
*' PASTOR GENERAL'S 
TO THE MINISTRY OF THE REPORT WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD 

VOL.7, N0.16 PASADENA, CALIFORNIA APRIL 19 ,  1985 

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

W e  were a g a i n  p r i v i l e g e d  to hear M r .  H e r b e r t  Armstrong g i v e  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  
sermon on t h e  l a s t  day o f  Unleavened Bread.  A s  a lways when M r .  Armstrong 
speaks i n  t h e  Auditor ium on a Holy Day, h i s  sermon was p iped  i n t o  t h e  Impe- 
r i a l  and C o l l e g e  Gymnasiums and t h e  Recital  H a l l  v i a  c l o s e d - c i r c u i t  tele- 
v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  other t h r e e  Pasadena  c o n g r e g a t i o n s .  M r .  Armstrong gave  a 
t r u l y  i n s p i r i n g  message abou t  why G o d  h a s  c a l l e d  u s  now, o f t e n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  
h i s  new book, MYSTERY OF THE AGES. W e  are a l l  e x c i t e d l y  look ing  forward  to  
its p u b l i c a t i o n  t h i s  summer and d i s t r i b u t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  Feast  of  Taber-  
n a c l e s .  I know t h i s  book w i l l  p rove  t o  be  a n o t h e r  major s t e p  forward f o r  
G o d ' s  Church and t h e  s p r e a d i n g  of  t h e  Gospel around t h e  world. 

An a u d i o t a p e  o f  M r .  Armst rong ' s  sermon w i l l  be s e n t  o u t  to  be p layed  i n  a l l  
t h e  congrega t ions .  F r a n k l y ,  I wish you a l l  c o u l d  have been h e r e  to  see and 
hear  t h e  warmth and l o v i n g  conce rn ,  as w e l l  as  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  and power 
exuded by M r .  Armstrong. W e  a l l  d e e p l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  example 
o f  f a i t h f u l  s e r v i c e  to  G o d  se t  by M r .  Armstrong. Thank you for your c o n t i n -  
ued p r a y e r s  f o r  h i s  s t r e n g t h ,  h e a l t h  and i n s p i r a t i o n  i n  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  com- 
miss ion  of G o d ' s  end-time Church.  

I also want to  mention how much I appreciate,  as Mr. Armstrong c e r t a i n l y  
does,  t h e  f i n e  j o b  t h e  m i n i s t r y  is doing .  You church  p a s t o r s ,  c a r r y i n g  t h e  
weighty r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for t h e  s p i r i t u a l  h e a l t h  and wel l -be ing  of t h e  local  
congrega t ions ,  are of  g r e a t  and special  v a l u e  i n  God's s i g h t .  You as- 
sociate and a s s i s t a n t  p a s t o r s  have t h e  special  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a c t i n g  as  
s u p p o r t s ,  backups,  h e l p s  and r e f l e c t i o n s  o f  your pastors. You are a b l e ,  by 
t h e  way you perform your d u t i e s ,  to  i n c r e a s e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h e  men 
under whom you s e r v e .  And you local church  e l d e r s  p r o v i d e  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  of 
a god ly  example which forms a s o l i d  par t  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  a local con- 
g r e g a t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  you wives p r o v i d e  t h e  q u i e t  support, encouragement and 
g e n t l e  prod t h a t  g i v e s  your husbands t h e  added a b i l i t y  t h e y  need t o  remain 
close to God, f a i t h f u l  and d i l i g e n t  i n  H i s  s e r v i c e .  Your role i n  God's e y e s  
is o f  paramount importance!  R e a l i z e  t h a t  your husbands '  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  c a n  
be g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  by your example and love .  

The job a l l  o f  you are doing  is n o t  easy .  The s t r e s s  on you and your fami- 
l i e s  is n o t  easy .  The burdens  of o t h e r s  you are asked  to  c a r r y  are n o t  e a s y  
e i t h e r .  Bu t  t h e  supreme power o f  God's Holy S p i r i t ,  which God H i m s e l f  h a s  
g iven  you, m a k e s  it p o s s i b l e  to endure  t h e  t r i a l s ,  problems, h e a r t a c h e s ,  
weaknesses and d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  are  par t  and parcel t o  your c a l l i n g  as  a 
m i n i s t e r .  God's  S p i r i t  e n a b l e s  you t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  h igh  c a l l i n g  H e  has  g i v e n  
you! Don ' t  allow y o u r s e l f  to  become a c a s u a l t y  i n  t h e  
s p i r i t u a l  war t h a t  w e  must a l l  f i g h t .  A s  P a u l  t o l d  Timothy, "S t i r  u t h e  
g i f t  o f  G o d  which is i n  you" (I1 Tim. 1 :6 ,  RAV). And as Je sus  s a i d ,  "EBe of 
good cheer, I have overcome t h e  world" ( John  16:33, RAV). I t  is t h a t  same 
Jesus, who l i v e s  H i s  l i f e  i n  u s  t h rough  t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  u s  
to  overcome. W e  each ---- have what it takes .  N o t  o f  o u r s e l v e s ,  of  course, b u t  
from God who made u s  and called us.  L e t ' s  p r a y  f o r  one a n o t h e r .  

So u s e  t h a t  S p i r i t .  
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S i n c e  s e v e r a l  new local church  e l d e r s  have been o r d a i n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  pas t  
y e a r ,  I though t  i t  would be  good t o  ment ion  a g a i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  M r .  Armstrong 
made a number of  y e a r s  ago r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  paying  o f  t h i r d  t i t h e .  M r .  Arm- 
s t r o n g  d e c i d e d ,  as r e p o r t e d  by M r .  Rod Mered i th  i n  t h e  March 7, 1972 MINIS- 
TERIAL BULLETIN, t h a t  local church  e l d e r s  are = r e q u i r e d  t o  pay t h i r d  
t i t h e .  I might  also add,  s i n c e  some have a sked ,  t h a t  i f  an e l d e r  wishes  t o  
c o n t i n u e  paying  t h i r d  t i t h e ,  he is c e r t a i n l y  f r e e  to  d o  so. B u t  it is n o t  
r e q u i r e d ,  and he shou ld  n o t  f e e l  g u i l t y  or bad i n  any way i f  he  does  no t .  
A s  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  a forement ioned  MINISTERIAL BULLETIN, "... a number o f  t h e s e  
men d e f i n i t e l y  g i v e  enough o f  themselves  i n  u s i n g  t h e i r  cars,  homes, t i m e  
and e n e r g i e s  i n  v i s i t i n g ,  a n o i n t i n g  and s e r v i n g  God's peop le  t h a t  they  more 
than  make up  f o r  what t h i s  would amount t o  anyway." 

Mr. Armstrong o f t e n  ment ions  t h a t  he p r a y s  d a i l y  f o r  a l l  o f  u s  i n  t h e  minis-  
t r y .  L e t ' s  each remember him i n  t h e  same way. 

Recent O r d i n a t i o n s  

The  f i r s t  day o f  Unleavened Bread was an e s p e c i a l l y  j o y f u l  Holy Day for 
s e v e r a l  men. Ra i sed  to pastor rank was M r .  Maurice Y u r k i w ,  of t h e  
Saska toon ,  Canada c o n g r e g a t i o n .  Messrs. P a u l  Shumway, s e r v i n g  t h e  Olympia, 
Washington c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  and Douglas Winna i l ,  who s e r v e s  t h e  P rov idence ,  
Rhode I s l a n d  and Bos ton ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  c o n g r e g a t i o n s ,  were b o t h  r a i s e d  t o  
p reach ing  elder. Ordained as  local  church  elders were t h e  f o l l o w i n g  men: 
Messrs. George B e l l ,  J r . ,  Hammond, I n d i a n a ;  S t e v e  Burns ,  Midland, Texas;  
John C o c o ,  Chicago (West), I l l i n o i s ;  Gregory Gr iswold ,  Hammond, I n d i a n a ;  
David H a t m a k e r ,  Hammond, I n d i a n a ;  J o h n  Isola ,  Pennsauken, N e w  J e r s e y ;  M e l -  
v i n  S p a n g l e r ,  Denver ( W e s t ) ,  Colorado; and J o h n  T u r n e r ,  S t .  Joseph ,  M i s -  
sour i. 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N e w s  

From M r .  S t a n  B a s s  The y e a r  1985 h a s  g o t t e n  o f f  to  a r a t h e r  f a s t  s t a r t  for 
God's Church i n  t h e  Car ibbean .  Ad r e s p o n s e s  f o r  J a n u a r y  were up 42% ove r  
J a n u a r y  1984, w h i l e  i n  Februa ry ,  r e s p o n s e s  were 61% above F e b r u a r y  1984. 
T h i s  t r e n d  c o n t i n u e d  through March. 

I n  most o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s  t h e  same upward t r e n d  is seen.  Whi te  mail year- to-  
d a t e  is up 21%. Donat ion m a i l  year - to-da te  is up 25%. However, r e g u l a r  
mail is down 19%. 

For t h e  p a s t  y e a r  and a h a l f ,  t h e  o f f i c e  here i n  San J u a n  h a s  been t a k i n g  
c a l l s  i n  r e sponse  to t h e  telecast. The o p e r a t i o n  has  been enhanced by mak- 
ing  u s e  of  t h e  new phone system, which c o n t r o l s  t h r e e  l i n e s .  Though t h e  
number of  ca l l s  has  n o t  been overwhelming, 174 r e s p o n s e s  from "The WORLD 
TOMORROW" program on WSVI (S t .  C r o i x )  and W S J U  ( P u e r t o  R i c o )  have been pro- 
ces sed  so f a r  t h i s  y e a r .  Across t h e  r e g i o n ,  w e  have r e c e i v e d  more t h a n  
2,100 r e sponses  year - to-da te  from n i n e  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s .  

Mr. Armstrong has  g i v e n  u s  a p p r o v a l  to  m a k e  c e r t a i n  c u t b a c k s  i n  o u r  news- 
s t a n d  program, which had grown q u i t e  l a r g e  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  o u r  PLAIN TRUTH 
s u b s c r i b e r  l ist .  T h i s  w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  n o t a b l e  s a v i n g s  i n  o u r  p u b l i s h i n g  
b i l l .  W e  w i l l  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e  t h e  newsstand program i n  t h e  Bahamas, P u e r t o  
R i c o  and t h e  V i r g i n  I s l a n d s .  

There  h a s  been a marked i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number o f  l e t t e r s  r e q u i r i n g  a per -  
s o n a l  response .  The year - to-da te  t o t a l  is 206,  f o r  an ave rage  monthly re- 
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sponse of almost 70 l e t te rs .  T h i s  compares t o  an average  of  abou 20 le,- 
ters  per  month f o r  1984. T h i s  t h r e e f o l d  i n c r e a s e  is handled by us ing  a 
micro-computer f o r  word-processing f u n c t i o n s .  Many of t h o s e  who write u s  
i n d i c a t e  a d e s i r e  t o  d o n a t e  to  G o d ' s  w o r k  or be  involved  i n  some way. For  
example, one man wanted to  j o i n  u s  h e r e  i n  P u e r t o  R i c o  to  h e l p  u s  preach  t h e  
Gospel. A s  many as h a l f  write a g a i n  sometime l a t e r  f o r  v a r i o u s  r easons .  
T h i s  is ve ry  encouraging  to a l l  concerned.  The PC depar tment  a n t i c i p a t e s  
f u r t h e r  growth as w e  c o n t i n u e  o u r  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  Car ibbean  reg ion .  

Of t h e  Churches and B i b l e  s t u d i e s  p a s t o r e d  from t h e  Regional  O f f i c e ,  Pass- 
over  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  be  h e l d  i n  Ant igua  and Dominica. [ T h i s  r e p o r t  was d a t e d  
March 31. I The members i n  S t .  C r o i x ,  S t .  Thomas, Cayman I s l a n d s ,  B r i t i s h  
V i r g i n  I s l a n d s  and S t .  K i t t s  w i l l  a l l  obse rve  Passove r  and t h e  Days of  Un- 
leavened  Bread i n  t h e i r  own homes. A s  t i m e  goes  on, and a s  w e  have more 
m i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  w e  hope to  be  a b l e  t o  ho ld  f e s t i v a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  
many of  these i s l a n d s .  

W e  are look ing  forward to  t h e  s e r v i c e s  of  a new m i n i s t e r i a l  t r a i n e e ,  
Michael M i t c h e l l ,  who w i l l  be r e t u r n i n g  t o  Jamaica, h i s  n a t i v e  home, where 
he w i l l  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  local church  f o r  t h e  summer. Af t e rwards ,  M r .  M i t c h e l l  
w i l l  r e t u r n  to  Ambassador C o l l e g e  f o r  h i s  s e n i o r  year .  

Comments From Monthly Church Reports 

From t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  

LEGASPI CITY--DIONISIO CATCHILLAR: The  b r e t h r e n  a re  v e r y  e x c i t e d  
about  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  M i n i s t e r i a l  E d u c a t i o n  Program (conducted by 
Mr. B l a c k w e l l )  f o r  G o d ' s  m i n i s t r y  h e r e  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  I a l -  
so a p p r e c i a t e  ve ry  much t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  and p r i v i l e g e  of being 
a b l e  t o  have Ambassador C o l l e g e  classes r i g h t  h e r e  i n  t h e  P h i l i p -  
p i n e s  under one of t h e  t o p  e v a n g e l i s t s .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  thank M r .  
H e r b e r t  Armstrong through M r .  Guy A m e s  f o r  approving  t h i s  kind of 
t r a i n i n g  f o r  God's m i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  I a m  g r a t e f u l  
to  be working as a member o f  t h e  team i n  backing  up God's chosen 
a p o s t l e  i n  doing  H i s  work .  

TACLOBAN CITY--FELIPE CASING: W e  are l e a r n i n g  a g r e a t  d e a l  from 
M r .  Dean B l a c k w e l l  i n  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  Educa t ion  Program t h a t  is 
underway i n  Baguio City--not j u s t  i n  our  d o c t r i n e s  b u t  i n  o t h e r  
t h i n g s .  I ' m  t a k i n g  t h e  s t u d i e s  s e r i o u s l y  and s o b e r l y  f o r  t h e  ad- 
vancement of my knowledge of God's Word and how to  impar t  it t o  
God's people  as  w e l l .  

QUEZON CITY--PEDRO MELENDEZ: Death o f  one member's c h i l d ,  s i c k -  
n e s s e s  and marital  problems were encoun te red  t h i s  month, b u t  mem- 
bers' a t t i t u d e s  have been v e r y  f i n e  and y i e l d e d  to  God. Al ready  
t h e  lectures which w e  m i n i s t e r s  are r e c e i v i n g  from M r .  Dean 
B l a c k w e l l ' s  M.E.P. ( M i n i s t e r i a l  Educa t ion  Program) have he lped  i n  
upgrading t h e  q u a l i t y  of o u r  p a s t o r a l  c o u n s e l i n g s  w i t h  members 
and p r o s p e c t i v e s .  

DAVAO CITY--VICTOR LIM: At tendance  seems to  be on t h e  upswing, 
wi th  f i g u r e s  exceeding  100. T h i s  is due to an  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  
number o f  new peop le  be ing  b rough t  i n  as  a r e s u l t  of  PLAIN TRUTH 
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c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  t h i s  area, as  w e l l  as  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  p o w e r f u l  
telecasts. 

CAGAYAN DE ORO--JESSUP BAHINTING: The  t a p e d  message of D r .  C l i n t  
Zimmerman w a s  v e r y  t i m e l y .  F a m i l y  problems u s u a l l y  a r i s e  b e c a u s e  
b o t h  t h e  husband and t h e  w i f e  d o  n o t  know, and do n o t  f u l f i l l ,  t h e  
t h i n g s  t h e y  have promised  to e a c h  o t h e r .  I look fo rward  to  t h e  
long- te rm e f f e c t  o f  t h e  message o n  t h e  b r e t h r e n .  Thanks  to  D r .  
2 immerman. 

LILOAN--FELIPE CASING:  A long- t ime Church member was bed-r i dden  
for more t h a n  a month due to  a c o m p l i c a t e d  i l l n e s s .  Twice he h a s  
had relapses; o n c e  h e  reached t h e  p o i n t  of d y i n g  d u e  to  a h i g h  
f e v e r .  H e  was a n o i n t e d  twice and w a i t e d  p a t i e n t l y  for God t o  
h e a l  him. T h i s  past  S a b b a t h ,  he  a t t e n d e d  s e r v i c e s  w i t h  h i s  w L f e  
--all smiles, l o o k i n g  back w i t h  wonder on  t h e  miracle. R e a l l y ,  
God does hea l  today!  

ZAMBOANGA--BERNARD0 ROSARIO: The  y o u t h  of t h e  Church ( a g e s  1 0  t o  
20)  are becoming more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Church d o c t r i n e .  They are 
s u b m i t t i n g  many q u e s t i o n s  d u r i n g  B i b l e  s t u d y  i n  t h e  areas o f  
Church d o c t r i n e ,  d a t i n g  and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  
o u t s i d e  t h e  Church. 

BUTUAN CITY--JESSUP BAHINTING: Dur ing  t h e  p r e v i o u s  three d a y s  
t h e r e  was a s t r o n g  r a i n  t h a t  c a u s e d  some o f  t h e  members to  s t a y  
home d u r i n g  t h e  S a b b a t h  because of damaged b r i d g e s  and roads. 
The  f o l l o w i n g  day ,  w e  v i s i t e d  a p r o s p e c t i v e  member i n  S a n  Miguel ,  
S u r i g a o  d e l  S u r ,  b u t  w e  had to  l e a v e  t h e  S u z u k i  a b o u t  1 2  k i l o -  
meters from San  Miguel  b e c a u s e  t h e  road was f l o o d e d .  W e  t o o k  a 
banca  ( canoe )  and t r a n s f e r r e d  to  a j e e p n e y  twice to  reach t h e  
place. God is no respecter of p e r s o n s .  H e  ca l l s  people i n  e v e r y  
w a l k  of l i f e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h i s  woman l i v i n g  i n  t h i s  remote p l a c e .  

--Joseph Tkach,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

PUBLISHING SERVICES UPDATE 

Newsstand D i s t r i b u t i o n  T a k e s  Off i n  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Area 

PLAIN TRUTH newsstand d i s t r i b u t i o n  h a s  t a k e n  a quantum leap  i n  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  
m e t r o p o l i t a n  area o v e r  t h e  past  few y e a r s !  T h i s  major m e t r o p o l i t a n  area 
has  t h e  l a rges t  household  c o u n t  of any i n  t h e  U n i t e d  States .  And y e t  o n l y  
r e c e n t l y  have w e  been a b l e  t o  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  p e n e t r a t e  t h i s  l a r g e  market 
w i t h  t h e  message of C h r i s t ' s  Gospel. 

With t h e  a d v e n t  of t h e  d i s p l a y  i s l a n d  program i n  major commuter c e n t e r s  
such  as Grand C e n t r a l  S t a t i o n ,  Penn S t a t i o n ,  etc. and t h e  s u p e r m a r k e t  pro- 
gram i n  o v e r  500 stores t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  area, t h o u s a n d s  are  now b e i n g  g i v e n  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to p i c k  up, read and s u b s c r i b e  t o  T h e  PLAIN TRUTH magazine.  
I n  1984 a l o n e ,  o v e r  1.5 m i l l i o n  copies were d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t h i s  e i g h t -  
church  r e g i o n  (Manhat tan,  Brook lyn ,  Queens ,  Long I s l a n d  E a s t  and West, 
W e s t c h e s t e r ,  Midd le ton  and Un ion) .  

To i l l u s t r a t e  how p e n e t r a t i o n  h a s  i n c r e a s e d ,  i n  1980 t h e  Manhat tan  Church 
area p e n e t r a t i o n  stood a t  o n l y  1%. Today it is close t o  11%! I n  1984, a 
h a n d f u l  o f  members i n  t h a t  one c o n g r e g a t i o n  a l o n e  d i s t r i b u t e d  n e a r l y  
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325,000 c o p i e s  i n  s u p e r m a r k e t s ,  E l s o n ' s  G i f t  Shops  and on  t h e  d i s p l a y  
i s l a n d s .  T h i s  one  i l l u s t r a t i o n  is a c t u a l l y  a n  example o f  what h a s  been  
happening i n  many areas t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o v e r  t h e  past  few 
y e a r s .  The Gospel is b e i n g  p r e a c h e d  more p o w e r f u l l y  t h a n  a t  any p r e v i o u s  
t i m e ,  t h a n k s  to t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  you c h u r c h  pastors and t h o u s a n d s  of 
church  members, and t o  t h e  great  God who makes  it a l l  possible. 

PT Newsstand Growth C o n t i n u e s  Amid Commercial Magazine D e c l i n e s  

Latest  reports r e g a r d i n g  consumer magazine  sales  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  o v e r  58% o f  
consumer magazines  show a d e c l i n e  i n  newss tand  c i r c u l a t i o n ,  and almost 40% 
show a loss i n  t o t a l  c i r c u l a t i o n .  Over h a l f  o f  t h e  magazine i n d u s t r y  re- 
ports t h a t  sales have  d e c l i n e d .  S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  magaz ines  such  as FAMILY 
CIRCLE, TV G U I D E ,  GOOD HOUSEKEEPING and LIFE a l l  showed s u b s t a n t i a l  news- 
s t a n d  d e c l i n e s  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  par t  of 1984. 

T h i s  a l l  comes a t  a t i m e  when The  PLAIN TRUTH h a s  been  growing s t e a d i l y  i n  
t o t a l  c i r c u l a t i o n ,  and h a s  been  i n c r e a s i n g  i n  newss tand  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  Even 
though r e s p o n s e  f o r  new s u b s c r i p t i o n s  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  newsstand e d i t i o n  
was somewhat down for t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  of 1984, t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of 1985 
h a s  i n d i c a t e d  a n  upswing i n  newsstand r e s p o n s e s .  

--Ray Wright ,  P u b l i s h i n g  S e r v i c e s  

UPDATE FROM MAIL PROCESSING 

Recent  Mail T r e n d s  

For t h i s  w e e k ' s  report, w e  would l i k e  to  p r e s e n t  someth ing  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r -  
e n t .  Each month, w e  s end  an  u p d a t e  to M r .  Armstrong and key d e p a r t m e n t  
heads,  which g i v e s  them a n  ove rv iew of comments and t r e n d s  from t h e  mail and 
phone ca l l s .  Al though t h i s  r e p o r t  is l o n g e r  t h a n  most of our  updates for  
t h e  PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, w e  t h o u g h t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  would b e  of 
i n t e r e s t  to  you. The  f o l l o w i n g  is t h e  report for March. 

The t e n  most commented on  s u b j e c t s  were a s  f o l l o w s :  (Note: The  
f i g u r e s  g i v e n  refer o n l y  to mail  comments, n o t  t o t a l  r e s p o n s e s . )  

Order S u b j e c t  Tota l  % of To ta l  

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10 . 

The PLAIN TRUTH 
T e l e v i s i o n  
M r .  Armst rong ,  G e n e r a l  Comments 
The GOOD NEWS 
L i t e r a t u r e  
Cor re spondence  Course  
Church/Work 
T i t h i n g  
Co-worker  L e t t e r  ( F e b r u a r y  25) 
Sermon Tapes 

346 
165 
133 
123 
116 
64 
33 
32 
28 
20 

S i g n i f i c a n t  T r e n d s  and Comments o f  I n t e r e s t  

M r .  Armstrong 

28.7% 
13.7% 
11.0% 
10.2% 
9.6% 
5.3% 
2.7% 
2.7% 
2.3% 
1.7% 

W e  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e c e i v e  many l e t t e r s  e n c o u r a g i n g  M r .  Armst rong  and 
a s s u r i n g  h i m  o f  c o n s t a n t  p r a y e r s  for h i s  h e a l t h ,  e y e s i g h t  and 
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con t inued  s t r e n g t h .  O t h e r s  s ta te  t h a t  t hey  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e  and 
are convinced  t h a t  he is be ing  i n s p i r e d  and used d i r e c t l y  by God. 
One reade r  a d m i t t e d ,  "I have more f a i t h  i n  Mr. Armstrong t h a n  i n  
my own church!" 

S e v e r a l  d e s c r i b e d  p e r s o n a l  changes  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  b rough t  abou t  
by t h e i r  c o n t a c t  w i t h  God's a p o s t l e .  For  example, a former alco- 
h o l i c  wrote, "I owe it a l l  t o  you f o r  s t a r t i n g  m e  on t h e  r i g h t  
p a t h  aga in .  Keep up t h e  good w o r k  and maybe h e l p  a n o t h e r  l i k e  
me .  " 

A mother wrote t h a t  bo th  h e r  19-month-old baby and h e r  f r i e n d ' s  
15-month-old seem to  r e c o g n i z e  M r .  Armstrong and are e x c i t e d  when 
t h e y  see h i s  p i c t u r e .  

Feb rua ry  Co-worker  Letter 

The F e b r u a r y  l e t t e r  b rough t  i n  t h e  h i g h e s t  r e sponse  i n  s e v e r a l  
months and many e x c e p t i o n a l  comments. One co-worker s a i d  it was 
" t h e  most encouraging  l e t te r  I ' v e  r e c e i v e d . "  O t h e r s  said t h e y  
were reminded of  t h e  approaching  f u l f i l l m e n t  of major prophecies, 
and s t i r r e d  t o  s e e k  a closer r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  God. 

Many a lso mentioned t h e y  were e a g e r l y  l o o k i n g  forward t o  M r .  
Armst rong ' s  new book MYSTERY OF THE AGES, and would p r a y  f o r  i t s  
s u c c e s s f u l  comple t ion .  

Members and co-workers o f t e n  comment t h a t  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  are  a 
c r i t i c a l  l i n k  between themselves  and h e a d q u a r t e r s .  They thank 
M r .  Armstrong f o r  t a k i n g  t i m e  o u t  o f  h i s  busy s c h e d u l e  t o  wri te  
them. 

Telecast 

V i e w e r s  c o n t i n u e  . t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  t r u t h  Mr. Armstrong speaks .  
One s a i d ,  "I know deep  down i n  my h e a r t  t h a t  h e  is t e l l i n g  t h e  
t r u t h . "  Another  added, " I t ' s  l i k e  s e e i n g  l i f e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e - - f i n a l l y  e v e r y t h i n g  m a k e s  sense ."  

W e  heard  from s e v e r a l  p r i s o n e r s  who e n j o y  t h e  program. One s a i d  
t h a t  a group of  i nma tes  were d i s c u s s i n g  r e l i g i o u s  shows when t h e  
telecast came on. But  a f t e r  a w h i l e ,  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  was drawn 
to what M r .  Armstrong was s a y i n g ,  and t h e y  watched t h e  res t  of 
t h e  program i n  s i l e n c e .  

The Young Ambassadors e n t e r t a i n m e n t  b rough t  an e n t h u s i a s t i c  
response .  Many d e s c r i b e d  it as d e l i g h t f u l  and u p l i f t i n g .  Some 
s a i d  it was t h e  b e s t  youth program t h e y  had e v e r  seen .  S e v e r a l  
r eques t ed  v i d e o t a p e s  of  t h e  telecast. Comments inc luded :  "The 
s m i l i n g  boys and g i r l s  i n d i c a t e d  to u s  t h a t  t h e y  have found a way 
of l i f e  t h a t  is j u s t  abou t  i d e a l . "  "My l i t t l e  boy w i l l  soon be  
t h r e e  and he  s a t  b e s i d e  m e  and watched t h e  e n t i r e  program w i t h o u t  
a sound." An e l d e r l y  l a d y  was so impressed wi th  t h e  te lecast ,  
s h e  c a l l e d  s e v e r a l  ne ighbors  to t e l l  them it  was on. 



PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, APRIL 1 9 ,  1985 PAGE 7 

Literature  

Our b o o k l e t s  and o t h e r  p u b l i c a t i o n s  are l e a d i n g  p e o p l e  toward 
p o s i t i v e  changes  and a new way o f  l i f e .  S e v e r a l  remarked how 
they  have r e c e i v e d  needed g u i d a n c e  w i t h  problems such  as alcohol- 
i s m  and marital d i f f i c u l t i e s .  One i n d i v i d u a l  s a i d  o u r  material 
had " fundamen ta l ly  changed t h e  course o f  my l i f e . "  Another  who 
r ece ived  some b o o k l e t s  w h i l e  s e r i o u s l y  ill s a i d ,  "I w i l l  be  a 
d i f f e r e n t  p e r s o n  when I r e t u r n  t o  my work  place." 

A woman who r e c e n t l y  los t  her  mother wrote t h a t  o u r  b o o k l e t  LIFE 
AFTER DEATH? had p u l l e d  h e r  t h rough  it. Another  said,  " I ' m  s t i l l  
wi th  my p a i n  and g r i e f ,  b u t  now I have a hope to see my be loved  
husband a t  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n . "  

The PLAIN TRUTH 

Let ters  p r a i s i n g  The P L A I N  TRUTH came from people of  a l l  a g e s  and 
backgrounds.  A r e t i r e d  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  s a i d  he is 
be ing  " reeduca ted  aga in ."  A t e e n a g e r  concluded  t h a t  "it is t h e  
i d e a l  magazine f o r  people o f  a l l  a g e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  teenagers . "  An 
e l d e r l y  l a d y  wrote, "I am a lone .  Your magazine is company to  
m e . . . l i k e  having a pe r son  i n  t h e  house." 

S e v e r a l  people came across The PLAIN TRUTH i n  unusua l  ways: ''1 
found [ your magaz ine ]  i n  t h e  t r a s h .  I t ' s  l i k e  a miracle! I t ' s  
wha t  I ' v e  been look ing  for a l l  my l i f e ! "  Another  reader was a t -  
t end ing  a f a m i l y  r eun ion  a t  a C a l i f o r n i a  r e s t a u r a n t  when someone 
i n  t h e  p a r t y  n o t i c e d  a PLAIN TRUTH had been l e f t  on a nearby 
chair .  T h e  f a m i l y  a l l  s h a r e d  and en joyed  t h e  magazine and s e v e r -  
a l  now want s u b s c r i p t i o n s .  

Many appreciate t h e  c h i l d r e a r i n g  series and c o n s i d e r  t h e  informa- 
t i o n  v i t a l  to t h e i r  effor ts  as p a r e n t s .  One woman passed  a l o n g  a 
few of  t h e  ar t ic les  to  h e r  co-workers, many o f  whom have small 
c h i l d r e n  or are e x p e c t i n g .  

The GOOD NEWS 

M r .  Armst rong ' s  "Pe r sona l s "  drew t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  comments t h i s  
month. Many people thanked him f o r  h e l p i n g  them to  s o l v e  t h e i r  
p e r s o n a l  problems. 

Of t h e  March "Personal--Let  God F i g h t  Your B a t t l e s , "  r e a d e r s  
wrote: "For y e a r s  I ' v e  f o u g h t  my own b a t t l e s - - n o t  winning any. 
I t ' s  good to know my b a t t l e s  are God's and H e  w i l l  win them f o r  
me .  " "When I read  t h e  a r t ic le ,  I r e a l i z e d  God c a r e d  a f t e r  a l l ,  
and was r e a l l y  answer ing  my p r a y e r s . "  "I a p p l i e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  
of t h e  a r t ic le  and my problems d imin i shed . "  

The P e r s o n a l  f o r  A p r i l - - " H o w  Your F i n a n c i a l  F u t u r e  Is  Determined" 
i n s p i r e d  one man, among o t h e r s ,  to  pay h i s  t i t h e s  immediately and 
t r u s t  God t o  see him through.  A w e e k  l a t e r ,  he  wrote a g a i n  and 
confirmed t h a t  God had f u l f i l l e d  H i s  promise and t h a t  a l l  h i s  
needs had been met. Another man who was r e c e n t l y  unemployed f o r  
t h e  second t i m e  i n  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  said t h e  a r t i c l e  " s t r u c k  home 
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l i k e  a l i g h t n i n g  b o l t "  and t h a t  he was now de termined  to  g e t  h i s  
l i f e  "on t h e  r i g h t  track." 

--Richard R i c e ,  Mail P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

CRITICAL SUMMIT AHEAD; SOUTH AFRICA HYSTERIA A t  t h e  upcoming annua l  seven- 
n a t i o n  economic summit, to  be  h e l d  t h i s  y e a r  i n  Bonn on J u n e  2-4, t h e  t h r e a t  
of  g l o b a l  t r a d e  war is bound to b e  a dominant  i s s u e .  The l e a d e r s  of B r i -  
t a i n ,  F rance ,  West Germany, I t a l y ,  J a p a n ,  Canada and t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  w i l l  
make  expec ted  ca l l s  f o r  expanding f r e e  t r a d e  w h i l e  i s s u i n g  d i r e  warn ings  
a g a i n s t  import r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  such  as echoed r e c e n t l y  i n  t h e  h a l l s  of Con- 
g r e s s .  

L a s t  y e a r ' s  economic summit i n  London was a r a t h e r  d u l l  a f f a i r ;  s i n c e  t h e n  
t r a d e  f r i c t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  between t h e  U.S. and J a p a n ,  have r i s e n  alarm- 
ing ly .  While it is p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  i n  Bonn cool heads  w i l l  p r e v a i l ,  below 
t h e  s u r f a c e  t h e  problems w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  fester.  I n  THE WALL STREET JOUR- 
NAL, l a s t  November 6, W i l l i a m  R. C l i n e ,  s e n i o r  f e l l o w  a t  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Economics i n  Washington wrote: 

The f a c t  is t h a t  p r o t e c t i o n  h a s  been on t h e  r ise  f o r  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  now. I n  t h e  past ,  s u c c e s s i v e  postwar n e g o t i a t i o n s  s h a r p l y  
reduced t a r i f f s  from t h e i r  p r o h i b i t i v e  (Smoot-Hawley) l e v e l s  of 
t h e  1930s. The Kennedy Round i n  t h e  1960s succeeded i n  r educ ing  
t h e  t a r i f f  w a l l  around t h e  European Common M a r k e t ,  and t h e  Tokyo 
Round of t h e  1970s d i s c i p l i n e d  n o n - t a r i f f  d i s t o r t i o n s  s u c h  as 
s u b s i d i e s .  Open t r a d e  reached  its postwar peak i n  1974-76 as 
conce rn  abou t  i n f l a t i o n  t e m p o r a r i l y  p e e l e d  away some impor t an t  
q u o t a s  ( s t ee l ,  s u g a r ,  pe t ro l eum,  meat). Bu t  by 1977 t r a d e  pro- 
t e c t i o n  had begun a r e l e n t l e s s  upward creep, and major new non- 
t a r i f f  b a r r i e r s  emerged even as t a r i f f s  themselves  sank t o  modest 
l e v e l s  i n  t h e  r ange  of 5 percent-10 percent.. .. 
T h e  costs of  p r o t e c t i o n  are h igh .  User i n d u s t r i e s  (autos) become 
uncompe t i t i ve  as t h e y  m u s t  pay h i g h e r  prices f o r  p r o t e c t e d  i n p u t s  
fsteell .  Consumers f a c e  a nar rower  r ange  of  qoods and h i g h e r  . -~ 

prices' as imports are r e s t r i c t e d .  % C 6 n g r e s s i o n a l  Bud et-0f- -- f i c e  has  e s t i m a t e d  ---- t h e  cost o f  s tee l  p r o t e c t i o n  -- a t  a b o u t  -#- 180,000 
per j o b  saved.  Rober t  C r a n d a l l  o f  Brookings  estimates t h a t  auto-  
mobi le  q u o t a s  have r a i s e d  t h e  price o f  J a p a n e s e  cars  by abou t  
$900 and- b i d  up t h e  price of domestic cars by n e a r l y  $400 (imply- 
i ng  a consumer cost o f  $ 4 . 5  b i l l i o n  y e a r l y )  .... 
But  consumers are n o t  o r g a n i z e d ,  and t h e i r  losses are wide ly  d i s -  
p e r s e d ,  w h i l e  t h e  g a i n s  from p r o t e c t i o n  are c o n c e n t r a t e d  among 
wel l -organized  p r o d u c e r s  and l a b o r  g roups  i n  t h e  a f f e c t e d  sec- 
tors. P o l i t i c s  and special i n t e r e s t s  dominate  U.S. p r o t e c t i o n  
p o l i c y  .... I t  is d i f f i c u l t  f o r  p o l i t i c i a n s  t o  a r g u e  w i t h  t w o  m i l -  
l i o n  textile-apparel workers, one m i l l i o n  auto w o r k e r s  or 500,000 
steelworkers. 

The Apr i l  13, 1985 ECONOMIST t o o k  i s s u e  w i t h  t h e  s i n g l i n g  o u t  o f  J a p a n  as  
t h e  "bad boy" i n  t h e  t r a d e  c r i s i s ,  s a y i n g ,  i n  part:  

P r e s i d e n t  Reagan 's  t r a d e  n e g o t i a t o r s  ough t  n o t  to  be persuaded  by 
a know-nothing Congress  i n t o  t a k i n g  up a p r o t e c t i o n i s t  b lunder -  



PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, A P R I L  1 9 ,  1985 PAGE 9 

buss  i n  trade d i s p u t e s  w i t h  Japan . .  .. I t  makes  much more s e n s e  
for America to  c o n c e n t r a t e  i n s t e a d  on opening  up t h o s e  markets 
where it can  compete s u c c e s s f u l l y . . . .  I t  a lso means more e f f o r t  
from American f i r m s  and o t h e r  f o r e i g n  grumblers .  They w i l l  have 
to s t r i v e  as hard as Coca-Cola has  done i n  winning 60 pe r  c e n t  o f  
t h e  J a p a n e s e  s o f t - d r i n k s  m a r k e t .  H o w  many f o r e i g n e r s  b o t h e r  t o  
l e a r n  Japanese?  How many f o r e i g n  companies have a J a p a n e s e  on 
t h e i r  management team, or a J a p a n e s e  non-execut ive d i r e c t o r ?  
American Telephone  and T e l e g r a p h ,  t h e  d e r e g u l a t e d  t e l ephone  
g i a n t ,  had o n l y  one sa lesman i n  Japan 1 8  months ago. Look  no far-  
t h e r  for an e x p l a n a t i o n  of  why it  h a s  f a i l e d  to  make  much headway 
i n t o  Nippon Te leg raph  and T e l e p h o n e ' s  domes t i c  m a r k e t .  

T h i s  is main ly  a J a p a n e s e  and American row, b u t  Western Europe 
c a n n o t  a f f o r d  to  remain a spectator u n t i l  t h e  c o n g r e s s  t u r n s  i t s  
a t t e n t i o n  to a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and t h e  European common m a r k e t ' s  pro- 
t e c t i o n i s t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o l i c y ,  l a te r  t h i s  yea r .  For  i f ,  d e s p i t e  
P r e s i d e n t  Reagan 's  b e s t  e f f o r t s ,  an e x a s p e r a t e d  c o n g r e s s  l e g i s -  
l a tes  an  import s u r c h a r g e ,  it may w e l l  be  across- the-board ,  n o t  
l e a s t  because a measure a g a i n s t  J a p a n  a l o n e  would l o o k  racis t .  
The b e s t  way Europe c a n  h e l p  t h e  Reagan a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to avoid  
t h i s  is to  s u p p o r t  e f f o r t s  a t  t h e  Bonn economic summit  n e x t  month 
t o  have a new round of  G a t t  t r a d e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  i n  p r o g r e s s  by 
e a r l y  n e x t  y e a r .  

The ECONOMIST a l l u d e d  t o  t h e  lack o f  s e n s i t i v i t y  o f t e n  d i s p l a y e d  by A m e r i -  
can e x p o r t e r s  i n  a d a p t i n g  their  products to t h e  J a p a n e s e  m a r k e t .  T h i s  w a s  
e v i d e n t  t h e  o t h e r  even ing  i n  a t e l e v i s e d  report  from J a p a n  conce rn ing  P r ime  
M i n i s t e r  Nakasone 's  attempt to g e t  h i s  countrymen to  buy more U.S.-made 
products. From man-on-the-street  i n t e r v i e w s ,  t w o  impress ions  were ga ined .  
F i r s t ,  "made-in-America" p r o d u c t s  have a r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  u n r e l i a b l e  and 
s l i p s h o d  workmanship (a  s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e  was made to  a p p l i a n c e s ) ,  much i n  
t h e  same way J a p a n e s e  p r o d u c t s  were c o n s i d e r e d  t h i r t y  y e a r s  ago  i n  t h e  U.S. 
Secondly,  s e v e r a l  J a p a n e s e  consumers complained about t h e  l a c k  o f  t h e  u s e  
of  t h e  J a p a n e s e  language  on many U.S. imports, e s p e c i a l l y  food p r o d u c t  
packages.  The camera panned to some f a m i l i a r  American b r e a k f a s t  cereals, 
t h e  boxes of which c o n t a i n e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n l y  i n  E n g l i s h .  

Then too, it must be  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  J a p a n  is a modern, q u i t e  
mater ia l is t ic  s o c i e t y ,  it is n o t  a consumer s o c i e t y  a long  t h e  American 
model, as e x p l a i n e d  i n  t h i s  A p r i l  11, 1985 LOS ANGELES TIMES s y n d i c a t e d  
column by Joseph  Kraf t: 

I n s c r u t a b l e  O r i e n t a l  m y s t e r i e s  l i k e  t h e  Tea Ceremony...come to  
mind when people speak o f  " c u l t u r a l  o b s t a c l e s "  to  economic coop- 
e r a t i o n  w i t h  Japan .  Bu t  i n  f a c t  such  mundane t h i n g s  as  p a t t e r n s  
of sDendinu and s a v i n q s  are c h i e f l y  involved. . . .  Cons ide r ,  f i r s t ,  
s av ings .  Sapan  is n o t  a consume; s o c i e t y  & the American f a sh -  
- ion.  Nor are there con- 
sumer l o a n s ,  w i th  t a x  b r e a k s ,  t o  ease t h e  buying o f  homes or cars 
or gadge t s .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  the o r d i n a r y  J a p a n e s e  make pur- 
chases the o ld - fa sh ioned  way. They -- s a v e  t h e  money. [ T h e  
Japanese  per capita s a v i n g s  ra te  is a b o u t  20 p e r c e n t  as compared 

T h e r e  are p r a c x c a l l y  no c r e d i t  c a r d s .  

t o - t h e  5-6 p e r c e n t  r ange  f o r  Americans.  1 

Major banks,  w i t h  t h e i r  huge d e p o s i t s ,  are c l o s e l y  r e g u l a t e d  by 
government, as a means of g u i d i n g  t h e  development  o f  i n d u s t r y .  
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Low- in te re s t  l o a n s  are a v a i l a b l e  to b u s i n e s s e s  f avored  by t h e  
b u r e a u c r a t s  i n  t h e  f i n a n c e  m i n i s t r y  or t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  t r a d e  and 
i n d u s t r y .  S i n c e  J a p a n  is a c o u n t r y  almost naked o f  n a t u r a l  re- 
s o u r c e s ,  t h e  b u r e a u c r a t s  i n e v i t a b l y  f a v o r  i n d u s t r i e s  which c a n  
e x p o r t  abroad ,  t h u s  e a r n i n g  t h e  f o r e i g n  c u r r e n c y  t h e  c o u n t r y  
needs  t o  buy such  v i t a l  raw materials as food,  o i l  and coal. 

Despite Prime M i n i s t e r  Nakasone 's  na t ionwide  appeal u r g i n g  J a p a n e s e  c i t i -  
zens  t o  buy a t  l eas t  $100 o f  foreign-made p r o d u c t s  each  y e a r ,  t h e  A p r i l  2 2 ,  
1985 U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT, i n  an a r t ic le  d a t e l i n e d  Tokyo and t i t l e d  "Why 
Japan  Won't Cave I n  to  U.S .  T r a d e  Demands," r e v e a l s  how d i f f i c u l t  i t  is to  
p e n e t r a t e  t h e  J a p a n e s e  m a r k e t ,  even w i t h  good products--and i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  
Japanese .  

American hopes t h a t  pressure from t h e  U.S.  w i l l  f o r c e  J a p a n  to  
sudden ly  d i s m a n t l e  its t r a d e  b a r r i e r s  are  almost c e r t a i n  to  evap- 
orate i n  d i sappo in tmen t .  The f a c t  is t h a t  Washington...must buck 
c e n t u r i e s - o l d ,  deep ly  i n g r a i n e d  J a p a n e s e  customs.  T o  move t h e  
J a p a n e s e  government,  Washington must move a n  e n t i r e  na t ion . . . .  

"The whole cpncep t  t h a t  we c a n  t u r n  t h i s  around r i  h t  n o w  
p a t e n t l y  r i d i c u l o u s , T a y s  a n  American t r a d e r  who has  i v e d  and 
worked here s i n c e  1952. "The v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t s  are be ing  shaken  

+ -- -- 

and s l o w l y  moved, b u t  a t  a pace too s l o w  f o r  t h e  eye  t o  fo l low."  

T h a t  view is echoed by a U.S. d i p l o m a t  c l o s e l y  invo lved  i n  t h e  . 
e f f o r t s  t o  open J a p a n e s e  markets t o  American goods.. . . "Japan  is 
a r e l a t i o n s h i p  s o c i e t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  a t r a n s a c t i o n a l  s o c i e t y , "  h e  
s a y s .  "You c a n n o t  a l t e r  t h a t  k ind  o f  a sys tem w i t h  a t e l e v i s i o n  
speech  or a b a t c h  of  g e n e r a l  proposals, no matter how w e l l  i n t e n -  
t i o n e d  t h e y  are." Beyond specific t a r i f f s  or other o f f i c i a l  bar- 
r i e r s  to imports, e x p e r t s  here s a y  t h a t  t h e  U.S. faces t h e s e  ob- 
stacles: Nearly to ta l  dominat ion  -- of  t h e  J a p a n e s e  m a r k e t  b~ 3 - f e w  
dozen q i a n t  c o n g E a t e s  t h a t  s t r o n g l y  oppose even token  compe- 
t i t i o n - - b e  it from abroad  01: emerqing d o m e s t i c  f i r m s ; .  . .a long- 
t i m e  r e l - t i o n s h i p  between b u s i n e s s  and government t h a t  c r i t i c s  
s a y  f o s t e r s  c o l l u s i o n  and h i n d e r s  f o r e i g n  e n t r y  i n t o  domes t i c  
m a r k e t s . .  .. 

.- - 

S t i l l  a n o t h e r  means o f  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  c o n t r o l  c r i t i c i z e d  by o u t -  
s i d e r s  is J a p a n ' s  compl i ca t ed  sys tem of commodity d i s t r i b u t i o n .  
D i r e c t l y  or i n d i r e c t l y ,  it also is run  by corporate g i a n t s .  Most 
r e t a i l  ou t le t s  h e r e  are small and r e l y  h e a v i l y  on a r e g u l a r  
source o f  s u p p l y  up t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  l a d d e r .  Thus,  r e t a i l e r s  
m u s t  m a i n t a i n  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  w h o l e s a l e r s  who need to s t a y  i n  good 
s t e a d  w i t h  b i g  J a p a n e s e  companies .... 
I t  is t h i s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to  hang on to  J a p a n e s e  t r a d i t i o n s  t h a t  
cou ld  d e l a y  i n d e f i n i t e l y  any meaningfu l  removal of t r a d e  bar- 
r iers .  

South  A f r i c a  Hysteria 

A ve ry  dangerous  m o o d  is beginning  to sweep America: " c u t  a l l  ties to  South  
Af r i ca . "  I n  some places t h e  mood--not a g e n e r a l  one b u t  one s t i r r e d  up by 
r a d i c a l  l e f t i s t s - - a p p r o a c h e s  nea r  h y s t e r i a .  Wednesday ( A p r i l  1 7 )  about 
3,000 peop le  ( n o t  a l l  s t u d e n t s  by any means) demonst ra ted  a t  t h e  B e r k e l e y  
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campus of the University of California, demanding that the regents of the 
university system sell off university-owned stocks in firms that do busi- 
ness in South Africa. Nearly half of the school's students boycotted 
classes. Radicals who led the anti-war and free speech demonstrations at 
Cal Berkeley in the 1960s were on hand to instruct today's protestors how 
best to protest. Students also have been demonstrating at Columbia Univer- 
sity in New York City and at Rutgers University in New Jersey. 

Anti-apartheid has now become the number - one radical --- cause at the institu- 
tions of higher ( ? )  learning. And, of course, the protests continue in 
front of the South African embassv in Washinaton. The most notable recent 

1- 

"honorary" arrestee was 17-year-hd Amy Caiter, daughter of the former 
president. 

In Congress legislation is moving forward to make it illegal to import gold 
Krugerrand coins into the U . S .  (which will certainly increase the value of 
those already in circulation here), prohibit new investment by U.S. firms 
doing business in South Africa, and to stop the sale of computers to the 
government, the latter with the expressed moralistic intention of making it 
more difficult for the government to enforce its pass laws over the black 
population. Of course, Japanese or European computers would quickly fill 
the vacuum left by the withdrawal of U.S. computers from the market. But at 
least, say the idealists, "U.S. hands would be clean." 

On Tuesday, Senators Ted Kennedy of Massachusetts (who has all but an- 
nounced he'll be running for the White House in 1988) and Lowell Weicker of 
Connecticut appeared before the Senate Finance Committee to push for the 
above legislation. Mr. Kennedy made an almost incredulous comparison be- 
tween Nazi Germany and the current government of South Africa, stating that 
while the Nazis sent the Jews to the concentration camps, the South Afri- 
cans were sending blacks to the homelands. (German Jews in the 1930s would 
have appreciated a homeland!) Senator Weicker drew a similar comparison 
between the "legalized racism" of the Nazi government and that of South Af- 
rica--as if Pretoria were promulgating a set of Nuremberg laws. I wit- 
nessed this presentation over the cable "C-Span" network. What was amazing 
was that nobody on the panel arose to boldly challenge Mr. Kennedy's falla- 
cious charge (except for a rather weak response by one senator). Instead, 
committee chairman William Proxmire, a co-sponsor of anti-apartheid legis- 
lation, publicly praised both senators for their "eloquent testimonies." 

South Africa is locked in a no-win situation. The government's decision 
this week to scrap laws barring marriage and sex across the color line met 
with a general "nothing has really changed'' reaction. (Interestingly 
enough, a 22-member government committee claimed there is no basis in 
religion or Scripture for the earlier ban on interracial marriage. The 
politically-powerful Dutch Reformed Church, which had insisted on the 
proscription in 1949, has lately undergone considerable liberalization.) 

Meanwhile, the liberal Western news media continue to rail against police 
suppression of unrest in the black townships. Yet, even in the news media, 
one detects that some reporters have been disturbed over almost unbeliev- 
able incidences of black-agains t-black violence--even using the word 
"savage" to describe accounts of assaults on black policemen, civic offi- 
cials and their families. There was one particularly brutal account of a 
mob chanting black-power slogans, fists raised in the air, dancing around 
the charred remains of an official they had burned to death. Such develop- 
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ments have almost shaken  t h e  b e l i e f s  of some j o u r n a l i s t s  i n  t h e  d e s i r a b i l -  
i t y  o f  a " r e v o l u t i o n  of t h e  masses." 

One o f  t h e  most a s t u t e  j o u r n a l i s t s  t o d a y  is P e r e g r i n e  Wors thorne ,  who 
writes f o r  t h e  SUNDAY TELEGRAPH i n  B r i t a i n .  H e  r e c e n t l y  t o o k  a t r i p  across 
S o u t h  A f r i c a .  Here are e x c e r p t s  of a n  a c c o u n t  h e  wrote i n  h i s  n e w s p a p e r ' s  
Apr i l  7 e d i t i o n ,  where in  he drew a para l le l  between t h e  A f r i k a n e r s  and t h e  
Americans as  t h e y  e n c o u n t e r e d  t h e  n a t i v e s  i n  t h e i r  m i d s t .  

I t  h a s  a lways  seemed to  m e  t h a t  t h e  ach ievemen t s  o f  t h e  D u t c h  
P u r i t a n s  who a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Cape 300 y e a r s  a g o  are q u i t e  as  re- 
markable i n  t h e i r  way as t h o s e  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  P u r i t a n s  who ar- 
r i v e d  a t  a b o u t  t h e  same t i m e  i n  N o r t h  America, t h e  o n l y  d i f f e r -  
ence  b e i n g ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  l a t t e r ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  s o l v e d  
t h e i r  race problem by v i r t u a l l y  e x t e r m i n a t i n g  t h e  Ind ians - -o r  
p r a c t i s i n g  separate development  i n  r e s e r v e s  from v e r y  e a r l y  on-- 
t h e  former  came round t o  cope w i t h  t h e i r  n a t i v e  problem v e r y  be- 
l a t e d l y - - i n  1948 when t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t s  came to power. .. . 
Nobody today ,  n e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  t h i n k s  t h a t  t h e  wor ld  would b e  a 
better place i f  t h e  Red I n d i a n s  were to  be r e s t o r e d  to power i n  
N o r t h  America. Such a r e s t o r a t i o n  would o b v i o u s l y  b e  a n  un th ink -  
a b l y  p e r v e r s e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  p r o g r e s s .  S c a r c e l y  
less r e t r o g r e s s i v e ,  i n  my view--in t h e  l i g h t  o f  w h a t  is happening  
i n  t h e  rest  of A f r i c a - - i s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  black power s h o u l d  be re- 
stored o v e r  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  

Is  t h e r e  any  way o u t  o f  t h i s  dilemma? One must  d e s p e r a t e l y  hope 
so, because  a race war i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  would s p l i t  Wes te rn  p u b l i c  
o p i n i o n  more t h a n  any  other i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e v e n t  s i n c e  t h e  S p a n i s h  
C i v i l  War. However much Wes te rn  Governments migh t  n o t  want t o  
g e t  i n v o l v e d ,  t h e i r  p e o p l e s  would r u s h  i n  to  t a k e  s i d e s .  

M r .  Wors thorne  made some v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g - - a n d  f r a n k - - o b s e r v a t i o n s  on  t h e  
dilemmas f a c i n g  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  w h i t e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  A f r i k a n e r s ,  i n  h i s  
fol low-up d i a r y - s t y l e  a c c o u n t  i n  t h e  A p r i l  14 i s s u e  o f  t h e  SUNDAY TELE- 
GRAPH, e n t i t l e d :  " B o t h a ' s  Warning to t h e  West." 

TUESDAY:. . .a t  a brei  ( b a r b e c u e )  g i v e n  on  a farm j u s t  o u t s i d e  Port  
E l i z a b e t h ,  I meet a s e n i o r  academic  from t h e  u n i v e r s i t y - - a  member 
of t h e  Broederbond [ t h e  semi-secret "bond o f  b r o t h e r s "  leadership 
circle].  ... H e  g i v e s  m e  a l e c t u r e .  "The choice f o r  t h e  w h i t e s  
remains  ' r u l e  or be r u l e d . '  So it is for t h e  blacks.  T h e r e  c a n  
be no power-shar ing ,  any more t h a n  there c o u l d  have  been  power- 
s h a r i n g  between Cortez and t h e  A z t e c s .  I f  t h e  w h i t e s  t a l k  a b o u t  
power-shar ing now, as some o f  them do, a las ,  t h a t  c a n  o n l y  mean 
t h a t  t h e y  are becoming r e s i g n e d  to t h e  role o f  t h e  conquered  na- 
t i on . " .  . . 
I f  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  w h i t e  world wanted to  p u t  a n  end to  a p a r t h e i d ,  
t h e n  it i n  t u r n  would have to  conquer  w h i t e  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  s i n c e  
t h e  b l a c k s  on  t h e i r  own c e r t a i n l y  would neve r  be a b l e  t o  d o  so, 
u n l e s s  P r e s i d e n t  Botha  t u r n e d  o u t  to  be a t r a i to r  i n  d i s g u i s e ,  a s  
P r e s i d e n t  d e  G a u l l e  had t u r n e d  o u t  to  be i n  Algeria.  I n  t h a t  
e v e n t ,  t h e  Army might  have  to  t a k e  o v e r ,  i n  t h e  name of t r u e  A f r i -  
kanerdom.. . . 
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SATURDAY: Meeting w i t h  S t a t e  P r e s i d e n t  Botha,  whose o f f i c e ,  l i k e  
t h e  man h i m s e l f ,  is l a r g e  and imposing. Having been warned t h a t  
he does  n o t  s u f f e r  f o o l s  g l a d l y  and t h a t  he g e t s  v e r y  cross i f  
asked q u e s t i o n s  which demons t r a t e  i gnorance  of  Sou th  Afr ica ,  I 
f e e l  more t h a n  u s u a l l y  u n c e r t a i n  how to  m a k e  t h e  most of t h e  30 
minu tes  or so a l l o t t e d  f o r  t h e  , in te rv iew. . . .  

H e  hoped t h a t  t h e  Western world had -drawn t h e  r i g h t  l e s s o n  from 
S e n a t o r  Kennedy's v i s i t  to Sou th  A f r i c a :  t h a t  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  b l a c k  
politics were much more compl i ca t ed  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  dreamt  of i n  
B i shop  T u t u ' s  ph i losophy.  A s  for Western pressure to  d e s t a b i l i s e  
S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  he thouqh t  t h i s  w a s  p l a y i n g  wi th  - I  fi?e - s i n c e  - t h e  
s a r k s o f a a c e  war i n  Sou th  A f r i c a  m i q h t  w e l l  set a l i q h t  s i m i -  
k o n n a g r a t i o n s  o t h e r  parts -- o f  t h e  world,  n o t a b l y  -- i n  t h e  
Uni ted  S t a t e s  where t h e  racial  material was s t i l l  much more ex- 
~ e ~ l a m m a b l e  t h a n  American l i b e r a l s  l i k e d  to  r e c o g n i s e .  
H i s  a d v i c e  t o  t h e  West seemed to  be: "Leave ill a lone . "  Dare I 
admi t  t h a t  I found B o t h a ' s  e a r t h y  realism r a t h e r  engaging?.  . . 

-- 

SATURDAY: F l y  back to  Johannesburg  so as t o  be  able  t o  t a k e  up [ a ]  
c h a l l e n g e  to  see what b l a c k  l i f e  is l i k e  f o r  myself  ... i n  Soweto, 
t h e  l a r g e s t  b l a c k  township i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  
thought  to be n e a r l y  t w o  mi l l i on . . . .  W e  d r i v e  to a n e o n - l i t  dance  
h a l l  owned by a n o t h e r  f r i e n d ,  Lucky M i c k .  I t  is now about 2 a . m .  
and everybody is i n  t h e  b e s t  of  s p i r i t s  .... Lucky M i c k  escorts u s  
to  t h e  b a r ,  which is a t i n y  l i g h t e d  coastal s t r i p ,  so to  speak ,  
beyond which, i n  t h e  d a r k ,  l i e s  a g r e a t  r a g i n g  and r o a r i n g  sea of 
some 1 ,000  u l u l a t i n g  couples. 

So l ong  as one remains w i t h i n  t h i s  r e l a t i v e l y  c i v i l i s e d  coastal  
s t r i p ,  under Lucky M i c k ' s  p r o t e c t i o n ,  a l l  is f a i r l y  o r d e r l y .  B u t  
be ing  a n  i n t r e p i d  r e p o r t e r ,  I d e c i d e ,  d r i n k  i n  hand, t o  e x p l o r e .  
What a m i s t a k e ,  s i n c e  i r r e s i s t i b l e  c u r r e n t s  i n s t a n t l y  sweep m e  
f a r  away from t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  s h o r e .  A g r e a t  b l a c k  hand g r i p s  
my arm i n  a v i c e  and a n o t h e r  ca lmly  removes t h e  d r i n k  w i t h o u t  a 
word be ing  exchanged. No h o s t i l i t y  is shown: [ b u t ]  . . .never  be- 
f o r e  i n  my l i f e  have I f e l t  so f r i g h t e n e d ;  or more r e l i e v e d  t h a n  
when Lucky M i c k  e v e n t u a l l y  comes to  t h e  rescue . . . .  

I n  many ways t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n d u c e s  i n t e n s e  sympathy f o r  t h e  
p l i g h t  o f  t h e  South  A f r i c a n  b l a c k s .  Bu t  i t  also induces ,  i n  my 
h e a r t  a t  l eas t ,  an e q u a l l y  i n t e n s e  sympathy f o r  t h e  d imens ions  o f  
t h e  dilemma f a c e d  by Sou th  A f r i c a n  wh i t e s .  Pe rhaps  e v e r y  v i s i t o r  
to  Sou th  A f r i c a  shou ld  end h i s  s t a y  i n  a Soweto dance h a l l ,  where 
t h e  h e a r t  o f  d a r k n e s s  is s t i l l  r e a l i t y  enough t o  s n u f f  o u t  a l l  
b u t  t h e  h a r d i e s t  o f  e n l i g h t e n e d  i l l u s i o n s .  

e l emen t s  o f  rea l i ty ,  o f  course, are t o t a l l y  l o s t  on t h e  B e r k e l e y  s t u -  
d e n t s  who are e x c i t e d  abou t  f i n a l l y  having  found a n o t h e r  cause to  g e t  ex- 
c i t e d  about .  And t h e y  p r o b a b l y  p a i d  no a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  
Botha,  on A p r i l  7,  was i n v i t e d  to  a d d r e s s  a crowd o f  - t w o  m i l l i o n  b l a c k  pee- 
pie. H i s  message, an  a p p e a l  f o r  peace and harmony, was w e l l  r e c e i v e d  by h i s  
audience  and i n t e r r u p t e d  o f t e n  by a p p l a u s e .  The  crowd was we l l -d re s sed  and 
well-behaved. An accoun t  o f  t h i s  r a t h e r  remarkable  e v e n t  moved across o u r  
AP wire on A p r i l  7: 
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P r e s i d e n t  P.W. Bo tha  told a n  Easter a s sembly  of some 2 m i l l i o n  
black c h u r c h g o e r s  t h a t  b l a c k s  and w h i t e s  must  s t a n d  t o g e t h e r  
a g a i n s t  "messengers  of terror."... Bo tha  was t h e  g u e s t  a t  t h e  an- 
n u a l  E a s t e r  a s sembly  of t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  blacks '  Zion  C h r i s t i a n  
Church h e l d  on  a h i l l s i d e  nea r  Moria i n  n o r t h e r n  T r a n s v a a l  Pro- 
v i n c e .  H e  app lauded  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  s t a n d  for law and o r d e r  and 
c a l l e d  on  a l l  blacks and w h i t e s  t o  "come t o g e t h e r  and t a l k  t o  
each o t h e r  as w e  a r e  d o i n g  now.". . . 
The f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  Z ion  C h r i s t i a n  Church,  headed by B i s h o p  Barna- 
bas Lekgenyane,  s h u n s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s m  f o r  black r i g h t s  
f o l l o w e d  by most o f  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c ,  A n g l i c a n  and o t h e r  Eng- 
l i s h - s p e a k i n g  c h u r c h e s .  

Bo tha  told t h e  v a s t  a u d i e n c e ,  " W e  s h a l l  n o t  to lerate  people who 
come from f a r  away w i t h  e v i l  minds t o  k i l l  and i n j u r e  i n n o c e n t  
people. W e  must  n o t  allow them to  b u r n  o u r  h o u s e s  and d e s t r o y  o u r  
p r o p e r t y .  W e  must  a l l  s t a n d  t o g e t h e r  a g a i n s t  t h e s e  messenge r s  of 
terror.  Our t r u s t  i n  God must  e n a b l e  u s  to  w i t h s t a n d  e v i l  w i t h  
f i rmness . . . .  I n  t h e  p a s t ,  w e  have  n o t  r e a l l y  l i s t e n e d  to e a c h  
o t h e r .  L e t  u s  s t a r t  l i s t e n i n g  to  e a c h  o t h e r  as w e  are  d o i n g  now. 
W e  must  j o i n t l y  s t r i v e  t o  f i n d  o u t  what o u r  problems are. Then w e  
must  j o i n t l y  s t r i v e  t o  f i n d  s o l u t i o n s  t o  o u r  problems.'' 

A few hundred,  or a t  t h e  most, a f e w  thousand  a c t i v i s t s  demanding "power to  
t h e  peop le"  (meaning t o  t h e m s e l v e s ,  l i k e  Korah) g r a b  a l l  t h e  h e a d l i n e s ,  of 
c o u r s e ,  rather t h a n  t w o  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  a d v o c a t i n g  p e a c e  and showing respect 
to  t h e i r  government .  The  news media would t e n d  to  v iew them as t w o  m i l l i o n  
"dupes." The c o n f l i c t  b rewing  a t  t h e  t i p  of Afr ica  is c e r t a i n  to  s p i l l  o v e r  
w i t h  a d e a d l y  impact someday i n  t h e  U n i t e d  States.  

--Gene H. Hogberg, News Bureau 


