclear- 
powered ships ... against 29 per cent who were against. 
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Lange h i m s e l f  had a p re -Chr i s tmas  p u b l i c  a p p r o v a l  r a t i n g  of 70 
per c e n t  and a n a l y s t s  b e l i e v e  h e  w i l l  be r i d i n g  even  h i g h e r  fol-  
lowing  t h e  e v e n t s  of  r e c e n t  days .  C e r t a i n l y  h i s  p o p u l a r i t y  is a t  
a n  a l l - t ime h i g h  i n  h i s  own p a r t y .  Rumblings o f  r e b e l l i o n  among 
t h e  l e f t i s t s  were s i l e n c e d  by t h e  h a r d - l i n e  s t a n d ,  and a l l  55 
o t h e r  members of t h e  government  c a u c u s  stood to  a p p l a u d  h im l a s t  
week.  

A n a l y s t s  a g r e e  t h a t  L a n g e ' s  s t a n c e  appeals to  N e w  Z e a l a n d e r s .  
T h e  isolated c o u n t r y  of j u s t  o v e r  t h r e e  m i l l i o n  people is s e e n  t o  
be  s t a n d i n g  on its pwn t w o  f e e t ,  t e l l i n  t h e  w o r l d ' s  m o s t  power- 
f u l  n a t i o n  t h a t i t  is n o t  a b o u t  to & s oved a round  o n  a p o i n t  of 

r i n c i  l e ,  t h e y  sa id .  T h e  p r e v i o u s  Labor  government  of 1972-75 '& much t h e  same f e e l i n g  when it  s e n t  a l o n e  f r i g a t e  t o  
Mururoa i n  t h e  S o u t h  Pac i f ic  to  pro tes t  a g a i n s t  F r e n c h  n u c l e a r  
t e s t i n g ,  and h e l p e d  force t h e  program underground i n  1975.  

-- - 
- ---- +- - -  
- 

The c o n s e r v a t i v e  U.S .  d a i l y  THE WALL STREET JOURNAL, as e x p e c t e d ,  took a 
r a t h e r  dim view of t h e  N e w  Zea land  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  moral p o s t u r i n g  i n  i ts Feb- 
r u a r y  6 i s s u e .  The JOURNAL'S edi tors  u rged  ' ' K i w i s "  t o  look a t  t h e  b r o a d e r  
i m p l i c a t i o n s  of their  a c t i o n s .  

A f t e r  months of hang ing  by a t h r e a d ,  i t  now appears t h a t  t h e  
ANzUS s e c u r i t y  t r e a t y  among A u s t r a l i a ,  N e w  Zea land  and t h e  U . S .  
h a s  f i n a l l y  un rave led . . . .  A f r u s t r a t e d  U . S .  may f o l l o w  t h r o u g h  o n  
its ear l ie r  t h r e a t  to s c u t t l e  ANZUS and n e g o t i a t e  a b i l a t e r a l  
pact w i t h  A u s t r a l i a .  

The demise  o f  t h i s  32-year-old t r e a t y  w o u l d n ' t  mean t h e  end of 
t h e  Wes te rn  wor ld .  B u t  n e i t h e r  would i t  be j u s t  a n o t h e r  diplo-  
matic s ideshow.  T h e  W e s t  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and P a c i f i c  n a t i o n s  i n  par- 
t i c u l a r ,  h a s  a b i g g e r  s take  i n  ANZUS t h a n  many people r e a l i z e . . . .  

Al lowing  U . S .  s h i p s  t o  dock is o n e  of t h e  f e w  o b l i g a t i o n s  under-  
t a k e n  by N e w  Zea land  as par t  of ANZUS. . . .  I n  r e t u r n ,  t h e  U . S .  
a g r e e s  to  a i d  N e w  Zea land  i f  i t ' s  a t t a c k e d ,  w h i l e  A u s t r a l i a  p l a y s  
h o s t  to  U.S .  d e f e n s e  equipment  and a submar ine  b a s e  t h a t  c o u l d  
become S o v i e t  targets  i n  a n u c l e a r  war. N e w  Zea land  t h u s  g e t s  a 
l o t  f o r  v e r y  l i t t l e .  Why s h o u l d  Amer icans  want to  de fend  a l l i e s  
who won' t s h a r e  even  a small  par t  o f  the i r  d e f e n s e ?  

And w h i l e  N e w  Zea land  i s n ' t  now t h r e a t e n e d  by anyone ,  i t ' s  impor- 
t a n t  to  remember t h a t  t h i s  d e b a t e  c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  t h e  s t e a d y  
b u i l d u p  of - t h e  S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y  - -  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c .  From modest 
f o r c e s  a d e c a d e  ago, t h e  S o v i e t s  now d e p l o y  some 825 s h i p s  o f  a l l  
d e s c r i p t i o n s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c ,  i n c l u d i n g  s h i p s  and s u b s  w i t h  nu- 
clear weapons. M r .  L a n g e ' s  s e n t i m e n t a l  dream 9 t h a t  b~ b a n n i n  
U.S. n u c l e a r  s h i E  - N e w  Zea land  - w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  wor ld  disarma! - ment. And t h e r e ' s  
a lways  t h e  c h a n c e  t h a t  some coup  i n  t h e  S o u t h  Pac i f i c  migh t  pro- 
duce  t h a t  r e g i o n ' s  f i r s t  g e n u i n e  S o v i e t  a l l y .  

A s  f o r  t h e  res t  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c ,  t h e  collapse of ANZUS would s e t  a n  
unhappy p r e c e d e n t .  I t  would m a r k  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  w e  c a n  reca l l  
t h a t  a Wes te rn  a l l y  had chosen  i n  e f f e c t  to l e a v e  a l o n g - s t a n d i n g  
d e f e n s e  a c c o r d .  A u s t r a l i a ' s  g rowing  ant i -U.S.  and a n t i - n u c l e a r  

--- B u t  w i l l  t h e  S o v i e t s  un load  t h e i r  nukes ,  - too? 
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lobby  would draw support  from t h i s  "success," and so would t h e  
p a c i f i s t  l e f t  i n  J a p a n .  

I t ' s  e x a c t l y  t h e s e  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  have  induced  most o t h e r  Pac i f i c  
c o u n t r i e s  to  q u i e t l y  u r g e  N e w  Zea land  to  change  i ts  mind. A u s -  
t r a l i a ' s  Labor  prime m i n i s t e r ,  B o b  H a w k e ,  went  so f a r  as  t o  s e n d  
a s t i f f  warn ing  t o  Mr. Lange l a s t  month. Leaked t o  t h e  press,  Mr. 
H a w k e ' s  l e t t e r  said t h a t ,  " W e  c o u l d  n o t  accept..  . t h a t  t h e  ANZUS 
a l l i a n c e  had a d i f f e r e n t  meaning and e n t a i l e d  d i f f e r e n t  o b l i g a -  
t i o n s  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  members." 

T h e  N e w  Zea land  a c t i o n  is u p s e t t i n g  t h e  leaders o f  most of t h e  i s l a n d  group- 
i n g s  o f  t h e  S o u t h  P a c i f i c .  Only  t h e  t i n y  n a t i o n  o f  Vanuatu  ( f o r m e r l y  N e w  
H e b r i d e s )  o f f i c i a l l y  supports  N e w  Zea land  i n  a d v o c a t i n g  a nuclear-weapons-  
f r e e  P a c i f i c .  

The b i g g e s t  c o n c e r n  is t h e  growing m i g h t  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  navy i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  
and I n d i a n  Oceans.  The  S o v i e t s  have  deepened  t h e  former U . S .  port  a t  Cam 
Ranh Bay i n  Vie tnam and have  s t a t i o n e d  a s i z a b l e  year - round f1,eet t h e r e .  

T h e  l e a d e r  of t h e  C o o k  I s l a n d s  government  ( a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  N e w  Zea land)  , 
S i r  Thomas Davis ,  when asked  why h e  d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  n u c l e a r - f r e e  p o l i c y ,  
s a i d :  I', cou ld  agree w i t h  i t  i f  R u s s i a  came UJ w i t h  an  e q u a l  and adequate 
proqramme. I see t h e  R u s s i a n  t h rea t  i n c r e a s i n q  d a i l y .  I see no r e a s o n  for 
u s  to  m a k e  i t  d i f f i c u l t  for ou r se lves . ' '  

--- -- - 
T 

I ' m  sure  there  w i l l  be more on t h i s  b u i l d i n g  s t o r y  i n  t h e  w e e k s  ahead. S u f -  
f i ce  it  to  s a y  t h a t  t h e  d e f e n s i v e  s h i e l d  which h a s  p r o t e c t e d  N e w  Zea land  and  
A u s t r a l i a  appears on t h e  v e r g e  o f  b e i n g  t o r n  down. 

"NO One C a l l s  f o r  J u s t i c e . . . . ' '  

One o f  t h e  more s e n s a t i o n a l i z e d  news s tor ies  of  t h e  d a y  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  case of Bernha rd  H. Goetz .  On December 22, Goetz  s h o t  four 
t e e n - a g e r s  i n  a N e w  Y o r k  C i t y  subway t r a i n .  They had demanded $5 o f  him.  
Goe tz ,  who had been a c c o s t e d  and p e r m a n e n t l y  i n j u r e d  before i n  an  a s s a u l t ,  
d i d  n o t  wait for t h e  t h r e a t  to  go f u r t h e r - - h e  j u s t  " l e t  ' e m  have  it." I t  
t u r n s  o u t  t h a t  t h e  y o u t h s ,  a l l  b l acks ,  had c o n c e a l e d  weapons on  them 
( sha rpened  s c r e w d r i v e r s ) .  A l l  f o u r  had c r i m i n a l  records. One you th  is 
p a r t i a l l y  p a r a l y z e d ,  i n  a coma and n o t  e x p e c t e d  to  l i v e .  

Goetz  used  a p i s t o l  for which he d i d  n o t  h a v e  a permit. ( H e  had applied for  
one,  c l a i m i n g  t h e  need f o r  s e l f - d e f e n s e ,  b u t  was d e n i e d . )  A Manhat tan  
g rand  j u r y  r e fused  to  i n d i c t  Goetz  on  a c h a r g e  o f  attempted murder ,  c a l l i n g  
i n s t e a d  f o r  lesser a s sau l t  c h a r g e s .  

Goetz  h a s  been e r r o n e o u s l y  dubbed,  i n  t h e  press,  t h e  "subway v i g i l a n t e . "  
H e  d i d n ' t  set o u t  to avenge a crime--he m e r e l y  wanted to  r i d e  t h e  subway. 
Goetz  h a s  e l i c i t e d  a l o t  of s u p p o r t  f rom N e w  Yorkers who d e f e n d  h i s  a c t i o n ,  
n o t i n g  how rampant crime and t h e  t h r e a t  to  l i f e  and p r o p e r t y  is on t h e  
c i t y ' s  t r a n s p o r t  network.  

I n  tapes broadcast on  N e w  Y o r k ' s  WNBC-TV Goe tz  i n s i s t e d :  "What I d i d ,  I 
t u r n e d  i n t o  a mons ter  and t h a t ' s  t h e  t r u t h , "  he  was q u o t e d  i n  t h e  tape. " I f  
most people would have  been  i n  my s h o e s  t h e y  would have  done  t h e  same t h i n g .  
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"People have to fight back. You have to, you know. As I see it, if you 
don't you're just living, you're living like a dog," he said on the tape. 
"If you corner a rat and you're about to butcher it--OK?--the way I re- 
sponded was viciously and savagely, just like a rat. In the past three 
years I have been attacked--if you count this one--1 have been attacked 
three times and threatened twice seriously. The people have to have guns 
and yet the city tells you, 'don't you dare have a gun.' The legal system 
is a farce. It's a self-serving bureaucracy." 

In his column in the January 7 issue of NEWSWEEK, George F. Will revealed 
the consequences of the breakdown of law and order in America's largest 
city: 

One of the tangled topics is the moral status of what the man did. 
The other is how to characterize the city's rejoicing. Let us 
get the easy part over by saying, straightaway, that it is wrong 
"to take the law into your own hands," and the state should have a 
monopoly on the use of violence. But such moral near absolutes 
wobble when the law seems increasingly unable to cope with crude 
violence or the community comes to feel that the state chooses 
not to act vigorously against such violence as the 12,000 felo- 
nies re orted in New York's subways the first 10 months - of 
T E E  - *-- past year.... 

Social theories and their consequences--government policies-- 
have been teaching irresponsibility: the poor are not at all re- 
sponsible for their condition, men are not responsible for the 
children they father, women are not responsible for becoming 
pregnant, criminals are not responsible for their actions. Vigi- 
lantism is an individual saying: "I've got to be responsible for 
my own safety." Vigilantism is 
business. 
justice fail on a wide scale. Public officials are right to in- 
sist that what the man did to the youths--at least three had 
criminal records--cannot be condoned. But officials should be 
shaken by the vehemence of the public's reproach, expressed in 
visceral approval of the man's deed. New York City is a welfare 
state. Its comprehensive solicitousness is expressed in hundreds 
of ways, from rent control through subsidized arts. But it has 
failed to provide an essential prerequisite of civilization-- 
safety in public places .... 

rivate enterprise in the justice - 
It is apt to occur --+ when pub ic-sector institutions of 

Many New Yorkers are angry because they believe justice is a rare 
accident. They believe that few violent criminals are caught, 
that many fewer are convicted, that most of those convicted plea- 
bargain their way to leniency. That is true. In 1983 in the city 
there were 84,043 re orted robberies. There were just 7,351 con- 
victions, all but *plea-bargaininq. There were 26,808 re- 
ported felonious assaults, just 727 convictions, all but 61 by 
plea-bargaining. Persons dependent on the subway--a nightmare of 
spray-painted graffiti that underscores the menacing environment 
of lawlessness--can become desperate. ... 
When a society becomes, like ours, uneasy about calling prisons 
penitentiaries or penal institutions, and instead calls them 
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"correctional institutions," the society has lost its bearings. 
If prisoners are "corrected," that is nice but it is an ancillary 
outcome. 

The February 8 issue of NATIONAL REVIEW had a couple of news snippets in its 
"The Week" column, which compared the remarkably different approaches to 
law and justice in the People's Republic of China to that of the United 
States: 

The Chinese claim great success for a decidedly nonliberal anti- 
crime campaign begun last year. Crime rates "plunged," says Pek- 
ing, after more than five thousand criminals were shot. "It is 
good to have some people executed," says an official communi- 
que.. . . 
In 1983 (the last year for which there are figures) there were 
five executions and 19,308 murders [in the U . S .  1. Guess which 
statistic prompted Tom Wicker [liberal columnist of the NEW YORK 
TIMES] to employ the word "bloodbath." ~ 

Correction 

Finally, a correction and an addendum to last week's "Chunnel" story. To 
set the record straight, British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and 
French President Francois Mitterrand authorized detailed studies of a chan- 
nel link at their summit conference in France at the end of November 1984, 
not "late last spring" as stated in a parenthetical insert in a TIMES of 
London article. In addition, the cost of a transchannel link is estimated 
to be $ 3 . 3  billion. 

--Gene H. Hogberg, News Eiureau 


