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October Report Since  t h e  Feast of Tabernac les  many people  have asked 
me about the Holy Day o f f e r i n g s  and how much more was received t h i s  
year  than  l a s t .  . I would have l i k e d  t o  report  about  them ear l ier  i n  t h e  
"Pastor  Genera l ' s  Report" t o  m i n i s t e r s  o r  i n  t h e  post-Feast e d i t i o n  of 
"The Worldwide News."  The reason  I d i d  n o t  is t h a t  a l l  t h e  f a c t o r s  
were n o t  y e t  known; i n  fac t ,  some are s t i l l  n o t  known. The i n c r e a s e s  
fo r  Trumpets ,  Atonement and t h e  f i r s t  day of Tabernac les  d i d  n o t  reach 
our budget estimates of a 12% i n c r e a s e ,  b u t  averaged about 7% or 8%. 

The Last Great Day appeared t o  be ' o u t s t a n d i n g  w i t h  a 32% i nc rease .  
This yea r  members i n  the U.S. and Canada were asked t o  add any excess  
F e s t i v a l  t i t h e  t o  t h e  o f f e r i n g ,  i n s t e a d  of t u r n i n g  it i n  s e p a r a t e l y .  
That is p o s s i b l y  t h e  reason  f o r  the unusual ly  large i n c r e a s e .  U n t i l  
t h e  end of t h e  year  when a l l  F e s t i v a l  t i t h e  o f f e r i n g s  are  totaled,  w e  
w i l l  n o t  know for sure. 

The Holy Day o f f e r i n g s  f o r  t h e  yea r  are  approximately 9% more than  
1984. The combined months of September-October a re  7.5% more, and t h e  
year-to-date s t a n d s  a t  10.4% more than  l a s t  year .  

These i n c r e a s e s  are n o t  as great  as  w e  had hoped f o r  i n  1985, and do 
no t  reach our income budget on which our expense budget was b u i l t .  
During t h e  yea r  w e  have a l so  i n c r e a s e d  our expenses cons ide rab ly  t o  
take advantage of unusual and unexpected o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  media. A s  a 
r e s u l t  of these f a c t o r s ,  our  cash r e s e r v e s  were lower than  a n t i c i p a t e d ,  
and were t empora r i ly  depleted a t  our expected low p o i n t  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  
Feast. This is t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  has  happened s i n c e  I was made 
treasurer. W e  mus t  n o t  permit t h i s  t o  happen aga in ,  so it is necessary  
t o  tr im back t o  where w e  can a g a i n  have acceptable l e v e l s  of reserves. 

The Scr iptures  promise t h a t  God w i l l  supply  our need: i n  fac t ,  J e s u s  
s a id  t h a t -  be fo re  we even a s k ,  God knows what t h e  need is. I believe 
God has  suppl ied t h e  need, b u t  w e  p o s s i b l y  have sometimes n o t  
adequately used those funds. Please pray t h a t  God w i l l  g u i d e  Mr. 
Armstrong and a l l  who a re  involved i n  any f i n a n c i a l  a s p e c t  of t h e  
Church t o  u s e  the funds  t h e  way H e  wants,  and n o t  t h e  way we t h i n k  may 
be r i g h t .  
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The budget p rocess  f o r  1986 has  
begun. F i r s t  f o r  t h e  i n t e r n a -  
t i o n a l  o f f ices ,  then  t h e  U.S. 
departments.  This is a d i f f i c u l t  
b u t  e s s e n t i a l  t a s k  each yea r .  
Your p r a y e r s  and f i n a n c i a l  
s u p p o r t  are g r e a t l y  needed and 
appr eci a ted.  

--Leroy N e f  f , Treasurer 
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Cash Flow Mr. Armstrong h a s  o f t e n  s t a t e d  t h a t  when our  ways p l e a s e  
God, H e  w i l l  bless u s .  I t  is obv ious  t h a t  God h a s  g r a n t e d  unprece- 
dented  growth t o  t h e  Church over  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s .  Many new doors  
have opened, o f f e r i n g  g r e a t e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  r e spons i -  
b i l i t y  God h a s  g iven  u s  t o  p r o c l a i m  t h e  Gospel of H i s  soon-coming 
.Kingdom. Along wi th  t h e s e  open doors comes t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  r e s p o n s i -  
b i l i t y  t o  see t h a t  our ways keep p l e a s i n g  God. 

Over t h e  l a s t  few w e e k s ,  i t  h a s  become a p p a r e n t  t h a t  w e  w i l l  be e x p e r i -  
enc ing  a cash-flow problem d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of n e x t  y e a r ,  
u n l e s s  t h e r e  i s  a dramatic u p t u r n  i n  income between now and  then .  God 
has  g iven  u s  much growth and h a s  opened many doors. W e  have,  a s  God 
h a s  always l e d  u s  t o  do, walked th rough  a s  many of t h o s e  door s  as  
seemed pruden t ,  a s k i n g  f o r  God's guidance.  W e  m u s t  t r u s t  God fo r  H i s  
b l e s s i n g  t o  be able t o  make a l l  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  f i n a n c i a l  commitments. 

However, w e  i n  Pasadena m u s t  a l so  be c o n s t a n t l y  aware t h a t  God h o l d s  u s  
r e s p o n s i b l e  as  good stewards t o  h o l d  back on any  less i m p o r t a n t  areas 
of expense t h a t  do n o t  r e l a t e  so  d i r e c t l y  t o  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  commission 
God has  g iven  u s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  w e  m u s t  c o n t i n u a l l y  e v a l u a t e  t h e  
t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  w e  a r e  u s i n g ,  dropping  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  less 
p r o d u c t i v e  and  u s i n g  t h e  f u n d s  t o  c u l t i v a t e  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  more produc- 
t i v e .  I n  t h e  same way, w e  m u s t  r e g u l a r l y  e v a l u a t e  our newsstand ou t -  
l e t s ,  p l a c i n g  "The P l a i n  Tru th"  magazines  w e  have a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  most 
p roduc t ive  l o c a t i o n s .  I n  a l l  t h i s  w e  need God's  S p i r i t  t o  lead and 
d i r ec t  u s  i n  making t h e  d e c i s i o n s  H e  wants  made. 

A s  p a r t  of t h e  o v e r a l l  e f f o r t  t o  b r i n g  our r e s e r v e s  up t o  t h e  p o i n t  
t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t e d  cash-flow problem can be c o n t r o l l e d ,  w e  a r e  request- 
ing  t h a t  U.S .  and Canadian church  pastors  do what many of you have 
a l r e a d y  v o l u n t e e r e d  many times b e f o r e ,  which is t 
50 n t r i bu t i Q n  your-^ 1 oca l.~h~gr-cJch_-~~~ii 
t h e s e  a c c o u n t s - w i l l  be of s i g n i f i c a n t  hel-n s h o r i n g  up o u r  year-end 
r e s e r v e s  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  n e x t  quarter  's e x p e n d i t u r e s .  (Ra the r  
t han  c l o s i n g  t h e s e  a c c o u n t s  o u t  t o t a l l y ,  y o u  shou ld  p l a n  t o  l e a v e  a 
token amount i n  so t h a t  t h e  a c c o u n t s  can  remain oDen.1 

t&. f up d s  . 

Obviously t h i s  w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  a special  sacr i f ice  on t h e  p a r t s  of your 
congrega t ions .  T h i s  w i l l  mean t h a t  upcoming Church a c t i v i t i e s ,  tourna-  
ments, etc.  wil l -need t o  be c a n c e l e d  f o r  t h e  time be ing .  

I know, however, t h a t  t h e  h e a r t s  of God's  peop le  are tuned  i n  t o  H i s  
Work. The e v e n t s  of t h e  l a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  have  proven  t h a t .  The broad  
m a j o r i t y  w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  o r w o r t u n i t v  t o  h e l p  t h e  Work i n  t h i s  way. 
I n  one way, I h a t e  t o  make  t h i s  request ,  b u t  i n  a n o t h e r ,  I know God 
a l s o  a p p r e c i a t e s  our u n r e l e n t i n g  commitment t o  H i m  and our w i l l i n g n e s s  
t o  do a l l  we can i n  t h e s e  f i n a l  days  of t h e  d e v i l ' s  s o c i e t y .  

b c 
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L e t  each of u s  y i e l d  o u r s e l v e s  t o  God more f u l l y  as w e  r a p i d l y  approach 
t h e  time when Jesus C h r i s t  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  H i s  F a t h e r ' s  King- 
dom. A s  a lways,  God's w i l l  s ha l l  be done. A s  H i s  m i n i s t e r s ,  set  t h e  
pace i n  your c o n g r e g a t i o n s  i n  f u l f i l l i n g  P a u l ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  
P h i l i p p i a n s  1:27: "Only l e t  your conduct  be worthy of t h e  gospe l  of 
c h r i s t . . . t h a t  you s t a n d  f a s t  i n  one  s p i r i t ,  w i th  one  mind s t r i v i n g  
t o g e t h e r  f o r  t h e  f a i t h  of t h e  gospe l . "  

Overcoming The a p o s t l e  P a u l  g i v e s  u s  a powerful  admonit ion t o  
c a r e f u l l y  remain f a i t h f u l ,  r e a l i z i n g  who our enemv is and how t o  
overcome him, i n  Ephes ians  6:lO-20. P a u l  reminds u s  t h a t  t h e  d e v i l ,  
who is s t i l l  t h e  unseen r u l e r  of t h i s  p r e s e n t  e v i l  world, is t h e  one w e  
m u s t  f i q h t .  H e  shows u s  how t o  s t a n d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  foe by p u t t i n g  on 
t h e  whole armor of God, which i n c l u d e s  t r u t h ,  r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  t h e  t r u e  
gospe l ,  f a i t h ,  t h e  hope of s a l v a t i o n  and  t h e  Word of God. H e  p o i n t s  
o u t  t h e  need t o  be i n  close c o n t a c t  w i th  God, t o  be p ray ing  t h a t  aJJ. 
God's peop le  remain steadfast  and  f a i t h f u l  w i t h  us .  H e  t h e n  conc ludes  
t h i s  passage  admonishing t h a t  w e  p ray  e a r n e s t l y  fo r  God's a p o s t l e  t h a t  
h e  may be g iven  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  proclaim t h e  Gospel bo ld ly .  

In  t h e s e  11 v e r s e s  P a u l  shows u s  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  ro l e  t h a t  overcominq, 
coupled w i t h  f a i t h f u l  p r a y e r ,  p l a y s  i n  doing t h e  Work of God. God 
desires t h a t  our h e a r t s  be i n  H i s  Work. H e  wants  u s  t o  s h a r e  t h e  
commitment, t h e  z e a l ,  t h e  l o v e  f o r  H i s  Work t h a t  H e  and  Jesus C h r i s t ,  
t h e  Head of t h e  Church, have. T h e r e f o r e  God l o v e s  and a p p r e c i a t e s ' o u r  
p r a y e r s  f o r  H i s  Work. H e  sees them a s  sweet i n c e n s e  (Reve la t ion  5:8) .  

B u t  of what v a l u e  a r e  our p r a y e r s  u n l e s s  our a t t i t u d e s  a r e  r i g h t  toward 
God? Unless  we a re  s t r i v i n g  t o  overcome our  s i n s ,  f a u l t s  and 
shortcomings? God s a y s  He h e a r s  t h e  p r a y e r s  of t h e  r i g h t e o u s .  And 
indeed H e  c o n s i d e r s  u s  r i g h t e o u s  i f  w e  humbly seek H i s  w i l l  i n  every  
a s p e c t  of our l i v e s  and a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  chanse.  When our ways p l e a s e  
God, H e  w i l l  bless u s .  

A l l  God's f i r s t f r u i t s  have a p a r t .  Each of u s  around t h e  world m u s t  
r e a l i z e  t h e  need t o  heed God's admoni t ion  t o  "come o u t  of h e r ,  my 
people"  (Rev. 1 8 : 4 ) .  W e  m u s t  each  i n d i v i d u a l l y  do our p a r t  t o  seek 
God's h e l p  i n  s e e i n g  where w e  may be l e t t i n g  down s p i r i t u a l l y ,  and  t h e n  
pu t  H i s  S p i r i t  t o  work i n  chans inq .  I n  t h i s  way God w i l l  hear  our 
p r a y e r s  and g r a n t  u s  H i s  b l e s s i n g  a s  H i s  t o o l s  i n  doing H i s  Work. 

Prayer Updates A s  Mr. Richard  R i c e  p o i n t s  o u t  l a t e r  i n  t h i s  i s sue ,  
b r e t h r e n  around t h e  world are c o n t i n u i n g  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  concern  a b o u t  
Mr. Armstrong 's  h e a l t h .  H e  reminds u s  d a i l y  of h i s  deep a p p r e c i a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  l o v e  and p r a y e r s  of God's people .  I know you and  your 
congrega t ions  a r e  remaining s t e a d f a s t  i n  r e q u e s t i n g  God's complete  
h e a l i n g  f o r  Mr. Armstrong and  fo r  h i s  r e s t o r a t i o n  t o  f u l l  c a p a c i t y .  

Mr. J i m  F r i d d l e  had a cance r  i n  h i s  b l a d d e r  removed, and now seems t o  
have f u l l y  r ecove red  w i t h  no s i g n  of any f u r t h e r  cance r .  Mrs. James 
Reyer, though s h e  s t i l l  has  t h e  c a n c e r ,  is f e e l i n g  well  and i s  
f u n c t i o n i n g  normally.  Also,  Mr. K e i t h  B r i t t a i n  is p r o g r e s s i n g  v e r y  
w e l l  and may be ab le  t o  r e t u r n  t o  f u l l - t i m e  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  near  f u t u r e .  
W e  were saddened by t h e  d e a t h  t h i s  p a s t  Sabba th  morning of Mrs. Marie 
Blackwell ,  mother of Messrs. Dean, Tom a n d  Mike  B l a c k w e l l ,  from b r e a s t  
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cancer .  Mrs. B l a c k w e l l  l e d  a r i c h  l i f e  and  d i e d  i n  t h e  f a i t h ,  having  
c o n t r i b u t e d  t h r e e  f i n e  m i n i s t e r s  t o  God's Church. w e  

o r  t h e  complete h e a l i n g  of Mrs. Leonard S c h r e i b e r ,  Mrs. C a r r o l  
Miller, D r .  W i l l i a m  Kessler, Mrs. David Hulme and  Mr. Carn Catherwood. 
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask t h a t  you i n c l u d e  Molly Moskel, 3-year-old 
daughter  of Mr. and  Mrs. John Moskel, who is s u f f e r i n g  from l e u k e m i a ,  
t o  your p r a y e r  l i s t .  / 

God knows our  needs b e f o r e  w e  a s k .  Y e t  our l o v e  one fo r  ano the r  is  
p e r f e c t e d  a s  w e  bear one  a n o t h e r ' s  bu rdens  i n  times of t r i a l .  Thank 
you on b e h a l f  of a l l  t h e s e  for your p r a y e r f u l  s u p p o r t .  

Feature F e a s t  Report 

From Mr. Roderick Meredith My f a m i l y  and I had t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of 
v i s i t i n g  a l l  f o u r  of t h e  B r i t i s h  Feast s i tes  t h i s  y e a r :  Dunoon, 
Sco t l and ;  S o u t h p o r t ,  England; Tenby, Wales and J e r s e y  i n  t h e  Channel 
I s l a n d s .  Having been a b s e n t  from B r i t a i n  s i n c e  1975, i t  was a g r e a t  
j oy  t o  m e  p e r s o n a l l y  t o  meet so  many of t h e  b r e t h r e n  I had known and 
loved  a t  each Feast s i t e  a long  t h e  way. 

O v e r a l l ,  w e  found t h e  B r i t i s h  b r e t h r e n  i n  a f i n e  a t t i t u d e  and i n  good 
s p i r i t s  i n  s p i t e  of many p h y s i c a l  hand icaps .  Many of t h e  b r e t h r e n  a re  
unemployed o r  underemployed, y e t  t h e i r  z e a l  f o r  t h e  Church and t h e i r  
generous p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  o f f e r i n g s  were e v i d e n t .  

I n  Dunoon, many of t h e  b r e t h r e n  and m i n i s t e r s  were ab le  t o  s t a y  i n  
small " c h a l e t s , "  or c a b i n s ,  w i t h  s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  cooking f a c i l i t i e s .  
T h i s  was idea l  f o r  famil ies ,  and t h e  c h a l e t s  were s i t u a t e d  i n  a 
b e a u t i f u l  area a long  t h e  c o a s t  w i t h  f i n e  views.  

I n  Tenby, many of t h e  b r e t h r e n  s t a y e d  a t  a "Holiday Camp" where they  
could  l i v e  i n e x p e n s i v e l y  i n  "ca ravans , "  or small mobi le  homes. The 
meeting h a l l  was r i g h t  t h e r e ,  so  t h a t  made it conven ien t  f o r  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  t o  make  it t o  s e r v i c e s  and  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  o ther  a c t i v i t i e s .  

On J e r s e y ,  t h e  h a l l  where s e r v i c e s  were h e l d  was l i t e r a l l y  i n s i d e  a n  
o l d  f o r t  b u i l t  hundreds  of y e a r s  ago  by t h e  B r i t i s h  t o  p r o t e c t  a g a i n s t  
any i n v a d e r s  from t h e  Con t inen t .  Our b r e t h r e n  drove up t h e  h i l l  and 
through t h e  g a t e  i n  t h e  h igh  s t o n e  walls s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  f o r t .  
I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  J e r s e y  was t h e  o n l y  p a r t  of B r i t a i n  occupied  by German 
t r o o p s  d u r i n g  World War 11. Some cannons and gun emplacements from 
t h i s  e r a  a r e  s t i l l  i n t a c t .  T a l k  abou t  a tmosphere and h i s t o r i c a l  
sur roundings!  Y e t ,  i n s i d e  t h e  h a l l ,  a s  i n  a l l  t h e  B r i t i s h  Feast sites, 
t h e  t r u e  s e r v a n t s  of t h e  l i v i n g  God were having  encouraging  and 
i n s p i r i n g  sermons a b o u t  t h e  soon-coming i n t e r v e n t i o n  of t h e  g r e a t  
GOD--and t h e  wonderful  age  of PEACE t o  fo l low.  

From Mr. John Halford The F e a s t  of Tabe rnac le s  was celebrated i n  t h e  
P e o p l e ' s  Republ ic  of China i n  t h e  c i t y  of Nanjing f o r  t h e  second t i m e .  

Some two hundred s i x t y  f o u r  peop le ,  main ly  from t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  
Canada and Aus t r a l i a ,  a t t e n d e d .  Most of them agreed  t h a t  t h e  Feast was 
o u t s t a n d i n g  i n  eve ry  way, a n d  t r u l y  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of a l i f e t i m e .  
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China i s  n o t o r i o u s  f o r  changing t h e  p l a n s  of t o u r i s t  g roups  a t  t h e  l a s t  
minute ,  and w e  had s e v e r a l  c l o s e  ca l l s .  For example, a t  one  s t a g e ,  
wi th  o n l y  1 2  hour s  n o t i c e ,  w e  were p o l i t e l y  informed t h a t  t h e  main 
p a r t y  of 1 4 0  Americans c o u l d  n o t  a r r i v e  i n  Nanj ing u n t i l  th-e morning of 
t h e  F i r s t  Holy Day. Although w e  have a lways  t r i e d  t o  be p a t i e n t  and 
unde r s t and ing  i n  China,  w e  dug o u r  h e e l s  i n  and  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  i t  was 
e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  w e  a l l  be i n  Nanj ing t o g e t h e r  fo r  t h e  opening of our 
convent ion  on Sunday evening.  The Chinese  were a b i t  surpr i sed  a t  our 
sudden f i r m n e s s  because we were known i n  China t o  be a f r i e n d l y  and 
c o o p e r a t i v e  group. 

W e  exp la ined  t h a t  w e  were, b u t  on some t h i n g s  w e  would n o t  compromise. 
When they  saw t h a t  w e  were n o t  go ing  t o  back down, t h e  Chinese d i d  
e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  cou ld  t o  h e l p  u s ,  even moving a conven t ion  of 500 
Japanese  businessmen t o  whom t h e y  had a s s i g n e d  o u r  meet ing  room 
(presuming t h a t  w e  would n o t  be t h e r e  till t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y ) .  

The f a c t  t h a t  w e  had a l a r g e  c o n t i n g e n t  ( 8 7 )  from Aus t r a l i a  t h i s  y e a r  
added a s p e c i a l  dimension t o  t h e  F e a s t .  Most of t h e  American members 
who went t o  China had never  met A u s t r a l i a n s .  L i k e w i s e ,  many of t h e  
A u s t r a l i a n s  had n o t  t r a v e l e d  wide ly  b e f o r e .  By t h e  end of t h e  Feast 
t h e  two groups were i n d i s t i n g i s h a b l e  ( u n t i l  t h e y  opened t h e i r  mouths) , 
and many l a s t i n g  f r i e n d s h i p s  were made. Th i s  a s p e c t  of u n i t y  was a 
s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e  of t h e  Feast i n  China. 

I reminded t h e  members t h a t  t hey  had a s p e c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
conduct  themselves  w i t h  proper  decorum i n  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Repub l i c  of 
China, s i n c e  each d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  Feast  was a s p e c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 
t h e  Work. I t  is imposs ib l e  t o  p reach  t h e  Gospel v e r b a l l y  i n  China a t  
t h e  moment. However, t h e  Feast of T a b e r n a c l e s  h a s  shone a l i ' gh t  and it 
seems t h a t  t h e  Chinese  have n o t i c e d  it. 

W e  were t o l d  many times t h a t  our  people were indeed  d i f f e r e n t .  I 
should  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  average  s i z e  group t o  tour  China is  a b o u t  28. 
Gu ides  and i n t e r p r e t e r s  dread l a r g e r  groups  s i n c e  t h e y  associate  them 
wi th  confus ion ,  disorder and  complaining,  something t h e  Chinese dread. 
When t h e y  see how q u i c k l y  God's peop le  take care of each o t h e r ,  
o r g a n i z e  themselves ,  have d i s c i p l i n e  and  f o l l o w  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t h e  
Chinese a r e  a s t o n i s h e d .  Most o t h e r  t o u r  groups  seem t o  be u t t e r l y  
t i r ed  of China a f t e r  a b o u t  f i v e  days,  and  t h e i r  o n l y  concern  i s  
" g e t t i n g  t h e i r  money's worth." 

Those of u s  who had t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of s e r v i n g  God's people  a t  t h e  Feast 
i n  China (myse l f ,  Hal Baird,  Co l in  Ke l ly ,  Gene Hogberg, Fred S t e v e n s  
and Frank F i s h )  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  Feast t o  be i n  eve ry  way a success, and 
are t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h i s  unusua l  o p p o r t u n i t y .  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N e w s  

From Mr. Guy Ames P h i l i p p i n e  Off ice  Manager Rod Matthews completed a 
t o u r  of scat tered members i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  Pac i f i c  i n  l a t e  August. We 
have been s t r i v i n g  t o  m a i n t a i n  c l o s e r  c o n t a c t  and bet ter  s e r v e  t h o s e  i n  
Guam, Yap, Sa ipan  and  i n  Japan.  Mr. Matthews conducted a B ib le  s t u d y  
on Guam f o r  t h e  two members t h e r e  and  completed a r rangements  f o r  t h e i r  
a t t e n d a n c e  a t  P h i l i p p i n e  s i t e s  fo r  t h e  Feast of Tabernac les .  - 
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I n  Yap, southwes t  of Guam, where w e  have one member and o n l y  e i g h t  
" P l a i n  Tru th"  subscr ibers ,  a newsstand was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  a loca l  
b u s i n e s s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  Mr. John Yugummang, t h e  member there,  had made 
ar rangements  w i t h  t h e  manager of a g e n e r a l  supermarke t  t o  s e t  up a 
c o u n t e r t o p  s t a n d .  The f i r s t  i s s u e  made a v a i l a b l e  was t h e  i n t r o d u c t o r y  
copy of "The P l a i n  Tru th . "  Subsequent  issues w i l l  be sh ipped  d i r e c t l y  
from Pasadena a s  a r e su l t  of Yap be ing  a p a r t  of t h e  Uni ted  States  
p o s t a l  system, which s t i l l  o p e r a t e s  t h roughou t  t h e  r e g i o n  of t h e  
C a r o l i n e  I s l a n d s ,  a l though  t h e  area i s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of o b t a i n i n g  
independence under t h e  name of t h e  F e d e r a t e d  S t a t e s  of Micronesia .  . 

A f t e r  a br ief  v i s i t  w i t h  t h e  o n l y  member i n  Sa ipan ,  a F i l i p i n o  who w i l l  
soon be r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  Mr. Matthews went t o  Japan t o  
spend time w i t h  our o n l y  two members t h e r e  and t o  respond t o  some v i s i t  
requests. The v i s i t  was h i g h l i g h t e d  by t h e  r e i n s t a t e m e n t  of a former 
( Japanese )  member who had s u r v i v e d  some s e v e r e  f a m i l y  p r e s s u r e s ,  among 
o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  and  wanted t o  come back t o  t h e  Church. S i n c e  she speaks  
no Eng l i sh ,  ex tended  c o u n s e l i n g  had t o  be conducted v i a  an  i n t e r p r e t e r .  
A v i s i t  w i th  a p r o s p e c t i v e  member was a l so  made i n  t h e  c i t y  of Kobe, 
b u t  a n o t h e r  v i s i t  requestor f a i l e d  t o  make c o n t a c t  on t h i s  t r i p .  The 
s lowly  i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  J apan  is e x c i t i n g ,  a n d  t h e  v i s i t  was most 
successful c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  of t h e  members t h e r e  (and t h e  50 % 
i n c r e a s e  i n  membership on  t h i s  o c c a s i o n ) .  Th i s  completed t h e  two 
planned t r i p s  t o  t h e  r e g i o n  fo r  t h e  y e a r  and h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  need t o  
r e g u l a r l y  m a i n t a i n  t h e  c o n t a c t  v i a  t h i s  means. 

During t h e  break from t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  Educa t ion  Program i n  t h e  
P h i l i p p i n e s ,  s e v e r a l  " P l a i n  T r u t h "  s u b s c r i b e r  l ec tures  were conducted  
i n  t h e  Visayas  r e g i o n  on  a t r i a l  basis. The r e s u l t s  were v e r y  
p l e a s i n g .  Lectures were conducted  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  of T a g b i l a r a n ,  
Dumaguete and Cebu by Mr. Reynaldo T a n i a j u r a  on two c o n s e c u t i v e  
a f t e r n o o n s ,  c o v e r i n g  prophecy and  how it  re la ted  t o  t h o s e  a t t e n d i n g .  

I n  T a g b i l a r a n ,  168 .  subscr ibers  a t t e n d e d ,  1 6 %  of those  i n v i t e d ,  w h i l e  i n  
Dumaguete, 9 2 4  subsc r ibe r s  r e c e i v e d  i n v i t a t i o n  l e t t e r s  and  8% o r  7 4  
a t t e n d e d .  I n  Cebu C i t y ,  t h e  second l a r g e s t  c i t y  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  
lectures were conducted on  September 7 and  8 and 151 new p e o p l e  
a t t e n d e d ,  11% of t h e  l i s t .  The r e s u l t s  a r e  p l e a s i n g  and r e f l ec t  t h e  
i n t e r e s t  of many new subscr ibers  who have  been added i n  t h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  
of y e a r s .  The q u a l i t y  of t h o s e  a t t e n d i n g  was good and many asked 
d i s c e r n i n g  B i b l e  q u e s t i o n s  and  requested f u r t h e r  Church c o n t a c t .  

--Joseph Tkach, Church A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

FROM EDITORIAL SERVICES 

MYSTERY OF THE AGES; PT CIRCULATION; 
MARCH PT; ARTICLE; FEAST REPORTS 

Hystery of the Ages G r e e t i n g s  from E d i t o r i a l .  Have you s e e n  Mr. 
Armstrong 's  new book "Mystery of t h e  Ages" i n  your b o o k s t o r e s  y e t ?  
They a re  prominent ly  d i s p l a y e d  i n  s e v e r a l  bookstores here i n  Pasadena, 
and pho tos  of d i s p l a y s  i n  o t h e r  areas  have  been s e n t  t o  u s .  
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Greg S. Smith, r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  t h e  g r a p h i c  des ign  of t h e  book, j u s t  
r e t u r n e d  Wednesday, October 23, from a p res s -co lo r  check of t h e  
sof tbound v e r s i o n .  The cover  is  be ing  p r i n t e d  i n  Y o r k ,  Pennsylvania ;  
t h e  i n t e r i o r  i n  F a i r f i e l d ,  Pennsylvania .  The same s p e c i a l l y  mixed 
roya l -pu rp le  ink  is  be ing  used,  w i t h  t h e  t i t l e  embossed i n  g o l d  f o i l .  
The inch - th i ck  so f tbound  e d i t i o n  h a s  336 pages.  Th i s  book w i l l  be 
o f f e r e d  i n  nex t  month 's  semiannual  l e t t e r  t o  " P l a i n  Tru th"  subscribers 
who a r e  n o t  members or co-workers. Those i n  t h a t  c a t e g o r y  o n  t h e  "Good 
N e w s "  m a i l i n g  l i s t  have a l r e a d y  r e c e i v e d  t h e  same of fer .  

PT Circulat ion Some i n t e r e s t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  from Mail P rocess ing :  
" P l a i n  Tru th"  c i r c u l a t i o n  worldwide, now j u s t  under e i g h t  m i l l i o n ,  
r e p r e s e n t s  a n  average  growth r a t e  of 22  p e r c e n t  a y e a r  f o r  t h i s  f r o n t -  
l i n e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of God's Work. We can  c e r t a i n l y  be g r a t e f u l  f o r  such 
phenomenal growth i n  t h e  l a s t  52 y e a r s .  During t h e  Feast I l e a r n e d  
t h a t  " P l a i n  T r u t h "  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  i n  S r i  Lanka a re  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  of 
"Reader's D iges t ,  " "Time" and  "Newsweek" combined i n  t h a t  count ry .  

March P!C I n  our March " P l a i n  T r u t h "  p l a n n i n g  s e s s i o n ,  Herman L .  Hoeh, 
"PT" ed i to r ,  wrapped up t h e  February  issue w i t h  a cover  a r t i c l e ,  by 
M i k e  Snyder on H a l l e y ' s  comet, t h a t  w i l l  p o i n t  t o  what r e a l l y  does 
p r e d i c t  t h e  future--God's Word. Art ic les  f o r  March i n c l u d e  "Mystery of 
I s r ae l , "  c h a p t e r  5 of Mr. Armst rong ' s  book, and Mr. Armst rong ' s  new 
book le t  "Are W e  i n  t h e  L a s t  Days?" 

A l s o  t e n t a t i v e l y  schedu led  a r e  a r t i c l e s  on  t e e n  pregnancy,  showing t h a t  
both boys and g i r l s  s u f f e r  from p e r m i s s i v e  s e x ,  "Canada's Nuclear 
D i l e m m a "  by N e i l  Earle, "New Covenant--Does I t  Abo l i sh  God's Laws?"  by 
Ron Ke l ly  and "The Real Root of B i t t e r n e s s "  by Je f f  Zhorne, which w i l l  
ana lyze  what is  r e a l l y  going wrong i n  r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  races. 

A r t i c l e  C l a y t o n , S t e e p ' s  a r t i c l e  i n  October  t i t l e d  "What Most Taxpayers 
Have Not Been Told" b rough t  t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  response :  " A s  a r e t i r ed  
CPA...and a Roman C a t h o l i c ,  it d i s g u s t s  m e  t o  see how many of my 
r e l i g i o u s  p e r s u a s i o n  b e l i e v e  they  l i q u i d a t e  t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  God by 
dropping a one -do l l a r  b i l l  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  p l a t e  on Sundays, knowing 
they  spend well over  one do l l a r  f o r  a package of c i g a r e t t e s . . . a  can of 
beer, and from $1.75 up f o r  a c o c k t a i l . . . .  I t r u s t  God w i l l  look  
f a v o r a b l y  when I reach t h e  judgment seat . . . that  I was f o r t u n a t e  enough 
t o  make c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of 26.79% of my income t o  church and  o t h e r  
c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  " 
Feast Reports W e  a p p r e c i a t e  F e s t i v a l  c o o r d i n a t o r s  t u r n i n g  i n  your 
r e p o r t s  t o  "The Worldwide N e w s "  so  soon. Eighty-nine o u t  of 92 s i t e s  
are  i n .  Our goa l  is 100  p e r c e n t  coverage  for our November 4 issue.  

--Dexter Faulkner ,  E d i t o r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

UPDATE FROM MAIL PROCESSING 

GET-WELL CARDS; WATS CALLS UP; RECORD MONTH; "BUSY OUTS" 

G e t - W e l l  Cards Get-well cards  a r e  f l o o d i n g  i n  t o  Mr. Armstrong from 
a l l  over t h e  world.  Members a re  deep ly  concerned about h i s  h e a l t h  and 
wrote  t o  assure him of t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d  p r a y e r s .  Some had  neve r  w r i t t e n  



PAGE 8 

g-: ,.F 

v5$ 

si ' 7 PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, NOVEMBER 1, 1985 

before .  * A number of c a r d s  were s i g n e d  by s e v e r a l  people. A l l  cards  
are forwarded t o  Mr. Armstrong's off ice .  Here a re  a few comments: 

"We had a rea l  g r e a t  Feast ,  b u t  one t h i n g  w e  missed and were look ing  
forward  t o  was t o  h e a r  and  see you l i v e  from Pasadena. I t  saddened u s  
t o  h e a r  t h a t  you were ill. You w i l l  have our con t inuous  p r a y e r s .  ..." 

Tennessee 

" I ' v e  been a member of God's Church s i n c e  1967. I ' v e  never  w r i t t e n  t o  
you b e f o r e ,  b u t  I do want t o  thank  you s o  ve ry  much f o r  b r i n g i n g  God's 
t r u t h  t o  m e .  We a l l  need you, Mr. Armstrong, i n  t h e s e  l a s t  days  t o  
h e l p  p r e p a r e  u s  t o  t e a c h  i n  God's Kingdom." 

I n d i a n a  

"I j u s t  wanted t o  l e t  you know how much I missed s e e i n g  a good f r i e n d  
a t  t h e  Feast t h i s  y e a r .  I p ray  you w i l l  soon be f e e l i n g  better so  we 
can h e a r  from you by a t a p e  i n  o u r  l oca l  churches."  

Kansas 

.WAS Calls Up Over t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s l  w e  have n o t i c e d  a s h i f t  i n  t h e  
way v iewers  respond t o  t h e  "World Tomorrow" program. Many more a r e  now 
c a l l i n g  t o  request l i t e r a t u r e  i n s t e a d  of w r i t i n g .  T h i s  y e a r  90 p e r c e n t  
of t h o s e  responding  used  t h e  WATS l i n e .  Last y e a r  it was 83 p e r c e n t .  
I n  1983 t h e  f i g u r e  was 77  p e r c e n t .  

T h i s  change i s  mainly due t o  Mr. Armst rong ' s  encouragement f o r  v i ewers  
t o  ca l l .  Also,  t h e  u s e  of t h e  s u p e r i m p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  
program . e n a b l e s  more peop le  t o  phone us .  People  f i n d  c a l l i n g  q u i c k e r ,  
e a s i e r  and  more conven ien t  t h a n  w r i t i n g .  

Record Month Pasadena and Big  Sandy combined answered a r e c o r d  85,580 
TV c a l l s  d u r i n g  September. Th i s  surpassed t h e  p r e v i o u s  r e c o r d  of 
72,793 ca l l s ,  set i n  J u l y  of t h i s  y e a r .  This i n c r e a s e  can  be 
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  better times and  s t a t i o n s ,  more WATS l i n e s  and  t h e  u s e  of 
t h e  supe r impos i t i on .  

'Busy Outs" Our WATS l i n e s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  a v e r a g i n g  abou t  30 ,000  "busy 
o u t s "  p e r  month. A "busy o u t "  is r e c o r d e d  when our t o l l - f r e e  number i s  
d ia l ed  and t h e  ca l le r  r e c e i v e s  a busy s i g n a l .  The m a j o r i t y  of ca l l e r s  
g e t  th rough on  t h e i r  f i r s t  attempt. Some, however, d i a l  a second or  
t h i r d  t i m e  b e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  u s .  

I n  order t o  reduce  t h e  number of "busy o u t s , "  20 a d d i t i o n a l  l i n e s  have 

a d d i t i o n a l  employees. These l i n e s  w i l l  be manned by v o l u n t e e r s  i n  
l o c a l  church areas. 

--Richard Rice, Mail P r o c e s s i n g  Center  

, been ordered f o r  t h e  WATS in-home program. T h i s  w i l l  n o t  requi re  


